Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



CLARIS S A. 

* • 

D R, T H^E 

HI S T O R t 

^ F , A ^ ' 

YOUNG LAD Y* 

'Compfchendhig 

7'ie mqfi Important Concerns ^Private LiPB. 

And particularly {hewing, 

The Diftrefles that may attend the MiscondqcT 
both of Parents and Children^ 

^n Relation to M a rr i a G e. 

• VOL. ¥. " 

The Sixth Edition. 

i ' " 





L N D Ni 

•• 
Prated for J. and F. Rivikgtom, R. Baldwiw, S. CROwoKify 

W. JbHKsroK, C. Rivx^GTo>i, T. Lb witdes, T. Davie^ 

J. JoHMSOif and J. Payne, T. Becket, W. GKiSei^x 

F. NfiWtsftXTy T. Cadell^ and ]. 11hox« 

MDCCJLXVUI. 




THE 

HISTORY 

O F 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

VOL. V, 



LETTER I. 

Jtfr. Lovelace, To John Belforb, EJqi 

llmrjdaj Merning, Eight o' dock. 

HER chamber- door has not yet been opened. { 
mud not expeA ihe nlil brcakfall w'ltli me. 
Nor dint with me,, I tloub[. A little filly Soul, 
what troubles does flie make to hcrfelf by her over- 
nicenefs'! — All I have done to her, would have been 
looked upon as a ffoljc ooly, a rompiiig-bout, and 
laughed off by Nine parrs in Ten of the Sex accord- 
ingly. The more flie makes of it, the more painful 
to hcrfcif, as Well as to me. 

Why now, 5iiek, were It not better, upon her 9Tun 
notions, that- the fceined not /b [tnfible as (he will make 
berfelf to be, if (he is very angr; ? 

But perhaps I am more afraid than I need. I be* 
licTc I am. From her ovff-nicetitfe au^wtti'j ^tw^ 
taore thaa from any estraord'tiiat^ tc%^Ql^lQi tcfLt^ 
B 2 VBSS 



4 Ti&f History ef Vol. 5. 

meot. Next time, fhe may count hcfiTelf very happy^ 
if (he come off no worfe. 

The dear creature was fo frightened, and fo fatigued, 
laft nighty no wonder, (he lies it out this morning. 

I hope (he has had more reft than I have had. Soft 
4ind balmy, I hope, have been her flambers, that ffae 
may meet me in tolerable temper. All fweetly blufh- 
ing and confounded «^I knovi how (he will look i — But 
vhy (hould (he, the Jufferert be alhamed, when I, 
the trefpaffir.^ am not ! 

But coftom i»a prodigious thing. The f^omen are 
told bow much their blu(hes heighten their graces^ 
They praAice for them therefore.: Blufties come as 
readily when they call for themj as their Tears : Aye, 
that's \t\ While we men, taking bluihes for a fign of 
guilt or (heepifhneisj are equally ftudious to fuppreis 
'them* 

Br my troth. Jack, I am half as much a(hamed to 
^fee the women :beloW) as my -Fair-one can be to fee 
line. I have, not yet qpeoed my door, that I may not 
be obtruded upon by them- 

After all, what devils may one make of the Sex I 
To what an height of— What (hall I caU it I — muft 
-thofe of it be arrived, who once loved a man with fo 
much diftinfkion, as ^JOtb Polly and Sally loved mc^ 
and yet can have got fo much above the pangs of jea- 
loufy, fo much above the mortifying refleftions that 
arife from dividing and (haring with new objects the 
affeftions of him the^ prefer to all others, as to wifh 
for, and promote a Coapetitorfhip in his Love, and 
make their fupreme delight confift in reducing others 
to their level I — ^For thou canft not imagine, how 
even Sally Martin xejoiced laft night in the thought 
that the Lady's hour was approaching. 

Pafl Ten o^clock. 
iiNE.rER loDged in my life for auy-thiog with fo 
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much impatience, as to fee my Cliarmer. She has 
bedn ftirring, it feems, thcfe two hours. 

Dorcas juft now tapped at her door, to take her 
' morning commands. 

She bad none for her f was the anfwer^ 

She dcfired to know, IF (he would riot breakfaft ? 

A fullen and low-voiced negative received Dorcas. 

I' will go myfelfi 

There different times tapped I at the doorj but 
liad no anfwer. 

Permit me, dearell creature, to inquire after your 
health. As you have not been feen to day, I am im- 
patient to know how you do. 

Not a word of anfwer v but a deep Ggh, even to 
fobbing. 

Let me beg of you, Madam, to accompany me 
tip another pair of ftairs — You'll rejoice to fee wha 
a happy efcape we have all ha4^. ., 

A happy efcape indeed, Jack t — For the fire had 
fcorched the window-h^ard, finged the hangings, 
at^d burnt through the Hit-deal lining of the window* 
jambs. 

No anfwer, Madam I — Am I not worthy of one 
word ?— Is it thus you keep your promife with me ? — 
Shall I not have the favour of your company for two 
minutes [Only for two minutes] in the Dining-room i 

Hcml — And a deep figh 1 — were all the anfwer, 

Anfwer me but how you do! Anfwer me but that 
you are well ! Is this the forgivenefs that was the ton* 
dition of my obedience ? 

Then, in a faintifh, but angry voice, Begone from 
my door! — Wretch ! inhuman, barbarous, and all 
that is bafe and treacherous i — begone from my door ! 
Nor teaze thus a poor creature, intitled to protection 
not outrage. 

I fee, Madam, how you keep your void VviVk \svfc\ 

B 3 li 



6 The History of Vol. 5. 

Jf a fudden impulfe, the efTefls of an unthought-of 
accident, cannot be forgiven*-^ 

the dreadful weight of a Father's curfe^ thus in 
the very Letter of it — 

And then her voice dying away in murmurs inarti* 
culaie, I looked through the key-hole, and faw her on 
her knees, her face, tho' not towards me^ lifted up, 
as well as hands, and thefe folded, deprecating, I fup- 
pofe, that gloomy tyrant's curfe. 

1 could not help being moved. 

My deareft Life ! admit me to your prefcnce but 
for two minutes, and confirm your promifed pardon; 
and m^y lightning blaft me on the fpot, if I offer 
any-Jthing but my penicence, at a Ihrine fo facred! — 
I wiU afterwards leave you for the whole day ; and 
till to-moriow morning; and then attend you with 
Writings, all ready to lign, a Licence obtained, or, 
if it c^^nnot, a Minifter without one. This once be- 
lieve me I When you fee the reality of the danger 
that gave occafion for this your unhappy refentmenr, 
you will think lef$ hardly of me. And let me befeech 
you to pel form a promife on which I made a reliance 
liot altogether ungenerous. 

I cannot fee you 1 Would to Heaven I never had ! 
)f I write, that's all I can do. 

Let your writing then, my deareft Life, confirm 
your promife : And I will withdraw in expedation of 
it. 

Paft EUven o'clock* 

She rung her bell for Dorcas; and, with her door 
in her hand, only half-opened, gave her a billet for 
me. 

How did the dear creature look, Dorcas ? 

She was drefifed. She turned* her face quite from 
me ; and fighed, as if her heart would break. 

Sweet creature i— I kiiTed the wet wafer, and direw 
it from the paper with my breath. 

Tic/c are the contents.— No iafcriptivc Sir ! No 
MrZoveLiccl I 

i 
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I Cannot fee you : Nop will I, if I can help it. 
Words cannot exprefs the anguUh of my foul on 
your bafenefs and ingratitude. 

If the cxrcumftances of things are fuch, that I can 
have.no way for Reconciliation with thofe who would 
have been my natural protedtors from fuch outrages, 
but through j^oz/ [The only inducement I can have to 
ftay a moment longer in your knowledge] pen and ink: 
iDuft bcj at prefent, the only means of communi- 
cation between us, 

Vileft of men ! and moft deteftable of plotters ! Bow 
have I deferved from you the (hocking iodignities— 
But DO more — Only for your own fake, wilh not, at 
leaft for a week to come, to fee 

the undefervedly injured and infulted 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

So thou feeftt nothing could have (lood me in 
flead, but this plot of Tomlinfon and her Uncle 1 To 
what a pretty pals, nevcnhelefs, have I brought my^ 
felf ! — Had Csefar been fuch a fool, he had never 
pafled the Rubicon. But after he had pafTcd it, h'^d 
he retreated re inJeBd, intimidated by a Senatorial 
Edi£l, what a pretty figure would he have made in 
hiftory! — I might have known, that to attempt a 
robbery, and put a perfon in, bodily fear, is as punilh- 
able as if the robbery had been actually committed. 

But not to fee her fsr a week! — Dear pretty foul I 
how jfhe anticipates me in every- thing! The Coun- 

. feilor will have finiftied the Writings to day or to- 
morrow, at furiheft : The Licence with the Parfon, 
or the Parfon without the Licence, muft be alfo pro- 
cured within the next four-and-twenty hours ; Pritch- 
ard is as good as ready with his Indentures Tripartite : 
Tomlinfon is at hand, with a favourable anfwer from 
her Uncle — Tet not to fee her for a week/- — Dear 

' fweet foul!— Her good angel is gone a io\itrift^\\& 
truanting at. }fdii But ncvcsihckfej \u \\i^ ^tAC^ 

B 4 vva 
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time, or ia much lefS| mj Charmer^. I doubt not to 
complete my triumph ! 

But what vexes me of all thingS| is^ that fuch an? 
excellent creature fhould break her word : — Fie, fie, 
upon her !— But nobody is abfolutely pcrfeft I *Tis 
human to err, but not to ferfivfirc — I hope my Charmer 
cannot be inhuman \ 

LETTER II. 
]Mr. Lovelace, 7c? John Belford, Efq^^ 

King^i'Arms^ Pallmall, Thurfday^ two o' clock. 

SEVERAL billets pafled between us before I went our» 
by the Intemunciojbip of Dorcas : For which rea- 
fon mine are fuperfcribed by her married name. — She 
would not open her door to receive them ; left I fhould . 
be near It, I fuppofe : So Dorcas was forced to put 
them under the door (after copying them for thee); 
and thence to take the anfwcrs. Read them, if thod 
wilr, at this place. 

To Mrs, Lovelace. 

INDEED, my dearell Life, you carry this matter too 
far. What will the people below, who fuppofe us 
one as to the Ceremony, think of fo great a Nice- 
nefs I Liberties fo innocent 1 the Occalion fo acci- 
dental ! — You will expofe your/elf as well as me. — - 
Hitherto ihey know-nothing of what haspafled. And 
what indeed has pafTed, to occafion all this refent- 
ment ? — I am fure, you will nor, by a breach of your 
word of honour, give me reaion to conclude, chat, 
bad I not obeyed jou, I could have fared no worfe. 

Moft fincerely do I repent the offence given lo your 
delicacy — But muft I, for fo accidental aii occurrence, 
be branded by fuch fhocking names ?—///<?/? of men, 
and m$/i detejiable of plotters^ arc hard words ! — From 

the Fen of fuch a Lady too. 

If 
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If you ftcp up another pair of ftairs^ you will be 
coovincedi that, however deteftahle I may be to you^ 
I am DO plotter io this aiSair. 

I muft iufift upon feeing you, in order to take j^ur 
direlftions upon fome of the fubjeAs we talked of 
yeftcrday in the evening. 

All that is more than necejfary is too mueb. I claim 
your promifed pa^rdon, aoi wifh to plead it on my 
knees. 

I beg your prefence in the Oiniog-room for one 
quarter of an hour, and I will then leave you for the 
day. I am, 

My dear eft Life^ . 
Tour ever -adoring and truly penitent^ 

Lovelace. 

7*^ /kT-r. LSvelace. . 

J Will not fee you. I cannot fee you. I have no 
directions to give you.. Let Providence decide for 
me as it pleafcs. 

The more I refleft upon your vilenefs, your in- 
grateful, your barbarous vilenefs, the more I am ex<^ 
afpe rated again ft you. . 

You arc the laji perfon, whofe judgment I will take 
upon what is or is not carried too far in matters of 
decency. 

'Tis grievoua to me to write, or >even to think of 
you at prel'ent. Urge me no more then. Once more, 
I will not fee you. Nor care I, now you have made 
me vile to mylelf, what other people think of me. 

To Mrs. Lovelace. 

AGAIN, Madam, I remind you of your promifc. 
And beg leave to fay, I iniift upon the perform- 
ance of it. 

Remember, deareft creature, that the fault of a 
blameablc per Ion cannot warrant a fault in qq^ ovoc^ 
perfeA. Ovfr-nicenejs may be U«der-niccnc|i\ 
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I cannot reproach myfelf with any-thing that de- 
ferves this high rcfentmcot. 

I oWn that the violence oF my paflion for you might 
have carried me beyond fit b6unds — But that your 
commands and adjurations had po>ver over me at 
fuch a momcnti I humbly prelume to fay^ deferves 
fome confideration. 

You enjoin me not to fee you for a week. If I 
have not your pardon before Captain Tomlinfoa 
comes to town, what (ha)! I fay to hini ? 

I beg once more your prefence in the Dining-room. 
By tny Soul, Madam, I muji (ee you. 

I want to confuit you about the Licence, and other 
particulars of great imporrance. The people below 
think us married ; and I cannot talk to you upoa fuch 
fubjeAs with the door between us. 

For heaven's fak^» favour me wiih*your prefence 
for a few minutes: /ind I will leave you for the day. 
> If lam to be forgiven^ according to your proroifcj^ 
the eatlier forgivencfs will be moft obliging^ and- will 
iave great pain to yourfelfy »s well as to 

Tour trulj^ contrite and affiled 

LOV.ELACB^ 

To Mr. Lo VEtACE. 

THE^morc you tea2e me,, the worfe will it be for 
you.. 

Time is wanred' ta confider whether I ever ihould^ 
%hink of you at all. 

At prfjfenty it is my fincere- wifh, thai I may never, 
more tee your face.. 

Allthat can affocd you the lead fhadow of favour^ 
from me, arifcs from the hoped-for Reconciliatioo> 
with my fva/'friends, not my Juddj proteftor.. 

I am caielefs at prtfent of confequences. I hate 
myfelf: And who h it I have reafon to value? — 
Not the man who could* form a plot to difgrace his 
owa b9pt$j^> as well as a poor frieodlefs creature (madk 
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frief\dlefs hy himfiif) by infults not to be thought of 
wtth patience. 

To Mrs, Lovelace. 

Madam,. 

I Will go tor the Cointnons^ and proceed in every^ 
particular as if I had not the misfortune to be 
under your difpleafure. 

I muft iniift apon it^. that however faulty my paf- 
fioo on fo-unexpe£l^ed an iacident, made me appear to* 
a Lady of your delieacy. yet my compliaoce with your 
entreaties at fuch ^ moment [As it gave you an in- 
flance of your power over me, which few men could* 
have (hewn] ought, duly confideredfto intitle me to» 
- the effe£ts^ of that folemn promife which was the con* 
ditioQ of my obedience. 

I hope to find you in a kinder, and^ I will fay^* 

jufter difpoiition on my return. Whether I get the 

Licence,. or not, let me beg of you to make the Sooi-^ 

, yi\x have been pleafed to bid me hope for, to-morrow^ 

morning. This* will reconcile every-thing, and make 

me the happieft of men. 

The Settlements arc ready to fign, or will be by 

Bight. 

For Heaven's fake,. Madam, do not carry your re- 
fentment into a di^fpleafure fo dlTproportionate to tha 
ofience. For that would be, to eifipofe us both to the 
people below }. and, what is of infinitely more con fe* 
quence to us, to Captain Tomlinfon. Let us be able^ 
rbefeech you. Madam, toaiUiie him,. on his next 
vilir, that we are one. 

As I' have no hope to be permitted to dine with 
you, I fliall not return till evening: And then, I pre* 
fume to fay, hexpe^ [Your />r©OTi/2r authorizes me lo 
ufe the word] to find you difpofed to' bicfs, by your^ 
Qonittmiot to-morrow, 

T9ur adoring . 
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What pleafure did I propofe to take, haw to 
injoy the fweec confufion in which I expeAed to find 
her, while all was fo recent! — But (he muft^ {h^Jbail 
fee me on my return. It were better for herfelf^ as 
well as for me, that (he had not made fo much ado 
about nothing, I muft keep my Anger alive, left ic 
fink into Compaflion. Lovg and Compqffion, be the 
provocation ever fo grear, are hard to be (eparated: 
"While ^nger converts what would be Pity without it, 
into Refentment. Nothing can be lovely in a man's 
eye, with which he is thoroughly difpleafed. 

I ordered Dorcas, on putting the lafl billet under, 
the doer, and finding it. taken up, to tell her, that I 
hoped an anfwer to ic before I went out. 

Her reply was verbal, Tell him that I care not 
whither he goes, nor what he does, — And thisy re urged 
by Dorcas, was all/be: had to fay to me. 

I looked ihro' ihc key-hole at . my going by her 
doer, and faw her on her knees, at her bed's feet, 
her head and bofom on the bed, herarais extended 
\_^wcet creature^ hmw I adore her ly^ aod in an agony 
ihe feemed to be, fobbing, as I heard at that didance, 
as if her heart would treak. — By my foul. Jack, I 
am a pity-ixiX fellow. Recollection is my enemy ! — 
Divine Excellence ! — Happy with her for fo mainy 
days together! Now fo unhappy, — And for what? — 
But fhc is Purity itfelf. — And why, after alh, ihould 
I thus torment — But I mud not trud myfeif wiihmy- 

felf, in the humour I am in. 

#^# * * 

"V^AiTiNC here for Mowbray and Mallory, bjr 
whofc aid I am to get the Licence, I took papers out 
of niy pocket, to divert myfcif ; and thy lad popt 
cfBcioiifly the fii ft into my hand. I gave it the hc- 
LOur oi a re perufal; and this revived tbefubjeCt with 
me, with which 1 had refolved not to truft myfelf. 

I remember, that the dear creature in her torn 
at.fwer to my propofals, fays, That Condejcenfion is 

Wit 
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not Afeannejs, She /better knows how to make this 
Out^ than any mortal breathing. Condefceniion ia 
deed implies dignity : And dignity tvcv'was there in- 
her condefcenfion. Tet fuch a dignity, as gave grace 
to the condefceniion ; for there was do pride, nO 
infuh, no apparant fuperioruy, indicated by it. — This 
Mifs Howe confirms to be a part of her general cha* 
rafter {a). 

I can tell her, how (he might behave, to make me 
her own for ever. She knows (he cannot fly me. 
She knows flie muft fee me fooner or later ; the fooner 
the more gracious. — i would allow her to refent [Not 
bccaufe the liberties I tOQk wiih her require refent- 
ment, were (he not a Clarissa ; but as it becomes 
her particular nicenefs to refent]: But would fhe* 
ihew more Love than Abhfirrence of me in her rcfent- 
meni ; .would Ihe^^^m, if it were but to feewy to be- 
lieve the 6re no device, and all that followed merely 
accidental ; and defcend, upon jt, to tender expoftu*' 
lation, and upbraiding for the advantage I wotildhave 
taken o^ her fuprize ; and would fiie, at lafl, be 
faiisfied ( as 'well Ihe may) that it was attended with 
no further confequence ; and place fome generous 
confidence in my honour [Power Loves to be trufted^ 
Jack}; I think I would put an end to all her trials^ 
ai>d paj^ her my vows at the Altar. 

Yet, to have taken fuch bold tieps, as with Tom* 
linfoo and her Uncle — To have made fuch a progrefs 
— O Belford, Bel ford, how have I pUzzled mylelf, 
as well as her i — This curfed averfion to Wedlock 
how 'has It entangled me! — What contradictions h^vt 
it made me guilty of I 

How pleafing to myfelf, to look back upon the 
kappy days I gave her ; though mine would doubtlefs 
have been more unmixedly fo, could i have deter- 
minied to lay afide my contrivances, and to, be as On* 
cere all the time, as ihe defervcd that l{bK^\xV^\^\ 

\ 
M Sec vol JY.p, 4sh , 
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If I find this humour hold but till to-morro«r 
morniog [And it has now lafted two full hours, and 
I feem, methioks, to }iave pleafure in eocouraging it], 
I will make thee a viiic, I think, or get thee to come 
to me; and then will I'-^on/ult thee upon it* 

But (he will not truft me. She wHl not confide in 
vaj honour. Doubt^ in this cafe, is Defiance. She 
loves me not well enough to forgive me gcnerouQy.- 
She is fo greatly above me ! How can I forgive her for 
a merit io mortifying to my pride! She thinks^ flic 
know Si (he has told me, that (he is above me. Thelis 
words arc flill in my ears, 'Begone, Lovelace! — 

* My Soul is above thee, man ! — Thou haft a proud' 

* heart lo contend with I — My Soul is above ihec^r 

* man {a)r Mifs Howe thinks her above me too. 
Thou,, even thou,, my friend, my intimate friend and* 
companion, art of the fame opioion.- Then I fear 
her as much as I love her — How fhall my pride bear 
thefe refledlions .^ JViy Wife (.as I have fo often faid,> 
bccaufe it lb often recurs to my thoughts) to be fo 
much my Superior ! — Myfclf to be confidered but ay 
the fecond per/on in my own family*! — G*nft thou 
teach me to bear fuch a reflection as this! — To tell 
|ne of my acquifition in her, and that flie, with aU 
]her excellencies, will be mine in full propeny, is a 
miftake — It cannot be fo — For (hall I not be hers ; 
and not my own ? — Will not every adk of her duty (as 
I cannot deierve it) be a condefcenfion, and a tri- 
umph over mc? — And muft Lowe it merely to her 
goodnefSf that fhe does not deipife me ? — To have her 
$ondefcend. to bear with my follies ! — To wound mc 
with an Eye of Pity I — A daughter of the Harlowcs 
thus to excel the laii,.and as I have heretofore faid, . 
fiot the meaneft of the Lovelaces (^)— Forbid it ! — 
- Yet forbid it not — For do L not now— do I not 
every moment — fee her before me all over charmst 
and elegance, ^nd purity, as in the druggies of the paft> 

(^) Sec VoL jy, Lcttcs, »xxVf (p) Stt .Vol. III. p. 79. 
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midotght ? And io ihcfc ftruggles, heart, voices, eyes, 
haods, and fentiroents, fo greatly, fo glorioufly con- 
fiftenc with the charaAer fhe has fuftained from her 
cradle to the prefent hour ? 

But what advantages do. I give thee ? 
Yet have I not always done her jufticc i Why then 
thy teaztng impertinence ? 

However, I forgive thee, Jack — Since (fo much 
generous Love am I capable of!) I had rather all the 
world fhould condemn me, than that her character 
ihould i'ulFer the ieaft impeachment. 

The dear creature herfclf once told me, that there 
was a flrange mixture in my mind {a), 

I have been called Devil^ and Beeizebub^ between 
the two proud Beauties: I muft indeed be a Beelzc- 
bub, if I had not fomejolerable qualities. 

But as Mifs Howe fays, the Jujfering'time of th» 
excellent creature "is her (bining'time \b). Hitherte> 
ihe has done nothing but fhine. 

She called me vil(ainy Belford, within thefe few 
hours* , And what is the fum of the prefent argu- 
ment ; 1>ut that had I no/ been a villain in her fenfe 
of the word, ihe had not been fo much an angel ? 

O Jack,, Jack! This midnight-attempt has made 
me mad 1 has utterly undone me I How can the dear 
creature fay, I have made her vile in her own eyesy 
when her behaviour under fuch a furprize, and her 
refentment under fuch circumltanceSi have fo greatly 
exalted her in mine ? 

Whence,, however, this flrange rhapfody ?— Is k 
owing to my being here ? That I. am not at Sinciair^^ 
But if there be infection in that houfe^ how ha&my 
Beloved efcaped it ? , 

But no more in this fhrain f — I will fee. what her 
behaviour will be on my return — Tet already do I 
begin to apprehend fome little iihkingsi fome Ihtle 
s.ctrogradations. For I have juft now a dQ\3;ht «.^^&\i^ 

. l^. Toh JJJ. Leua mi, Iblj Scc.Nc^LVq.V^v. 
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whether, for her own fake, I (hould wifh her to for- 
give me light ly, or w)th difficulty f 
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I AM ma way to come at the wifhed-for Licence. 

I have now given tvcry thing between my Beloved 
and Wit. a full confideration ; and my puzzle is over* 
What has brought me to a ijpeedier determination, is, 
tBat I think I have found out what Ihe means by the 
week^s diftance at which (he jntcnds to hold me. It 
is, that ^fhe may have tioie to write to Mifs Howe, to 
put in mocion that curfcd fcherae of hers, and to 
take meafures upon it which ihail enable her to aban- 
don and renounce me for ever. Now, Jack, i/ I 
obtain not admijfion to her pre fence on my return ; but 
am refufed with haughtincfs ; if her 'week be infifted 
upon (fuch profpefts before her)*, I (hall be confirmed 
in my conjcAure ; and it will be plain to me, that 
weak at btft was that Love^ which could give place 
to punftiiio, at a time when the all-reconciling Cere- 
mony, as (he muft think, waits her command : — 
Then will I rccollefl all her p^rverfentflcs ; then 
will I re-pcrufe Mifs Howe's Letters, and the tran- 
fcripts from others of them ; give way to my averfion 
to the Life of Shackles :* And^hen fhall (he be mine 
ID my own way. 

But, after all, I am in hopes, that (he will have 
better confidercd of every thing by the evening ; that 
her threat of a weekh diflance was thrown out in the 
beat of paiGon s and that (he will allow, that I have 
as much caufe to quarrel with her for breach of her 
word, as {he was with me for breach of the peace. 

Thefe lines of Rowe have got into my head \ and I 
fhall cepeat them very devoudy all the way the chair- 
men fhall poppet me towards her by-and-by. 

7eaeh me^fome poiverj the happy art offpeecK 
To dre/s my purpo/e up in gracious words / 
Such as may foftly fteal upon her foul y 
VW^^^ waken the tempejiuous paffims* 



Let. 3^ 



akrifla Harlowe* 17 



LETTER m. 

TIfr. LovsjLACE^ 7b John BiLFORD, E/q\ 

7hurfday Evenings June 8. 

OFor a Curfe to kill with /—Ruined I Undone ! 
Outwitted .'" Tricked ! — Zounds, man, the Lady 
IS gone off I — Abfolutcly gone off ! Efcapcd \ — 

Thou knowcft not, nor canft conceive, the pangs 
that wring my heart I — What c^n I do 1 — O Lord, 
OLoid, OLord! 

And thou, too> who baft endeavoured to weaken 
my hands, wilt but clap thy dragron's wings at the 
tidings ! 

Yet I muft write» or I fhall go diftraAed. Little 
lefs have I been thefe two hours \ difpatching tneffen- 
gcrs to every Stage, to every Inn, to every Waggon 
or Coach, whether flying, or creeping, and to every 
houfe with a Bill up, for five miles round. 

The little hypocrite, who knows not a foul in this 
town [^I ibought J was fare of her at anytime'] fuch 
an unexperienced traitrefs ; giving me hope too, in 
her firft billet that her expcftation of the family- 
reconciliation would with-hold her from taking fuch 
a ftcp as this — Curfe upon her contrivances ! — I 
thought, that.it was owing to her bafhfulnefs, to her 
modelly, that, after a few innocent freedoms, ftie 
could not look me in the face ; when, all the while, 
ftie was impudently L^es, I fay, impudsntly, though 
fhc be Clarifla Harlowc] contriving to rob me of the 
deareft property I had tver purchafed — Purchafed by 
a painful fcrvitude of many months ; iighring thro' 
the Wild bcaOs of her family tar her, and combating 
with a ,Wind-mill Virtue, which hath coll me millions 
of perjuries only to attempt ; and which now, with 
its damn'd Air-fans, has toft mc a mile and an half 
beyond hope! — And tl]is, ju(l as I had arrived within 
view of the conlummation of all aiy wiih^ss 1 
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O Devii of Love ; God of Love do more ! — Hovr 
have I deferved this of thee ! — ^Never before the friend 
of frozen Virtue! — Powerie/s demons for powerlefs ., 
thou muft be, if thou meanedfi not to fruftrate my 
hopes ; who ihall henceforth kneel at thy altars !— 
May every encerprizing heart abhor, defpiie, execrate* 
renounce thee, as I do. — But, O Belford, Belfcrd^ 
what fignifies curfing now 1 

* * 
How fhe could effe^ this her wicked efcape, it 

my aftonifhmcnt; the whole Siflerhood having charge 

of her :'^For» as yet, I have not had patience enouglh 

to inquire into the particO'lars, nor to let a foul of 

them approach me. 

Of this I am furc, or thad not brought her hither / 
there is not a creature belonging to this houfe, that, 
could be corrupted either by Virtue or Remor/e : The 
higheft joy every infernal Nymph of this worfe than 
internal habication, cou/d have known, would have 
be^en to reduce this proud Beauty to her own level.--* 
And as to my villain, who alfo had charge of her, he 
is fuch a fealbncd varlet, that he delights in mifchief 
for the fake of it : No bribe could feduce him to be- 
tray his truft,, were there but wickedneis in it ! — *Tis 
well, however, he was out of my way when the 
ciirfed news was imparted to me I — Gone, the vil- 
lain i in queft of her : Not to return, nor to fee my 
face [fo It fcems he declared] till he has heard fome 
tidings of her ; and all the out-of-plaa varlets of his 
numerous acquaintance are fummoned and employed 
in the fame baiincrs. 

To what purpofe brought I this angel (angel I muft 
yet call her) to this hellilh houfe I — And was I not 
meditating w do her deferved honour ? By my Soul, 
Belfgrd, I was relolvcd — But thou knoweft what I 
had coRditionally reiolved — And now, who can tell 
into what hands fhe may have fallen I 

t am mad, ftark mad, by Jupiter ! at the thoughts 
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of this ! — ^Unprovided, defticute^ unacquainced — fome 
Tillaio, worfe than myfelf, who adores her not as I 
adore her, may have feized her, and taken advantage 
of her diftrefs ! — Let me pcrifti, Belford, if a whole 
hecaromb of inn<x^entSj as the little plagues are called^ 
fhail atone for the broken promife and wicked arti* 
ficcs of this cruel creature / 
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Going home, as I did, wich refolutions favourable 
to her, judge thou of my diflra£tion, when her efcape 
vas firil hinted to me, although but in broken fen* 
teoces. I knew not what I faid, nor what I did. 
I wanted to kill fomebody. I ffew out of one room 
into another, while all avoided me but the veteran 
Betty Carberry, who broke the matter to me. I 
charged bribery andcorriiption, in my firft fury, upon 
all; aod threatened deflruAion to old and you lig, as 
they fhould come in my way. 

Dorcas continues /ocked up from me : Sally and 
Polly have not yet dared to appear : The vile Sin- 
clair — 

But here comes the odious devil. She tabs at the 
door, though that's only a-jar, whining and iouffling^ 
lo-try, I fuppofe, to coax me into temper. 



* 4e # * 
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Whit a hclpkfs ftate, where a man can only 
execrate himfelf and others ; the occafioo of his rage 
remaining ; the evil encreafing upon refleflion ; time 
iifclf confpiring to deepen it !— O how I curs'd her ! 

I have her now, methinks, before me, blubbering— ^ 
How odious docs forrow make an ugly face ! —Thine, 
Jack, and this old beldam's, in penitentials, inftead 
of moving compaffion, muft evermore confirm hatred ; 
while Beauty in tears, is beauty heightened, and what 
nay heart has ever delighted to fee. — 

• What excufe l—T Confound you, and your curfed 
' Daughters, what excufe can you make ? — Is (he 
' DOt gone I—Has ihe not efcapcdl — Bnx. >atl<ck'^«.\. 
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* am qpite diftra£ted, before I commit half an hun* 

* drcd murders^ let me hear how it was/* — 
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I HAVE heard her ftory ! — Art, damn'd, con* 
fbundedy wicked, unpardonable Art, in'a woman of 
her chara£ler — Bat (hew me a woman, and Til (hew* 
thee a plotter! — This plaguy Sex is /^r/ itfelf : Every 
individual of it is a plotter by nature* 

This is the fubftance of the old wretch's account. 

She told ' me, * That I had no fooner left the vile 

* houfe, than Dorcas acquainted the Syren* {,Do^ 
Jack^ let me call her ncmesi — / befeech thee, Jack^ 
to permit me to call her names! * than Dorcas ac- 

* quainted her Lady] with it ; and that I had left werd» 

* that I was gone to Ooftors-Commons, and (hould 
*'bc heard of for fome hours at the Horn there, if' 

* inquired after by the Counfellor, or any body elfe : 
^ That afterwards I ihould be either at the Cocoa- 

* Tree, or KingVArms, and fliould not return till 
'• late.. .She then urged her to take fomc refrcfhment.* 

* She was in tears when Dorcas approached her ; 

* her fancy eyes fwcllcd with weeping: She refufed 
' either to eat or drink ; fighed as if her heart would 

* break/ — Falfc, devilifh grief! not fhe humble fileni 
griefs that only dcferves />////— Contriving to ruin 
mci to defpoil me of all that I held valuable, in the 
very midfi of if. 

* Nevcrthelefs, being refolved not to fee me for a 

* week at lead, fhe ordered her to bring her up three 

* or four French rolls, with a little butter, and a de- 

* canter of water j telling her, fhe would difpenfe with 
*• her attendance ; and that Ihould be all Ihe would 
^ live upon in the interim- So, artful creature ! prc- 

* tending to lay up for a week's fiege.' — For, as to 
fubftaniial food, fhe, no more ihan other angels — An- 
gels, faid I , — The devil take me if ihe (hall be any 
more an ang<:l , — For (he is odious in my eyes; and 

I kdte her mortally I — 
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But oh! Xovdace, thou Heft !— £he is all that is 
lovely ! All that is excellent ! 

But is {hCi can (he be gone ! — O how Mifs Howe 
will triumph 1 — ^Bui if |hat lictlc Fury receive her. 
Fate ihall make me rich amends ^ for then will I con« 
trive to have them both. 

I was looking back for connexion — but tlie devil 
-take connexion ; I have no bufinefs with it : The 
contrary beft befits dtftra£Uonj and that will fooQ be 
my lot i 

* Dorcas confuhed the old wretch about obeying 
'* her : O yes* by all means ; for Mr« Lovelace knew 

* how to come at her at any time ; and dircAed a 
' bottle of Sherry to be added. 

' Thischearful compliance fo obliged her» that fhe 
** was prevailed upon to go up, and look- at the da- 
-* mage done by the fire; and feemed not only ihocked 

* atit, bnty as they thought, fatisfied it was no trick; 

* as fhe owned ihe had at firft apprehende d it to be. 
^ All this made them fecure ; and they laughed in 

' their fleeves, to think what a childifh way of £hew- 
^ ing her refentment'fhe had found out ; Sally throw* 

* ing out her witticifms, that Mr&. Lovelace was, 
^ right, however, not to quarrel with her bread cmd tut" 

* ter: 

Now this very childi{hnefs» as they imagined it, in 
fuch a genius, would have madem^ fufped either her 
'head, afccr what had happened the night before % or 
her purpofe, when the marriage was (fo far as fhe 
koew) to be completed within the week which fhe 
was refolved to iecrete berfcif from me in the fame 
houfe. 

• She fent Will, with a l^etter to Wilfon's. dircacd 

* to Mifs HowCi ordering him to inquire if there 

* were not one for her there. 

^ He only pretended to go, and brought word there, 

* was none j and put her Letter in his pocket for me. 
^ She then ordered him^o carry aQO\kt](\viVvO:iQ^<^ 
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* gave h'm) to the Horn-Tavcra to me.— All this 

* done without any fceming hurry ; yet Ihe appeared 

* to be very folemn 5 and put her handkerchief frc* ' 

* quently to her eyes. 

• Will, pretended to come to tne, ^Ith this Letter. ' 

* But tho' the dog had the fagaciiy to miftruftfome- 

* thing on her fending him out a fecond time (and to : 

* me, whom (he had refufed to fee); which he thought * 

* extraordinary ; and mentioned his miftrufts to Sally, ; 

* Polly, and Dorcas ; yet they made light. of his fuf- • 

* picions; Dorcas afTuring them all^ that her Lady i 

* fcemcd more ftupid with her grief, than aflive ; . 
< and that fhe really believed flie was a little turned 1 

* in her head, and knew not what (he did. But aU * 

* of them depended upon her inexperience, her open \ 

* temper,' and upon her not making the leaA motion* 

* towards going out, or to have a coach, or chw 
' called, as fometimes fhe had done ; and ftiil more 

* upon the preparations fhe had made for a week's ' 

* fiege, as I may call it. 

* Will, went out, pretending to bring the Letter j 

* to me 5 but quickly returned ; his heart ftill mif- 

* giving him, on recollefting my frequent cautions, 

* that he was not to judge for himfclf, when he had 

* fofiiive orders ; but if any doubt occurred, from 

* circumftances I could not forefee, literally to follow 

* them, as the only way to avoid blame^ 

* But it muft have been in this little interval, that 

* fhe efcaped ; for fiM>n after his return, they made 
' faft the flreei- door and hatch, the mother and the 

* two nymphs taking a little turn into the garden; 

* Dorcas going up flairs, and Wilh (to avpid beiog 

* feen by his Lady, or his voice heard) down into 

* the kitchen. 

• About half an hour after,Dorcas,who had planted 
« herfelf whfre (he could fee her Lady's door open, ' 

* had the curiofity to go to look through the key-hole, 

* JlMving Si mifgi^mgf as flic faid, that her Lady might 
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^ offer fome violence to berfelf, in the mood fhe had 
^ beea in all day : and finding ^he key in the door, 
' which was not very ufual, (he tapped at it three or 
' four times, and having no anfwrer, opened it, with 
' Madam, Madam; did you call ? — Sappofing her in 

* her clofet. 

* Having no anAvcr, (he ftepp'd forward, and] was 

* aftonifhed to find (he was not there. She hafliiy 

* ran into the Dining-ro^m, then into my apartments; 

* iearched every clofet ; dreading all the time to be- 

* hold fome fad cata(trophe. 

* Not finding her any-where, (he ran down to the 

* old creature, and her nymphs, with a Have you 

* fcen my Lady? — Then Ihe's gone! — She's no- 

* where above i 

* They were fure fhe could not be gone out. 

* The whole houfe was in an uproar in an inftant; 

* feme ranning ifjp-ftairs, fome down, from the upper 
' rooms to the lower ; and all fcreaming, How fhould 
' they look me in the face ! 

^ Will, cried out, he was a dead man; He blamed 

* them i They hhn ; and every one was an accufer^ and 

* an exeu/erzt the fame time. 

•^ When they had fearched the whole hou(e, and 

* every clofet in it, ten times over, to no purpofe, 
' they took it into their heads to fend to all the por- 
' ters, chairmen, and hackney-coachmen, that had 

* been near the houfe for two hours pad to inquire 

* if any of them faw fuch a young Lady ; defcri^ 
^ hing her, 

' This brought them fome light : The only dawn^ 

* iflg for h(^9 thsCtI can have, and which keeps me 

* firom abfolute defpair. One of the chairmen gave 
^ them this accounts That he faw fuch a one come 

* out of the houfe a little before Four (in a great 

* huiry, and as if affrighted) with a little parcel tied 
^ op in an handkerchief, in her hand : That he to^k 

^ notice to hisJcUow, who plied bfit \iV\vq^x. V^ 
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* anfweringy 'that fhc was a fine young Lady ^ That 
^ he'd warrant, (he had either a bad hufband, or very 
' crofs parents ; for that her eyes feemed fwelled 
*.with crying. Upon which, a third .fellow replied, 
^ That it might be a Doe efcaped from Mother 

* Damnahie^s park« This Mrs. Sinclair told me with 

* a cuiie, and a wifli that Ihe knew the faucy yillaio i 

* — She though t» truly, that flie bad a better reputa* 

* titn : fo handfomely as Jhe livedo and Jo juftly as Jhe 

* paid every^bodyfor what Jhe bought : her houje vijited 
"* by the bejl and civsleft of gentlemen ; and no noije er 

* brawls ever heard or known in it* 

* From thefe appearances, the fellow who gave 
^ this information, had the curiofity to follow hec, 
^ un^rceived. She often looked back« £very-body 
"* who pafled her, turned to look after her ^ pafilng 
^ their verdicts upon her tears, her hurry» and her 
'* charming perfon 9 till coming to a ftand of coaches, 

* a coachman plied her; was accepted; alighted ; 
^ opened the coach-door in a hurry, feeing her hutry; 
^ and in it ihe ftumblcd for hafte ; and, as the fellow 
"* believed, hurt her fhins with the ftumble/ 

The devil take me, Belford, if my generous heart 
is not moved for her, notwithflanding her wicked 
<ieceit, to think what muft be her reflexions and ap- 
prehenfions at the time : — A mind fo delicate, heed- 
ing no cenfures ; yet, probably afraid of being laid 
hold of by a Lovelace In every one fhe faw 1 At the 
fame iifoc, not knowing to what dangers (he was 
about to ezpofe herfelf ; nor of whom (he could ob- 
tain ihclter ; a ftranger to the town, and to. all its 
ways ; the afternoon far gone ; but little moneys aofl 
no clothes but thofe &e. had on ! 

It is impoffible, in this Htde interval fince laft nighty 
that Mi6 Howe's Townfend could be co-operadng. 

.But how {he muft abhor me, to run all theft 

riiques ; how heartily muft ihe deteft me, for my 

freedoms oi hit ^ght I ' Q thdX^ had given her greatdr 
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rcafon for a rcfentment fo violent ! —As to her Virtue^ 
I am too much enraged to give hef the merit due to 
that. To Virtue it cannot be owing that (he fhouid 
fly from the charming profpcfts that were before her ; 
bat toMalice, Hatred, Contempt, HarlowePride^ 
(the ward of Pride), and to all the deadly paflions 
that ever reigned in a female bread — And if I can 
but recover her — But be ftill« be calm, be hulhed, 
my ftormy paflions ; for is it not ClarifTa [^Harlo^e 
mud I fay ?] that thus I rave agatud ? 
« The fellow heard her fay. Drive faft I Very feft ! 

* Where, Madam ? To Holborh Bafs, aniwered 

* fhe ; repeating. Drive very faft ! — And up fhc 
^ pulled both the windows : And he loft fight of the 

* coach in a minute. 

* Will, as foon as he had this intelligence, fpeeded 
' away in hopes to trace her out ; declaring, that he 
' would never think of feeing me, dil he had heard 

* fome tidings of his Lady.' 

And now, Belford, all my hope is, that this fellow 
(who attended us in our Airing to Hamftead, to High- 
gate, to Mufwcll-hill, to Keniifh-Town) will hear of 
ber at fome one or other of thofe places. .And 9n this 
I the raihci build, as I remember fhe was on€e» after 
our • return, very inquifitive about the Stages, and 
their prices; praifing the convenicncy to pafTengcrs in 
their going off every hour ; and this in Will's hear- 
ing, who was then in attendance. Wo be to the 
Villain, if he recoU«A not this ! 

* 
I HAVE been traverfing her room, meditating, or 

tahkig up every-thing (he but touched or uled ; The 
glafi fhe drcflcd at, I was ready to break, for not 
giving roc the perfonal image it was wont to reflect, 
of ber^ whofe idea is for ever pr^fent with me. I 
call for her, now in the terrderel^, now in the moft 
reproachful terms, as if vrithin hearing: Wa'\da^ 
het^ I want my otin foul, at leaft tNen-^Vito ^^^"^ ^^ 
Vol. V. C . \v 
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it. What a void in my heart i what a chilQefs iii 
my bloody as if it« circulation vffire arrefted ! From 
her room to my owo j id the Dioing-room^ and in 
and out of every place where I have ieen the Beloved 
of my hearty do I hurry } in none can I tarry ; her 
lovely image in every one, in feme lively attitude, ^ 
Jiifhing cruelly upon me, in differently remembered 
xonverfatioos. 

But when in my firft fury, at my return, I went 
up two pair of ftairs, refolved to find the locked-up 
JDorcaSy and beheld the vaioly-burnt window-board, 
and recoUeAed my baffled contrivances, baffled by 
my own weak folly, I thqught my diftra£tion com* 
pleted ; and down I ran as one frighted at a fpe^lre, 
ready to howl for vexation ; my head and my tem- 
ples (hooting with a violence I had never felt before ; 
■and my back aching as if the vertebrae were disjointed' 
^nd falling in pieces. 

But now that I have heard the Mother's ftory, and 
C0Qtem{dated the dawning hopes given by the chair* 
man's .iafbrmation, I am a good deal eafier, and can 
make cooler reflections. Mod heartily pray I for 
Will.'s fuccefs, every four or five minutes. If I lofe 
her, all my rage will return with redoubled fury. 
The difgrace to be thus outwitted by a novice, an 
infant in ftratagem and contrivance, added to the vio- 
lenceof my paffion for her, will either break my heart, 
or (what faves many an heart, in evils infupportable) 
turn my brain. "What had I to do to go out a Li- 
cence-hunting, at leaft till I had fecn her, and madp 
up matters with her ? And indeed, were ^t not the 
privilege of a principal to lay all his own faults ugon 
his underlings, and never be to blame himfelf, I fhould 
be apt to refleAy that I am more in fault than any- 
•bddy. And as the fiing of this reflcflion will (harpen 
upon me, if I recover her not, how iball I be able. to 
bear it ? 
Jf ever — 



Let. 3. Clarifla Harlowc. 27 

Here Mr. Lovelace lays himfelf under a curfe, too 
/hocking to be repeated^ if he revenge nst himfelf 
upon the Lady, fiould he once more get her into 
bis hands. 

# * * * « 

# * 

I HATE juft now difmifTed the fniveling toad Dor^ 
cas, who was introduced to me for my pardon by the 
whining Mother. I gave her a kind of negative and 
ungraciousforgiveoeis. Yet I (hall as violently curfe 
the two nymphs, by-and-byi for the confequences o£ 
my own folly : And this will be a good way too« to 
prevent their ridicule upon me, for loiing fo glorious 
an opportunity as I had laft night, or rather this 
morning. 

I have collected, from the re.fult of the inquirieSj^ 
made of the^h airman, and from Dorcas*s obfervatio^l^'' 
before the cruel creature efcaped, a defcription o^^r^ 
drefs ; and am rcfolvedt if I cannot otherwife bSuMif' 
her, to advertife her in the Gazette, as an ekl||^. 
wife, both by her maiden and acknowledged naoi^^. 
for her elopement will foon be known by every Em» 
my I Why then fhould not my Friends be made ac- 
quainted with it, from whofe inquiries and informa- 
tions I may expefV fome tidings of her ? 

^ She had on a brown luSring^ night-gowo^ frelb^ 

^ * and looking like new, as cvery<-thing ihe wears dpcs* 

^ whether new or not, from an elegance najjpral to 

^ her. A beaver hat, a black ribband about her ncck^ 

* and blue knots on her breaft. A quilted petticoat 
^ of carnationWiploured fattia^ a rofe-diamond ring^ 
^' fuppofed on ner finger \ and in her whok perfon 

* and appearance,' as Lihall exprefs it, a dignity, as 
' well as beauty, that commands the repeated atteh* 

* tion oi every one who fees her.* 

The deicriptioa of her perfon 1 ihall take a little 
more pains about. My mind muft be more at c\&v 
before I can undertake that. And 1 fiii^W \\itt3Xt.t\^ 

C 2 * Cci^ 
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* that if, after a certain period given for her voluntary 
^ return^ {he be not heard of, I will profecute any 

* perfon who prefumes to entertain, harbour, abett. 
< or encourage her, with all the vengeance that an 
' injured gentleman and hu(band may be warranted 

' to take by law, or otherwife." 

♦ • .# ■♦ 

# * 

Fresh caofe of aggravation ! — But for this fcrib- 
bling vein, or I (hould ftill run mad. 

Again going into her chamber, becaufe it v;as hers, 
and iighing over the bed, and every piece of furniture 
in it, I caft my eye towards the drawers of the dreC- 
iDg-glafs, and'faw.peep out^ as it were, in one of the 
half-drawn drawers, thecorner of a Letter. I fnatched 
it out, and found it fuperfcribed, by her. To Mr. Love-- 
. lace. The fight of it made my heart leap, and 1 trem- 
bled fo, that I could hardly open the feal. 
^ How does this.damn'd Love unman me! — But no- 
body ever loved as I love ! It is even increafed by 
hei^ unworthy JQight, and my difappointoient. In- 
greatful creature, to fly from a pallion thus ardently 
ifiaming! which, like the palm, rifes the more for 
being deprefTed and flighted. 

I will not give thee a Copy of this Letter. I owe 
her not fo much fervice. 

But wouldfl thou think, that ih\s hatighiy £romi/e' 
breaker could refolve, as £he does, abfolutely and for 
.ev^r to renounce me for what pafled Ia(\ night I That 
flie coHid refolve to forego all her opening ^rofpe^ls 
of Reconciliation ; that Reconciliation with a worth- 
lefs family, on which fhe had fct her whole heart? — 
Yet Ihe does — She acquits me of 4|U obligation to 
her, and herfelf of all expedtations from me — And 
for what ? — O that indeed I had given her real caufe ! 
Damn'd coi^ounded Niccnefs, Pruderv, Affeftation, 
or pretty Ignorance, if not Aflcftation ! — By my foul, 
Belford, I told thee all — I was more indebted to her 
•firuggles^ than to my .own forwardnefs. I cannot 

fupport 
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fupport my own refleftions upoQ a decency fo ill 
requited — She could not, (he would not have been fo 
much a Harlowe in her refentmenr^ had I deferved^ 
as I ougif^ to have done, her refentmenr. All (he 
feared^ ha4 then been over; and her own good i^GiiCc, 
and even modefty, would have taught her to make 
the bcft of it. 

But if ever again I get her into my hands, /^rt and 
more /^r/, and Compulfion too, if ihe make it neccf- 
fary [and *iis plain that n-'ithing elfe will do] (halj (he 
expeiience from the man whgle fear 0/ her has been 
above even his paffion for her ; and whofc gentlcnefs 
and forbearance ihe has thus perfidioujly triumphed 
over. Well, fays the Poet, 

'77/ noi/er like a lion to invade 

When appetite diredis^ and feize my prey^ 

Than to wait tamely^ like a begging dogy 

Till dull confent throiif^ out the Scraps of Love. 

Thou knowcd what I have fo lately vowed — And 
yety at times [Cruel creature, and ingrateful as crueli j 
I can fubfcribe with too much truth to thofe lines of 
another Poet: 

She reigns more fully in my foul than ever : 
She garifons my breafl^ and mam againft me 
Ev'n my own rebel thoughts, with thoujhnd graces. 
Ten thoufand charmr, and nei^^difcover^d beauties / 

LETTER IV. 

Mr. LovEtACE, To John Belford, Efq'9 

A Letter is put into my hands by Wilfon himfdf— 
Such a Letter I 
A Letter from Mifs Howe to her cruel friend !^^ 
i made no fcrupie to open it. 
it is a rairacie ihat I fell not into fits at the rcadla^ 
of if, and at rhe thought of vrhat tni^bt \iv^^\i^^^^^ 
ihe coafcqueace, had it come to the \\2Ltv4^ ^^ ^^'^' 

C 3 CUrx' 
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Clarijfa ffarhwe. Let my juftly-cxcited rage ezcufe 
my irreverence. 

Collins, tbo' not bis day, brought it this afternoon 
to Wilfon's, with a particular defire, that it might be 
fcnt with all fpeed to Mifs Beaumont's lodgings, and 
given, if poffible, into her own hands. He had before 
been here (at Mrs. Sinclair's) with intent to deliver it 
to the Lady with his own hand ; but was told Itoo 
trufy.toiJ/] that (he was abroad i but that they would 
give her any-thing he fhould leave for her, the mo* 
mtnt ihe returned. But he cared not to truft them 
with his bufinefs, and went away to Wilfon's (as I 
find by the defcription of him at both places) and there 
left the Letter ; but nor till he had a fecond time 
called here, and found her not come in. 

The Letter [Which I fhall indofe ; for it is too 
long to tranfcribe] will account to thee for Collins'^ 
coming hither. 

O this devUilh Mifs Howe I — Something muft be 
refolved upon and done with that little Fury ! 

Thou wilt fee the margin of this curfed Letter 
crouded with indexes [K^]. I put them to mark the 
places which call for vengeance upon the viien writer, 
or which require animadveriion. Return thou it to 
me the moment thou haft perufed it. 

Read it here ; and avoid trembling for me, if thou 
canft* 

To Mifs LJETiTiA Beaumont. 
My dearefi Friend^ Wednefday^ June 7. 

YO U will perhaps think, that I have been too 
long filent. But I had begun two Letters at 
different tiolcs iince my laft, and written a great 
deal each time ; and with fpirit enough, I alTure you, 
19'incenfed as I was againft the abominable wretch 
you are with ; particularly on reading yours ofnhe 
2ift of the paft month {a). 

(#) Sec Vel. lY. Letter xxxiv. . 
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^ The firfl I inicnded to keep open till I could 
give you fome account of my proceedings with Mrs. 
Townfend. It was fome days before I faw her : 
And this intervcnient fpacc giving me time to rc- 
perufe what I had written, I thought' it proper to 
lay that afide, and to write in a (lyle a little lefs fer- 
It3rvent; for you would have blamed me, I know, for 
OC^the freedom of fome of my exprefTuns {^Execration f, 
if you plcafe]. And when I had gone z, good way 
in the JiconJ, the change in your profpe^ts, on his 
communicating to you Mifs Montague's Letter, and 
his better behaviour, occafiohing a change in your 
mind, I laid that aiide alfo. And in this uncer- 
tainty, thought I would wait to fee the iSue of af- 
fairs between you before I wrote again ; believing 
that all would foon be decided one way or other. 

I had Hill, perhaps, held this refolution [As every 
appearance^ according to your Letters, was more and 
more promifing] had not tha two pafTcd days fur- 
niihed me with intettigence which it highly imports 
you to know. 

But I muft (lop here^ and take a little walk, to 
try to keep down that juft indignation'which rifes 
to my penj when I am about to relate to ydn what 
I muft communicate. 

I AM not my own miftrefs enough — ^Then my 
Mother — Always up and down — And watching as 
if I«were writing to a Fellow— -But I will try if I 
can contain rayfelf in tolerable bounds*- 

Thc women of the houfe where you are— O my 
dear—The wbmeo of the houfe^ — ^^But you never 
thought highly of them — So it cannot be very fur- ' 
prifing— Nor would you have ftaid fo long luith 
f^them^ had not the notion of removing to one of your 
own^ made you lefs uneafy, and lefs curious about 
^their charaAers and behaviour. Yet I could iKnu 
willi^ thdtyou bad been lefs tcCcc'Ytd %ca^ti%^^xsi — 

C 4 ^>3 
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E^But Vxt2%t you— In fliorr, my dear, you arc cer- 
tainly in a devilifli houfe I — Be afTured, that the wo- 
man is one of the vileft of women — Nor does fhe 
go to you by her right name — Very true ! — ^Hcr 
name is n9t Sinclair-— nor is the Street (he lives in, 
Dover-ftreet — Did you never go out by yourfelf, 
and difcharge the coach or chair, and return by an- 

yy other coachor chair ? If you did [Yet I don'tre- 
member that you ever wrote to me^ that you didj 
you would never have found your way to the vile 
houfe, ether by the Woman's name Sinclair, ot 
by the Street^. n?Tic, mentioned by that DolemaQ 
in his Letter about the lodging$ {a). 

The wretch might indeed have held out thefe 
falfe lights a litle more excufeably, had the houfe 
been an hoocft houfe ; and had his end only been 
to prevent mifchief frxjm your Brother.— But this 
contrivance was antecedent, as I think, to your 
Brother's project : So that no excufe can be made 
for his intentions at the //W-^The man, whatever 

5^"he m^Lynow intend^^ wjiscertainly then, c\cn then, 
a villain in his heart ! 

1^" I AM exceffively concerned, that 1 fhould be 
pret^iledupon, between ^^wrover-nicencfs, on one 
hand, and my Mother*^ pofitivenefs, on the other, 
to be fatisfied without knowing how to direfttoyou 
at your lodgings. Ithinktooj that the propofal that 
I fliould be put off to a third-hand knowledge, or ra- 
ther veiled in 9ijirjl-hand ignorance, came from him 
— and that 5t was only acquielced in by you, as it 
was by me (a), upon neediefs and weak confidera- 

[a) Vol. III. Lettors xxxiv, xxxv. 

(<;) Sec Vol. III. Letter lii. Par. i% Letter, liv. Par.ia. Where 
the Reacler will obferve, that the propofal came from hcrfclf ; which, 
as itvrai alfo mentioned by Mr.Lovelact (towards the end of Letter lix 
in Vo). 111.) ihc may be prcfumcd to have forgotten* So thai Clarifla 
Ajid a double iDducemcnt for acquiefc\ng^uVvt\\ti vto^^fedvtv^vWc.^ 
c2rrpagon the corrcfnondctict between Mi^vHowe ^nA\v«fc\lV^\N xV 
^oa 's convcystnce, and by the name of L.«uu^ Bc4>^monx. 
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tions—Becaufe, truly, I might have it to fay, if 

challciyg^d, that I knew not where to fend to you ! "^ 

I am a&amed of myfelf ! — Had this been at ^z;^ cx- 

cufeable^ it could not be a good reafon for going on 

in the folly, when you had no liking to the houfe^ 

(^^and when he began to play tricks, and delay with 

' you. — What! I was to miftruft myfelf, was I? — 

I was to allow it to be thought, that I could not 

f^keep my own Secret ? — But the houfe to be taken 

1^ at this time, and at that timef led us both on — like 

t^fools, like rame fools in a ftring. — Upon my life, 

my dear, this man is a vile, a contemptible villain 

—I muft fpcak out! — How has he laughed in his 

flecve at us both, I warrant, for I can't tell how 

long I 

And yet v ho could have thought, that a man of 
foitune, and fbme reputation [This Doleman, I 
mean ; not your wretch, to be fure .'^ — formerly a 
Rake indeed — •[! inquired after him — long ago; 
and fo was the cafier fatibfied] —but married to a 
woman of family — haviDg had a palfy-blow — atid 
t^one would think a penitent — (hould recommend 
fuch a houfe [Why, my dear, he could noiinquire 
of it, but mult find it to be bad] to fuch a man as 
Lovelace, to bring his future, nay, his then fup- 
pofed,. Bride to ? 

B^ I WRITE, perhaps, with too much violence, to 
be clear. But I cannot help if. Yet I lay down 
my pen, and take it up every ten minutes, in order 
to write with fome temper — My Mother too in and 
out — What need I ((he alks me) lock myfelf in, if I 
am only reading paft correfpondencics ? — for that i^ 

5^ my pretence, when fte comes poking in with her 
face fliarpened to an edge, as I may f^y, by a curio- 

W'fity that gives her morc| pain than pleafure — The 
lx)rd forgive me ; but I believe I (hall huff her next 
time ihe comes in. . 
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Do You forgive mc too, my dear. My Mother 
wght\ becaufe ihe fays, I am my Father's girl^ 
and becaufe I am Aire I am hers. I don't know 
ivhat to do — I don't know what to write next — I 
have fo much to write, yet have fo lictle patience, 
and fo little opportunity. 

But I will tell you how I came by my intelligence. 
UP That being %fa^^ and requiring the leis attention, 
I will try to account to you for that* 

Thus then it came about — * Mifs Lardner (whom 
you have feen at her Coufin Biddulph's) faw you 
at St. James's church on Sunday was fortnight. 
She kept you in her eye during the whole time ; 
but could not once obtain the notice of yours, 
tho' fhe courtefied to you twice. She thought to 
pay her compliments to )0U when the Service was 
over ; for (he doubted nc t but you were married— 
^' and for an odd reafon — Icc.aufe you came to church 
by your/elf. Every eye (a* ufual, wherever you 
are, fhe faid) was upon yot and this Teeming to 
give you hurry, and you being nearer the door 
than (he, you flid out, before fhe could get to you. 
But fhe ordered her fervant to follow you till you 
were houfed^ This fervant faw you flep into a 
chair, which waited for you ; and you ordered the 
men to carry you to the place where they took 
you up.' 

* The next day, Mifs Lardner fent the fame (er- 
vant, out of irjcre curiofity, to make private in- 
quiry whether Mr. Lovelace were, or were nor, 
with you there. And this inquiry brought out, 
^ ^ from different people, that the houfe was fufpedled 
to be one of thoCe genteel wicked houfes, which 
receive and accommodate fajbionabie people of 
both Sexes. 

< Mifs Lardner, confounded at this Arange in- 
< teHiij;ence, made further inquiry; enjoining fe- 

\ ccccy 
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* crecyto the fer? ant (he had fent, as well as to the 
' geQdeman whom fhe employed: Who had ijt 

Kar coQjSraied from a rakiih friend, who knew the 
' houfe \ and told him, that there were two houfes; 
' the one in which all decent appearances were pre,* 

* ferved. and guejis rarely admitted; the other^ the 

* receptacle of thofe who were abfolutely engaged, 

* and broken to the vile yoke.' 

55- Saj — my dear creature — fay — Shall I not exe- 
crate the wrttch? — But words are weak — What 
can I fay, that will fuitably expiefs my abhorrence 
of fuch a villain as be mud have been, when he 
meditated ro carry a ClarifTa to fuch a place ! 

* Mifs Lardner kept this to herfelf fome day^^ 

* not knowing what to do; for (he loves you> and 

* admires you of all women. At laft, (he revealed 
' ir, but in confidence to Mifs Biddulph, by Let- 
' ur. Mifs Biddulph, in like confidence^ being 
' afraid it would didraA me^ were I to know i(, 
' communicated it to Mifs Lloyd; and fo^ like a 

. ' whifpered fcandai» it pafi^ed through feveral ca- 
^ nals; and tken it came to me. Which was not 
« till laft Monday^' 

I thought 1 (houid have fainted upon the furpri- 
fing communication. But Rage taking place, it blew 
away the fudden illnefs. I befought Mifs Lloyd tp 
re-enjoin fccrecy to evcry-one. I told her, that I 
would not for the world that my Mother^ or any 

Urof your family, fhould know it. And 1 inftantly 
caufed a trufty friend to make what inquiries he 
could about TomliDfon. 

y^ I had thoughts to have done it before I had this 
inielligepce: But not imagining it to be needful, 
and little thinking that you could be in fuch a 
houfcy and as you were pleafed with your changed 

If profpefts, I forbore. And the rather forbore, as the 
matter is fo laid, that Mrs. Hodges is fuppofed to 
know nothing of the proj^^e^ treat"} q{ ^ccoxEvmc^- 

C 6 ^^.<\Q\:^v 
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dation; but^ on the contrary, that it was deiigned 
to be a fecret to her, and to every body but imme- 
diate parties ; and it was Mrs. Hodges chat I had 
propofed to found by ^/econdhsLnd: . 

m^. Now, my dear, it is certain* without applying to 
that too-much fevoured houfekeeper, that there is 
not fuch a man within ten miles of your Uncle. 
Very true ! One Tomkins there is, about four miles 
off; but be is a day-labourer ; And one Thomffon^ 
about five miles didant the other way ; but he is a 
parifh fchoolmafler, poor, and about fevcncy. 

tsr A man, tho' but of 8oo /. a year, cannot come 
from one county to fettle in another, but every- 
body in, both niuft know it, and talk cf it. 

)ft Mrs. Hodges may yet be founded at a diftabce, 
if you will. Your Uncle is an old man. Old rncn 
imagine themfelves under obligation to their para- 
mours, if younger than themfelves, and fwldom keep 

j^^any-thing from their knowledge. But if we fuppofe 
him to make a fecret of the deiigned treaty, it is 
impoffible, ^i^/br/that treaty was thought of, but (he 
muft have feen him, at le«ift have heard yoxxv Uncle 
fpeak praiftfully of a man he is faid to be fo inti- 
mate with, let him have been ever fo little a while 
in thofe parts. 

D:S^ iYer, methinks, the ftory is (o plaufible : Tom- 
linfon, as you defcribe him, is fo good a man, and 
fo much of a gentleman j ihe end to be anfwered by 

l>;^his being an impoftor, fo much more than necejjarji 
if Lovelace has villainy in his head; and as you are 

B3*in fuch a houfe — Your wretch's behaviour to him 
was fo petulant and lordly j and Tomlinfon's an- 
fwer fo full of fpirit and circumftance ; and then 

K^what he communicated IX) yx>u of Mr. Hickman's 
application to your Uncle, and of Mrs. Norton's 
to your mother [fome cf which particulars, I am 

^faiisfitd, his vile agent Jofeph Leman could not re- 
veal to his viler employer] J hi* preffingon the mar- 

riagp- 
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riage-day, in the name of your Uncle, which it could 

If^noi anfwer any wicked purpofe for him to do; and 
what he writes of your Uncle's propofal, to have it 
thought that you were married from the time that 
you have lived in one houfe together ; and that to 
be made to agree with the time of Mr. Hickman's 

{tS^vifit to your Uncle : Tne infifting on a trufty per- 
fon's being prefent at the Ceremony, at that Un- 
cle's nomination — The/e things mah me wHing 4o 
try for ^ tolerable conftruEfion to be made of all s 
tho* I am fo much puzzled by what occurs on both 

r^ fides of the qutAion, that I cannot but abhor the 
devilifh wretch, whofe inventions and contrivances 
are tor ever employing an inquifitive head, as mine 
is, without affording the means of abiolute de- 
tection. 

Cut this is what I am ready to conjecture, that 
Tomlinfon, fpecious as he is, is a machine of Lo^tr 

. lace \ and that he is employed for fome end, which 

i;^has not yet been aofwered. This is certain, that 
not only Tomlinfon, but Mennell, who, I think, 
attended you more than once at this vile houfe, muft 
know it to be a vile houfe. 

What can you th«n think of Tomlinfon's de- 
claring himfelf \u favour of it, upon inquiry ? ■ 

Lovelace too muft know it to be fo ; if not be- 
fore he brought you to it, foon after. 

f^ Perhaps ihe Company he found there^ may be the 
moft probable way of accounting for his bearing 
with the houfe, and for his (traoge fufpenfions of 
marriage, when it was in bis power to call fuch aa 
angel of a woman his. — 

^ O my dear, the man is afvillain ! the greateft of 
villain?, in every light ! — I am convinced that be M. 
And this Doleman muft be another of his imple- 
ments t 

There are fo many wretches who think that to 
be BO fio^ which is ouc of the g;re^cft| ^Ltidi vVi^ m^^ 
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ingrateful of all iioS| to ruin jFouog creatures of our 
Sex who place their confideuce in them ; thatth^ 
wonder is lefs than the fbame, that people of figure^ 
of appearance at leaft^ are found to promote the 
liorridpurpofesof profligates of fortune andlnterefti 

(^* But can I think [You will aik with indignant 
aftoni(hment3 that Lovelace can have dcfigns upon 
your honour ? 

That fuch defigns he has had, if he ftill hold them 

not, I can have no doubt, now that I know the 

houfe he has brought you to, to be a vile one. This 

is a clue that has led me to account for ail his beha* 

viourto you ever iioce you have been in his hands. 

Allow me a brief rctrofpedtion of it all. 

We both know, that Pride, Revenge, and a de* 

light to tread in unbeaten paths, are principal iogre- 

. dients in the cliara^er of this finiflied Libertine. 

tS^ He hates all your family, yourfelf excepted} ancf 
I have fcvcral times thought, that I have feen him 
ilung and mortified that Love has obliged him to 

(^kneel at yourfooiftool/becaufe you are ?iHarlowe. 
— Yet is this wretch a Savage in Love. — Love that 
humaAizes the fierceft fpiriis, has not been able to 
Tubdue his. His Pride^ and the credit which a few 
*plaufible qualities t fprinkled among his odious anes^ 
have given him, have fecured him too good a recep- 
tion from our eye*judging, our undi(Hngui(hing^ 
our felf-flattering, our too-confiding Sex, to make 
affiduity and obfequiouinefs, and a conqueft of his 
unruly pafiions, any part of his ftudy. 

^^ He has fome reafon for his animolity to all the 
meDi and to one woman of your family. He has 
always ihewn vqu, and his own family too, that 

l^he prefers his Pride to his laterefl:. He is a declared 
Marriage*hater : A notorious Intriguer: Full of his 
inventions; and glorying in them. — He never could 
draw you into declarations of Love : Nor til your 

^ wfe relations pcrfccutcd yoU| as they did^ to receive 
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V3r his addrelTes as a Loyer^ — He knew, that you prc- 
fefledly difliked him for his immoraliiies : he could 
Bot therefore juftly blame vou for the coldoefs and 
indifference of your behaviour to him. 

tT The prevpntioD of mifchief was your firft main 
vieir in the correfpondence he drew you into. He 
.ought not^ then, to have wondered, that you de- 
clared your preference of the Single Life to anj^ ma- 
trimonial engagement. He knew, that this was a/- 
wajs your preference ; and that before he tricked 

1^ you away fo artfully. What was his conduct to you 
afterwards, that you fhould of a fudden change it ? 
Thus was your whole behaviour regular, con- 
fiftent, and dutiful to thofe to whom by birth you 
owed duty ; aiul neither prudifb^ coquettiih^ nor 
tyrannical to hiTi. 

ty He had agreedtogo on with you upon thofe your 
own terms, and to rely only on his own merits and 
future reformation^ for your favour. 

Vt It was plain xo me, indeed, to whom you com 
municated all that you knew of your own heart, tho* 
not all of it that I found out, that Love had pretty 
early gained footing in it. And this you yourfelf 
would have difcovered fooner than you did, had not 

09* his alarming, his unpolite, his rough conduct, kept 
it under. 

9T I knew, by experience, that Love is a fire that is 
not to be played with, without burning one*s fin- 
gers : I knew it to be a dangerous thing for two 
fingle perfons of different fexes, to enter into familia- 
rity and correfpondence with each other ^ fince, as 
to the latter, mu(^ not a perfon be capable of preme« 
ditated Art, who can fit down to write, and not 
write from the heart f^^And a woman to write her 
heart to a man praflifed in deceit, or even to a maa 
of fome chara£ler, what advantage does it give him 
over- her ? , - * 

ta* As ^this man's Vaorty had aiadc hm Vcs^^^'^tL^^ 
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that no woman could be proof agaioft Love, whe'n 
his addrefs was honourable % no wonder that he 
ftruggled, like a Lion held in toils, againll a paiiioQ 
that he thought not returned. And how could you, 
atfirfli (hew a return in Love, to fo fierce a fpirit, 
and who had fedaced you away by vile artifices, 
bat to the approval of thofe artifices/ 
g^ Hence, perhaps, it is not difficult to believe, that 
it became poilible for fuch a wretch as this to give 
way to his old prejudices againlV Marriage; and to 
that Reve oge which had always been a fiift paffion 
with him. 

This is the only way, I think, to account for 
his horrid views in biingiog you to a vile houie. 

An J now may not all the reli: be naturally ac- 
counted for ! — His delay. — His- teazing ways — ;His 
bringing you to bear with his lodging in the fame 
hou^ — His making you p.ds to the people of it, as- 
his Wife; though reJitUhvely fo, yet with hope, 
53r no doubt, (vilelt of villains, as he is I) to taice you 
at advantage — His bringing you into the com^my 
j;grof his Libertine Companions : The attempt of im- 
pofing upon you that Mifs Partington for a bed- 
fellow, very probably his own invention for the 
worft of purpofes : His terrifying you at many dif- 
ferent times: His obtruding himfelf upon you 
when you went out to church ; no doubt to prevent 
your finding out what the people of the houle were: 
The advantages he made of your Brother's fooiifh 
projeft with Singleton. 

Sec, my dear, how naturally all this follows from 

the difcovery made by Mifs Lardner. See how the 

^monfter, whom I thought, and fo often called, a 

fool^ comes out to have been all the time one of the 

Wrgreateft villains in the world ! 

But if this be (o, what [It would be alked by an 
indifferent perfon] has hitherto faved you ? GlOiious 
creature I— Whit, morally fpeaking, but your 
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Watchfulnefs ! What but That, and the Majefty of 
your Virtue ; the Native Dignity , which» 10 a fitua* 
tioQ fo very difficult (friendlefsi deftitute, paffiag 
for a "Wife^ caft into the compaay of creatures ac- 
cuftomed to betray and ruin innocent hearts) has 
hitherto enabled you to baffle, overawe, and con- 
found, fuch a dangerous Libertine as this; fo habi- 
tually remorfelefs, as you have obferved him to be ; 
fo very various in his temper \ fo inventive ; fo 
fecpnded, fo fupported, fo infligated, too probably, 
as he had been I — ^Thac Native Dignity ^ that He'^ 
roi/m I will call it^ which has, on all proper oeca- 
fions» exerted hfelf in \t% fuUXxx&te^ uniuingled with 

ll^that charming ^ obligingnefs and condefcendiag 
fwcetnefs, which is evermore the foftener of that 
dignity, when your mind is free and unapprehenfive ! 

jk^ Let me ftop to admire, and to blefs my beloved 
fciend, who, unhappily for berfclf, at an age fo ten* 
der, uoacquainted as (he was with the world, and 
wuh the vile arts of Libertines, having been called 
upon to fuftain'the haideft and mofl (hocking trials,, 
frooi perfecuting Relations on one band, and from a 
villainous Lover on the other, has been enabled to 
give fuch an illuftrious example of fortitude and pru- 
dence, as never woman gave before her ; and who, 
9& I have heretofore obferved (a), has made a far 
greater figure in adverfiiy, than ihe poflibly could 
have made, had all her fhining qualities been exert- 

g^ed in their full force and power, by the continu- 
ance of that proiperous^ lun of fortune which at- 
tended her for Eighteen years of lifv out of Nine- 
teen. 

A &» 

\pr But now, my dc:ar, do I apprehend, that you 
are in greater ditnger than ever yet you have been 
in 5 if you are not married in a week ; and yet Hay 
in this abominable houfe. For were you out of U, 
I own 1 fhouJd nor be much afraid £oc ^qm% 

(^J Sec Vol JV. p, 64. 
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Thefe are my thoughtSi on the moft deliberate 
^ coniideration : * That he is now convinced, that he 
has not been able to draw you off your guard: 
That therefore ) if he can obtain no new ad van- , 
tage over you as he goes alongj he is refolved to 
do you all the foarjuflice that it is in the power of 
fuch a wretch as he, to dp you. He is the rather 
induced to thisj as he fees, that all his own family 
have warmly engaged themfelves in your caufc: 
and that it is his higheft int'erift to be juft to you. 
Then the horrid wretch loves . you (as well he 
may) above all women. I have no doubt of this ; 
with^A a Love as fuch a wretch is capable of: 
0^ < With^A a Love as Herod loved his Martamnie. 
He is now therefore, very probablyi at laft« in 
earneft.' 

I took time for inquiries of different natures, as I 

knew by the train you are in, that whatever his de- 

figns are, they xannot ripen either for good or evil^ 

}ffr till fomething (hail refult from this new device of 

his about Tomllnfon and your Uncle. 

Device I have no doubt that it is, whatever this 
dark| this impenetrable fpirit intends by it. 
03p And yet I find it to be true, that Counfellor 
Williams (whom Mr. Hickman knows to be a man 
of eminence in his proFef&on) has aftually as good 
t^ as finifhed the Settlements : That two Draughts of 
them have been made ; one avowedly to be fent to 
one Captain Tomlinion, as the Clerk fays : — And I 
find that a Licence has actually been more than once 
endeavoured to be obtamed ; and that difficulties 
have hitherto been made, equally to Lovelace's 
83^ vexation and difappointmcnt, My Mother's Proc- 
tor, who is very intimate with the Pro£tor applied 
to by the wretch, has fome arthis information in 
confidence ; and hint?, that, as Mr. Lovelace is a 
man of high fortunes, thefe difficulties will proba- 
bly be got over, 
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But h^e follow the caufes of my apprehenfion of 
your danger; which I {houldoot have had a thought 
l^of (fince nothing very vile has yet been attempted) 
but on finding what a houfe you arein, and^on that * 
difcovery, laying together and ruminating on paft 
occurrences. 

* You arc obliged, from the prcfent favourable 
t^ * appearances, to give hioi your company whenever 

* he rcquefts if. — You arc under a neccfliiy of for- 
' getting, or feeming to forger, pad difobligations \ 
< and to receive his addrefTes as thofe of a betrothed 

* Lover. — You will incur the cenfure of prudery 
^ and affe£{acion, even perhaps in your own appre« 

* henfiooi if you keep hin^ at that diftance which 
H * has hitherto been your fecurity.— His fadden 

* (and as fuddenly recovered) iilnefs has given him 
' an opportunity to find out, that you love him* 
' Z^Iasj my dear, I knew you loved him /] He is, as 

1^ ' you relatci every hour more and more an en- 
' croacher, upon it. He has feemeJ to change his 

* nature^ and is all love and gentlenefs. The wolf 
' has put on the ilieep*s clothing ; yet more than 

tr' once has ihewn his teeth, and his hardly (heathed 
' daws. The ]9ftance yon have given of his free« 
' dpm with your perfon (d), which you could not 

* but refent ; and yet, as matters are circumftanced 
< between you, could not but pafs over, when 

* Tomlinfon's Letter called you into his company 
t^ « {b)f (hew the advantage he has bow over you ; 

* and alfoi that if he can obtain greater^ he will. — - 

* And for this very reafon (as I apprehend) it is^ 

* that Tomlinfon is introduced ;' that is to fay, to 
t^ * give you the greater fecurity, and to be a media- 

.' tor^ if mortal offence be given yoU| by any viU 

(«) she means the freedom Mr. Lovelace took with her before 
the Fire ^oK, Sec Vol. IV. Letter liv. 'When Mift Howe wrote 
tbii Letter, {he could not know of that« 

(Jk) Sec ^ ol. IV. Lciicr Iv. 
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* laiQous attempt. — The day fcems not now to be 

* fo much in your power as it ought to be^ lince \ 

* That now partly depends on your Uncle, whofe i 

* prefence, at your own motion, he has wifhcd on ] 

* the occaQon. — A wi(h, were all real, very ua** -5 

* likely, I think, to be granted.' 1 
1^ And thus fituatcd, fhould he offer greater free- - 

domsj muft you not forgive him ? 

I fear nothing (as I know who has faid) that detil > 
carnate or incarnate! can fairly do againft a virtue fo ! 

I^edablifhed (a), — But Surprizes, my dear, in fuch \ 
a houfe as that you are in, and in fuch circumdances * 
as I have mentioned, I greatly fear ! — ^The mao^ 

tjrone, who has already triumphed over perfons wor- 
thy of his alliance. 

1^ What then have you to do, but to fly this hoofe, 
this infernal houfe ! — O that your heart would let 
you fly the man ! . . ? 

|C^ If you fhould be difpofed fo to do, Mrs, Townf- 
endfliall be ready" at your command. — But if .you 
meet with no impediments, no new caufes of doubti 
I think your leputacion in the eye of the woridj 
tho* not your happioefs, is concerned, that you 

tt^fhould be his. — And yet I cannot bear, that thcfc 
Libertines fhould be rewarded for their villainy with 
the bed of the Sex, when the worfl of it arc too 
good for them. 

But if you meet with the lead ground for fufpi- 
cion ; if he would detain you at the odious houfe, 
or wifliyou to ftay, now you know what the people 

jjrarej fly him^ whatever your profpefts are, as well 
as thenu 

In one of yowr next Airing?, if you have no other 

9jrway, refufe to return with him. Name me for your 
intelligencer, tliat you are in a b^d houie ; and if you 
think you cannot now break with him, iecm rather 
to believe that he may not know it to be fo; and 

(a) Sec Mrs. Nortou*s Letter, Vo\. IV« ^. to. 
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^that I do not believe he does : And yet this belief 
ID us both moft appear to be very grofs. . 

But fuppofe you defire 10 go out of town for the 
air, this fultry weather, and infift upon it ? You may 
plead yoiH* health for fo doing. He dare not refift 
tjrfuch a plea. Your Brother's foolifh fcheme, I am 
toldf is certainly given up j fo you need not be afraid 
on that account. 

If you do not fly the houfe upon reading of this^ 

or fome way or other get out of it, I (hall judge of 

his power over you, by the little you will have over 

either him or yourfelf. 

^ One of my informants has made flight inquiries 

^ concerning Mrs. Fretchville. Did he ever name to 

yoo the Street or Square (he lived in i — I don't re- 

menber that you, in any of yours, mentioned the 

[ K^place of her abode to me. StrangCi very flrange, 

k This, I think ! No fuch perfon or houfe can be 

f found, near any of the new Streets or Squares , where 

the lights I had from your Letters led me to ima- 

*^gine her houfe might be — A(k him, What Street 

the houfe is in, if he has not told you ? And let 

me know. If he make a difficulty of that circum- 

t^AsLntCf it will amount to a deteAlon. — And yet, 

I thiiiki you have enough without this. 

'I ihall fend this long Letter by Collins, who 
-changes his day to oblige me ; and that he may try 
(now I know where you are) to get it into your own 
hands. If he cannot, he will leave it at Wilfon's. 
As none of our Letters by that conveyance have 
mifcarried when you have been in more apparently 
difagreeable fituations than you are in at prefent, I 
hope that this will go fafe^ if Collins (hould be 
obUged to leave it there. 
1^ ^ I wrote a (hort Letter to you in my firft agita« 
tions. It contained not above twenty lines, all full 
of fright, alarm, and execration. But being afraid, 
that my vehemency would too moch affcA you^ I 
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thought it better to wait a little, as well for there 
fons already hinted at, as to be able to give you \ 
many particulars as I could; and my thoughts u] 
on all. And now, 1 think, taking to your aid othi 
circutndances, as they have offered, or may offe 
y5u will be fufficiently armed to refift all. his m 
cfainations, be they what they will. 
^ One word more. Command me up, if I can 1 
of the leaft fervice orpleafure to you. I value m 
Fame ; I value not Cenfure ; nor even Life itfel 
I verily think, as I do your Honour, and yoi 
Friendlhip — For, is not your Honour my Honoui 
And is not your Friendfliip the Pride of my Life 
May Heaven preferve you, my deareft crcatur 
in Honour and Safety, is the prayer, the hour 
prayer, of 

T$ur evir-faithful and affeSlionate 

Anna How 

7bur[day Morn. 5. I have 
written all night. 

to Mifs Howe. 

My deareft Creature^ 

HOW you have fhocked, confounded, furprife 
adoDifhed me, by your dreadful communic 
lion I — My heart is too weak to bear upagainfl fuel: 
firoke as this ! — When all hope was with me ! Wh 
my profpe^s were fo much mended ! — But can th< 
be fuch villainy in men, as in this vile principal, a 
equally vile agent I 

I am really ill — Very ill— Grief and Surprize, a 
now I will fayjDefpair, have overcome me ! — All, a 
you have laid do^n as conje<5lure, appears to me rii 
o be i720r^ than conje£lure I 

O that your Mother would have the goodncfs 
permit me the pr^feDce of the only comforter that i 
^&j6tcd, mj half-broken heart', could be raifed I 
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Bat I charge you* think not of coining up without her 
iDduIgent permiiSon. I am too ill at prefenr, my dear^ 
to think of combating with this dreadful man ; and of 
flying from this horrid houfel — My If ad writing luiU 
fiew you this. — But my illnefs will be my prefent fccu- 
rity, (houldhe indeed have meditated villainy. — For< 
give, O forgive me, my deareft fiiend* the trouble I 
have given you!— All muft foon — But. why add I 
grief to grief, ^nd trouble to trouble ? — But I charge 
you, my beloved creature, not to think of coming up 
without your Mother's leave, to the truly defolate 
and broken-fpiriced 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

Well. Jack I — -And what thinkeft thou of this laft 
Letter ? Mifs Howe values not either Fame or Cenjure ; 
and thinkeft thou, that this Letter will not bring the 
little Fury up, tho' fhe could procure no other con- 
veyance than her higgler's paniers,onc for herfelf, the 
other for her maid? She knows whither to come now. 
Many a little villain have I puniQied for knowing more 
than I would have her know, and that by adding to 
her knowledge and experience. What thinkeft thou, 
Belford, if, by gett^ing hither this virago, and giving 
caufe for a lamentable Letter from her to the fair Fu 
gitiye, I fhould be able to recover her ? Would (he not 
vifit that friend in her diftrefs, thinkeft thou, whofe 
intended vifit to her in hers brought her into the 
condition from which (be herfelf had fo perfidiouily 
efcaped ? 

Let me enjoy the thought ! 

Shall I fend this Letter ?— Thou feeft I have left 
room, if I fail in the exa£t imitation of fo charming a 
hand, to avoid too ftriA a fcrutiny. Do they not both 
deferve it of me ? Seeft thou not how the raving girl 
threatens her Mother ? Ought (he not to be puni^ed I 
And can * be a worfe devil, or villain, or.monfter, than 
Ac calls me in the long Letter IJiclofe (ti^dhat called 
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me in her former Letters) were I to punifh them both 
as my vengeance urges me to punifh them ? And when 
1 have executed That my vengeancei how charmingly 
fatisfied may they both go down into the country, and 
keep houfe together^ and have a much better realbn' 
than their pride could give them, for living the Single 
Life they have both feemed fo fond of! 

I will fet about tranfcribing it this moment, I think. 
Fcan rcfblve afterwards. Yet what has poor Hick- 
man done to deferve this of me ! — But glortoufly 
would it punifh the Mother (as well as Daughter) for 
all her fordid avarice; and for her uodutifulnefs to 
^loncfl Mr. Howe, whofe heart fhe aftually broke. I 
am on tiptoe. Jack, to enter upon this projeA. Is 
not one country as good to me as another, if I (hould 
be obliged to take another tour upon it ? ^ 






But I will not venture. Hickman is. a good mao»> 
they tell me. I love a good man. I hope one of thefe 
days to be a good man myfelf. Beiides, I have heard 
within this week, fomcihing of this honeft fellow that 
ihewshe has a Soul *, when I thought, if he had one, 
that it lay a little of the deepefl to emerge to notice, 
except on very extraordinary occafions ; and that then 
it prefcntly funk again into its Celhila ndipofa, — The 
man is a plump man. — Did ft ever fee him, jack ? 

But the principal reafon that with-holds me [For 
'tis a tempting project ! is, for fear of being utterly 
blown up, if I fhould not be quick enough with my 
Letter, or if Mifs Howe fhould deliberate on fetting 
out, or try her mother's confent firfl ; in which tioie 
a Letter from my frighted beauty might reach her ; for 
I have no doubt, wherever fhe has refuged, but her 
firfl work was to write to her vixen friend. I will 
therefore go on patiently ; and take my revenge upoa 
the little Fury at mj leifure. 

But, in fpite of my compaffion for Hickman, whofe 
better charailer is fomMimes my envy, and who is one 

^ of 
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of thofe mortals that bring clumfiners into credit with 
the Mothers^ to the difgrace of us clever fellows, and 
often to our difappointment, with the Daughters; and 
who has been very bufyin affifttngthefe double-armed 
Beauties againft me ; I fwear by all the Dii Majores^ 
as well as Minores, that I will have Mifs Howe, if I 
< cannot have her more exalted friend ! And then, if 
there be as much flaming Love between thefe girls 
as they pretend, what will my Charmer profit by her 
eicape i 

And now, that I (hall permit Mifs Howe to reign a 
little longer, let me a(k thee« If thou haft nor, in the 
jQclofed Letter, a frefh inftance, that a great many of 
my difficulties with her Sifter-toaft are owing to this 
flightly girl f — *Tis true, that here was naturally a con- 
founded (harp winter air ; and, if a little cold water was 
rbrown intp the path, no wonder thac it was inftantly 
frozen; and that the poor honeft traveller found it next 
to impoffible to keep his way; or^t foot flidtng back as 
faft as the other advanced, to the endangering of his 
limbs or neck. But yet I think it impofTible, that (he 
(bould have bafBed me as.fhe has done (novice as (he 
is, and never before from under her parents wings) had 
fhe not been armed by a virago, who was formerly very 
near fiiewing, that flie could better advife than praAife. 
But this, I believe, I have faid more than once before* 

I am loth to reproach myfelf^ now the cruel creature 
has efcaped me ; for what would that do, but add to 
my torment ? Since evils felf-caufcd, and avoidable;, 
admit not of palliation or comfort. And yet, if thovt 
telleft rae, that all her flrengrh was owing to my weak** 
nefs, and that I have beena curfed coward in this whole 
affair ; why then, JaCk, I may blu(h, and be vexed ; 
but, by my foul, I cannot contradi^ thee. 

But this, Belford, 1 hope — that if I can turn the pot* 
fon of the inclofed Letter into wholefome aliment ; 
that is to fay, if I can ihake ufe of it to my advantage; 
J fliall have thy^ free confent to do it- 

Vox,, Y. D \^sa 
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I am always careful to open Covers cautioufly, and 
to preferve Seals entire. I will draw out from this curfed ' 
Letter an alphabet. Nor was Nick Rowe ever half fo 
diligent to learn Spanifh^ at the Quixote recommeo^ 
datiou of a certain Peeri as I will be to gain a maftery 
of this vixen's hand. 

X E T T E R V. 

iJfe/i Clarissa Harlowe, To Mi/s Hoyvn, 

Thurfday Evenings June 8. 

*A FTER my laft, fo full of other hopes, the contents 
•^ of This will furprife you. O my deareft friend* 
the man has at laft proved himfelf to be a villain !' 

It was with the utmofl difficulty laft night, that I 
preferved myfelf from the vileft diflionour. He ex- 
torted from me a promife of forgivenefs: and that I 
w.ould fee him next day, as if nothing had happened: 
But if it were poffible to efcape from a wretch, who, 
as 1 have too nauch reafon to believe, formed a plot 
to fire the houfe, to frighten me, almoft naked^ into 
his arms, howxould J fee him next day \ 

I have afcaped — Heaven be praifed that I have ! — 
And have now no other concern, than that I fly from 
the only hope that could have made fuch an huCband 
tolerable to me : The Reconciliation with my friends, 
io agreeably undertaken by my Uncle. 

All my prefent hope is, To find fome reputable fa- 
mily, or perfon of my own Sex, who is obliged to go 
beyond Tea, or who lives abroad; I care not whither; 
but if I might choofe, in feme one of our American co* 
lonies — Never to be heard of more by my relations, 
whom I have {o grievoufly offended. 

Nor let your generous heart be moved at what I 
write. If I can efcape the dreadfullefl part of my fa- 
therms malediction (for the temporary part is already 
jn a manner fulfilled; which makes mc tremble in ap- 
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i^reheofion of the other) I ihall thiakthe wreck of mj 
worldly fortunes a happj compofition. 

Neither is there need of the renewal of your To often 
tendered goodnefs to me : For I have with me Rings 
and other valuables^ that were fent me with my clothes, 
which will turn into money to anfwer all I can want^ 
till Pi'OTidence (hall be pleafed to put me into fome 
way to help myfelf, if» for my further punifhment^ my 
life is to be lengthened beyond my wifhcs. 

Impute not this fcheme, my beloved friend, either 
to dejeftion on one hand, or to that romantic turn oa 
the other, which we have fuppo fed generally to obtain 
wiih our Sex, from Fifteen to Twenty-two : Tor^ be 
pleafed to confider my unhappy fltuation, in the light 
in wliich it really muft appear to every confiderate 
perfoDi vrho knows it. In'the Brfl place, the man, 
i^hohas had the aflurance to think me, and to endea- 
vour to make me, his property, will hunt me from 
place to place, and fearch after me as a Stray : And 
he knows he may do fo wiih impunity i for whom 
have I to protect me from him ? 

Then as to my Eftate, the envied Eftate, which has 
been the original caufe of all my misfortunes, it (hall 
never be mine upon litigated terms. What is there in 
being enabled to boa(l, that I am worth more than / 
can u/e, ot wijb to ufel And if my power is circum- 
fcribed, I Ihall not have that to anfwer for, which I 
(hould have, if I did not ufe it as 1 ought: Which 
very few do. I ihall have no hufband, of whofe in- 
tcreft I ought to be To regardful, as to prevent me do- 
ing more than juflice to others, thu I may not do lefi 
to him. If therefore my Father will be pleafed (as I 
ihall prefume, in proper time, to propoie to him) to 
pay two annuities out of it, one to my dear Mrs. 
Norton, which may make her eafy for the remainder 
of hci- life, as (lie is now growing into years; the 
other of 50 i. per annum, to the fame good woa\^Yv, 
for the ulc of Mjf Poor, as I have had vVvc NaiiiU^ \o 

D 2 caivV 
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call a certain fet of people, coDcerning whom {he 
knows all my tnind ; that fo as few as pofHble may 
fuSer by the confequences of my error ; God blefs 
them, and give them heart's-eafe and content, with 
the reft ! 

Other reafons for my taking the fiep I have hinted 
at, are thcfc : 

This wicked man knows I have no friend in the 
world but you : Your neighbourhood therefore would 
be the firft he would feek for me in, were you to think 
it poiGble for me to be concealed in it : And in this 
cafe You might be fubjeAed to inconvenicncics greater 
even than chofe which you have already fuAained on 
my account. 

From my Coufin Morden^ were he to come, I could 
not hope proteAion ^ fince, by his Letter to me, it is 
evident, that my fi/other has engaged him in bis party: 
Nor would I, by any means, fubjeA fo worthy a man 
to danger; as might be the cafe, from the violence of 
this ungovernable fpirit. 

Thefe things confidered, what better method can I 
take, than to go abroad to fome one of the Eoglifh Co- 
lonies; where nobody but yourfelf fhali know any- 
thing of me , nor You, let me tell you, prefcntly, nor 
till I am fixed, andj[if it pleafc God) in a courfe of 
living tolerably to my mind ? For it is no fmall part 
of my concern, that my indifcretions have laid fo 
heavy a tax upon You, my dear friend, to whomi 
once, I hoped to give more pleafure than pain. 

lam at prefent at one Mrs. Moore*s at Hamftead. 
My heart mifgave me at coming to this village, be- 
caufe I had been here with him more than once : But 
the coach hither was fo ready a conveniency, that I 
knew. not what to do better. Then I ihall fiay here 
no longer than till I can receive your anfwer to this: 
In which you will be pleafed to let me know, if I can- 
not be hid, according to your former contrivance 
[Happy, had I given into it at the time !j by Mrs. 

Townf. 
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Townfend's affidance, till the heat of his fearch he 
over. The Deptfbrd road, I imagine, will be the right 
direAion to hear of a pziTage^ and to get fafely aboard, 

O why was the great fiend of all unchained, and 
permitted to afTume fo fpecious a forni, and yet al- 
lowed to conceal his feet and his talons, till with the 
one be was ready to trample upon my honour, and 
to ftrike the other into tny heart ^ — And what had i 
done, that he (hould be let loofe particularly upon 
me! .; 

Forgive inc this murmuring qucftion, the cffcft of 
tny impatience» my guilty impatience^ I doubt : Fort 
as I have efcaped with my Honour, and nothing but 
tny worldly profpeAs, and my pride, my ambition* 
and my vanity, have fuffered in this wreck of my hope* 
fuller fortunes, may I not Aill be more happy than I 
defene to be? And is it not in my own power Aill» 
by the.Ditrine favour, to fecure the great ftake of aUi 
And who knows but that this very path ioto which 
xny iDCOnfideration has thrown me, (Ircw'd as it is 
with briers and thorns, which tear in pieces my gaudier^ 
trappings, may not be the right path to lead me into 
the great road to my future happioefs ; which might 
have been endangered by evil communicatioa ? 

And after all. Arc there not ftill more deferviog 
perfons thaa J^ who never failed in any capital point 
of duty, thai have been more hutnbled than myfelf ; 
and fome too, by the errors of Parents and Relations, 
by the tricks and bafenefs of Guardians and Truftee?, - 
and in which their own rafhnefs or folly had no part ? 

I will then endeavour to make the bell of my pre- 
feot lot. And join with me, my beft, my only friend ^ 
in praying. That my punishment may end here : and 
that my prefent afflidtlons may be fandlified to me. 

This Letter will enable you to account for a line or 
two^ which I fent to Wilfon's, to be carried to you, 
only for a feint, to get his fervantout of the way. He 
fcemed to be left, as I thought, for a S^^ \x^Qtk xs\t,« 
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But he returning too foon, I was forced to write a few 
lines for him to carry to his Mafteri to a tavern near 
DoAors-Commons^ with the fame view: And this 
happily anfwered my end. 

I wrote early in the morning a bitter Letter to the 
wretch^ which I left for him obvious enough ; and I 
fuppofe he has it by this time. I kept no copy of ir. 
i (hall recoUcQ the contents, and give you the partU 
cuUrs of all, at more leifore. 

I am furc you will approve of my efcape — The 
rather, as the people of the hbufe muft be very vile : 
For they, and that Dorcas too^ did hear me (I know 
they did (cry out for help : If the fire had been other 
th;in a villainous plot (altho'tn the morning, to blind 
themj I pretended to think it otherwise) they would 
have been akrmed as much as I: and have run 10, 
hearing me fcrearo^ to comfcrt me^ fuppofiog my tcf'* 
ror was. the fire \ to rehevi miy fdppoung It were any- 
thing etfe. But the vile Dorcas went away as fooa 
as me fiw the wretch throw his arms about me !— - 
Blefs mcj my dear, I had only my flippers and an 
under^petiicoat on. I was frighted out of my bed, by 
liCr cries of fire; and that I (hould be burnt to aflics 
in a moment — And fhe to go away, and never to re- 
turn, nor any-body elfe ? And yet I heard womens 
voices in the next room ; indeed I did. — An evident 
contrivance of them all i — God be praifed, I am out 
of their houfe. 

My terror is not yet over: I can hardly think my- 
fclf fafe : Every well-dreffed man I fee from my win- 
dowSj, whether on horfeback or on foot, I think to be 
him. 

I know you will expedire an anfwer. A man and 
horfe will be procured me to-morrow early, to carry 
This. To be fure, you cannot return an anfwer by 
the fame man,.becaufe you muft fee Mrs^Townfend 
fiiil: Neveithtlefs; I fhall wait with impatience till 

you 
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you can \ having no friend but you to apply to ; and 
being fuch a ftranger to this part of the world, that I 
know not which way to turn myfelf ; whither to go ; 
Dor what to do — ^What a dreadful band have I made 
ofiti 

Mrs. Moore, at whofeboufe I am, is a widow, and 
of good character : And of this, one of her neigh- 
bours/ of whom I bought a handkerchief, purpoiely 
tamake inquiry before I would venture, informed me. 

I will not fet my foot out of doors, till I have your 
direftion : And I am the more fecure, having dropt 
words to the people of the houfe where the coach let 
me down, as if I «xpeAcd a chariot 'to meet me in my 
way to Hendon j-^a village a little difiance from thi^. 
Aud when I left their houfe, I walked backward and 
forward upon the hill; at firft, not knowing what to 
do; and afterwards, to be certain that I was not 
watched before I Ventured to inquire after a lodgings 

Yp|i will direft foe. me, my dear, by the name of 
Mrs. Harriet Lucas. 

Had I not made my efcape when I did, I was rcfol- 
Ted to attempt it agaio and again. He was gone to 
the Commons for a Licence, as he wrote me word ; 
for I refufed to fee him, uotwithftanding the promiiu 
he extorted from me. 

How hard,, how next-to-impoffible, xnydear, to a- 
void many kj/er deviations^ when we are betrayed into 
a capital one 1 

Fon fear I (hould not get away a^mv firft effort^ . 
I had apprized him, that 1 would not (et eye upon 
him under a week, in order to gain myfelf time for it 
in different ways — And were I fo to have been watched 
as to have made it necefTary, I would, after fuch an 
inftance of the connivance of the women of the houfe^ 
have run out into the Street, and thrown myfelf into 
the next houfe I could have entered, or claim pro- 
tection from the firft perfon I had met — Women to 
defect the caufe of a poor crtaturc 0/ ttcir O'VMn Sc"<5: 
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infucb a SUuatim^ what muft tbey fe/^-Then^ fuch 
poor guilty fore of figures did they make in the mom- 
ihg aner ht was gone out — fo earned to get me up 
flairs, and to convince mcj by the icorched window - 
boards, and burnt cunains and vallens^ that the fire 
was real-^ihst (akhough I feemed to believe all they 
would have me believe) I was more and more refblved 
to get out of their houfe at all adventures. 

When I began^ I thought to write but a few lines. 
But, be my fubjeft what it wilJ, I know not how to 
conclude^ when I write to you. It was always (o : It 
is not therefore owing peculiarly to thatmoft intereft'- 
ing and unhappy Situation, which you will allow, 
however, to engrofs at prefect the whole mind of 

Tour unhappy^ but cver-affeElionate^ 

Clarissa Harlowb 

LETTER VI. 

Mr. LovELACEi To John Belford, Ef(f^ 

Friday M^rmng, fafl Two o*Cfock. 

/O Triumphi! lo ClarilTa, fing! — Once more, what 
a happy man thy friend ! — A filly dear novice, to 
be heard to tell the coachman whither to carry herl— 
And to go to Hamfteadf of all the villages about Lon- 
don I — The place where we had been together more 
ihan once ! 

Methinks I am forry fhe managed no better!— I 
fh<ill find the recovery of her too eafy a talk, I fear i 
Had fhe but known how much difficulty enhances the 
value of any-thiog with me, and had (he had the leafl 
notion of obliging me by it, fhe would never have 
flopt fhort zi Hamfteadf furely. 

Well, but after all this exultation, thou wilt afk, 
' If I have already got back my Charmer ?*— I have 
not : But knowing where fhe is, is almoft the fame 
thing as having her in my power. And it delights me 
to think how fhe will fiart and tremble when I firfl 
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pop upon her ! How (he will look with confcious guilr, 
that will more than wipe off my guilt of Wedncfday 
nighr, when (he fees her injured Lover, and ackaow- 
ledged Hufbandi from whom, the greatefl; of felonies, 
fhe would have ftolen herfclf. 

But thou wilt be impatient to know how I came by 
my lights. -Read the inclofed here, and remember the 
]Qflru£lions which from time to time, as I have told 
thee, I hate given my fellow, in apprehenfion of fuch 
an elopement; and that will tell thee all, and what C 
may reafpnably expeA from the ralcal's diligence and 
managemenri ^f he wi(hes ever to fee my face again. 

I tcceivcd it «bout half an hour ago, jufl: as< I was 
golnfr to lie down in my clothes: And it has made me 
\o much alive, thir, midnight as it is, I have fent for 
a BLunt's chariot^ to attend me here by d<iy-peep» with 
my ufual ^coachman\ if poffible; and knowing not elfc 
i^hiit to do with myfelf, Ifatdowni and, in the joy o£ 
my heart, have not only wintten thus far, but have con- 
cluded upon the meafures I fhall take when admitted 
to her prefence : For well am I aware of the difficulties 
i {h;ili have to contend with from her perveifcncfs. 

Hcnnofed Sur^ -» 
THIS is to fertifie your Hornier, as how I am hcer 
^ arHamefter, wher I have found out my Lady to 
be in logins atone Mrs. Moore's, near upon Hameftct- 
Heche. And I have fo oidered matters, th>it her Lidi- 
(hip cannot (lur but I muft have notice of her guins and 
comins. As I knowed 1 durfted not look into jour 
Honncr's fafii, if I had not found out my Lady, thofF 
(he was gone off the prems's in a quarter of an hour» as 
a man may fay; fo I knowed you would be glad at 
heart to know I had found her out : x^nd fo I fend 
thifs Pctur Partrick) .who is to have 5 fliillins, it bein-r 
now near 12 of the clock at nite j for he would not 
ilar without a hearty drinck too bcfides: And I was 
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^niing all {hulde be fnug likcwife at the logins before 
I fent. 

I have munny of your Hooner's ; but I thought as 
how if the man was payed by me beforend« he mought 
play trix \ fo left that to your Hooner. 

My Lady knows nothing of my being hereaway. 
But I thoute it beft not to leave the plafe, becaufe (he 
lias tacken the logins but for a few nite*. 

If your Honner come to the Upper Flax, I will be 
in fite all the day about the Tapp-boufe or the Hethe. 
I have borroued another cote» indead of your Honner's 
liferie, and a blacke wigg ; fo cannot ke knoen by my 
I^dy, iflT as bowe die ihuld fee me : And have made 
as if I had the tootb-ake ; fo with my hancrifie at my 
niothe, the teth which your Honner was pleafed to 
bett out with your Honner's fyfte, and my dam'd wide 
mpth^*! as your Honner notifys it to be» cannot be 
knoen to be mine. 

The tow inner Letters I bad from my Lady, before 
(he went off the prems*s. One was to be left at Mr. 
Wilfon's for Mils Howe. The next was to be for 
your Honner. But I koowed you was not at the plafe 
direfted; and being afear'd of what fell out, fo I 
kept them for your Honner, and fo could not give um 
to youy until I feed you Mifs How's I only made be- 
lief to her Ladi/hip aslcarred it»and fed as how there 
was nothing for hur, as fhee wifhed to knoe : So here 
they be bothe. 

I am, may it plefe your Honner, 
Your Honner's moft dutiful^ 

aiid, vjonce more^ happy Servant ^ 

Wm« Su3yEMERS. 

The two inner Letters, as Will, calls them, 'tis 
plain, were written for no other purpole, but to fend 
him out of the way with them, and one of them to 
amule me. That dire^cd to Mils Howe is only this ; 
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Thurjdau J fine 8. 

T/ Write this, my dear Mifs Howe, only for a fciot, 
^ and to iee if it will go current. I (hall write at 
large very foon^ if not miferably prevented! 1 I 

Now, Jack," will not her feints juftify mnef Docs 
(he not invade my province, thinked thou ? And is it 
not now fairly come to Who (ball muft deceive and cheat, 
the other f So, I thank my Stars, we are upon a par, 
at laft, as to this point-^^Which is a great eafe to my 
Coafcienee, thou muft believe. And if what Hudibras 
tell us is true, the dear fugitive has alfo abundance 
of .plcafore tacome*- . 

Doubt lefs the plea/ure is as great ■ 

In. being cheated^ as to cheat. 

As lookers-on find moft delight^ 

Who leaji peruive the juggler*! fleight s 

jindftill the \efs they under ft amU 

The more admire the fleight of hand. 

This is my dear juggler's Letter to me ; the other 
inner Letter fcnt by Will. . 

Mr. Loveiace% Thurfdayy JuneZ. 

DO not give- me caufc ta dread your return. If 
you would not that I fhould hate you for ever, 
(end me half a Line by the bearer, to aflure me that 
you will not attempt to fee me for a week to come. 
I cannot look you in the Bice without e({ual confufioa 
and indignation. The obliging tne in This is but a 
poor atonement for your iai^ night's vile behavioui*. 

You may pafs thistime in a journey to Lord M'st 
And I cannot doubr, if the Ladies of -your family are 
at favourable tome, as you have aiTured me ih'ey are. 
bat that you will have intereft enough to prevail wirll 
ODC of cbem to QbYigc me with hercom^VA']. Ktvet 
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your bafenefs of laft night, you will not wonder, that 
I infift upon this prootof your future honour. 

If Captain Tomlinfon cotnes mean time, I can hear 
what he has to fay, and fend you an account of it. 

. But in Idfs than a Week if you (ee me, it muft be 
owing to a frefh aA of violence* of which you know 
not the confequence. 

Send me the requeued line, if ever you expcA to 
have the forgiveneft confirmed, the promlfe of which 
you extorted from 

The unhappy 

Cl.H. 

Now, Belford, what canft thou fay in behalf of this 
fweet rogue of a Lady \ What canft thou fay for her f 
^Tis apparent, that (he was fully determined upon an 
Elopement, when fhe wrote it t And thus would fhe 
make me of party againft myfcif, by drawing me in to 
give he.r a week's lime to. complete it : And, more 
wicked ftill, fend me upon a fool's errand to bring 
up one of my Coufins:— When we came to have the 
facisfa^ion of finding her gone off, and me expofed for 
cvcrl-^What puniihment can be bad enough for fuch 
a little villain of a Lady \ 

But mind, moreover, how plaufibly flie accounts 
by this billet (fuppofing fhe ihould not find an oppor- 
tunity of eloping before I returned) for the refolucion 
of not feeing me for a week ; and for the bread and 
butter expedient!-!— So childifh, as we thought iti 

The chariot is not come ; ,and if it were, it is yet 
too foon for every^thing but my impatience* And as 
I have already taken all my meafures, and can think of 
nothing but my triumph, I will refume her violent 
Letter, in order to ftrengthen my refolutions again(l 
her. I was before in too gloomy a way to proceed with 
it : But nowthe fubjeA is a|l alive to me, and my gayer 
fancy, like the Sun- beams, will irradiate it, a^d turn 
the ioiemn deep grren into a brighter verdure. 
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When I have cali^ upon my charmer to explain 
fome parts of her Letter, and to atone for others, I 
will fend it, or a copy of it^ to thee. 

Suffice it at prefent to tell thee^ in the firft place, 
atkztjbe is cUtermined mver to be my wife^^To be lure, 
there ought to be no compulfion in fo material a cafe. 
Compulfion was her parents fault, which I have cen* 
fured fo feverely, that I (hall hardly be gtiihy of the 
fame. I am therefore 'glad I know her mind as to 
this eflential point. 

I have ruined her, fhe fays !-— Now that's a fib, 
take it in her own way— If I had, (he would not per- 
haps have run away from me. 

She is thrown upon the wide world: Now I own 
that Hamdead-Heath affords very pretty and very 
extenjive profpeAs ; but *tis not the wide world nei- 
ther: And fuppofe that to be her grievance, I hope 
fbon to reftore her to a narrorwer* 

I am the enemy of her fouU as well as of her he-* 
n^ur /-^Confoundedly fevere ! Neverthelefs, another 
fib i — For I love her foul very well ; but think no 
more of it in this cafe than of my own. 

She is to be thrown upon JlrangersJ — And is not 
that her own fault ? — Much agaioft my will, I am 
fure I 

She iscaA flrom a State of Independency into one^ 
Obligations She never was in a State of Independency t 
nor is it fit a woman ihould, of any age, or in an^ 
State of Life. And as to the State of Obligation, there 
is no fuch thing as living without being beholden to- 
fome-body* Mutual obligation is the very efience and 
foul of the focial and commercial life :^»»Why fiiould' 
/he be exempt from it ?.-— I am futt the perfon &e 
raves at, defires not fuch an exemption : — has been 
long dependent upon her y and would rejoice to owe 
further obligations to her than he can boaA of hitherto* 
She talk of her Bather's curfg^^But have I not re- 

psud him for it an huodrcd-fold iu ito (^^^ ^^vtk\ Yix^x. 
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why muft the faults of other. people be laid at my 
door I Have I not enow of my own? 

Dut the gray-eyed dawn begins to peep-^Let me' 
fum up all* 

In (horti then* the dear creature's Letter is a col- 
ledion of inve£ltves not very new iomei though the 
occafion for them, no doubt, is new to her. A little* 
fprinkling of the romantic and coniradidlory runs thro* 
ir. She loves, and (he hates: She encourages me tO' 
purfue her, by telling me I fafely may;. and yet O^ti 
begs I will nob: She apprehends poverty and want, 
yet refolves to give away her Eftate ? to jgratify 
whom ? — Why, in (hort, thofe who have been the' 
caufe of her misfortunes. And finally, tho' ihe re- 
folves never to be mine, yet flie has fome regrets at^ 
leaving me, becaufe of the opening- profpe^s of a. 
Reconciliation with her friends. 

But never did morning dawn fo>4ardi]y as this!-—- 
Neither is the chariot yet come. 

A > GENTLEMAN' to fpeak wiih me> Dorcas? — 
Who can want me thus early I 

Captain Tomlinfion, fayeft thou ! Surely he muft ' 
have travelled all night .' — Early rifer as I .am, how* 
could he think to End me up thus early ? 

Let but the chariot come, and be fhall accompany 
me in it to the bottom of the hill (tho' he return to> 
town on foot ; for the Captain is all obliging good-, 
nefs) that I may hear all he has to fay, and tell him 
all my mind, and lofe no time. 

Well, now I am fatisfied that this rebellious flight: 
will turn to my advantage, as all crufhcd rebellions do^ 
to the advantage of a Sovereign in pofTeffion. 

Dear Captain, I- rejoice to fee you — Juft in thC' 
nick of time — See 2 See I 
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The rojy- fingered morn appear s^ 
And from her mantle Jhakes her tears : 
The Sun arijing^ mortals chears ; 
And drives the rijing mijls aiuay^ 
Inpromtfe of a glorious day. 

Excufe mcy Sir, that I falute you from my favourite 
Bard. He that rifes with the Lark, will fing with the 
Lark. Strange news fiuce I faw you^ Captain ! — Poor 
miftaken Lady I — But you have too much goodnefs, I 
know, to reveal to her Uncle Harlowe the errrors of 
this capricious Beauty. It will all turn out for the heft. 
You muft accompany me part of the w^y. I know 
the delight you take in compofing di£Ference8. But 
'tis the usk of the Prudent to heal the breaches made 
by the raihnefs and folly of the Imprudent* 

Ahd dow (all around me fo dill, and fo fiient) the 
rattling of the chariot-wheels at a. Street's diftance do 
I hear ! — And to this angel of a woman I fly i 

Reward, O God of Love [The caufe is thy own] ; 
reward thou, as it deferves, my fufferiog perfeverance 1 
— Succeed my endeavours to bring back to thy obe- 
dience this charming fugitive 1 — Make her acknow- 
ledge her raflinefs; repent her infults ; implore my for- 
givenefs ; beg to be reinftated in my favour, and that 
I will bury ia oblivion the remembrance of her hei- 
nous offence againftthee, andagainft me, thy> faithful 
Totary. 

The chariot at the door i — I come ! I come— • 

I attend you, good Captain-^ 

Indeed, Sir-*- 

Pray, Sir — Civility is not Ceremony. 

And now, dreffed like a Bridegroom, my heart 
elated beyond that of the mofl dcdriog one (attended 
by a footman whom my Beloved acver Ux\ I ^ccv «l-. 
read/ at Ham/lead ! V^ '^L 
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LETTER VII. 

Mri LovELACffy To John Belford, ^fq\ 

Vpper-Flajkf Hamftead^ Fri. morn. 7 o\hck, {June 9.) 

1A M now here^ aod here have been this hour and 
«ihalf. What an induftrioiis fpirir have 1 1 — No- 
body caa fay, that I eat the Bread of iJIeaefs. I take 
true pains for all the pleafure I enjoy. I cannot but 
admire tnyfelf ftrangely; fbr^ certainly* with this^ 
a^ive (bu), I (hould have made a very great figure in 
whatever ftatton I had filled. But had t beea a Prince ! " 
To be fure I ihould have made a moft mbU Prince ! I 
fhould have led up a military dance equal tQ that of the 
great -Macedonian. I Oiould have added kingdom to' 
kingdom, and defppiled all-my ncighbour-{bvereigns« 
in order to have obtained the ns^tnc ot Robert tie 
Great, And I would have gone to war Wich the Great 
Turk, and the Perfiao, and Mogholi, for their Seru'* 
glios ; for not one of thofc Eat^ern Monarchs fhould 
have had a pretty woman to blefs himfelf wich, till ( • 
had done wiih her. 

And now I have fo ^ucK leifdre upon i&y handv* 
that after having informed myfclt of ail necefTary par- 
ticularf, I am ict to my ihort hand writing in order to - 
keep up with time as well as I can : For the fubjcA is 
now become worthy of me; and it is yet too fooh, I 
doubt, to pay my compliments to my charmer, a'fier 
all her fatigiics for two or three days paft t And, more- 
over, I have abundance of matters pieparative to my 
future proceedings to recount, inorderto connect and 
render all intelligible. 

I parted with the Captain at the foot of the hill, 
trebly inflru^ed j that is to fay, as 10 <hc Fa^y to the 
Probabiey and to the Pojfibh. If my Beloved and I can 
mccty and makeup without the mediation of this wor- 
thy gentleman, it will be fo much the better. As lit- 
tle foreign aid as poifible in mj amorous confi- As has 
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always been a rule with me ; tho' here I have beea 
* obliged (o call in fo much. And who kuows but it 
may be the better for the Lady the lefs (he makes ne- 
f cc/Tary } I caonot bear that ihe (hould fit fo indif- 
ferent to me as to be in earned to part with me tor 
CFcr upon (o flighty or even upon any occafion. If I 
ji findjhe u — But no more chreatenings till (he is in my 
power — Thou knowe(l what I have vowed. 

All Will/s account, from the Lady s flight to his 
fodiog her again, all the accounts of tbe people of the 
houfe, the- coachman's information to Will, and fo 
forth, colleAed together, (land thus. 

' The Hamftead Coach, when the dear Fugitive 

* came to it, had but two pafTengers in it. But (he 

* made the fellow go off direAly, paying for the va- 
' cant plates. 

^ The two pa(rengers directing the coachman to fet 
' thein down at the Upper- Flalk, (he bid him fct her 

* down there alfo. 

* They took leave of her [Very refpeAfulIy no 
^ doubt]] ; and (he went into the houfe, and afked, if 

* (he could not have a di(h of. Tea, and a room to 
^ herfclf for half an hour. 

* They (hewed her up to the very room iihcrc t 
' now am. She fat at the very table t now write upon, 
' and| 1 believe, the chair I fit in was hers.* O Belr 
ford, if thou knoweft what Love is, thou wilt be able 
to account for thefe minutiae 

* She feemed fpiritlefs and fatigued. The gentle- 

* woman herfelf chofe to attend fo genteel and lovely 

* a gueO. She a(kcd her. If (he would have bread 

* and butter to her tea i 

* No. She could not eat. 

' They had very good bifcuits. 

* As (he plcafcd. 

' The gentlewoman ftept out for fomc ) and return- 

* ing on a fudden, (he obferved the fwcei Fugitive en- 

* deavouring to reftrain a violent but ft. ot %\\ti \» 
/ which /be had given way in thai \\U\c VaVtwA. 
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' However, when the Tea camei (he made the 
' landlady fit down with her, and aiked her abundance 
' of queftions about the villages and roads in that 

* nci(?hbourhood. i 
'The gentlewoman took notice to her* that Jhe i 

* fcemed to be trcubled in miaJ, 

* Tender Spirits, (he replied^ could cot part with 

* dear friends without concern.' 
She meant met no doubt. 

* She made no inquiry about a lodging, tho* by the 

* fequel, thou'lt obferve^ that (he feemed to intend to 
' go no farther that night than Hamftead. But after 
' {he had drank two difhes, and put a Bifcuit in her 
' pocket — [Sweet foul! to ferve for htr fuppcr pet*- 

* haps3 ihe laid down half-a-crown ^ and refufiog 
' change» fighing, took Ieave> faying, (he would pitr> 

* cced towajrds Hendon : the diftance to which had 

* been one of her qocftions. 

* They offered to fend to know, if a Haaiflead 
' Coach were not to go to Hendon that evening. 

< No mItler^.flle faid*— Perhaps (he might meet the 
f chariot.* 

Another of her feints, I fuppofe : for how or with 
whom, could any-thing of this fort ^ have been con- 
certed fince yefttrday morning? 

* Shehady as the people took notice to one another, 
fomethihg fo uncommonly noble in her air, and in 
her perfon and behaviour, that they were Cure (he 
was of quality. And having no fervant with her of 
cither Sex, her eyes [Her fine eyes, the gentle- 
woman called them, ftraoger as tlie was, and a wo- 
man !] being f welled and red, they were fure there 
was an Elopement in the cafe, either from paronts 
or guardians ; for they fuppofcd her coo young and 
too maidenly to be a married Lady : And were Ihe 
married, no huiband would let fuch a fine young 

* creature be unattended and alone i nor give her 
^ caufe for fo much gricf« as fecmcd to be fettled in 
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' ber countenance. Then, at times, (he feemed to 
' be fo bewildered, the]r Taid, that they were afraid 
' fhe had in her head to make away with herfelf. 
^ * All thefc things put together, excited their curi- 
' ofity ; and they engaged a peery fervant, as they 
' called a footman who was drinking with Kit the 
' hoftler at the taphoufe, to .watch all her motions. 
' This fellow reported the following particulars, as 

* they were re-reported to me. 

* She indeed went towards Hendon, pafSng by the 

* iign of the Caftle on the Heath ; then, flopping^ 

< looked about her, and down, into the valley before 

* her. Then, turning her face towards London, ihc 

* feemed, by the motion of her handkerchief to her 

* eyes, to weep } repenting [Who knows ?] the ra(h 

* ficp (he had taken, and wifhinghetfelf back again.' 
Better for her, if flie did. Jack, once more I fay 2 

r-Wo be to the girl who could think of marrying 
ine» jet be able to run away from me, and renounce 
me nir ever I 

< Then, continuing on a few paces, She ftopt again ; 

< and, as if difliking her road, again Teeming to weep, 

* directed her courfe back towards Hamfteid.' 

I am glad fhe wept fo much, becaufe no heart burfts 
(be the occafion for the forrow what it will) which 
has that kindly relief. Hence I hardly ever am mo.ved 
at the fight of thefe pellucid fugitives in a fine wo- 
man. How often, in the paft twelve hours, have I 
iviihed, that I could cry moft confoundedly I 

' Shethenfawa Coach-and-fbur driving towards 
^ her empty. She cro/Ted the path fhe was in, as if to 
' meet it ; and feemed to intend to fpeak to the coach* 
^ man, had he ftopr or fpoken fit fl. He as carneAly 
' looked at her. Every one did fo, who p^iled her 
^ (fo the man who dogged her was the lefs lufpeAcd}* 
— -Happpy rogue of a coachman, hadft thou known 
whofe notice thou didll engage, and whom thou 
mightcft have obliged i — It was the divloc Clatiffa. 
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Harlowe at whom thou gazcdfl ! — Mine own Clarifla 
Harlowe! — But it was well for me that thou wert as 
undiftinguifliing as the beads thou droTeft ; otherwtffi 
what a wild goofe chace had I been led ? 

* The Lady as well as the Coachman, in fhorr, 
feemedto wantrefolution •, the horfes kept on ['flic 
fellow's head and eyes, no doubt, turned behind 
him] ; and the di(^ancefoon lengthened beyoQd re- 
cal. With a willful eye (he looked after him; 
Cghed and wept again ; as the fervant, who then 
flily paflld her, obfervcd. 

• By this time flie had reached the houfe?. Sbe 
looked up at every one, as fhe pafled ; now and-then 
t)reathing upon her biared.hand, and applying it to 
her fwelled eyes, to abate the rednefs, and dry the 
tears.' At laft, feeing a bill up for letting lodgings, 
flie walked backwards and forwards half a dozen 
times^ as if unable to determine what to dp. And 
thenr went further into the town ; and there the fel- 
low, being fpoken to by one of his familiars, loft 
her for a few minutes i But he foon faw her come 
out of a linen drapery fhop, attended with a fervant- 
maid, having, as he believed, bought fome little 
matters, and, as it proved, got that maid-fervant to 
go with her to the houfe (lie is now at {a). 

« The fellow, after waiting about an hour, and not 
feeing her come our, returned, concluding that ihe 
had taken lodgings there.' 
And here, fuppofing my narrative of the dramatic 
kind, ends Aft the Firih And now begins, 

ACT. II. 

Sc£NE, Hamjlead Heath cmiinued. 

Enter my Rafcal. 

WILL, having got at all thefe particulars, by ex- 
changing others as frankly againd them, with 
\?h*ch I had formerly prepared him both verbally and 

in 

(0) Sec p. 5:. 
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10 writing ; I found the people already of ray partyp 
and full of good wiflics for my fuccefsi repeating to 
xne all they told him. 

But he had firft acquainted me with the accounts he 
had given them of his Ladv and me. It is neceflary 
that 1 give thee the particulars of his tale — And I have 
a little time upon my hands} for the maid of thehoufe, 
who had been out of an errand, tells us, that fhe faw 
Mrs.Moore [with whom muft be my firft bufinefs] go 
into the houfe of a young gentlemany within a few 
doors of her, who has a maiden Sifter, Mifs Rawlins 
by name, fo notified for prudence, that none of her 
acquaintance undertake any-thing of confequence^ 
without confulting her. 

Mean while my honeft coachman is walking about 
Mifs Rawlio's door, in order to bring me^ notice of 
Mrs. Moore's return to her own hou^« I hope her 
goffip's tale will be as foon told as mine. Which take 
as follows. 

Will, told them, before I came, ' That his Lady 
was but lately married to one of the fineft gentlemen 
in the world. But that he, being very gay and lively, 
ihc was i720r/<9/ jealous of him ; and in a £t of that 
fort, had eloped from him. For altho' fhe loved 
him dearly, and he doated upon her (as well he 
might) fince, as they had feen, Ihe was the fineft 
creature /W ever tbtfunjbone upon)\ yet (he was apt 
to be very wilful and fullen, if he might take the 
liberty JO fay fo — but truth was truth \ — and if fhe 
could not have her own way in every-tbing, would 
be for leaving him. That fhe had three or four timer 
played his mafler fuch tricks ; but with all the virtue 
and innocence in the world \ running away to an 
intimate friend of hers, who, tho' a young Lady of 
honour, was but too indulgent to her in this her . 
only failings for which rcafonhis mailer had brought 
her to London -lodgings ; their ufual refidence be* 
f ing m the country : And that, on his refufing to 
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* fatisfy her about a Lady he had been feen with ^°' ■ 
' St. James's Park, ihe had, for the firft time fince fhe 
' caiDe to towD, ferved his mafter thus : Whom he ' 
'had left half-diftraAed on that account/ 

y\nd truly well he might, poor gentleman I cric(| 
the honed folks, pitying me before they faw me. 
' He told them how he came by his intelligence of 
her^ and made himfelf fuch an intereft with themi 
that they helped him to a change of clothes for him« 
felf ; and the landlord, at his rtqueft, privately en-, 
quired, if the Lady a£lually remained at Mrs. 
Moore's \ and for how long (he had taken the lodg- 
ings : Which he found only to be for a week ccc- ' 
tain : But (he had fa id, that fhe believed (he fhould 
hardly ftay fo long. And then it was that he wrote 
his Letter, and fsnt it by honeft Peter Patrick, as 
thou had heard.' 
When I came, my perfon and drefs having an- 
fwercd Will/s defcription, the people were ready to 
worfliip me. I now-and-then fighed, now-aml-ihen 
put on a lighter air ( which, however, I defi&ned fhould 
fhew more of vexation ill-difguifed, than of real chear- 
fulnefs : And they told Will. It was a thoufaod pities 
fo fine a Lady fhould have fuch fkittijly tricks \ adding, 
that fhe might expofe herfelf to great.dangers by them; . 
for that there were Rakes cvery-whcre [^Lovelace^s in 
every corner^ Jack /] and many about that town, who 
would leave nothing unartcmpied to get into her com- 
pany : And although they might not prevail upon her, 
yet might they nevertheleis hurt her reputation; and, 
in time, eftrange the affcAions of fo fine a gentleman 
from her. 

Good fenfible people, thefc —Hay, Jack ! 
Here, Landlord; one word with you — My fer- 
vanf, I find, has acquainted you with the reafon of 
my coming chis way. An unhappy a^air, Landlord 
A very unhappy affair ! But never was there a more 
virtuous woman. 
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^ Sir, £he feems to be. A thoufand pities her 
rfhip has fuch ways— And to fo good-humoured 
titkman as you feem to be^ Sir. 
'other-fpoilt, Landlord ! — Mother-fpoilt ! that*s 
thing ! — ^^Buti fighing* I muft make the bed of it. 
at I wznt you to do for me, is to lend me a great 
• I care not what it is. If my fpoufe ihould fee 
It a diftance, flie would make it very difficult for 
to get at her fpeech. A great coat whh a cape, 
m have one. I muft come upon her before (he is 
re. 
am afraid, Sir, I have none fit for fuch a gentle-*^ 

I as you. 

), any-thing will do! — ^The worfe the better. 

Exit Landlord. Re-enter with two great coats. 

&y» Landlord, This will be beft ; for I can button 
cape over the lower part of my face. Don't I 
b deviliihly down and concerned. Landlord? 

never faw a gentleman with a better-natured look. 
\ pity you (hould have fuch trials^ Sir. 

muft be very unhappy, no doubt of it. Landlord, 
A yet I am a litde pleafed, you muft needs think, 

I I have {found her out before any great inconve- 
nce has arifen to' her. However, if I cannot break 
of thefe freaks, lhe*ll break my heart ; for I do 

e her with all her failings. 

The good, woman, who was within hearing of all 
I, pitied meinuch* 

Pray, your Honour, faid (he, if I may be fo bold, 
s Madam ever a Mamma I 

No \ — and t fighed — We have been but a little 
ile married ; and, as I may fay to you^ it is her own 
lit that (he is not in that way [Not a word of a lie 
this, Jack]. But to tell you truth. Madam, ihe 
\j be compared to the dog in the manger — 
[ underftatod you, Sir ifimpcring"] — SVvc \?k \s^t. 
nng, Sir, I i«Fc heard of one or tv?o txxcVk ^wxSScv 
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young Ladies, in my time, Sir — But when Madam is 
in that way, I dare fay, as (he loves you (and it would 
be flraxige if fhe did not \) all this will be over, and 
file may make the beft of wives. 
That's all ihy hope* 

She is as fine a Lady as I ever beheld. I hope, Sir| 
you won't be too fevere. She'll get over all thefe 
treaks, if once (he be a mamma, I warrant. 

I can't be fevere to her y fhe knows that. The mo* 
mcnt I fee her, all refentmcnt is over with me, if (be 
give me but one kind look. 

^11 this time, I was adjuAing my horfeman's coat, 
atid Will, was putting in the ties of my wig (a), and 
buttoning the cap over my chin.* 

I a(ktd the gentlewoman for a little powder. She 
brought me a powder-box, and I (lightly (hook the 
puff over my bat, and flapt one fide of it, tbo' the 
lace looked a little too. gay for my covering; and 
douching it over my eyes, (hall I be known, think 
you. Madam ? . ' 

Your Honour is fo expert Sir !— I wi(h, if I maybe 
fo bold, your Lady has not fome cavfe to be jealous. 
Butitwillbeimpo/Cble, if you keep your laced clothes 
covered, that any body (hould know you in that drefs 
to be the fame gentleman — Except they find you out 
by your clocked (lockings. 

Well obfcrv'd— Can't you, Landlord, lend or fell 
me a pair of (lockings, that will draw over thefe ? I can 
cut off the feet, if they won't go into my (hoes. 

He could let me have a pair of coarfe, but clean, 
(lirrup-dockings, if I pleafed. 

The bed in the world for the purpofe. 
He fetch 'd them. Will, drew them on j and my 
legs then made a good gouty appearance. 

The good woman, fmiling, wiflied me fuccefs ; and 
fo did the landlprd : And as thou knowtft that I am 
not a bad mimic, I took a cane, which I borrowed of 

the 
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the landlord, and ftooped in the fhoulders to a quarter 
of a foot of lefs height, and damped away acrofs to the 
Bowling-green, to praAifc a little the hobbling gaite 
of a gouty nan. The landlady whifpered her hufband, 
as Will, tells me. He's a good one, I warrant him — 
I dare fay the fault lies not all of one fide. While 
mine hoft replied, that I was fo lively and fo good- 
natured a gentleman, that he did not know who could 
be angry with me, do what I. would. A fenflble fel- 
low! — I wifh my Charmer were of the fame opinion. 

And now I am going to try, if I can't agree with, 
goody Moore for lodgings and other conveniencies 
for my fick wife. 

• Wife, Lovelace !* meihinks thou interrogateft. 

Yes, v)ifei for who knows what cautions the dear 
Fugjti?e may have given in apprehenfion of me ? 

' But has goody Moore any other lodgings to let V 

Yes, yes; I have taken care of that ; and £nd that 
fhe has jufl fuch ccnveniencies as I want. And I 
know that my wife will like them. For, altho' mar- 
ried, I can do every-thing I pleafe ; and that's a bold 
wordy you know. But had £be only a garret to let, I 
would have liked it ; and been a poor author afraid of 
arrefts, and made that my place of refuge; yet would 
have made (hift to pay beforehand for what I had. I 
can fuitmyfelf CO any condition, that's my comfort. 

The widow Moore return 'd ! fay you — Down, 
dawn, flutterer ! — This impertinent heart is more 
troublcfome to me than my conlcience, I think.— I 
fiiall be obliged to hoar fen my voice, and roughen my 
character, to keep up with its puppily dancings. 

But let me fee, Shall I be angry or pleafed, when 
I am admitted to my Beloved's prefence ? 

Angry, to be fure. — Has fhc not broken her word 
with m« ?-^At a time too when I was meditating to do 
her grateful juftice ? — And is not breach of word a 
<lreadful crime in good folks ? I have CN^t \ittx\ \o^ 

Vol. V. E lo^t^Av/i, 
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forming my judgment of the nature of things and 
dAions, not fo much from what they are in them- 
felves, as from the character of the a£tors. Thus it 
would be as odd a thing in fuch as we to keep our 
words with a woman , as it would be wicked in her to 
break hers to us. 

Seeft thou not, that this unfeafonable gravity is ad- 
mitted to quetl the palpitations of this unmanageable 
heart? But dill it will, go on with its boundings. Til 
try as I ride in my chariot to tranquilizer 
• Ride, Bob! fo little away?' 
Yes, ride, Jack; for am I not lame? And will it 
xibt look well to have a lodger who keeps his chariot ? 
What widow, what fer?ant, afks queClions of a man 
with an equipage ? 

My coachman, as well as my other fervant, is under 
WiH.'s tuition. 

Never was there fuch a hideous rafcal as he has 
made himfelf. The devil only and his ether maftcr 
can know him. They both have fct their marks up- 
on him. As to my Honour's mark, it will never be 
out of his damnd wide mother as he calls it. For the 
dog will be hanged before he can lofe the reft of his 
tceih by age. 
I am gone. 

LETTER VIII. 

i\Ir, Lovelace, To John Belford, E/q'^ 

Hamfteady Friday Night, June 9. 
"^J OW, Belford, for the Narrative of narrative?. 
-^ I will continue it, as I have opportunity ; and 
that \o dexteroufly, that if I break off twenty times, 
ihou Ihalt not dikern where I piece my thread. 

Although grievoufly afBidled with the gour, I alight- 
ed out of my chariot (leaning very hard on my cane 
\s\\h one h«nd, and on my new iervant's (houlder with 
the Other) ihc fame inftam almoCt that he had knocked 
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at the door^ that I might be fure of admiflion into the 
houfe. 

I took care to button my great coat about me, and 
to cover with it even the pummel of my fword ; it be* 
ing a little too gay for my years. I knew not what 
x>ccafioD 1 might have for my fword. 1 (looped for- 
ward; blinked with my eyes to conceal their luftre, 
. [No vanity in faying that, Jack ;] my chin wrapt up 
for the tooth- ach ; my (louched, laced hat« and fo 
much of my wig as was viiible, gfving me^ all toge- 
•ther, the appearance of an antiquated beau. 

My wife, I refolved beforehaodi fliould have a com- 
plication of diforders. 

The maid came to the door. I alked for her mif- 
trefs. She'fhewed me into one of the parlours.; aod^ 
I fat down with a gouty Oh !-— 

Enter GocJ)f Moore. 

Tour fervant. Madam — But you muft excufe me ; 

"1 cannot well ftand. — I find, by the bill at the door^ 

that you have lodgings to let [Mumbling my words 

as if, likemy man Will, I had loft fome of my forc- 

•^ecth :] Be plcrfcd to irifoi'm me what th^y are-j for 

I like your fituaiion— And I will tell you my family;— 

'I have a wife, a good old woman— Older than myfelf, 

"^by the way, a pretty deal. She is in a bad ftate of 

health, and is advifed into the Hamftead air. She wilt 

'have two jnaid-fervants and a footman* The coach or 

chariot (I fhall not have them up both together) wc 

can put up any-where, and the coachman will be witli 

'his horfes. 

When, Sir,'{haU you want to come in ? 
I will take them from thi^ very day ; and, if con* 
*venient, will bring my wife in the afternoon^ 

Perhaps, Sir, you would board, as well as lodge ? 
That as you pleafe. h will fave mc the trouble of 
•bringing my cook, if we do. And I {\\^^Cife '^^w 
- have (crvaBts who know how to drtfe ^ cov^^^ ^^ 

E 2 ^v'Jcvs.^ 
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difhes. My wife muft eat plain food, and I doa'c love 
kick-fhaws. 

We have a fingle Lady, who will be gone in two 
or three days. She has one of the bed apartments-: 
That will then be at liberty. 

Tou have one or two good ones mean time, I pre- 
fume» Madam, juft to receive my wife \ for we have 
loft time — Thefe damn*d phyGcians — Excufe me. 
Madam, I am not ufed to curie ; but it- is owing to the 
Ybvt I have for my wife — They have kept her in-hand^ 
till they are afliamed to take more fee$, and now advife 
her to the air. I wifh we had fent her hither at firft. 
But we muft now make the beft of it. 

Excufe me, Madam [for fhe looked hard at me] 
that I am muffled up in this warm weather. I an 
but too fenfible, that I have left my chamber fooner 
than I ought, and perhaps fhali have a return of my 
gout for it. I came out thus muffled up with a dread- 
ful pain in my jaws; an ague in them, I believe. But 
ipy poor dear will not be fatisfied with any*body^s 
care but mine. And, as I told you, we have loft time. 

You (hall fee what accommodations I have, if you 
pleafe. Sir. But I doubt you are too lame to walk 
upftairs. 

I can make fhift to hobble up, now I have refted a 
little, ril juft Icok upon the apartment my wife is to 
have. Any-tljing may do for the fervants : And as you 
fecm to be a good fort of gentlewoman, I flian't ftand 
for a price: and \*ill pay well bcfides for the trouble I 
ihall give. 

She led the way ; and I, helping myfelf by the ba- 
nifters, made ftiift to get up with lefs fatigue than I 
cxpcdttd from ancles fo weak. But oh ! Jack, What 
was Sixtus the Vth's artful dcpreffion of his natural 
powers to mine, when, as the half-dead Mont alto, he 
gaped for the pretendedly unfought Pontificate, and 
the moment he was chofcn leapt upon the prancing 
bcafl^ which, it was thought by the amazed conclave. 
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he was not able to mount without help of chairs and 
men i Never were there a more joyous heart and 
lighter heels than mine, joined together 5 yet both de- 
nied (heir functions ; the one flutteriog in fecret, ready 
to buril Its bars for relief-ful expreiHooj the others 
obliged CO an hobbling motion; when« ucreftrained, 
they would, in their mafler*s imagination, have 
mounted him to the lunar world without the help of 
a ladder. 

Tiierc were three rooms on a floor; two of theai 
handfome ; and ^.he third, (he faid, ftill handfomer ; 
but the Lady was in it. 

I faw, I faw ihe was ! for as I hobbled up, crying 
out, upon my weak ancles, in the hoarfe mumbling 
Wicel had alTumed, I beheld a little piece of her as 
ihe jsft ca(l an eye (with the door a jar< as they call 
ii) to obferve who was coming up-, and feeing fucU 
an old clumfy fellow, great coated in weather fo warm, 
ilouched, and mufH;:d up, ihe withdrew, (liutting the 
door without any motion. But it was not fo wiih 
me ; for thou cand not imagine how my heart danced 
to my mouth, at the very giimpfe of her ; fo that I - 
was afraid the thump, thump, thumping villain, which 
had fo lately thumped as much to no purpofr, would 
have choaked me. 

I liked the lodgings well ; and the more as (he faid 
the third room was i^ill handfomer. I mufl fit down. 
Madam [and chofe the darkeft part of the room]: 
Won't you take a feat yourfelf ? — No price fhall part 
us — Bui I will Ica^c the terms to you and my wife, if 
you plcafe: And alfo whether for board or not. Only 
pleale to take This for earned ^ putting a guinea into 
her hand. — And one thing I will fay ; My poor wife 
loves money ; but is not an ill-natured woman. Shp 
was a great fortune to me : Biit, as the real Eftate 
goes away at her death, I would fain preferve her for 
that, reafon, as well for the Love I bear her as an 
honeft man» Bur Jf ihe make too cloCc 21 \>^t^^^ nr\^ 

E 3 • ^QN^ 
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youy tell me ; and unknown to her^ I will make it 
up. This IS my conftant way : She loves to have her 
pen'worths; and I would not have her vexed or made 
uneafy on any account. 

She faid, I was a very confiderate gentleman j and, 
upon the condition I had mentioned, (he was content 
to leave the terms to my Lady. 

But^ Madam; cannot a-body juft peep into the o-; 
ther apartment, that I may be more particular to my 
wife in the furniture of it ? 

The Lady defires to be private, Sir — But — And 
was going to afk her leave. 

I caught hold of her hand — However, flay, ftay, 
IVIadam: It mayn't be proper, if the Lady loves to 
be private. Don't let me intrucje upon the Lady — 

No intrufion. Sir, I dare fay: The Lady is good- 
liUmoured. She will be fo kind as to Aep down into 
the parlour, I dare (ay. As (lie ftays fo little a while,* 
I am fure (he will not wi(h to ftand in my way. 

Kg, Madam, that's true, if (he be good-humoured^ 
as you fay — Has (he been with you Ipng, Madam ? 

Se came but yellerday, Sir — " 

I believe 1 juft now iaw the glimpfe of her. She 
fccms to be an elderly Lady. 

No, Sir 5 you're miftaken. She's a young Lady; 
and one of the handfomeft I ever faw. 

Cot fo, I beg her pardon ! Not but that I fhould 
have liked her the better, were fhe to ftay longer, if 
ihe had been elderly. I have a ftrange tafte. Madam, 
you'll fay; but I really, for my wife's fake, love every 
elderly woman. Indeed I ever thought age was to 
be reverenced, which made me (taking the fortune into 
the fcale too, that I own) make my addre(res to my 
prefent dear. 

Very good of you, Sir, to refpeft age : We all hope 
to live to be old. 

Right, Madam. — But you fay the lady is beautiful. 
Now you iwujft kaow, that tho' I choolc to converfe 



Let. 8. ClarijGTa Harlowe. 79 

with the elderly, yet I love to fee a beautiful young 
woman, jud as I love to fee fine flowers in a garden. 
There's no cafting an eye upon her, is there ? with- 
out her notice ? For in this drefs, and thus muffled' 
up about my jaws, I fhould not care to be feea any 
more than Ae, let her love privacy as much as ihe 
will.. 

I will go aik if I may fhew a gentleman the apart- 
mentf Sir ; and, as you arc.a married gentleman, and 
not ov^r- young, flie'll perhaps make the lefs fcru- 
pie. 

Then, like me, fhe loves elderly folks bcft, perhaps. 
But it may be Ihe has fuffcred by young ones ? 

1 fanfy fhe has. Sir, or is afraid fhe fhall. She de - 
£red to be very private v 3Q<i i£ by defcription inquired . 
after, to be. denied. 

Thou art true woman, goody Moore, thought I ! 
Good lack — Good lack. 1*^ What may be her Story 
th'en^Ipray? 

She is- pretty referved in her flory ; but, to tell you 
my thoughts, I believe Love is in the cafe : She is al- 
ways in tears, and does not much care for com« 
pany. , 

Nay, Madam, it becomes not me to dive into La- 
dies Secrets \ I want not to pry into othdr people's af« 
fairs. But, pray, how docs Ihe employ herfelf ?-^ 
Yet (he came but yeflcrday ^-fo you can't tell. . 
Writing continually. Sir. 

Thefe women, Jack, when yoii afk them queAions 
by way of information, don't care to be ignorant of 
any-thing. 

Nay, excufe mc, Madam, Fam very far from being 
an inquifitive man. But if her cafe be difficult, and 
not merely Love^ as fhe is a friend of yours, I would 
give her my advice. 

Then you are a Lawyer, Sir — 

Why, indeed, Madam, I was fomc time at the 
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be brief, (ht went in ; aod after a little while 
out again. The Lady, Sir» is retired to her 

So you may go in and look at the room, 
en how my heart began again to play its pug's 

• 

:)bbled in, and (lumped about, and liked it very 
; and was fure my wife would. I begged excufc 
cing down, and alked, Who was the Mbider 
e place ! If he were a good preacher ? Who 
led at the Chapel? And if l?e were a good preach- 
d good liver too, Madam — I muft inquire after 
For I love, 1 muft needs fay^ that the Clergy 
praftife what they preach. 
y right/ Sir; but that is not fo often the cafe, 
? to be wKhcd. . 

e's the pity, Madam. But I have a great vene- 
for the CUrgy in general. It is more a fatire 
iuman nature^ than upon the Clotb^ if we fop- 
lofe who have the^^ opportunities to be good, 
-fcft than other people. . For my parr, I don't 
rqfejjtonai any more than national reflexions.- — 
ceep the Lady in her clofct. My gout makes 
le. • . 

n up from my feat flumped I-^ What do you 
•fe window-curtainsy Madam ? 
F-damafk, Sir. 

oks. mighty well, trnlyj I like it better than 
[t is warmer to be fure, and much fitter for 
»s in the country ; efpeclaliy for people in years, 
d is in a pretty tafte. . 

neat and clean,: Sir : That's all wc pretend to. 
mighty wellr— Wery well— A filk camblct, I 
-Very well, truly ! — I am fure my wife will 
But we would noc turn the Lady out of her 
; for the -world. The other two apartmsots 
for us at the prefent. 
1 flumping towards the clofet^ over the door of 
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Bar ; bur I have long left practice ; yet I am much cOn" 
fulted by my friends in difficult points. In a pauper 
icafe I frequently give money ; but never take any from 
the richeft. 

You arc a very good gentleman^ then, Sir. 

Ay, Madam^ we cannot live always here ; and we 
ought to do what good we can- — But 1 hate to appear 
officious. If the Lady flay any time, and thick fir, 
upon better acquaintance, to Jet me into her cafe, it 
may be a happy day for her, if I find it a juft one j 
for, you mufl: know, that when I was at the Bar, I 
never was fuch a fad fellow as lo undertake, for the 
fake of a paltry fee, to make white black, and black 
xvhitc J for what would that have been, but to ea- 
deavour loeftablifli iniquity by quirks, while I robbed 
the innocent ? 

You arc an excellent gentleman, Sir: I wifli [and 
then (he fighedj I had had the happjnefs to know 
there was fuch a Lawyer in the world ; and to have 
been acquainted with him. 

Come, come, Mrs. Moore I think your name is, 
it may not be too late — When you and I are better ac- 
quainted, I may help ysu perhaps— But mention no- 
thing of this to the Lady ; for, as I faid, I hate to ap- 
pear ofUcious. 

This prohibition I knew, if goody Moore anfwered 
the fpecimen fhc had given of her womanhood, would 
make her take the firft opportunity to tell, were it to 
be necefTary to my purpofe that flie (hould. 

I appeared, upon the whole, fo indifferent about 
feeing the Rooin, or the Lady, that the good woman 
was the more eager I fliould fee both. And the rather, 
as I, to ftimulate her, declared, that there was more 
required in my eye to merit the charaftcr of a hand- 
fome woman, than mod people thought neceflaryj 
and that I had never feen fix truly lovely women in 
my life. 

To 
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To be brief, (ht went in ; aod after a little while 
came out again. The Lady, Sir» is retired to her 
clofet. So you may go in and look at the room. 

Then how my heart began again to play its pug*s 
tricks i 

I hobbled in, and (lumped about, and liked it very 
much ; and was fure my wife would. I begged excuic 
for fitting down, and alked, Who was the Minider 
of the place! If he were a good preacher? Who 
preached at the Chapel? And if h were a good preach- 
er, and good liver too, Madam — I muft inquire after 
^That\ For I love, 1 muft needs fay, that the Clergy 
Ihould praftife what they pieach. 

Very right, Sir; but that is not fo often the cafe, 
as were to be wifhed. > 

More's the pity, Madam. But I have a great venc- 
ra^tion for the CUrgy in general. It is more a fatirc 
upon Human nature, than upon the Clotb, if we fop- 
. pofe thofe who have t\i^ beft opportunities to be good, 
lefs perfeA than other people. . For my part, I doo'c 
love profejjtonai any more than natiornil refle^iom. — 
But I keep the Lady in her clofet. My gout makes 
me rude. • . 

Then up from my feat flumped I-^-What do you 
call thefe window- curtains^ Madam ? 
Siuff-damafk, Sir> 

It looks, mighty well, trtily: I like it better than 
£lk. It is warmer to be fure, and much fitter for 
lodgings m the country ; efpecialiy for people in years. 
The bed is in a pretty tafte. . 

It is neat and dean,: Sir : That's all wc pretend to. 
Ay, mighty wellr—Wery well— A filk camblet, I 
think — ^Very well, truly ! — I am fure my wife will 
like it. But we would not turn the Lady out of her 
lodging for the -world. The other two apartmeots 
ivHl do for Q8 at the prefent. 
Then flumping towards the clofet^ over the door of 
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\vhich hung a pifturc— What pifturc is that — Oh \ 
I fee : A St. Csecilia i 

A common print, Sir ! 

Pretty well, pretty well ! It is afcer an Italian roa- 
fter,— I would not for the world turn the l-ady out of 
her apartment. We can make flii ft with the other two, 
repeated I, louder ftill : But yet mumblingly hoarfe : 
for I had as great a regard to uniformity in accent^ as 
to my words. 

Bclford I to be fo near my angel, think what a 
painful conlhraint I was under ! 

1 was refolved to fetch her out, if poffible : And 
pretending to be going — You can't agree as to any 
time^ Mrs. Moore, when we can have this third room, 
can you ? — Not that [whifpered I, loud enough to 
be heard in the next room; Not that] I would incom- 
mode the Lady : But I would tell my Wife ^hen 
abouts — And women, you know, Mrs. Moore, love 
to hare evcry-thing before them of this nature. 

Mrs. Moore, faid my Gharmer [And never did her 
Toice found fo harmonious to me : Oh how my heart 
bounded again ! It even talked to me, in a manner j 
for I thought I heard^ as well as felt, its unruly flut- 
ters ; and every vein about me feeraed a pulfe : Mrs. 
Moore] you may acquaint the gentleman, that I fhall 
Hay here only for two or three days at mod, till I re- 
ceive an Anfwer to a Letter I have written into the 
country 5 and rather than be your hindrance, I will 
take up with any apartment a pair of ftairs higher. 

Not for the world! — Not for the world, young 
. Lady, cried I ! — My wife, well as I love her, fhould 
lie in a garret, rather than put fuch a confiderate La- 
dy as you f^em to be, to the Icaft inconveniency. 

She opened not the door yet ; and I Taid, Btti fincc 
you have fo much goodnefs, Madam, if I could but 
juft look into the clofet as I jfland, I could fell my wife 
whether it is large enough to hold a cabinet (he much 
V2}pcsj and will have wi^i her wherever (he g02s. 
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Then my Cbarnier opened the door, and bhzed 
upon iHe, as it were, in a flood of light, like what 
one might imagine would ftrike a man, who, born 
blind, had by fome propitious power been blefled with 
his fight all at once, in a meridian Sun. 

Upon my Soul, I never was fo ftrangely affefted 
before. I had much ado to forbear difcovering myfclf 
th.it inftant : But, hificatingly, and in great difordcr, 
I faid, looking into the cloi'et, and around it. There 
19 room, I fee, for my wife's Cabinet 5 and it has 
many jewels in it of high price ; but, upon my Soul, 
rfoc I could not forbear fwearing. like a puppy : — 
Uibit is a curfed thing. Jack — ] Nothing fo valuable 
as the Lady' I fee, can be brought into it. 

She llarted, and looked at me with terror. The 
truth of the compliment, as far as I know^ had taken 
diflimulation from my accen% 

I fa w it was impofSble to conceal myfelf longer from 
her, any more than (from the violent impulfes of my 
pafficn) to forbear manifcfting myfelf. 1 unbuttoned 
therefore my cape, I pulled ofFmy flapt flouched hit ; 
I threw open my great coar^ and, like the. devil in 
Milton [an odd comparifon, thoM] ^ 

Ifiarted up in my oivn form diving. 
Touched by the beam of her celejiial eye^> 
More potent ihan^IthurielU fpear l- — ' 

lifT jw, Belford, for a fiiiilltude^ — ^Now for alikcnefi 
XQ iliudrate the furprihng fcene, and the efFedt it bad 
* upon -my. charmer, and the gentlewoman! — But no- 
thing was like it, or equal to it. The plain fa<fl can 
only defcribe it, and fee it oflf— Thus then take it. . 

She no fooner faw who it was, than (he gave three 
violent fcreams^ and, before I could catch her. in my 
arms (as I was about to do the moment I difcovercd 
myfelf) down flic funk at my feet, in a fit; wh\rh 
made, me curfe my indifcretion for fo fuddctiV^^ "^^^ 
vfhhJo much emotion, revearma mvfeXi* 

£6 ^^ 
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The gentIewoman» feeing fo flrange an alteratioa 
in my perfoni and features, and voice, and drefs, 
cried out, Murder, help ! Murder, help 1 by turns, 
for half a dozen times running. This alarmed the 
houfe, and up ran two fervant-maids, and my (ervant 
after them, I cried out for water and hartfhorn, and 
every one flew a dififerent way, one of the maids as 
faft down as (he came up \ while the gentlewoman ran 
out of one room into another, and by turns up and 
down the apartment we were in, without meaning or 
end, wringing her foolifli hands, and not knowing 
what fbe did. 

Up then came running a gentleman and his fifter^ 
fetched, and brought in by the maid, who had run 
down ; and having let in a curfed crabbed old wretch, 
hobbling with his gout, and mumbling with his 
hoarfe broken- toothed voice, who was metamorphofed 
all at once into a lively gay young fellow, with a clear 
accent, and all his teeth, fhe would have it, that 
I was neither more nor lefs than the devil, and could 
not keep her eye from my foot ; expefting, no doubt, 
every minute to fee it difcover iifelf to be cloven. 

For my part, I was fo intent upon reftoring my 
nngel, that I regarded nobody elfe. And at lafl, fhe 
flowly recovering motion, with bitter fighs and fobs 
(only the whites of her eyes however appearing for 
ibme moments) I called upon her in the tendered ac- 
cent, as I kneeled by her, my arm fupporting her 
head ; my Angel ! My Charmer 1 My Clarifla ; l#ok 
upon me, my dearcft Life \ — 1 am not angry with 
you ! —I will forgive you my bcft Beloved ! — 

The gentleman and his lifter knew not what to 
make of all this : And the lefs, when my Fair-one, 
recovering her fight, fnatched another look at me \ 
and then again groaned, and fainf^d away. 

I threw u.p the clofet-faQi for air, and then left her 
to the care of the young gentlewoman, the fame notable 
Mik ilawiins^ whom I had heard of at the Flafk ; 
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and to that of Mrs.' Moore ; who by this time had 
recovered herfdf ; and then retiring to one corner of 
the room, I made my {ervant pull off my gouty 
ftockings, brufh my bat, and loop it up into the uiUal 
fmarc cock. 

I then ftcpt to the clofet to Mr. Rawlins, whom, 
in the general coofufion, I had not much minded be-* 
fore. — Sir, faid Ij you have an uncommon fcene be- 
fore you. The Lady is my Wife» and no gentleman's 
prefence is neceflary here bat my owd. 

I beg pardon. Sir; ^thc Lady be your Wife, I 
have no buiincfs here. But, Sir, by her concern ac 
feeing you— ^ 

Pray, Sir, none of your i/*s and but^Sy I befeech 
you : Nor your concern about the Lady^s concern. 
YoD are a very unqualified judge in this caufe ; and I 
beg of you. Sir, to oblige me with your abfence. 
The Woihen only are proper to be prefcnt on this 
occafion, added I, and I think myfelf obliged to them 
for their care and kind afliftance. 

Tis well he made not another word : For I found 
my choler begin to rife. I could not bear, that the 
fineft neck, and arms^ and foot^ In the world, fhould 
be expofed to the eyes of any man living but mine. 

I withdrew once more from the clolet, finding her 
beginning to recover, left the fight of me too Toon, 
ihould throw her back again. 

The firft words ihe faid, looking round her with 
grCat emotion, were, O hide me, bide me I Is he 
gone ! — O hide me. Is he gone ! 

Sir, faid Mifs Rawlins, coming to me with an air 
both peremptory and afiured. This is fome furpriiSng 
cafe. The Lady cannot bear the fight of you. What 
you have done is beft known to yourfelf. But another 
luch fit will probably be her laft» It would be but 
kind therefore for you to retire. 

It behoved me to haye fo notable a perfon of vq^j 
party j and the rather, as I had d\to\ift^ta V^i v^k^^x- 
tiaeat Brother* ' '^^ 
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The dear creature, faid I, may weii be concerned to 
fee mc. 1( you. Madam, had a Hufbmd who loved 
you as I love her, you would not, I am confident, fly 
from hifl}, and expofe yourfclf to hazards, as (he does 
whenever (lie has not all her way — And yet with a 
<nind not capable of intentional evil — But Mother- 
Ipoilt! — ^This is her fault, and all her fault: And the 
more incxcufeable it is, ab I aai the man of her choice; 
and have reafon to think (lie loves me above all the 
men in the world. . 

Plerc, Jack, was a Story to fupporc the Lady; face 
to face too [«] ! 

[/a] And here, Bclford, left thou, thro* mattention, ihbuidd be 
fuiprifcd at my afTurance, let roe remind thee (and that, thus, by 
\vay of marginal obrervation, that I may not break in upon my Nar** 
raiive) that this my Intrepidity was but a confequence of ihe mea- 
sures 1 had previoufly concerted (as 1 have from time to time ac- 
quainted thee) in apprehenfion of fuch an event as has fallen ou^ 
For had not the dear creature already pafled for my Wife, before 
no lefs than four vrorthy gentlemen of family and fortune *.•• — And 
had flie not agreed to her Uncle's expedient, that (lie JJjould pafs for 
luch, from the time of Mr Hickman's application to that Uncle t'; 
and that the worthy Captain Tomlinfon fliould be allowed to pio- 
pagitc that belief ; as he had actually reported it. to two families 
(they pojihly to more); purpoicly that it might come to the ears of 
Jan^cs Harlowe ; and ferve for a foundation for Uncle John to build 
hii Reconciliation fchcme upon \ ? And canft thou think, that nor- 
thing was meant by all this contrivance ? And that 1 am not ftill 
further prepared to i'upport my Story ? 

Indeed, I little thought, at the time that. I formed thefe precau- 
tionary Schemes, tliat ihe would ever have been able, if \villing^ to 
get out of my hands All tliat I liopeJ 1 Ihould hive occafion to 
have rccourfc to them for, was only, in cafe I fliouId have the tou- 
rage to make the grand attempt, and fliould fuccced in it, to bring 
the dear creature [and tbh out of tcndcrnefi to her; for what attention . 
did 1 ever yet pay to the grief, the execrations, the tears of a wo- 
man I had triumphed over?] to bear me in her fight; to expoftulatc 
with mc to be pacified by my pleas, and by my own future hopes, 
founded upon the Reconciliatory projeA, upon my reiterated vows, 
and upon the Captain's afl'urances — Since, in that cafe, to forgive 
me, to have gone on with me, /or a week, would have been to for- 
give me, to have gone on with me, /or ever. And then had my eli- 
gible life of honour taken place; her trials would all have been then 
over; and flie would have known nothing but gratitude, love, and 
fo/-, to the end of one o£ our lives . For never would I, never could 
J, have abanddiied fuch an admirable creature 3L*xh\v. 'YVvouV.^q^nj-' 
^/l> /never was a fordid villain to any of \\ei \ntct\o\^ — ^\i^t xnfenoTi^ 
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Tou fpeak like a gentleman ; you look like a gentle- 
man, faid Mifs Rawlins — But, Sir, this is a flrange^ 
cafe ; the Lady feems to dread the fight of you. 

No wonden Madam*, taking her a little on one 
fide nearer to Mrs. Moore. I have three times al- 
ready forgiven the dear creature — But this jeaioufy ! — 
Tkere is a fpice of that in it — and of phrenfy too 
[v?hifpered I, that it might have the face of a iecret, 
and of confequencc the more engage their attention]] 
— But our Story is too long — 

I then made a motion to go to. my Beloved. But 
they deiired that I would walk into the next r oomj 
and they would endeavour to prevail upon her to lie 
down. 

I begged that they would not fuffer her to talk; for 
that fhe was accuAomed to Fits, and when in this 
way, would talk of any-thing that came uppermoft: 
And the more fhe was fuffered to run on, the worfe 
fhe was ; and if not kept quiet, would fall into ra- 
vings; which might pofBbly hold her a week. 

They promifed to keep her quiet ; and I withdrew 
into the next room ; ordering every one down but 
Mrs. Moore und Mifs Rawlins. 

She was full of exclamations. Unhappy creature ! 
miferable ! ruined! and undone! fhe called herfelf; 
wrung her hands, and begged they would afOfl her to 
cfcape from the terrible evils fhe fhould otherwife be 
made to fufTer. 

They preached patience and quietnefs to her ; and 
would have had her to lie down : But fiie refufed ; 
finking, however^ into an eafy chair ; for fhe trem* 
bled io^ (he could not f\and. 

By this time, I hoped, that fhe was enough re- 
covered to bear a prcfence, that it behoved me to 
make her bear ; and fearing flie would throw out 
ibmetbing in her exclamationsr that would flili more 
difconcert me, \ went into the room again. 

O there he i^ .' faid ihe^ aud ihic^ kti ^"^tc^ ^^^^ 
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her £ice— I caonoc fee him! — I cannot look upon 
him I — Begone, begone i touch me not j-^ 

For I took her ftruggling hand, befeeching her to 
be pacified ; and afluriogher, that I would make all 
up with her upon her own terms and.wiihes. 

Bafe man \ laid the violent Lady, I have no wifhesi 
but never to behold you more ! Why muft I be thus 
purfued and haunted i Have you not made me mifer- 
able enough aheady ? — Defpoiled of all fuccour and 
help, and of every friend. I am contented to be poorj 
low, and miferablei fo I miy be free fr<3m your per- 
fecutions. 

Mifs Rawlins ftared at me [A confident flut thid 
Mifs Rawlins, thought I] : So did Mrs. Moore. I 
told you fo ! whifperingly faid I, turning to the wo- 
men ; (hakiog my head with a face of great concern 
and pity; and then to my Charmer. My dear crea- 
ture, how you rave 1 You will nott*afily recover from ^ 
the effcfts of this violence. Have patience, my Love. 
Be pacified \ and we will coolly talk this matter over 5 
For you expofc yourfclf, as well as me : Thefe La- 
dies will certainly thir^k you have fallen among rob* 
bcrs \ and that I am the chief oF them. 

So you are ! fo you arc i ftampiog, her face ftill 
covered [^She thought of IVednejday nighty no douht"} ; ^ 
and, fighing as if her heart were bi caking, llie put her 
hand to her forehead — 1 ihall be quite diliraftcd ! 

I will not, my deireli Love, uncover your face. 
You fhrJi not 1 )ok upon me, fince 1 am fo odious to 
yoq. B'jt this is a violet tce I never thought you ca- 
pable of. 

And I would have prefTed her hand, as I held it, 
with my lips ; but ihe drew it from me with indig- 
nation. 

Unhand me, Sir, faid fhe. I will not be touched 
by you. Lt;ave me to my fate. What right, what 
title, have you to perfecu^e mt thus? 

U^ifat ri/bt, what tiiU, my dear I— But this is not 
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a time — I have a Letter from Captain Tomlinfon — 
Here ii is — offering it to her — 

I will receive nothing from your hands — Tell me 
not of Captain Tomlinfon — Tell me not of any-body 
— You have no right to invade me thus — Once more 
leave me to my fate — Have you not made me milcr- 
able enough ? 

I touched a delicate flring, on purpofe to fet her in 
fuch a paflion before the women, as might confirm 
the iotimation I had given of a phrenfical diforder. 
. What a turn is here I — Lately fo happy ! — Nothing 
wanting but a Reconciliation between you and your 
friends ! — Thar Reconciliation in fuch a happy train — 
Shall io /light, fo acciJental an occafion be Aiffered to 
overturn all our happinefs ? 

She flartcd tip with a trembling impatience, her 
apron falling from her indignant face — Now, faid ifae 
chat thou dareft to call the occafion flight and acci" 
dental^ and that I am happily out of thy vile hands, 
and out of a houfe I have reafon to believe as vile, 
traitor and wretch that thou art, I will venture to 
caft an eye upon thee — And O that it were in my . 
power, in mercy to ray Sex, to look thee firft into 
ihame and remorfe, and then into death ! 

This violent Tragedy«fpeecb, and the high manner 
m which fho^utter'd it, had its defired efte& I looked 
upon the wonien, and upon her, by turns, with a pity- 
ing eye ; and they fhook their wife heads^ and be- 
fought me to retire, and her to lie down to compofe 
hcrlelf. 

This hurricane, like other hurricanes, was prefently 
allayed by a fhower. She threw herfelf once more 
into her armed chair, and begged pardon of the women 
for her paffionate excefs j but not of me : Yet I was 
in hopes, that when compliments were AirriDg, I 
ihould have come in for a fhareT 

Indeed, Ladies, faid I [with aflurance enough] 
thou*U fay3 this violence is not uatucal to tK^ &^^ 
\ovcd's temper — ^M//appreheniion— "Vt&- 
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Mifipprehenfionj wretch ! — And want I excufes 
from thee ! 

By what a fcorn was every lovely feature agitated ! 

Then turning her face from me, I have not pa^ 

tlence, O thou guileful betrayer, to look^upon thee ! — 

Begone ! Begone ! With a face To unblufhing, how 

dared thou my prefence ? 

I thought then^ that the charaAer of. a Hofband 
obliged me to be angry. . 

You may one day> Madam, repent this treatment: 
*— By my Soul you may.. You know I have not de- 
fcrved it of you — You knov) I have not. 

Do I know yoa have not? — ^Wretch! Do I 
know — 

You do, Madam — And never did man of my figure 
and coofider^tion [i thought it was proper to throw 
that in] meet with fuch treatment — 

She lifted, up her hands: Indigaatioa kept hct^ 
filent* 

But all isof a piece with the charge you bring againft 
me of defpoiltng you of all fuccour and help, of making 
you p09r and loiv^ and with other unprecedented lan- 
guage. I will only fay, before thefe two gentlewomen, 
that fince it mufi be fo, and iince your former efteem 
for me is turned into fo riveted an averiioiQ, I willfooo, 
very foon, make you entirely eafy. I w/V/ be gone : 
— I will leave you to your ovjn fate, as you call it ; 
and may That be happy! — Only, that I~may not ap- 
pear to be a fpoiler, a robber indeed, let me know 
whither I fliall fend your apparel, and every-thing 
that belongs to you, and I will fend it. 

Send it to this place;. and. aflure me, that you will 
never moleft me more \ never more come near me •, 
and that is all I ask of you. 

1 will do fo. Madam, faid I, with a dejefted air. 
But did I ever think Ifhould be io indifferent to you ? 
— However, you niuft permit me to inlift on youc 
reading this Letter 5 andon youriccing Ciiptain Tom- 
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YinCoD, and hearing what he has to fay from your 
Uncle. He will be here by-and by. 

Don't trifle with ine» faid (he, in an imperious 
tone — Do as you offer. I will not receive any Let ; 
ter from your hands. If I fee Captain Tomlinfon, 
it Ihall be on his own account ; not on yours. You 
tell oie you will fend me my apparel : If you would 
have me believe any-thing you fay, let This be the 
Tcft of your Sincerity — Leave me now, and fend my 
things. 

The women ftared. They did nothing but flare ;* 
and appeared to be more and more at a lofs what to 
make of the matter between us. ' 

I pretended to be going from her in a pet : But 
wlften I had got to the door, I turned back ^ and, as 
if I had recoUedted myfelf. One word more, ^ my 
dc2ie(k creature ! — Charming even in your anger !•— 

my fond foul ! faid I, turning half-round, and pull- 
iog out my handkerchief.. 

I believe. Jack, my eyes did gliflen a little. I have 
no doubt but they did. The women pitied me. Ho- 
aeft fouls ! They fhewed, that they had each of them 
a handkerchief as well as I. So, haft thou not ob- 
ferved (to give a familiar illuftratioo) every man ia 
a company of a dozen, or more, obligingly pull out 
his watch^ when fome one has afked, What's o-clock? 
— As each man of a like number, if one talks of 
his Beard, will fall to ftroking his chin with his four 
fingers and thumb. 

One word only. Madam, repeated I (as foon as my 
voice had recovered its tone) : I have reprefented to 
Captain Tomlinfon, in the moft favourable light, the 
caufe of our prefent mifunderflanding. Tou know 
what your Uncle infifts upon ^ and with which you 
have acquiefced. The Letter in my hand [and again 

1 offered it to her] will acquaint you with what you 
have to apprehend from your Brother's adive malice* 
. She was going to fpeak in a higjli acccui) "^^^wns^^ 
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the Letter from her, wiih. an open palm — ^Nay, hear 
me out. Madam — The Captain, you know, has re- 
ported our marriage to two different perfoos. It is 
come to your Brother's e<irs. My own relations have 
alfo heard of it. Letters were brought me from town 
this morning, from Lady Betty Lawrance and Mifs 
Montague. Here they are \l pulled them out of my 
pocket, and ofEsred them to her, with That of the 
Captain ; but fhe held back her ftill open palm^ that 
ihe might not receive them]. Reflect, Madam, Ibe* 
feech you reflet, upon the fatal confequences with 
which this your high refentment (nay be attended. 

Ever iince I knew you» faid (he, I have been in 
a wilderoefs of doubt and error. I bleis God that I 
aim dut of your hands. I will tranfaA for myfelf 
what relates to myfelf. I difmifs all your folicitudc 
for me. Am I not my own tniftrefs !— ^-Have joa 
any title — 

The women ftared [The devil ftare ye, thought 1 1 
Can ye do nothing but flare?] It was high time to 
flop her here. 

1 raifed my voice to drown hers — You ufed, my 
deareft creature, to have a tender and apprehenfive 
heart — Tou never had fo much reafon for fuch a one 
as now. 

Let me judge for myfelf, upon what I (hally^^, 
Hot upon what I, (hall hear — Do you think I (hall 
ever — 

I dreaded her going on — I mufi be heard, Madam, 
raifing my voice ftill higher. Yonmuft Jet me read 
one paragraph or two of This Letter to you, if you 
will not read it yourfelf— 

Begone from me Man ! — Begone from me with thy 
Letters ! What pretence haft thou for tormenting me 
thus — What right — What title — 

Deareft creature, what queftions you afk ! Queftions 
that you can as well anfwer yourfelf — 

I can^ I wiII-^A.nii thus I anfwer them— 
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Still louder raifed I my voice, She was overborne. 
Sweet Soul ! It would be bard, thought I [and yet I 
was very angry with her] if fuch a fpiric as thine can« 
not be brought to yield to fuch a one as mine ! 

I lowered my voice on her filence. All gentle, all 
intr€ativej my accent ; My head bowed ; one hand 
held out ; the other on my honeft heart : — For Hea- 
ven's fake, my deareft creature, refolve to fee Captain 
Tomliofon with temper. He would have come along 
witk me : But I was willing to try to foften your mind 
firft OQ this fatal mifapprehenfion ; and This for the 
fake of your own wifhes : For what is it other wife to 
me whether your friends are or are not reconciled to 
usi Do J want any favour from themf --Yor your own 
mind's fidce therefore, fruftraie not Captain Tomlin- 
/bo's acgotiation. That worthy gentleman will be 
here in the afternoon-^Lady Betty will be in town 
with my Coufin Montague, in a day or two. They 
will be your vifitors. I befeech you do not carry this 
mifunderfianding fo far, as that Lord M. and Lady 
Betty, and Lady Sarah, may know it, [^How conjider^ 
Me this madf me iook to the woman Lad) Betty will 
not let you reft till you confent to accompany ber to 
her own Seat — And to that Lady may you fafely en« 
truft your caufc. 

Again, upon my paufing a moment, (he was going 
to break out. I liked not the turn of her counte- 
nances nor the tone of her voice — " And thinkeft 
'' thou, bafc wretch^—" were the words (he did utter. 
I again raifed my voice and drowned hers — Bafe 
wretch f Madam ! — You know that I have not deferved 
the violent names you have called me. Words fo 
opprobrious ! from a mind fo gentle ! — But this treat- 
ment is from j/ou. Madam! — Vtom youy whom I love 
more than my own Soul — By that Soul, I fwear that 
I do — QThe women looked upon each other. They 
feemed pleafed with my Ardor. Women, whether 
Wives, Maids, or Widows, love Ardors* 'E.Ntxi'^x^ 
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Howe, thou knowefl, fpeaks up for Ardors (^i) ] — 
Ncverthelefs, I muft fay, that you have carried mat- : 
ters foo far for the occafion. I Itc you hate me — 

She was juft going to fpeak — If we are to feparaU » 
for ever, in a Arong and folemn voice, proceeded I, fc 
this liland fhall not long be troubled with me. Mean = 
4ime, only be pleafed to give thefe Letters a prrufal, « 
and conCder what is to be faid to your Uncle's friend/ ^ 
and what he is to fay to your Uncle.-^Any-thing will ? 
I come into (renounce me if you will) that fball make f 
for jfour peace, and for the Reconciliation your heart ' V 
luas fo lately fet upon. But I humbly conceive, that > 
it is neceffary, that you Aould come into better tem- 
per with me, were it but to give a favourable appear- 
ance to what has pajfed, and weight to 9itij future 
application to your friends, in whatever way you fiiall 
think proper to make it. 

I then put the Letters ipto her lap, and retired into 
the next apartment withl a low bow, and a very fo- 
lemn air. 

I was foon followed by the two women. Mrs. 
Moore withdrew to give the fair Pcrverfe time to read 
them : Miis Rawlins for the fame reafbn ; and becauie 
ihe was fent ior home. 

The widow bcfought her fpeedy return. I joined 
in the fame requef^ ; and Ihe was ready enough to pro- 
mife to oblige us. 

I excufed myfclf to Mrs. Moore for the difguife I 
bad appeared in at fiifl, and for the Story I had in- 
vented. I told her, that I held myfclf obliged to 
fatisfy her for ihc whole floor we were upon; and for 
an upper room for my iervant ; and that for a month 
certain. 

She made many fcruples, and begged fhe might 
not be urged on this head, till fhe had conluhed Mtfs 
Rawlins. 

I con- 
cur; Sec Vol IV. p. i%. 111. 
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I confcnted'; but told her> that (he had taken my 
Earned ; and I hoped there was no room for difpure. 

Jnft then Mifs Rawlins returned, with an air of 
eager curiofity ; and having been told, what had pafled 
between Mrs. Moore and me, fhe gave herfelf airs of 
office immediately : Which I humoured, plainly per- 
ceiving, that if I had her with me, I had the other. 

She wifhcd, if there were time for it, and if it were 
not quite impertinent in her to defire it, that I would 
give Mrs. Moore and her a brief Hiflorj of an affair, 
which, as fhe faid, bore the face of Novelty, Myftery, 
and Surprize : For fomctimes it looked to ^er as if 
we were married ; at other times, that point appeared 
doubtful ; and yet the Lady did not abfolutely deny 
It ; but, upon the whole, thought herfclf highly in- 

I faid, That ours was a very particular cafe : That 
were I to acquaint them with it, fome part of it would 
hardly appear credible. But however, as they feemed 
to be perfods of difcretion, 1 would give them a brief 
account of the whole ; and this in fo plain and fincere 
a manner, that it (hould clear up to their fatisfa£tion 
every thing that had paffed, or might hereafter pafs 
between us. 

They fat down by me, and threw every feature of 
their faces into attention. I was refolved to go as near 
the truth as poifible, led any thing (hould drop from 
my Spoufe to impeach my veracity ; and yet keep in 
view what paHed at the Flaflc. 

It is neceffary, altho' thou knoweft my whole Story, 
and a good deal of my views, that thou ihouldft be 
apprized of the fubftaoce of what I told them. 

' I gave them, in as concife a manner as I was able, 
^ the hiftory of our families, fortunes, alliances, anii- 
' pathies ; her Brother's, and mine, particularly. I 
« averred the truth of our private Marriage/ The 
Captain's Letter, which 1 will inclofe, will give thee 
my reafons lor rhar. And befidesi ih^ n«oicv^xv tcCx^^*^ 
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have propofed aParibn to me by way of compromife* 
^ I told them the condition my Spoufe had made me 
' fwear to ; and to which fhe held me, in order, I 
' faid, to induce me the fooner to be reconciled to 
' htr Relations/ 

* I owned, that this rcftraint made me fometimei 
' ready to fly out.* And Mrs. Moore was to good as 
to declare, that Jbe did not much wonder at it. 

Thou art a very good fort of woman, Mrs. Moore, 
thought I. 

As Mifs Howe has a£lually detected out mother ; 
and might poflibly find fome way ftill to acquaint her 
friend with her difcoveries; I thought it proper to 
prcpofTefs them in favour of Mrs. Sinclair and her two 
Nieces. 

I faid, • They were Gentlewomen born ; that they 
' had not bad hearts ; that indeed my Spoufe did not 
' love them ; they having once jointly taken the li« 
' berty to blame her for herover-nicenefs with regard 
' to mc. People, 1 faid, even good people, who knew 

* themfelves to be guilty of a rault they had no incli- 
' nation to mend, were too often lead patient, when 

* told of it ; as they could lefs bear than others, to be 

* thought indifferently of.* 

Too often the cafe, they owned. 

* Mrs. Sinclair's houie was a very handfome houfe^ 

* and fit to receive thtfirft quality [True enough, 

* Jack !]. Mrs. Sinclair was a woman very cafy in 

* her circumftances : A Widow-gentlewoman — as 

* }cu, Mrs. Moore, are Lets Lodgings — as jou, 

* Mrs. Moore, do. Once had better profpedls — as 

* j'oiy, Mrs, Moore, may have had : The Relift of 

* Colonel Sinclair: You, Mrs Moore, might know 
« Colonel Sinclair — He had lodgings at Hamftead.* 

bhe had htard of the name. 

« O, he was related to the beft families in Scot- 

« land: And his Widow is not to be rcfl.ded upon, 

^ bccnufc £t\c Icis 1 odi;int;,s, you know, Mrs. Moore ; 

/ —You Jcnow, Mifs R'awUn%; Nw^ 



Let. 8. ClarilTa Harlowe. ^7 

V«ry true, and. Very true: And they muft needs 
fay, it did not look quite fo pretty in fuch a Lady as 
jny Spoufe, to be fo cenforious. 

A foundation here, thought I, to procure thcfe wo- 
mens help to get back the Fugitive, or their conni- 
vance at leaft at my doing fo; as well as for anticipating 
any future information from Mifs Howe. 

I gave them a chara£ter of that Virago : And inti- 
mated) * that for a head to contrive mifchief, and a 

* heart to execute itj fhe bad hardly her equal in her 

• Sex • 

To this Mifs Howe it was, Mrs. Moore faid, (he fup* 

pofedi chat my Spoufe was fo defirous to difpatch a 

man and horfe, by daydawn, with a Letter (he wrote 

before (he went to-bed laft night *, prop jfing to fVay no 

longer than till (lie had received an Anfver to it. 

The very fame, faid L I knew fhe would have im- 
mediate recourfe to her. I (hould have been but too 
happy, couid I have prevented fuch a Letter from 
pafling, or fo to have managed, as to have it given 
into Mrs. Howe's hands, inftead of her Daughter's. 
Women who had lived fome time in the world knew 
better^ than to encourage fuch Ikittifli pranks in young 
wives. 

I^t me juft flop to tell thee, while it is in my 
head, that I have fince given Will, his cue to find out 
where the man lives who is gone with the fair Fugi- 
tive's Letter; and, if pofIible,.to fee him on hi* re- 
turn, before he ke% ber. 

I told the women, * I defpaired tdat it would ever 
^ be better with us while Mifs Howe had fj Orange 
' an afcendency over my fpoufe» and remained her- 
^ felf unmarried I and until the Reconciliation with 

* her friends could be eftefted ; or a JiiU happier 

* event — as I (hould think it, \k ho am the laft male 
' of my family ; and which my foolifli vow, and her 

* rigour, had hitherto' — 

Here I I^Qpt, and looked modcft, tvxtvsXn^ tK^ Jivv* 
Vol. V, F tSNO^^ 
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mood ring round my finger: While goody Moore 
looked mighty fignificant, calling it a very particular 
cafe; and the Maiden fanned away^ and primm'd 
and pors'd, to (hew, that what I faid needed no hi' 
ther explanation. 

* I told them the occaCon of our prcfent difference: 
' I avowed the reality of the Fire : But owned, that I 
' would hate made do fcruple of breaking the unna- 

* tnral oath flie had boiicd me in (having an Huf" 

* band's right on my llde) when (he was io accident 

* tally frighted into my arms : And I blamed myfelf 
^ eTLceflively, that I did not ; fince Oie thought fie to 

* carry her refcntircnt fo high, and had the inju/Ucc 

* to fuppofe the Fire to be a contrivance of mine.' 
Nay, for that matter, Mrs. Moore faid — as wc were 

r7:arrirdf and Madam was Co cdd — Every Gcdtlemau 
v:cu!-l not — And there flopt Mrs Moore. 

* To fuppofe I fliould have recouife to fuch 2, poor 
" contrivance, faid I, when I faw the dear creature 

* every hotir^-* Was not this a bold put. Jack ? 

A moft extraordinary cafe, truly ! cried the Maiden 
^fanning, yet coming in with her Well-buts: and her 
lifting Pray Sir*s! and her rcftraining Enough Sir's!-' 
"y^y'^i^g from the qucflion to the queflion , her feat now- 
nnd-then uncafy, for fear my ivant of delicacy [(hould 
~y.\\ii her abundant modefly , and it was difficult to 
ii^isjy her.^//^r-abundant curiofity, 

* JVly Beloved's jealoufy [and jcaloufy of iifelf, to 
'^ female minds, accounts for a ihoufand unacccunta* 
" blenefles] and the imputation of her half-phrcnfy 
^ brought upon her by her Father's wicked curfc, and 

* by the previous perfecutions rtie had undergone from 

* *all her family, were what I dwelt upon> in order to 
' provide againft what might happen/ 

In (hbrt, *I owned 'againft mylelf moft of the of- 
' fences which I did not doubt but flie would charge 

* me with in their hearing: And as every caufe has 
' z hJsi'ck and white fidc» I a^v»5 ^bc vfgvft parts of 



Let. 8. Claiifla Harlowe. 99 

' our ftory the gentleft turo. And when I had done^ 
' acq^iainted them with fotne of the contents of chat 
' Letter of Captain Tomliafoo, which I bad left 

* with the Lady. I concluded with cautioning them 

* to be guarded againft the inquiries of James Har- 
' lowe, and of Captain Singleton, or of any Sailor- 
' lookiAg men.' 

This thou wilt fee from the Letter itfdf was neceP> 
fary to be done* Here thereFore thou mayeft read it* 
AodA charming Letter to my purpofe wilt thou find 
it to be, if thou gi?eft the leail attention to its con- 
tentsk 

To Robert Lovelacf, E/q: 

Dear Sir, IVedn. Jime 7.* 

A Ltho' I am obliged to fee in town to-morrow, or 
^ next day at farthcft, yet I would not difpcnfc 
with writing to you. by one of my firvants (whom I 
lend up before me upon a particular occafion) in order 
to advcrtife you, that it is probable you vjiU hear from 
fome of your own rehtiofu mi your [,fuppofed\2 nuptials. 
One of the perfbns (Mr. Lilburne by name) to whom 
I hinted by belief of your Marriage, happens to be 
acquainted with Mr. Spurrier, Lady Betty Lawrance*!? 
Steward ; and (not being under any rcftriftion) men- 
tioned it to Mr. Spurrier, and he to Lady Betty, as a 
thing certain: And this (tho* I have not the honour 
to be perfonall)' kncvfti to her Ladyjbip) brought en an 
inquiry from her Lady (hip to me by her gentleman; 
who coming to me in company with Mr. Lilburne, I 
had no way but to confirm the report. And I under- 
{land, that Lady Betty takes it amifs, that fhe was not 
acquainted with fo defirable a piece of news from 
yourfclf. 

t What is between hooks [ j iliou mayeft Aippoff , Jack, I /'uni>* 
upon the women, in Uie account I gavc'ihcvu o1l \Yift WB^^)t^sx^ ^^ 
tkij htttcr. 
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^Her Ladyfliipy it feems, has bufinefi that calls her 
to fawn [and you will poffibly choofc to put her right. 
if you do» it Willi I prefume^ he in confidence ; that ao« 
thing mty perfjpirc from your own family to contmdift 
what I have given out.] 

[I haye ever been of optoion. 7hat truth ought to 
be ftriSly adhered to on all occqfions : And am coo* 
cemed that I have (tbo* with (o good a view) de- 
parted from my old maxim. But my dear firieod ]V1r» 
John Hadowe would have it (o. Yet I never knew 
a departure of this kind a fingle departure. But, to 
make the beft of it now, allow me. Sir, once more 
to beg the Ladvi as foon as poffible, to authenticate 
the report given out.] When both you and the Lady 
join in the acknowldgment of your marriage, it will 
be impertinent in any one to be inquifitive as to the 
day or weiki [And, if as privately celebrated as you 
Intend (while the gentlewomen with "whom you loidge 
aire properly inftru6ted, as you fay they are, and who 
uflually believe jou were married long ago) who fhall 
be able to give a contradiS^lion to ray report ?3 

And yet it is very probable, that minute inquiries 
will be made ; and this is what renders precaution ne« 
ccflary. For Mr. James Harlowc will not believe that 
you are married, and is fure, he fays, that you both 
lived together when Mr. Hickman's application was 
made to Mr John Harlowe ; And if you lived toge- 
ther any time unmarried, he infers from your charac- 
ter, Mr. Lovelace, that it is not probable, that you 
would ever marry. And he leaves it to his two Un- 
cles to decide, if you even Jbould he married^ whether 
rhcre bs not room to believe, that his Sifter was Jirjl 
dijk^nouredi and if fo, to judge of the title flic will 
)iave to their favour, or to the forgivenefs of any of 
her family. 1 believe, Sir, this part of my Letter had 
bcil be kept from the Lady. 

Young Mr. Harlowe is rcfolved to find this out, and 
^'T /s?/7^ af kis Sijiefs Jpach Ixktvi^fc j ^u4 for that 
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parpofe fets out to-morrow, as I am well informedy 
witb a icurgi attendance armed ; and Mr* Solmes is to 
he of the party. And what makes him the more ear* 
Dcft to find it our, is this: Mr. John Harlowe has 
told the whole family, that he will alter and uew- 
ieule his will. Mr. Aotony Harlowe is refolved to 
60 the fame by his; for^ it fcemS) he has now given 
over all thoughts of changing his condition } having 
lately 'heen difappointed in a view be bad of that fort 
wiib Mrs, Howe. Thefe two Brothers generally all 
in concert; and Mr. James Harlowe dreads (and let 
^ne tell you, that he has reafon for it, on my Mr* 
Harlowe's account] that his younger Sifter will be, 
at laft, more benefited than he wifhcs for, by the 
alteration intended. He has already been endeavour- 
lag to found his Uncle Harlowe on this fubjeA; and 
wanted to know whether any new application had beea* 
made to him on his Sifter's part. Mr* Harlowe 
avoided a direct aofwer, and exprefled his wiflies for 
a general Reconciliation, and his hopes that his Niece 
^^re fuaf rUd. This cucikIcu the furious youog man,, 
and he reminded his; Uncle of Engagements they had 
all entered into at his Sifter's going away, not to he re^ 
cenciled hut by general confent, 

Mr. Joha Harlowe complains to me often, of the^ 
vncoDtroulableoefs of his Nephew ; and fays» t^t 
now, that the youog man has not any-body of wbofc 
fuperior fenfe he ftands 10 awe, he obferves not de« 
ceocy in his behaviour to any of them. And. this 
makcftjvy Mr. Harlowe ftill more defirous than ever 
of bringing his younger Niece iuto favour again. . I 
will not fay all I might of this young man's extraor* 
dinary rapacioufneis ; — But one would think, thai^ 
thefi grafping men expe^ to live for ever I . 

* 1 took thd liberty but wiihin thefe two hours, ta 
• propofe to let on foot (and offered my cover to) a 
< correfpondence between my friend 'Cndbis daifQhter* 
^ niice, Bshc ItiU /bmctimea foud\j ca\!^Y^i« %ttA 
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' was fDiftrefs of fo much prudence, I faid, that I was 
' fure ffae could better direA every-thing to its defi- 

* -rable end, than any body elfe could. But he faid, 
' be did not think himfelf entirely ac liberty to take* 

* fuch a fiep at prejent\ and that it was beft that be 
' ihould have ic in his power to fay, occafionally, 

^ that he had not aoy correfpondence vtith her, or' 

* Letteryrow her. 

« You will fee, Sir, from all this, the neceffify of 
( keeping our treaty an abfclute Secret % and if the 

* Lady has mentioned it to her 'tvorthy friend Midi 
^ Howe, I hope it is in confidence' 

. [And noW) Sir, a few lines in anfwer to yours of 
Monday Lafl. 

Mr. Harlowe was very well pleafed wiih your rca- 
dinefs to come into his propofal. Hut as to what you 
bcthdtfiTt, that he.will be prefent at the ceremony, 
he faid> that his nephew watched al) his fteps fo nar 
rowly, that he thcttght it was not pra^icable (if he 
were inclinable) to oblige you : But that he con- 
ffinted with all his heart, that I fhoufd be the pcrfon 
whom he bad flipulated fhould be privately prefent at 
the ceremony on his part.] 

[However, I think, I have an expedient for thisy if 
your Lady continues to be very dtfirous of her Uncle's 
prefence (except he fhould be more determined than 
his anfwer to me fecnud to import; of which I (hall 
acquaint you, and perhaps of mi hat he fays to it, when 
J have the p/ea/ure to fee you in ictvn. But, indeed, I 
think you have no time to Jofe, Mr. Harlowe is im- 
patient to hear that you are aflually oney and I hope. 
I may carry him down word, ^hen I leave you next, 
that Jftw the ceremony performed.] 

[If any obftacle arif'es from the Lady (from Tou it 
cannot) I (hall be tempted to think a little hardly of her 
funm/io.'] 

Mr. Harlowe hopes, Sir, that you will rather take 
pdlns 10 avoidi than to meeX^ \U\%. \'\oVciv\ ^ouo^ man. 
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he has the better opinion of you, let me tell you. 
Sir, from the account I gave him of your moderation 
and politnefs ; neither of which are qualities wiih his 
Nephew. But we have all ofusfimething to amend. 

You cannot imagine how dearly my friend ft ill 
loves this excellent Niece of his — I will give you an 
jo(taoce of it, which afFet^ed mc a good deal — * If 

* once oiore, faid he (rhe laft time but one we were 

• together) I can:but fee this fweet child gracing the 
^ upper-end of my table, as miftrefs of my houfe, in 

* mfattctted month; all the reft of my family prelent 
' but as her guefts ; for (o I formerly luould have it > 

• and had her Mother's confent for it — • There he 
ftopt ; for he was forced to turn his reverend face 
from me. Tears ran down his cheeks. Fain would 
lie have hid them : But he could not — * Yet — yet, 
f (aid he— how— how — * [Poor gentleman, he per- 

* le£tly fobbed]— how fball I be able to bear the firft 

• meeting I* 

I bleis God I am ho hard-hearted man^ Mr. Love* 
Ucc: My eyes Ihewed to my worthy friend, that 
ke had QO reafon to be aihamed of his humanity be- 
fore me* 

I will pot ao end to this lan^ epiftle. Be pleafed ■. 
to make my compliments acceptable to the moft ex* 
ceUent of woman ; as well as believe me to be» 

Dear Sir^^ 
Taurjaithful Friend, and humble fervant^ 

Antony Tuulinson, 

DuriQg the canverfation between me and the wo* 
men^ I had planted myfclf at the farther eqd of the 
apartment we were in^ over againft the door, which 
was opeoy and oppofite. to the Lady's chamber-door, 
vhich was ihut» I fpoke fo low, that it was impoiQ- 
ble for herj at that dillance, to hear what we faid^ . 
and in this iituaton I could fee if her door opened. 

i told the womcQ, that what I \i^& i&tu>^^\k^^v^ 

F 4 'vKt 
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my Spoofe of Lady Betty's comiog to town with her 
Niece Montague, and of their iDtentioo to vifit my' 
Beloved, whom they had never feen, nor fhe them, 
was real \ and that I ezpeAed news of their arrival 
every hour. I then (hewed them copies of the other 
two Letters, which I had left with her\ the one from 
Lady Betty, the other from my Coufin Montague. «-* 
And here thou mayed read them if thou wilt. 

Eternally reproaching* eternally upbraiding me» are 
xny impertinent relations. But they are fond of occa^ 
iions to find fault with me. Their Love; their LovCj 
Jack, and their dependence on my known good hu-* 
mour, are their inducements. 

Tq Robert Lovelacs, Efe^i 

Dear Nephew^ IVedn. Mom. Jung 7. 

T Underftand, that at length all our wifhcs are ao« 
-**' fwered in your happy Marriag^ But I think, we 
might as well have heard of it direflly from you,, as 
from the round about way by which we have been 
made acquainted with it. Mc'hink?, Sir, the potvcf 
and the wi/^ we have to oblige you, fhould not expoft 
us the more to your flights and negligence. My 
Brother had fct his heart upon giving to you the Wife 
we have all fo long wifhcd you to have. But if yod 
were aftually married at the time you made him that 
rcqueO (fuppofwgy perhaps^ that his gout would not let 
kim attend you) n is but \\keyou%, — If your Lndy had 
her reafons to wi(h it to be private while ihe differences 
between her family and (elf continue, you might ne- 
vcrtheltfshave communicated it to us wifh ti}at re« 
fi=r^£tion; and we fhould have forborn the public ma* 
nifeflations of our joy, upon an eveckt we have fo long 
delired. 

The diftant way we have come to know ir, is by 
my Steward} who is acquainted with a friend of 

Captain 
i^Igivt Mt9, MoorraiXd Mift Ki^Wtx^i^Qm xo \iivak dus re« 
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Captain Tomlinfoni td whom that geotlemtn rcYealed 
it: And he« it fcems, had it^rom yourfelf and Lady, 
with fuch circumftances as leave it not to be doubted. 

I atn» indeed, very much dilbbliged with you : So 
is Lady Sarah. Bat I fhall have a very fpeedy oppor- 
tunity to tell you fo in perfon ; being obliged to go to 
town on my old Chancery affair. My Couiln Leefon, 
who is, it feems, removed to Albemarle (Ireet, has 
notice of it. I (hall be at her houfe, where I befpeak 
your attendance on Sunday nighr. I have written to 
my Coufin Charlotte for either her, or her Sifter, to 
meet roe at Reading, and accompany me to town. I 
ihall (lay but a few days ; my bufinefs being matter 
of form only. On my return I fhall pop upon Lord 
M. at M. Hally to fee in what way his laft Fit has lefi»' ' 
him. 

Mean time, having told yon my mind oh your ne--^ 
gligencey I cannot help congratnlating you both oa 
the occafion — Your fair Lady particularly, upon her 
entrance into a family, which is prepared to admire 
and love her. 

My principal intention of writing to you (difpenfing ■ 
with the necefTary punctilio} is^ chat you may acquaint 
my dear new Niecf , that i'will not be denied the ho* 
nour of her company down with me into Oxfordfhire. . 
[ underftand, that your propofed houfe and equipages 
cannot be foon ready* She (hall be with me till ihey 
are. I infift upon ir. This (ball make all up. My 
houfe fhall be her own. My fcrvants and equipages 
her?. 

Lady Sarah, who has not been out of her own houfe 
focmonths, will oblige me with her compaoy for a 
v^eelc, in honour. of f a Niece fo deaily beloved, as £ 
am fure fhe ^ill be. of us ^11. 

Being but in lodgings in town, neither You nor 
four Lady can require much preparaiioos. 

Some time on Monday I hope to attend the dear 
ffMing Lady, to make her my compliments*, and to . 

F 5 v^^w^ - 
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receive Inr apology for your negligence : Which, and 
her going down with me, as tfaid before, (hall be (uU 
fiuitnftion. Mean time God bleft. ber for her coi»- 
rage (Tell her 1 fay fo) : And bleik you both in each 
other; and^cba| willbe happiocfsco us sdl — parrici>- 
larly, to, ^ 

Tfiur truly affeSHonate Aunt^, 

Eliz. Lawr4NCi%. 

7*9 Robert Lovelajcb^ EJqy 

Dear Ccujin^, 
AT, laft, as we under (Vat^d;^ there- U fome. hope of 
^* ypu.^ Now. does my good Lord ru plover his 
bead-roll. o£, proverbs;, of Black Oxeny, IVUd ^ats^ 
Long LhneSf and fo forth. 

Nowy GoufiOy fay. I, is your time comeV andsyou- 
mll.be 00 longer^ Ihope, an^ infidel either, to the 
power or excellepce of theSex. you h^ve. pretended- 
hitfiertQ fo n}uch. to. undervalue;, nor. a rlcUculer or. 
fcoff(*r at an Inftitution which all Sober people reve^ 
rence. and /all rakes, fooncr or latcr^ are.bj^oughc to 
yevcrencc, ,or lOwiih they bad.. 

I want, to fee how you become your filken fetters l 
\V.h«^h^r the charming yoke fits light upon your (boul- 
ders. If, with fuch a fwect. Yoke-fellow it docs.cor^, 
my Lord,, and my SU\er,^as well as I; think, that 
you wiJl dcfcryc ajclofcjr tie about your neck. 

His Lorflbjp is very raui:h difpleafcd,. that you have, 
not written him word of the Day, the Hour, the Manr- 
ner, J^nd. every-thing.. But Ijisk hipi, Hqw he can 
ulrfQify expcA Aoy..mark of deference on; polit&nefs>frbtik 
yju I He flxuft ftay, I.tell him,; till that fign of Re- 
formation, among others, appear, from the iofiuencQ, 
A^d cxaraple, of your Ljdy : .But. that, |f ever you wfill 
be good for any thing, it will be quickly fcen., And,_ 
O Coufin, what a vaft, vaft. Journey have you to 
take from the dreary Lwd of Libjsninlfin^ thro' the. 

bright 
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bright Proviace of Reformation, into the ferene King* 
dom of Happinefs ! — ^Yoa had need to lofe no time. 
You have many a weary ftep co (read, before you can * 
overuke thofe travellers, v^ho fet out for it from a 
lefs remote quarter. But you have a charming Pole- 
ftar to guide you, that's your advantage. I wiih you 
joy of it I. And as I have never yet expe£le4 any highly ^ 
complaffant thing from you, ImaXe nafcrupk to begin 
Jtrji; but it is purely, I-muA tell you, in rcfpedt to 
my new Coiifin ; whofe acceffion into our family we 
mod heartily congratulate and rejoice in. 

I have a letter trom Lady Betty. ■ She commands 
either my attendabce or my Sifter's at Reading, ta- 
proceed with her to town, to Coufin Leefon's. She 
puts Lord M. in hopes, that fhe (hall certainly bring 
down with her our lovely new Relation; for fhe fays, . 
Ae- will. not be denied. . His Lordihip is the willinger 
to let me be the perfon. as I am in a manner wild to- 
fee her ; my' Sifter having twct years ago had that ho« 
Bour at Sir Robert BidJulphV So get ready to accom*' 
pany us Jo our return^ except your* Lady has ob- 
j'jflions ftrong enough to fatisfy us all. :Lady Sarah 
lOQgs >to fee her; and fays^ This acceiSon to the fa- 
mily will fuppiy to it thelois of her beloved Daughter. . 

I (hall foon, I hope, pay my compliments to the 
dear Lady in perlbn : Sa\havc nothing to add^ but 
that I kill 

Tcur. old mad Playfellow and Coufin^ 
^ Charlott* Mo:«tagu£. 

The women having read the copies of thcfc two 
Letters, I thought that I might then threaten and 
fwaggcr — * But very little heart have I.faid I, to k\\^ 

* courage fuch a vifit from Lady Betty and Mifs Mon- 

* tague to my Spoufe; For atterall, I am tired ouc 

* with her ftrangc ways* She is not what (he was^ . 

* and (is L told her in your hearing, Ladies) I will .-. 

* iea^rc. this plaguy iHand, the* the .pU(;c of uxy buihv * 

F .6 . ^ •♦xA- 
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* and'tho*' (be flake I have in it is very confidcrablc ; 
^ and go aod rcfide 10 France or Italy, and never think 
' of myfelf as a macried maoj n^r live like one.** 

O dearf faid one. 

That woi Id be a &d thing I faid the other. 

Nay, Madam [tnrnbg to Mrs. Moore} — Indeed,. 
Madam [to Mifs Rawlms} — I am quite deiperate. I 
can no longer bear fuck uiage. 1 have bad the good 
fortune to be favoured by the fmiles of very fine La« 
dief, tho' I fay it [and I looked modeft] bcMh abroad 
and at home*— T'i&cu knoweft this ta be true^ Jaek'jm 
With regard to tsy Spoufe here, I had* but one hope 
left (for as. to the Reconciliation with her firiends, I 
fcorn them all too much to value thati but for her 
iake) ;. and that war, that if it pleafed God to blefs u$ 
vrith children,, (he might entirely recover her ufual 
Serenity;, and wa might then be happy. But the Re* 
conciliation her heart was fo. much ftt upon^ is- now^ 
as I hinted before, entirely hopelcfs — Made fo^ by 
this rafli ftep of hers,^ and t)y the raiher temper (he is 
in; fincc (as you will believe) her Bio htr and Sifter^ 
^hen they come to know it, will m<ke a fine haiidU 
of it agaiuft us both j — affcAing, as they do at pre- 
(cnf, to difbelievc our Marriage — and the dear crea- 
tuix herfelf too ready to countenance fuch a diibelief 
•—as nothing more than the Ceremony — -as nothmg more 
-^h^m!, — as noihing more than the Ceremony — 

Here, as ihou wilt perceive,, I was bafhful; for Mifs 
Rawh*ns,,by htr preparaiory pntnncis, put me in mind 
that it was proper to i^efo — 

I turned half round; then facing the Fan-player^ 
and the Miiiron — You yourjches^ Ladies, knew not 
what to believe till Noiv^ that I have told you our Sto- 
ry : Aod I: do alltre you, that I (hall not give myfcir 
the fame tioublc to convince people I haie : People 
for whom I neither expcft nor defire any favour; 
and who are detei mined not to be convinced. And what, 
jicay, muH.bc.thc illie, when her Uncle's friend comes>. 
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akho* he feems to be a trulj worthy man? Is it not na* 
tural for bim co fay,. ' To wbat purpofe, Mr. Love- 

* lace, fliould I endeavour to briog about a Reconci* 

* Ixation between Mrs. Lovelace and her friends, by 
< means of her elder Uncle^ when a good underftand- 

* iog is warning between yourfdvesT' — A £sir infler- 
ence, Mrs. Moore i— A fair info-ence, Mifs Raw* 
lins 1— And faer« is the unhappinefs-^Till ihe is re- 
conciled to then)^ this curfed oatby in her notion, is 
binding. 

The women feened moved ; for I fpoke with great 
earncftnefs, tho' low — And befides, they love to hav& 
their Sex, and its favours, appear of importance tons.. 
They ihook their deep heads at each other, and looked 
{orrowful : And (his moved my tender heart too. 

'TIs an unheard-of cafe. Ladies — Had (he not pre- 
ferred me to all mankind — There I (lopped <— And. 
that, refumed I» feeling for my handkerchief^ is what 
ftaggered Captain Tomlinfon, when he heard of her 
flight ; who^ the lafi time he faw us together, faw. the 
moil aflfe£tionate couple on earth! — The moft af- 
feflionate couple on earth!— in the accent- grievous^: 
repeated I. ' 

Out then Ipulkd my handkerchief, and putting it 
to my eyes, arofe, and walked to the windoir — ^Ic 
makes me weaker than a woman ?-^Did I not love 
her, as never inan loved his niife QL have no doubt 
bni I do, Jack3 — 

There again I ftopt; and refuming*«-Charmii>g 
creature, as you fee ihe is, I wi(h I bad never behckt 
her face I— Excufe me> Ladies }, traveriiog th« room. 
And having rubbed my eyes till I fupppfed^them red, 
I. turned to the women; and, pulling out my Letter- 
cafe, 1 will flicw you one Letter — Here it is — Read 
it, Mifs RawliLSi if you pleafe — It will confirm' to 
you, 1 aw much all my family are prepared to admire, 
her. I am freely treated in it; — fo I am in the two 
others : But after what I have told jout nothing needt 
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She cook ir, with an air of eager curiofity, and 
looked at the feali oftentaticmfly corooeted ; aad at 
the fdperfcrlption, reading our, To Robert Lovelace^ 
Bjq^-^hj Madam. — A7, Mifs, that's mf name 
[;giving myfelf an air» tho' I had told it to them before J 
I am not afhamecl of it. My Wife's maiden-name — 
Unmarried name, I (hould rather fay — fool that 1 
am!— -and I rubbed my cheek for vexation [Fool 
cfiough in confcience, Jackl] was Harlowe — Ciarifla 
Harlowe — You hear me call her My Clarijfa. — 

I did-^but thought it to be a feigned or Love-name> 
faid Mifs Rawlins. 

I wonder what is Mifs Rawlins's Love-name« Jack*. 
Moft of the fair Romancers have in their early wo- 
manhood chofen Love-names. No parfon ever gave - 
ihore real names, than I have given fiSfitious ones.' 
And to very good porpofe: Many a Tweet dear has^ 
anfwered me a Letter for the fake of owning a namo: 
which her Godmother never gave her. 

No— It was her real name, I faid. 

I bid rher read out the whole Letter. If the fpclling'- 
he not exaA, Mr^s Rawlins, faid I, you will excufe 
it ; the writer, is a Lord* . But perhaps, I may not 
fhew it to my Spoufc ; for if thofel'^havi left with 
her have no effeA vpon her, neither will this : And I 
ihall not care to cxpofe my Lord M. to h«r fcorn,- 
indeed I begin to be quite carelefs of >conreqqences. 

. Mifs Rawlins, who could not but be pleafed with* 
diis Aarktof my confidjence,* lookied as if (he pitied ; 

Aad here thou mayeft read theL^tter^ No. III. .. 

TVRODERT.LONaLACE, E/q', 

Coufin Lovelace f M. Hal/y IVedn. June 7. 

Tx'Think you might have found time to let us know 
•*'• of, your nuptials beingaftually folemnizcd. I might. 
havcexpcAcd this piece of civility from you. But per- • 
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haps the Ceremony was performed at the very time 
that you aflced me to. be your Lady's Father — But I 
(hall be angry if I proceed io my guefles — And litth 
[aid isfoon amendedi 

But I can tell you» that Lady Betty Lawrance, 
whatever Lady Sarah does, will not fo foon forgive 
you, as I have done. ITomen rejent flights hnger than 
mn. Tou that know fo much of the Sex (I fpeak it 
not however to your praife) might have known That. 
But never was you before acquainted with a Lady of 
fuch an amiable character. I hope there will be but 
one Soul between you.i J have before now faid, that 
t will difinherit you, and fettle all I can upon her, if 
you prove not a good hufoand to her. 

May this marriage be crowned with a great many 
fine Boys (I defire no Girls) to build up again a family » 
ib ancient! The firftBoy (hall take my lurname^ by 
A&, of parliament. That is in my Will. 

'Lady Betty and Niece Charlote will be in town* 
abou^ bi^Qcfe before you know Vf here you are. They 
k>og to pay their compliments to your fair Bride. I 
Aippofe yoii will hardly be at the Lawn when they get 
to towfi i becaufe Greme informs me> yov have fent 
DO orders there for your Lady's accommodattoa. 

Pritchard has all things in readinefsfor figning. I 
will rake no advaniage of* you Slights. Indeed I* am-: 
too much ufcd to them-— More praife to my patience^- 
than to- your complaifance, however. 

Oi^e reafen for Lady Betty's going upr as Imayi^ 
tell you under the rofe^ is , to buy foine fuitable Pre- 
fents for Lady Sarah and all of us to make on this, 
agreeable occafion. 

We would^bave^blaasd it .away,, could we have had 
timdy notice, ^and thought it would have been agree- 
able to all round. The likeoccafions don*t happen every- 
dcty. ' 

AJy moft aScAioDate- compHmcotSidad congratula^ 
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tioai my 10 nevr Niece, conclude ine» for the prefenr, 
in violent pains, that with all jour beroicalnefs would 
make fou mad. 

Your truly affeElionate Undc^ 

M. 

Thir Letter clenched the nail. Not but that. Miff 
ftawlins fai<l» (he faw I had been a wild gentleman y 
and» trulft.ihe thought fo». the moment (he beheld me, 

Thef begaOi to intercede -for my Spoufe (fo nicely 
had I turned the tables) ; and that I would not go 
abroad^ and difappoint a Reconciliation fo mucb 
wifhed for on one fide, and fuc)i defirable profpcAft 
on the other in my own fomily. 

Who knowsj thought I to myfelf, but more may 
come of this plot, than I had even promifed myfelf ? 
What a happy man (hall I be^ if thefe women can bt 
brought to join to carry my Marriage into confum^- 
mation ! 

Ladies, you are exceeding good to us both. I (hould 
have fome hopes^ if my unhappily-nice Spoufe could 
be brought to difpenfe with the unnatural oath (be has 
laid me under* You fee what my cafe is. Do you 
think I may not infift upon her abfoiving me from this 
^atbominable oath? Will you be fo good, as to give 
your advice^ that one apartment may ferve for a Man 
and his Wife at the hour of retirement ? — Modedly 
put, Belford ! — And let me here obferve, that few 
Rakes would find a language fo decent, as to engage 
modeft women to talk with him is> upon fuch fub« 

They both fimpered, and looked upon one another* 
Thefe fubjeCb always make women funper^ at leafh 
No need but of the moft delicate hints to them, A man 
who is grofs in a woman's company, ought to be 
knocked down with a club: For^ like fo many mu'^ 
ficai inflruments, touch but a iingle wire, and the. 
dear Souls are fenCble ail over* 

Toi: 
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To be Aire, Mifs Rawlins learnedly raid* playing 
with her fan» a Cafuift would gi^e it, that the matri- 
monial vowooglit 10 fuperfede any other obligation. 

Mrs, Moore, for her part, was of opinion, thatt 
if the Lady owned berfelf to be a Wife, (he ought to 
behave Hki one. 

Whatever be my luck, thought I, with this^ a//* 
gytd Fair*ooe, any other woman in the world, firom^ 
fifteen ro five and twenty, wouldr be mine upon mj: 
own terms before the morning. 

And now, that I may. be at Hind'ta take all advan* 
tages^ I will endeavour^ faid I to myfelf^ to make 
fure of good quarters. 

I am youc Lodger, Mrs. Moore, in Trirtue of the 
Earned I have given you for thcfe apartments, aodfot 
any oneyoacao fpase above for my fervaots : Indeed 
for all you have to fpsr.e-^for who knows what my 
Sp!Ouft*& Brother may attempt ? I will pay you your. 
owa demand; and that for a month or twacertaia* 
(Board included) as I (hall or (hall not be your hin^ 
drance** Take that as a pledge; or in part of^ paymcoft 
r^OSAx\na \\*t a fhirty pound Back Ivoie* 

She declined taking, ic^: defii*ing (he might ceaAiltf 
the Lady firftj adding, that fhe doubted not my Ho- 
zkour; and that ibe would not let her apiar^menis*to 
any other perfon, whom (he knew sot (omething'of^ 
while 1 and the Lady were hert. 

The Lady! The Lady! from bbth the womtn» 
mouthr continually (which fliH implied a doubt ia 
their hcaits); And. not T(,ur Spou/jf,. and Twr Latfy^ 
Sir. 

I never met with fuch women, thought I:-^Sa 
dioroughly coirvinced but this moment, yet already^ 
doubting —I am afraid I have a- couple of Sceptics tc^ 
deal with. 

I knew no.reafon, I faid^ for my Wife to object to 
myt lodging in the fame houfe with her here, any iii^ore 
than in towj», at Mrt, Sinclair's. Bui artist ^t \!^ISl7^ML 
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fnch ofajcAioOi I would not quit pofl&ffioti; iince ic 
was not unlikely, that the fame freaki(b diforder 
which brought her to Hamftead, might carry her ab- 
folutcly out of my knowledge. 

They both feemed embarrafied ; and looked upon 
one another ; yet with fuch an air» as if they thought 
there was reafon in what I faid. And I declared my- 
ftlf her Boarder, as well as Lodger \ and, dinner*time 
approachiogv was not denied to be the former. 

LETTER II^ 

Hr LOVILACB, 7b Jo^N BsLffORDy t^ 

I Thought it was now high tim^ to turn my whole 
mind to my Beloved ; who had had full leifore to 
weigh the contents of the Letters I had left with hen 

I therefore reqnefted. A^rs. Moore to ftep in^ and 
defire to know^ whether ihe would be pleafed to ad* 
mit me to attend her in her apartment, on occafion of 
the Letters I had left with her ; or whether (he would 
faTour me with her company in the Dioing-room ? 

Mrs. Moore defired Mifs Rawlins \o accompany hec 
lb to the Lady» They tapped at her doori and were 
both admitted. 

I cannot but ftop here for one minute, to remark, 
tho' againft myfdf,iipoo that Security which Innocence 
gives, that neverthelets dad better have in it a greater 
mixture of the Serpent with the Dove. For here, 
heedlefs of all I could fay behind her balk, becaofe (he 
was fatisfied with her own worthioefs, ihe permitted 
me to go on with my own Story, without interruption, 
to perfons as great Grangers to her as to me ; and who, 
as ftrangers to hotb^ might be fuppofed to lean to the 
fide mofl: injured: And that, as I managed it, was to 
mine. A dear iilly Soul, thought Ij at the time, to. 
depend upon the goodnefs of her own heart, when th^ 
hear; cannot be feen into but by its actions \ and (he 
1:0 ^ppcarsLQQc^ a Rpnaway, an Eloper, from a tender^ 
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a moft indulgent Hufband I — To negle6l to cultivate 
the opioion of individuals^ when the whole world is 
governed by appearance i 

Yttf what can be expeAed of an angel under Twen- 
ty? She has a world of knqwledge; knowledgc;,/^^^/- 
lative^ as I may fay ; but no E^eperience! How fliould 
fhe I — Knonf ledge by theoiy only is a vague uncertain 
light: A Win o* the Wifp, which as citen mifleads 
the doubting mindi as puts U right* 

There are many things in the world| could- 1 ido« 
ralizer fay, that would afibrd ioexpreffible pleaftireta 
a refie£ting mincjlj were it not for the inilture they 
come CO us withi. To be graver ftill ; I have feen Fk« 
rents [Perhaps my own did foj, who delighted in thofe 
very qualities in their children, while young, the Da« 
rural confequences of which (cob much indulged and 
encouraged) made them, as they grew up^ the plague 
of their hearts-— To bring this home to my prefeni pur- 
pofe^ I mud tell thee, that I adore this charmhig crea- 
ture, for her vigilant prudence; but yet I would DOt» 
methinks, wifh her, by virtue of that prudence, wfakh 
is, however, nccefiary to cirry ixcr afaoTc th« divUcz 
of all thct reft of the world, to be too wife for mine. 

My Revenge, my ftvorn Revenge, is nererthelcfs 
(adore her as 1 ivili) uppcrmoft in my heart. — Mifs 
Howe fays, that my Love is an Htmhan Love {a) i 
By Qiy Soul^ that Girl's a Witch I I am balf-forry to 
fay, that J find a pUaJure in playing the Tyrant aver 
what J love. Call it an ungenerous pleafure, if thou 
wilt : Softer hearts thap mine know it. The women 
to a woman know it, TmAJhevj it too, whenever they 
are trufted with power. And why flbould it be thought 
ftrange, that I, who love them fo dearly, and ftudy 
them fo^much, Ihould catch the infcAion of them ? 

(*)Set p.4*t 'S' 
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LETTER X. 

Mr. LovELAce, To John Belforp, Efq\ 

T Will DOW give thee the fubdance of the dialof^e 
^ that pafled between the two womeu and the Ladj. 

Wonder nor, that a pcrverfe Wife makes a liftening 
Hufbaod. The event, however, as thou wilt fiod> 
juftified the old obfervation. That liftenen fiidom hear 
gfiod rf themftlvti* Cot^Tcious of their own demerits, 
jf I may guefs by myfelf ^here's iogenuoufnefi, 
ifick !1 and fearful of cenfure, they feldom find them- 
fittvcs difappointed* There b f6aiethiog.of ienfe, after 
all^ in thefe proverbtt in the/e phrafes, in this wfixm. 
tf nations. 

Mrs. Moore was to be the meffenger; but Mifs 
IRawlias began the dialogue* 

Tour SpousBj, Madam^ [Devil! — Only to fi(h for 
a.ncgattve or affirmative declaration}. 

a. My Spouji^ Madam— 

Mifs IL Mr. Lovelace, Madam, avers, that yoit 
are married to h*«v \ SLXid begi; ^i'lVMirtcty or your 
company in the Dming-room, to talk upon the fab* 
jcfl of the Letters he left with you. 

Ci. He is a poor wicked wretch. Let me beg of 
jou^ Madam, to favour me with your company as 
often as poi&ble while he is hereabouts, and 1 remaia 
here. 

Mifs R. I (hall with pleafure attend you, Madam. 
But, methinks, I could wifh you would fer the gen- 
tleman, and hear what he hiS to fay, on the fubje£t 
of the Letters. 

CL My cafe is a hard, a very hard one — I am quite 
bewildered ! — I know not what to do! — I have not a^ 
fiiend in the world, that can or will Uelp me! — Yet 
had none iut friends till I knew thiit man ! 

Mifs R. The gentleman neither looks nor talks like 
a bad man* — Not a very bad man ; as men go. 



Iet.io. ' Clarifla Harlowe. 117 

As men go ! — ^Poor Mifs Rawlios, thought I !— And 
iotk thou know, hiw titen go ? 

a. O Madam, you know him not !— He can put 
on the appearance of an angel of light ; but has a 
black* a very black heart ! — 

Poor I !— 

Mi/i /?• I could not have thought it^ truly! — But 
men are very decetcful now»a-diiys ? 

N(/w adays! — A fool! — Have not her hiftory* 
books told her, that they were always (o ? 

Mrs. Moore^ fighing, I have found a fo, I am furr^ 
to my coft ! — 

Who knows but in her time poor goody Moore 
may have met with a Lovelace, or a Beiford, or fome 
fuch vile fellow I — My lictle hare-um-fcare-um Beauty 
Icoows not what ftrange hiftories every woman liviDg, 
Vho has had the lead independence of will, could tdl 
her, were fuch to be as communicative as flie is<— But 
here's the thing ; — I have given her caufe enough of 
offence ; but not enough to make her hold her tbogue. 

CI. As to the Letters he has left with me, I know 
not what to fay to them : — But am refolved never to 
have any-thing to fay to him. 

JUi/s R. If, Madam, I may be allowed to fay fo, 
I chink you carry matters very far. 

C/. Has he been making a bad caufe a good one with 
you. Madam ? — Thai he can do with thofe who know 
him not. Indeed I heard him talking, tho' not whit 
-hefaid, and am indiiferent about it. Bat what ac- 
count does he give of himfelf ? 

I was pleafed to hear this. To arreft, to flop her 
paffioOf thought I, in the height of its eareer, is a 
charming prelage. 

Then the bufy Mifs Rawlins £flied on, to find out 
from her either a confirmation or di/avowa/ of my Story* 
Was Lord M. my Uncle ? Did I court her at firft 
with the allowance of her friends, her Btotlxtt rk« 
cepted ? Had I a rencounter with iVux l&TO\\itt \ ^N^'^ 
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(he fo perfecuted in favour of a very d'lfagreable maD, 
one Solmcsi as to induce her to throw herfelf into tnjr 
proie£V]bn ? 

None of thefe were denied. All the obje£lions (be 
iould have made, were (lifled, or kept in, bythecon- 
fideration (a^ (he mentioned) that (he (hould (lay 
there but a little while ; and that her (lory was too 
long. But Mifs Rawlings would not be thus eafity 
anfwered 

Mifs R* He ftyt, Madam, that he could not pre- 
vail tor Marriage, till he had confented, under a 
folemn oath, to feparate Beds, while your family re- 
mained unreconciled. 

CI. O the wretch! What can be ftill in bis headi 
to endeavour to pafs thefe ftories upon ftrangers? 

So no direA denial, thought I ! — Admirable -—Ail 
will doby-and by I 

Mifs R. He has owned, that an accidental Fire 
had frightened you very much on Wcdnefday night — 
And that — And thai — And that — an accidental Fire 
had frightened you —Very much frightened you — laft 
Wcdneiday night ! — 

Then, after a Qxort paufc — In (hort, He owned, 
That he had taken ibme innocent libenics, which might 
have led to a breach of ifac oath you had impofcd upon 
him : And that this was the caufc of your difpleafurc. 

1 would have been glad to fee how my Charmer 
then looked. — To be fure (he was at a lofs in her own 
mind to juftify herfelf for refeniing fo highly an offence 
io trifling. — She hefitated — I)id not preiently fpeak — 
When (he did, (lie wiihed, That (he, Mifs Rawlings, 
might never meet with any man who would take iuch 
innocent liberties with her, 

Mifs Rawlings puflied further. 

Your cafe, to be fure, Madam, is very particular. 

But if the hope of a Reconciliation with your own 

friends is made more diflant by your leaving him, give 

njc leave to fay, Thai Ms pu^— \\s ^\i^ — [I fuppofc 
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the maiden then primm'd, fann'd, and blufh*d ;— 'cis 
pity^ the oath cannot be difpenfed with, efpeciallj as 
he owns he has not been fo ftriA'a liver.— 

I could have gone in and kifled the girU 

CL Tou have heard hh Story. Mine, as I told 
you before, is too long, and too melancholy ; my 
diforder on f(feing the wretch is too great; and my tinie 
here is too (hort, for me to enter upon it. And if he 
has any end to fer-ve by his own vindication^ in which 
I (hall hot he ^Lperjonai fuffcrer, let him make himfelf 
appear as white as an angel ; with all my heart. 

My Love for her, and the excellent charader I 
gave heri were then pleaded. 

C/. Specious feducer! — Only tell me, if I cannot 
get away from him by fome back-way \ 

How my heart then went piUa^pat I to ipeak in 
the female dialeA. 

CI.Xak me look out — [I heard the'Saih lifted up^ 
Whither does that path lead ? Is there ho poffibility 
of getting to a coach ?-r-Surelyi he muA deal with 
fome fiend, or how could he have found me but ?^— 
Cannot I/leal to fome neighbouring houfe^ where I 
may be concealed till I can get quite away .'-—Tou 
are good people !— I have not been always among 
fuch!— >0 help me, help me, Ladies, [with a voice 
of impatience^ or I am ruined ! 

Then paufi^ng. Is that the way to Hendon? [point- 
ing, I fuppofe]— -Is'Hendon a private place ? — The 
Hamftead coach, I -am told, will carry paflengers 
thither. ^ 

Mrs. Moore. I have an honeft frfend at Mill-hill 
[Devil fetch her, thought II] where, if fuch be your 
determination, Madam » and if you think ^ourfelf in 
danger, you may be fafe, I believe. 

Ci. Any whither, if I can but efcape from this man I 
Whither does that path lead, out yonder ? — What 
is that town on the right-hand called ? 

Mrs. M. Higbgate, Madam. 
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Alifi R. On the fide of the Heath is a little village 
called North-end. A kinfffronaan of cnioe lives there* 
But her houfe is fcnalh I am not fure fhe coald ac- 
commodate fuch a Lady. 

Devil take her too^ thought I ! — I imagined, that I 
had made myfelf a better intcreft in thcfe women. B«it 
the whole Sex love plotting — And plotters too. Jack. 

CL A barn, an out-houlCi a garret, will be a palace 
to me, if it will but afford me a refuge fronx tkis 
than/ 

Her fenfes, thought I, are much livelier than mine. 
What a devil have I done, that (he fhould be fo very 
implacable !— I told thee, Belfbrd» All I did: Was 
there any thing in it fo very much amifs ?-^iich prb- 
fpc£ls of Family •reconciliation before her roo!«— To 
be fure^he is a vtry/enfible Lady !— 

She then efpied my new f^rvant walking under the 
window, and asked. If he were not Oiie of mioe?—- 

Will, was on the look-out for old Grimes [So is the 
fellow called whom my Beloved has difpatchcd toMifs 
Howe]. And being told that the man {he faw toas 
my fcrvant ; I fee, faid (he, (hat there is no efcaping', 
unlefs you, Madam [to Miis Rawlins, I fuppofe] caa 
befriend me till I can get farther. I have no doubt 
that that fellow is planted about the houie to watch 
my Aeps. But the wicked wretch hi§ mafler has no 
right to controid tne. He fhall not hinder me from go- 
ing whither 1 pleafe. I will raiic the town upon him, 
if he nioleds me. Dear Ladies, is there no back-door 
for me to get out at while you hold him in talk ? 

Mifs R. Give me leave to ask you. Madam, Is 
there no room to hope for accommodation ? Had you 
not better fee him ? He certainly loves you dearly : 
He is a fine gentleman : You may exafperate him» 
and make matters more unhappy for yourfelf. 

CI, O Mrs. Moore, O Mifs Rawlins ! you know 
not the man ! — I wifh not to fee his face, nor to ex- 
change another word wuh Uim a^ lonj as I live. 
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Mrs, Moore. I don't find, Mifs Rawlms^ that the 
Yentlea^n has mifrcprcfcntcd any -thing. You fee. 
Madam [to my ClariflTa] how refpe^lfal he is \ not to 
come in till permitted. He certainly loves you dearly. 
Pray, Madam, let him talk to you, as he wilhes to 
do, on the fubjeft of the Letters. 

Very kind of Mrs, Moore ! Mrs. Moore, thought 
ly is a very good woman. I did not curfe her then, 

Mifs Rawlins faid fomething ; but fo low, that I 
could not hear what it was. Thus it was anfwered. 

CL I am greatly'diftreflTcd ! I know not what to do ! 
— But, Mrs. Moore, be fo good as to give his Letters 
to hitn — Here they are. — Be pleafed to tell him, That 
I wiQi him and Lady Betty and Mifs. Montague a happy 
meeting. He never can want cxcufes to them for what 
has happened, any more than pretences to thofe he 
would' delude. Tell him. That he ha^ ruined me in 
the opinioD of my own friends. I am for that realba 
the lefs IblicitODS how I appear to his. 

Mrs. Moore then came to me ; and I, being afraid 
that fomething would pafs mean time between the 
other two which I fhould not like, took the Letters, 
and entered the room, and found them retired into 
the clofet ; my Beloved whifpering with an air of 
carneftncfs to Mifs Rawlins, who was all attention. 

Her Back was towards me \ and Mifs Rawlins, by 
pulling her fleeve, giving intimation of my being there. 
Can I have no retirement uninvaded, Sir, faid fhe, with 
indignantion, as if Ihe were interruptedin fome calk her 
heart was in > — What buSnefs have you here, or with 
me ? — You have your Letters ; have you not ? 

LoveL I have, my dear ; and let me b.'g of you to 
confider what you are about. I. every moment expeA 
Captain Tomlinibn here. Upon my Soul, I do. He 
has promifed to ktijp from your Uncle what has hap- 
pened: But what will he think if he find you hold in 
this ftrange humour ?' 

CL I will endeavour. Sir, to l\a\t ^^U^Yi^^ ^vOa 
Vol, V. G ^o>a. 
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you for a moment or two, wbile 1 aflc you a few que- 
itions "before this Lady, and before Mrs. Moore [who 
juft then came in] both of whom you have prejudiced 
in your favour by your fpecbus -Stories: — Will you 
fay, Sir, that we are married together? Lay your 
hand upon your hearty and anfwer me, Am I your 
wedded Wife ? 

I am gone too far^ thought I, to give up for fuch a 
pulh as this, home one as it is. 

My dearcft Sool I how can jou^pot fuch a.queftion i 
Is it either for your honour or niy ow^f that it fliould 
be doubted? — Surely^ furely, MadanQ(« you cannot. 
Vi'ijic attended to the contents of Captain Tonlinfon^s 
Letter. 

She complained often of want of fpirits throughout 

.'^our whole contention, and of weakncis of perfon and 

»mind, firom the fits {he had be(l|^ thrown into: Bat 

little reafon had Jhe for this complaint, as I though^ 

^ho was able to hold me to it, as (he did. I own that 

I. was excefiiTely ^concerned for her feveral times* 

.You And I ! Vlleft of men. — 

My name is Lovelace, Madam— 

Therefore it is, that I call you the vileft cf men 
[Was this pardonable, Jack ?] — Tcu and I know the 
truth, the xvhole truth — I want not to clear up my 
reputation with thefe gendewomen :— That is already 
loft with every one I had mofl reafon to value : But 
let me have this new fpecimen of what you are capa- 
ble of — Say, wretch (fay, Lovelace, if thou hadft 
rather) Art ihou really and truly my wedded Huf- 
band ? — Say ? anfwer without hefitaiion. 

She trembled with impatient indignation ; but had a 
Vilac.efs in her manjoer, which I took fome advantage 
<)f, in ordcrto parry this curfed thruft. And a curfed 
thruft H was 5 fince, had I pofitively averred it, flie 
never would have believed any thing I faid : And bad 
t owned that I was not married, I had deftroyed my 
<^^vn plot, as well with the ^womcn as with her; and 

could 
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coald have po pretence for purfuing her, or hindering 
her from goiog whitherfoever fhe pleafed. Not tbac 
I was aOiamed to aver it, bad it been confident with 
policy. I would not have thee think me fuch a milk- 
fop neither. 

Lovel. My deareft Love, how wildly j6\x talk ! 
What would you have me anfwer? Is it ncceflary that 
I (hould anfwer ? May I not re-appeal this to your 
own Bready as well as to Captain Tomlinfon's Treaty 
and Letter ? Ton know yourfelf how matters ftand 
between us.-^And Captain Tomlinfon — 

CI, O wretch ! Is this an anfiv^er to my queftlon ? 
Say, Are we married, or are we not I 

hyveL What makes a Marriage, we all know. If 
it be the union of two hearts ^There was a turn. 
Jack 13 to my utmoft grief^ t muft fay we are not f 
fince now t fee you hate me. If ic be the Comple- 
tion of Marriajge, to my confufion and regret, I mud: 
own we are not. Bur, my dear, will you be pleafed 
to confider what anfwer half a docen people whence 
you came, could give to your queftion^ And do not 
now, in the it/order of your mina^ and in the height of 
pai&on, bring into queftion before tliefe gentlewomen 
a |x>int you have acknowledged before tht}fe who 
know us better. 

I would have whifpered her about the Treaty with 
her Uncle, and about the contents of the Captain's 
Letter 5 bur, retreating, and with a rejecting hand. 
Keep thy diftance^ man, cried rhe dear infoleint^^— To 
thine own heart I appeal, iince thoU evadeft me thus 
pitifully ! — I own no Marriage with thee I— 'Bear wit- 
nefs. Ladies, I do not. And ceafe to torment me^ 
ccaic to follow me. — Surely, lurely, faulty as 1 have 
been, I have not deferved to be tfnis .perlifcoted t-^I 
refume, therefoie, my former language: You have 
no right to purfue me*: You kn^w you have not i Be^ 
gone, then, and leave me to make the bcfft of taj 
€ard lot. O miy dear cruel l^atherAliVi iki<t| va^^^^ 



124 ^^^ History of Vol. 5. 

lent fit of grief [firiliog upon her knees, and clafping 
her uplifted hands together] thy heavy curfc is com- 
pleted upon thy devoted Daughter ! I am pumjbedj 
dreadfully puniflicd, by the very ivretch in whom 1 had 
f laced my wicked confidence! 

By my Soul, Belford, the little witch with her 
words, but more by her manner, moved me / Won- 
der not then, that her aAloo, her grief, her tears, fet 
the women into the like compafEonate manifeftations. 

.Had I not a curfed talk of it? 

The two women withdrew to the further end of the 
room, and whifpered, A (Irange cafe ! There is no 
phrenfy here — I juft heard faid. 

The charming creature threw her handkerchief 
over her head and neck, condnuing kneeling, her 
back towards me, and her face hid upon a chair, and 
repeatedly fobbed with grief and paffion. 

I took this opportunity to flep to the women, to 
I:eep them fteady. 

loti fee, Ladies [whifpering] what an unhappy 
man I am ! You fee what a fpirit this dear creature 
has! — All, all owing to her implacable Relations, and 
to her Fa'her's Curie. — A curfc upon them all! they 
have turned the head of the moft charming woman 
in the world ! 

Ah I Sir, Sir, replied Mifs Rawlins, whatever be 
the fault of her Relations, all is not as it fhould be 
between you and hen 'Tis plain fhe docs not think 
herfelfc married : 'Tis plain {he does not : And if you 
have any value for the poor Lady, and would not 
totally deprive her of her fcnfcs, you had better with- 
draw, and leave to time and cooler confideration the 
event in your favour. 

She will compel me to this at laft, I fear, Mifs 
Rawlins; l/ear fhe will; and then we are both un- 
done : For I cannot live whhout her ; fhe knows it 
too well : And (he has not a friend who will look 
upon her; This' a\fo ftvc kno^^. Out Marriage, 
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when her Uncle's friend comes, will be proved incon- 
tedably. But 1 am alhamed to think I have given her 
room to believe it no Marriage : That's what Hie 
harps upon ! 

Well, 'tis a ftrange cafe, a very ftrange one, faid 
SAifs Rawlins^ and was going to fay further, when 
the angry Beautyi coming towards the doo^, faid, 
Mrs. Moore» I beg a word with you. ^ And they both 
fiepped into the dining-room. 

I fawher juft before, put a parcel into her pocket ; 
and followed them out, for fear (he fliould flip away ; 
and fteppiog to the flairs, that (he might not go By me. 
Will, cried I- aloud [tho* I knew he was not near] 
•—Pray, child, to a maid^ who anfwered, call either of 
my fervantt to me. 

She then came iipto axe,- wiih a wrathful count«- 
nabce : Do you call your fervant, Sir, to hiuder me, 
bec«ieen you, from.gojiig whither I plfeafe ? 

Doo'fy my deareft life, mifinterprec e very-thing I 
do* CaiQ you thbk me (6 mean and fo unworthy as 
to employ a fervant to conftrain you i-*I call him to 
. icndio tbe-pobltc-rhoufes, or inns in this town^ to in- 
quire ;afterCaptiliaTomUnibn9 who may have alighted 
at fome one of them, aod be now, jicrhaps, needlefsly 
adjoftiag hisfdrefs; and.! WouU have him come, were 
he to be without clothes. God forgive me ! for I am 
fiabbcd CO ihe heart by your cruelty. 

Aafwer was returned, that ocither of my fervants 
was JO the way. 

Not in the way, faid 11— Whither can the dogs be 
gone ? 

O Sir ! with a fcornful air ; Not far, I'll warrant. 
One of them was under the window- jdft now ^ ac- 
cording to order, I iuppofe, to watch my fteps — But 
I will do what I plcafc, and go whither I pleafe ; and 
that to your ibce. 

God forbid, that I fhould hinder you in any-thing 
that you may do with lafety to.yQ>^vfe\&\ 

G 3 ' 'S^^'^ 
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Now I verily bclicTc, that her defign was to flip 
out, in puiTuanee of the clofec-whifpcring between' her 
•ind Mil's Rawlins ; perhaps to M»(s Rawlins's boufe. 

She then flcpt back to Mrs. Moore, and gate her 
fomething,. which proved to be a diamond ringi and 
defired her [not wbifperinglv^ but with an air of dcfi- 
:ince to mej that That might be a pledge for her, till 
llie defrayed her demands \ which ihe fhould fooofiod 
means to do ; having no more money about her than 
ilieinight have occafion for before (he came toao ac- 
quamtance's. 

Mrs. Moore would have declined taking it ^ bat Ae 
would not be denied; and then, wiping her eyes, (he 
put OB her. gloves — Nobody has a right to (lop mfi 
faid (he !<^I -will go !— Whom (hould t be afraid of? 
—Her very qucfiion, chaKning creature I tcftiffbg 
her fear. 

I beg pardon. Madam [turniiig to. Mrt.. MtXMV, 
and courtcfying] for the trouble I have given you. — 
I beg pardon, Madamt to Mifs Rawlins [counefying 
likewife to her]*- You may both hear of me in a 
happier hour^ if fuch a one fall to my lot*— And God 
blcfs you both ! — ftruggling with her tears till flie 
fobbed — and away was tripping. 

I Oepped to the door : 1 put it to ; and fr tting my 
back againft it^ took her fl rug giing. hand — My deareft 
life ! My angel ! faid I, why wiU you thus diftrefs 
me ?— b this the forgivenefs which you fo folemnly 
promifed ? — 

Unhand me, Sir!-<^You have, no bufiaefs with 
me ! You have no right over me i You knom you 
have not. 

But whithen whiiher, my d^areftLove, would you 
go ! — Think you not that I will follow you, were it 
to the world's end ?— Whiiher would you go ? 

Well do you afk me^ Whither L would go, who 
have been the occafion that I have not a friend left! — 
^ut Cod, who know& my iDQQce&ce» and my upright 
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intentions, will not wholly abandon me when I am out' 
of your power — But while in ir,. I cannot expeft ii- 
gleam of the divine grace or favour to reach me. 

How fevere is this! — How ihockingly. fevere ? — 
Gut of your prefcnce, my angry Fair-one! I can nei- 
ther hope for the one nor the other. As my Couiin 
Montague, in iKe Letter you have read,.obfervcs, 
You are my pole-ftar, and my guide; and if ever I 
am to be happy, euher here or hereafter,, it mufl be 
in ancl by you. ,.^ 

She would then have opened the doon Bat I re- 
fpcAfully oppofmg her, Begone, Man ! Begone, Mr. 
Lovelace i faid the : Stop not my way. If you wouUt 
not that I fhould attempt the window, give me paiTage 
by the dOor ; for, once more, you have no right to 
detain me^ 

Your refentments, my dearefl life, IwiUown to Be 
well grounded. I will acknowledge, that I have been all 
10 fault. On my knee [and down I dropt] I afk your 
pardon* And can you refufe to ratify your own ^rs- 
mifi? — Look forward to the happy profpeft before 
Hf* See you not my Lord M. and Lady Sarah long- 
ing toblefsj'w, for bleffingroe, and their whole faAii- 
ly? Can you take no pleaiare in the promifed vific of 
Lady Betty and my Coufin Montague \ And in the 
prote£lion they offer you, if you are diflatisfied witli 
\ntne? Have you no wifh to lee your Uncle's friend ? 
Stay only till Captain Tomlinfon comes. Receive 
from him the news of your Uncle's compliance with 
the wl(hes of both. 

' She feemed altogether diftreiTed ; was ready to fink ; 
and forced to lean againft the.wainfcot, as I kneeled 
at her feet. A ftrcam of tears at laft burit from her 
lefs indignant eyes —Good heaven J faid fhe, lifting up 
her lovely face, and daifped hands, what is at lail to 
be my deftiny! — Deliver me from this dangerous 
roan, and diredt me ! I know not what I do ^ whac 
I ;can do ; nor what I ought 10 do \ 

G 4 , "tV^ 
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The women, as I had owned our Marriage to be 
but half completed, heard nothiog in this whole fcene 
to coDcradifk (not flagrantly to contradifl) what I had 
aiTertcd : They believed they faw in her returning^em- 
per, and Oaggered refolution, a Love for me, which 
her indignation had before fupprciled ; and they joined 
to perfuade her to tarry till the Captain came^ and to 
hear his propofals ; repreicnting the dangers to which 
flie would be expofed ; the fatigues (he, might endure ; 
a Lady of her appearance, unguarded > unprotedled. 
On the other hand, they dwelt upon my declared con- 
trition, and on my promifes ; for the performance of 
which they off-red to be bound. So much had mf 
kneeling humility affected them. 

Women, Jack, tacitly acknowledge the iafcrioriry 
of their Sex, in the pride they take to behold a knael- 
ing Lover at their feet. 

She turned from me^ and threw herfelf into acbaic. 

I rofe aod approached her with reverence. My 
~dearcfi creature, faid I — and was proceeding — But, 
with a face glowing with confcious dignity, flic inter- 
rupted mc — Ungenerous, ungrateful Lovelace I — You 
know not the value of the heart you have infulted. 
Nor can you conceive how much my foul defpifcs 
your mcannefs. But meanncfs muft ever be the por- 
tion of the man, who can aft vilely I — 

The women believing we were likely to be on bet- 
ter terms, retired. The dear Perverib oppofed their 
going ; but they faw I was defirous of their abfence. 
-And when they had withdrawn, I once more threw 
inyfelf at her feet, and acknowledged my oftcnces ; 
implored her forgivenefs for this one time, amd pro- 
'njfed the moft exa<5l circumfpeftion for the future. 

It was impoliible for her, ihe faid, to keep her Me^ 
^ncry^ Mid forgive vi\t. What hadft thou ^^w in the 
<onduft of Clarifla Harlowe, that fliould encourage 
j^ch an infult upon her, as thou didft dare to make? 
^^ovv meanly muft thou think oiher^ that thou couldft 
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prefuoie 16 b« fo guilty, and expcA her to be foweak 
as to forgive thee ? 

I befought her to let me read over to her C iptaia 
Tomlinfon's Letter. I was fure it was impofn3le ibe 
could have given it the requtfite attention, 

I have given it the requifite attcntioui faid (he ; and 
the other Letters too. 80 that what I fay, is upon de- 
liberation. And what have I to fear from my Brother 
and Sifter? — They can but complete the ruin of my 
Fortunes with my Father and Uncles. Let them, and 
welcome. You, Sir, I thank you, have lowered my 
Fortunes : But I blefs God, that my mind is not funk 
wi{h my Fortunes. It is, on the contrary, raifed 
above Fortune, and above You ; and for halt a word^ 
ihey fhali have the Eft ate they have envied me for» 
and an acquittal from me of all exptftations from my 
family that may make them uneafy. 

I lifted up my iiands and eyes in filent admiraiion 
of her« . 

My Brother, Sir, may think me ruined. To the 
praifc of your character, he may think it impoHible to 
be ^lih yoUf and be innocent. You have but too well 
ju/lificd their harfheft cenfures by every part of your 
conduft. But now, that I have efcaped from you, and 
that I am out of the reach of your myfterious devices, . 
1 will wrap myfelf up in mine own Innocence L^i^d 
then ihr.paffionate Beauty folded her arms about her- 
felf J and leave to time, and to my future circumfpec-' 
too, the re-rftablifliment of my cbaraAer. — Leave mc 
then, jSir— Pnrfue mc not ! 

Good Htfaven I interrupting her— And all this, for 
what i — ^Had I not yielded to your entreaties (Forgive 
me. Madam) you could not have carried farther your 
rcfentments 

Wretch 1— Was it not crime enough to give occafion 
i(^t thofe entreaties ? Wouldft thou make a merit to 
xne, that thou didft not utterly ruin her whom thou 
oughtcft to have prote£bxl l — fiej^oaC) va^wV v^^x^v^^^ 

G s Vt^ji^ 
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from mfi her face criinfoncd over with pafiion — See 
ire no more ! — I cannot bear thee in my fight I^-^ 

Deareft, deartfl creature I — 

If I forgive thee Lovelace — And there (he (lopped. 
To endeavour, proceeded fhe, to endeavour, by pra^ 
meditation, by /ow contrivance, by cries of Fire-^^to 
terrify a poor creature who had confented to take a^ 
wretched chance with thee for life i 

For Heaven's fake — offering to take her repulfing 
handy as (he was flying from me towards the clofet — 

What haft thou to do^ to plead the fake of Heaven 

thy favour, O daikefl of human minds 1 

Then turning /rem me, wiping her eyes,, and again 
turning tcwards me, but her fwcet face half-afidc, "What 
difHculties haft thou involved me in I Thou t hat hadfi 
a plain path before thee, after ihou hsdft betra)ed me 
into thy power — At once my mind takes in the whole 
cf my ciooked btbaviour ; and if thou thiukeft ol 
Clarifl'a Harlowc as her proud heart tells- her thou 
oughteft to think of her, thou wilt fcek thy fortunes 
clfcwheic. Mow often haft tbcu picvokcd me to icU 
ihce ihat my foul is above thte I 

For Heaven's fake, iV'ladaro, for a Soul's fake, which 
it is in your pcwci to fave from peidiiicr, forgive me 
the palt offence. I am the greateit villaio on earth, 
if it was a pcmeditated one. Yet I prtfume not to 
excufc myfelf. On your mercy I throw myfelf. j 
uill not offer at any pica, but thac of penitence. See 
but Caprain Tomlinion. See but Lady Betty and my 
Couiin ; !ct ihim plead for me ; let them be guarao- 
tccs f(;r my honour. 

If Caprain Tomlinfon come while I ftay here, I 
may kt /.w\ But as ior ycu. Sir — 

Deartft cicatuic! let nne beg of you not to aggra* 
\aic ny ♦ fftnte to ht Captain, when he comes. jLct 
n;e beg of \ol — 

What ifktft tbou ? — Is it not, that I (hall' be of 
p£rJ/ agaiijit xrjftif I— That 1 (hail palliate-^ 

Do 
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Do not charge me, Madam, interrupted I, wiili " 
vHlainous prcmciditation ! — Do not gfVc fuch a con- 
ftlruAion to my offence, aJ may weaken your Uncle's 
opinion — as may ftrengihen your Brother's — 

She flung from me to the further end ofthe room t 
IShe could go no farther} — 'And juft then Mrs Moore* 
came upt >a|id told her, that dinner was ready; and 
that (he had*prevai(ed upoa Mifs Rawlins to give her 
her company. 

Y6u moft fcxcnfc me, Mrs. Moore, faid fhef. MIft 
Rawlins I hope alfa will— But I cannot eat — ^^I cannoc 
go down. • As f or yoUy' Sir, I fuppofe you will think- 
it right to depart hence s at leafl till the gentleman 
comes whom you cxpcft.' 

I rcfpcftfully withdrew into the next room,''thac' 
Mrs. Moore might acquaint her [I durft not myfelf;) 
that I was her Lodger and Boarder, as [whifperinglyi 
I delired (he would: And meeting Mils Ptawlins iu 
the paflage, Dcarcft Mifs Rawlin?, faid I, (land my 
friend: Join with Mrs. Moore to pacify my Spoufe, 
if'ftie has any newflightsupon my having taken lodg- . 
ings, and intendiilg to board here. • I hope (he wil[ 
have more generolity than to think of hindering a. 
geotlewoman from letting her lodgings. 

f foppofe Mrs, Moore (whom 1 left wuh my Fair- 
one) hadapprifed her of this before Mifs 'Rawlins^ 
went in; for I heard her fay, while I ^Vlth-held Mils • 
Rawlins — * - No^ indeed : He* is much miftakcn-^ 
• Surely he docsnot think I vvill,* « 

They both expoftulated with'her, as I coukl'garher* 
from bits and fcraps ofwhatthef faid ; for ihey fpoke 
fo-low, that I couldnot'hear any diAln^t fenteuce, but 
from the fair Perverfe; whofe anger made her louder^ ^ 
And to this purpofe I heard her deliver herfelf in an- 
l^r to different partsof their talk to her:-^* Good 
< Mi8« Moore, dear Mifs Rawlins, prefs the no fur--. 
5 thee i-^I cannot fit down at table with him 1' 

The/ £iid> foiQethingi as I fuppofc \xiix\'^ \;^\i3\^— 
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* O the infinuating wretch! — What defence hare I 
' again ft a man, who, go where I will, caa torn 
^ every one, even of ihe virtuous of 1x17 Sex, in his 

* favour V 

A ftcr fomething clfc fjidy which I heard not diftinA- 
ly — * Thii ii ciecrable cuaningl — Wrrc you to 
' know hit wicked heart, he is not without hope of 

* engaging you two good perfoos to fecood hixn in the 

* vilcft of his machinations.' 

Ilow came fhe (thought I at the iaftant) by all this 
penetration ? My devil furely does not play nc booty, 
if I thought lie did, I would marry, and live hooeft, 
to be even with him. 

I (uppofe then, they urged the plea which I hioted 
fo Mifi llawlias at going in, that (he would not be 
Mrs. Moore*s hindrance; for thus (he exprefled her* 
1'cir — * He will no doubt pay you your own price. You 

* need not queflion his liberality. But one houfe can- 
' not hold us. Why, if it would, did I fly fromhioi} 

* to feck refuge among ftrangcrs ?' 

'I'hcn, in anlwer to foniewhat clfc they pleaded— 
' *Tis a MiAake, Madam; I am pot reconciled to him* 
' I will believe nothing he fays. Has he not given 
' you a flagrant fpecimen of what a man he is, and 

* of what he is capable, by the difguifes you faw him 

* in? My Story is too long, and my flay here will be 

* but fiiort ; ur I could convince you, that my refent- 

* mcnts acainft him are but too well founded.' 

I fuppoic then, that they pleaded for /'^r leave, for 
Twy dining wiih them : For flie faid ; * I have nothing 

* to fay to that — It is your own houfe, Mrs. Moore — 

* It is your own table — You may admit whom you 

* plcafe to it — Only leave me at. my liberty to choofe 

* my company.' 

Then in anfwer, as I fuppofe, to their offer of fend- 
inglicr up a plate — .* A bit of bread, if you plcafe, and 
' a glafs of v/ater: That's all 1 can fwallow at pre" 
< fcnt. I am really very much difcompofed. Saw you 

• not 
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^ not how bad I was ?— lodignadoD only could have 
' fupported my fpiriis I'— 

* I have no objection to his dioihg with you,' Ma- 

* dam I* added fhe, in icpiy, I fuppofe, to a farther 
queftion of the fame nature — * But 1 will not Aay a 
' night in the houfe, where he lodges.' 

I prefume Mils Rawlins had told her, that fhe would 
not ftay dinner^for fhe faid, * Let me not deprive 
' Mrs. Moore of your company, Mifs Rawlins. You 
' will not be difpleafed wich his talk. He can have 

* no defign upon you.' 

Then I fuppofe they pleaded what I might fay be- 
hind her back, to make my own Story good ^— ^ ( 

* care not what he fays, or what he thinks'of roe. 

* Repentance and amendment are all the harm I with 
' him, whatever becomes of me !' 

By her accent, fhe wept when fhe fpoke thefe laft 
words. 

They came out both of them wiping their eyts ; 
and would have periuaded me to rclinquifh the lodg- 
ingSy and to depart till her Uncle's friend came. But 
I knew better. I did not care to trufl the devil, well 
as fhe and Mifs Howe fuppofe me to be acquainted 
with him, for finding her out again, if once moie fhe 
. eicaped me. 

What I am mofl afraid of, is, that fhe will throw 
berfelf among her own relations ; and if fha does, I 
am confident they will not be able to withfland her 
affefling eloquence. But yet, as thouUt fee, the Cap- 
tain's Letter to me is admirably calculated to obviate 
niy appreheofions on this fcore i particularly in that 
pa/Tagc;, where it is faid, that her Uncle thinks not 
himfelf at liberty to correfpond direAly with her. or 
to receive applications from her — But thro' Captain 
Tcm/injcn, as is flrongly implied (a), 

I muft own (notwitbflanding the Revenge I have fo 

fokmnly vowed) that I would very fain have made 

iQC 
(«) Sec p. ioi| loai 



134 71&r History of ybL'jfi. 

for her a merit with myfelf ra htr nturmng favmit^ 
and have owed at little as poffiUe to the meoiatioii'^ 
^apci^ Tbrnliolbiiw Mj pride was concerned ia 
this t And this was one or mj Teafons for not bring* 
ing him with mci . Another was s ^ That, if I were 
obliged to have recourfe to his a£Bftancef 1 flumld • 
be better able (bjr vifiting her withonc him) to diteft 
htm what to fay or -to do, as lihoold find bur the torn 
of her httmovr. - . 

I^at, however, glad at^injr heart, that Mrs. Moore 
came up fo feafonably with notice, that dinner was^. 
ready. The fair Fugitive was all in All.' She had 
the game in tier own hands ^ and by giving me fo good « 
an excufe for withdrawtngi I- had time to ftrengthen 
oy{etf|--thc Captain had time to come v. and ike Ladj: 
to cool. Shakeipeare advifes well^ 

Oppcji not Rgg^t vibilft Rage is in its force / 
Bytgipe ttw^awbUe^ and Jet it H»qfte, . 
7 he rifmg deluge is notjlopt with dams \ 
Thofe it oUr hears y and drowns, the hope of harvejl* ^ ■ 
But wifely managed, . its divided firength - 
JsJIui(^din channels ^ and fecurely drained: . 
And when its for ceixfppnt^ and unfupply^d^ ^ 
The rejiduewith mounds may be reflraind^ .. 
And dry^Jhod we may pafs ihe naked ford» . 

I went down with the women to didner. Mr^, 
Moore fent bcrfair BoMdet* up a plate; but ihe only 
eat a little bit of bread, and drank a glafs of water. 
I doubted not but ihe would keep her word, ' wh^n it 
was once gone out. Irfhe nor an Harlowe ? — She 
feems to ht enduring herfelf 10 harddtips, which at the - 
worft (he can never know; fioce, tho* (he Ihonld 
ultimately refufe to be obliged tome, or (to exprcfs 
myfelf more fuitably to my own heart) to obl^e me$ 
every one who fees her muft befriend her* 

But let me a(k thee, Belford, Art thou not foil- 
cltous for me in relation to the contents q| the Lct- 
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ter which the angry Beauty had written and dlfpatched 
away by man and horfe ; and for what may be Miis 
Howe's anfwer to it ? Art thou not ready to inquire, 
Wheiher it be not likely that Mifs Howe, when £be 
knows of her faucy friend's flight, will be concerned 
about her Letter, which fhe muft know could not be 
at Wilfon's^till after that flight; and fo, probably, 
would fall into my hands r — 

All thefe things, as thou'lt fee in the fequel, are 
provided for with as much contrivance as humaa fore- 
fight can admit. 

I have already told thee that Will, is upoi> the look- 
out for old Grimes — Old Grimes is it feems a gof- 
iiping fottifh rafcal ; and if Will, can but light of him, 
I'll anfwer for the confequence : For has not WilL 
been my fervant upwards of Seven years i 

LETTER XL 

Mr, Lovelace. In continuation* 

TI7E had at dinner, befides Mifs Rawlins, a young 
^' Widow-niece of Mrs. Moore, who is come to 
/lay a month with her Aunt — Bevis her name 5 very 
forward, very lively, and a great admiier of me, I 
afTure you ;-^hangnig fmirkingly upon all I faid ; and 
prepared to approve of every word before I fpoke : 
And who, by the time we had half dined (by the 
help of what /he had colleAed before) was as much 
acquainted with our Story, as either of the other two. 
As it behoved me to prepare them in my favour 
againft whatever might come from Mifs Howe, I 
improved upon the hint I had thrown out above-flairt 
againft that mifchief-making Lady. I reprefentcd her 
to be an arrogant creature, revengeful, artful, eoter- 
prizing, and one ^ ho, had Ibe been a roan, would 
have fworn and curled, and committed Rapes, and 
played the devil, as far I knew II have nc douht of it, 

Jdck2'' But who, ncvcfihdcfsi by - ^d^ws^v.^^ ^ ^ 
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Femide Edocitioa, tnd Pride and lofelencey I believed^ 
WAS perfinaily virtuost. 

litu Bevu tUowcdt that there wti a vafi di»i m 
BducatioD— and in Pride too, flie faid. While Mifs 
R^wlint catfie with a prudtfh God forbid, that Vfatue 
(hould be owing 99 Education only I However^ I 
diBclared that Mifa Ho#e vas a fnb&le jcodtriver tif 
mifchiefi one whahad ahrayt been •f/^Soemy 1 Her 
motif ca I knew not : Bat defpifing^ the man whom 
faer Mothtr was deflrofos flie (hould haTe^ one Hide- 
man ; altho* I did not direAly aver^ that fkc would . 
rather have had me ; yet they all immediately ima- 
gined that ilfat was the ground of her animofity ta* 
me, and of heir Eovy to my Beloved : And it vat 
fiiy, thayiaid^ that fo fine a young Lady did not fee^ 
thro* foch a pretended friendv 

And yet nobody [added I] has more Teafon than- 
fHe to know by txferUnce the force of a hatred founded - 
io Envy} as 1 hinted to you above, Mrs. Moore, 
and to yoti^ Mifs Rawlins,^ in the cafe of her Sifter^ 
Arabella. 

I had compliments made to my perfon and talents 
OD this occaiion ; which gave me a fingular oppor* 
tunity of dirplaying my roodcfty* by difclaiming the 
merit of them, with a No^ indeed! — IJhould be very 
vain. Ladies^ if I thought fo. While thus abafing 
myfeif, and exaltisg Mifs Howe, I got their opioiun 
both for modefty and generofity ; and had all the 
graces which I difclaimed thrown in upon me befides» 

In fhorty they even opprefled that modefty, which 
(to fpeak modeftly of myfeif) their praifes created^ by 
dilbelieving all I faid againft myfeif. 

And, truly, I mod needs fay, they have almoft per- 
foaded even me myfeif,- that Mifs Howe is actually 
in love wiih me. I have often been willing to hope 
ibis. . And who knows but fhe may I The Captain 
MIJJUvc «greed, that it ihall be fo infinuatcd occa^ 
fHI|J|ii!rfAn4 whales thy opinion. Jack ! She cer^ 



Let. II. Clarifla Harlowc. 137 

tainly hates Hickman : And girls who are difengaged 
feldom hate^ tbo* they may not love : And if ihe bad 
rather have another^ why not that other me ? For am 
I not a fmart Fellow, and a Rake ? And do not your 
fprightly Ladies love your fmart Fellowc^ and your 
Rakes ? And where is the wondrr, that the man who 
could engage the affections of Mifs Harlowe, (hould 
engage thole of a Lady (with her {a) Alas's) who 
would be honoured in being deemed her Second ? 

Nor accufe thou me o^ singular vanity in this 
prefumption, Btlford. Were thou to know the fecret 
vanity that lurks in the heart of thofe nho dj/guife 
or cUak it beft^ thou would find great reaibn to ac- 
quit, at leaft, to allow for, mg: Since it is generally the 
confcwus ovcr^fulnefs of conceit^ that makes the hypo- 
crite moft upon bis guard to conceal it. — Yet with 
thefe fellows, proudly-humble fls they are, it will break 
out fbmetimes in fpite of their cloaks, tbo' but in felf- 
denying, compliment begging Self-degradation. 

But now I have undervalued myfelf, in apologizing 
to thee on this occafion, let me ufe another argument 
in favour of my oblervation, that the Ladies generally 
prefer a Rake to a Sober man ; and of my preiumptioii 
upon it, that Mils Howe is in love with me : It is this : 
Common fame, (ay s^ That Hickman Is a very virtuous, 
a very innocent fellow — a maU'virgin, I warrant ! — 
An odd dog I always thought him. Now women, Jack, 
like not Novices. Two mmdenheads meeting together in 
Wedlock^ thefirft chUd muft be a Fooi^ is their common 
aphorifm. They are pleafed with a Love of the Sex that 
is founded in the knowledge qf it* Reafon good ; No- 
vices expert more than they can poffibly find in the 
commerce with them. ^ The man who knows them, 
yet has jirdours for them, to borrow a word from Mifs 
Howe (^}, tho' thofe Ardours are generally owing more 

(ja) See p. 43* where Mifs Howe iays, ^lai! my dear^ I knew 
you Urvei bim / 
(^) See Vol. IV. p. 78. xis. 



A iv -n I = 4 I .-. ^ 



Vol: 5, 



rT:f=^ ::;n:ri .:r»^- ?£i k^iiovi -- >rr f: fx^fJI, and 

T^isn lof iTirc « a "»^-i:ir. "i :V-=c Cti^s, muft 
ze .Vr— Jirjaf- » : iris: v.:. cr z-rrrrdes. The Man, 
1^ :•• i ci.';«, -si-i be s-i .^::. :^. Will ic then be 
wc-^iiTii it, ijc 1 V3C1&3 -pctzsrs a Lib«rcme to a 
i^rxci =— Wi.Is lbs rxpecb r: the oik the confi- 
2CCCS ?</ vxz3v &£ cT^fiififrs thf other and hcrfelf as 
CV3 pin si lloss. vhlzh, ih^' whsr mo fide bj fide. 



Yn ia thit the Sex is gco^rzAr miilaken too ; for 
the.e ihecpiih te/ovs are ^^ I mTfclf was modeft 
ones ; and tluf , as I haTc ehsvhere hinted co thee (a), 
has better cnab^ me to jodge of both Sexes. 

Bqt :o proceed vsth idt nsrrative : 

Having ihos prepired ercrv one againft zfkj Letter 
fhov'd come from Mils How;, and againft my Be- 
loved's meiT;:ager returns, I thought it proper to con* 
elude I hit liibjeck wi[h a hirit, thic my Spoufe could 
not bear to have any* thing faid that rcflc^ed upon 
All; J H'^'jie ; and, with a deep figh, added that I had 
been made very unhappy more than once by the ill- 
fviii of Ladies whom I had never offended. 

The widow Bevis believed, that might very eafi> 
lybe. 

1 hefe hints within-doors, joined with others to 
\^'ii'. buth without and within [For 1 intend he ihall 
fail in love wiih widow Moore's maid» aad have iaved 
one hundred pounds in my fervice, at leaft] will be 
K^^^clps, as things may happen. 

fit Vol. UL p* i«5* 
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LETTER XU. 

Mr LovELACH. In Continuation,. 

WE had hardly dioed, when mj coachman^ who 
kept a look-out for Captain Tomiinfon, as 
Will, did For old Grimes, conducted hither that wor- 
thy gentleman, attended by one fcrvant, both on horic- 
back. He alighted. [JL went out to meet hioi at the 
door. 

Thou knoweft his folemn appearance, and nnblufh- 
ing freedom ; and yet canft not imagine what a dig- 
nity the rafcal aflbmed, nor how refpc^lful to him I 
was. 

I led him into the parlour, and prefented hiai to 
the women, and them to him. I thought it highly 
imported me (as they might dill have fome diffidences 
about our MarriagCi from my Fair-one's home-puflied 
qoeAions on that head) to convince ihem entirely of 
the truth of all I bad aflerted. And how could I do 
this better, than by dialoguing a little with him be- 
fore them ? 

Dear Captain, I thought you long \ for I have had 
« terrible cooflidl with my Spoufe. 
. Capu I am ibrry that 1 am later than my intention 
— My account with my Banker — [There's a dog, 
Jackj took me up iongtr time to adjuft than I had 
forefeen [all the time pulling down and ftrokiug his 
ruffles] : For there was a fmall difterence between us 
— :Onl7 twenty pounds, indeed, which I had taken 
DO account oim 

The rafcal has not feen twenty pounds of his own 
thefe ten years. 

Then had we between us the charaAers of the 
Harlowe family ; I railing againfl them all; the Cap- 
tain taking his dear friend Mr. John Hariowe*s pare ; 
with a Not fo faft / — Not fo faft / young gentleman — 
and the like free aflumptions. 
He accounted for their animoiity by iti) dt&^w^^v« 
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No good family^ having fuch a charming daughter, 
would care to be defied, inAead of courted: He muji 
fpeak his mind : Never ^as a double-tongued man. — 
He appealed to the Ladies, If he were not right I 

He got them of his dde. 

The correction I had given the Brother^ he told me^ 
muft have aggravated matters. 

H )V valiant thi:» made me look to the women !— ^ 
The lex love us mettled fellows at their hearts. 

Be that as it would, I fhould never love anj of the 
family but my Spoufe; and wanting nothing from 
them, I would not, but for her fake, have gone fo far 
9ii I had gone towards a Reconciliation. 

This was very good of me ; Mrs. Moore faid. 

Very good indeed ; Mifs Rawlins* 

Good! — It is more than good ; it is very geoerons ^ 
faid the widow. 

Capt. Why (o it is» I muft needs fay: For I am 
fenfible, that Mr. Lovelace has been rudely treated 
by them all — More rudeiy» than it could have been 
imagined a man of his quality and fpirit would have 
put up with. But then, Sir [turning to me] I think 
you are amply rewarded in fuch a Lady ; and that you 
ought to forgive the Father for the Daughter's fake. 

Mrs, Ahore, Indeed fo I think. 

Mi/s R. So muft every one think, who has feen the 
Lady. 

IVidow B, A fine Lady, to be fure ! But ihe has a 
violent fpirit; and fome very odd humours too, by 
what I have heard. The value of good hufl>ands is 
not known till they are loft ! 

Her confcience then drew a figh from her. 

Lovel. Nobody muft refleft upon my angel — An 
angel flie is. — Some little blemiflics, indeed, as to her 
over-hafty fpirit, and as to her unforgiving temper. 
Hut this fhe has from the Harlowes; inftigatcd too by 
that Mifs Howe.— But her innumerable excellencies 
arc all her own. 
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CapU Ay, talk of fpirit. There's a fpirit, now you 
iiave named Mifs Howe I [And fo I led him to con- 
firm all I had faid of chat vixen, 1 Yet (he was to be 
pitied too ; looking with meaning at me. 

As I have already hinted^ I had before agrf ed with 
him to impute fecret host occafionally to Mi(s Howe, 
as the heft means to invalidate ail that might come from 
her in my disfavour. 

Capt. Mr, LovKlace^ but that I know your mode- 
ttjy or you could give a reafon-— > 

LoveL Looking down, and very modeft-— I can't 
think fo. Captain-— But let us call another caufe. 

Every woman prefent could look me in the face^ fo 
baflifol was I. 

Capt. Well, but as to our prefent fituation — Only 
it mayn't be proper — looking upon me, and. round 
upon the women. 

LoveL O Captain, you may fay any thing before 
this company— Only, Ahdrew [to my new fervant, 
who attended us at table] do you withdraw : This 
good girl [looking at the maid-lervant] will help us 
to all we want. 

Away went Andrew : He wanted not his cue ; and 
the maid feemed pleafed at my Honour's preference of 
her, 

Capt. As to our prefent fituation, I fay, Mr. Love- 
lace — Why, Sir, we fhall be all untwifled^ let me tell 
you, if my friend Mr. John Harlowe were to know 
what that is. He would as much queftion the truth 
of your being married, as the reft of the family do. 

Here the women perked up their ears ; and were 
all filent attention. 

Capt. I ajked you before for particulars, Mr. Love- 
lace : but you declined giving them, — Indeed it may 
not be proper for me to be acquainted with them.— 
But I muft own, that it is paft my comprehenfion, 
that a wife can refent any-thing a hu(band can do 
(that is not a breach of the peace) fo i^it ^^ V.O Ct&c^s^ 
herfelfju&ified for eloping from him. "Laue* 
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Lovel. Captain Tomlinfon — Sir — I do aflcire you, 
that I (hall be offended — I fhall be extremely concerned 
— If I hear that word Eloping mentioned again — 

Capt. Your Nicety, and your Love, Sir, oiay make 
you take offence — But it is my way to call every thing 
by its proper name, let who will be ofimded — 

Thou -canfV not imagine, Belford bow bravCj and 
how independent, the rafcal looked. 

Capt. When, young Gentleman^ yoU' Aall tMnk pro- 
per to give US particulars, we will find a word for 
this ra(h aA in fo admirable a Lady, that (ball pleafe 
you better — You fee, Sir, that, being the Reprefenta* 
tfve of my dear friend Mr. John Harlowe, I fpeak as 
freely as I fuppofe he would do, if prefent. But you 
blu(h| Sir — I beg yoor pardon, Mr. Lovelace : It 
becomes not a modeft man to pry iQto thoTe SecretSj 
which a modeft man cannot reveal. 

1 did not bluih, Jack : but denied not the complf- 
ment, and looked down : The women feemed delighted 
with my modefty: But the widow Bevis was more 
inclined to laugh at me, than praife me for it. 

Capt. Whatever be the caufe of this ftep [I will 
not again. Sir, call it Elopement^ iince that harfh word 
wounds your tendernefs) I cannot but exprel's my 
iurprize upon it, when I recollect the affedtionare be- 
haviour, 10 which I was witnefs between you, when 
I attended you laft. Ovet'love^ Sir, I think you once 
mentioned — but Over-iove [fmiling] give me leave to 
fay, Sir^ is an odd caufe of quarrel — Few Ladies — 

LoveK Dear Captain ! And I tried to bluih. 

The women alio tried \ and, being more ufed (o 
it, fucceeded better. — Mrs. Bevis indeed has a red-hoc 
countenance, and always blufhes* 

Mifs R' It fignifits nothing to mince thcn>atter: 
But the Lady above as good as denies her Marriage. 
Y<HX>inoWj Sir, that fhe does; turning to me. 

Capt. Denies her Marriage! Heavens! how then 
jbaFc I impokd upon my dear fiiiend Mr. Jolin Har- 
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LoveL Poor dear! — But let not her Veradiy be 
:alled In queftion. She would not be guilty of a wiU 
*al untruth for the world. 

Then I had all their praifes again. 

Loval. Dear creature ! — She thinks (he has reafon 
For her denial. You know^ Mrs. Moore i you know, 
Mifs Rawlins; what I owned to you above, as to my 

FOW— 

I looked down, and, as once before, turned round 
my dfSimond ring. 

Mrs. Moore looked awry; and with a leer at Mi(s 
Eawlins, as to her partner in the hinted-at reference, 
l^ifs Rawlins looked down as well as I ; her eye- 
lids half clofedy as if mumbling a Pater-nofter, medi- 
tating her Snuff-box, the diilance between her nofe 
and chin lengthened by a clofe-Qiut mouth. 

She put me in mind of the pious Mrs. Fetherftone 
at Oxford, whom I pointed out to thee once, among 
other grotefque figures, at St. Mary's church, whither 
we went to take a view of her two Sifters : Her eyes 
ihut, not daring to truft her heart with them open ; 
and but juft half-rearing her lids, to fee who the aext- 
comcr was; and falling them again, when her curio- 
fity was fatisfied. 

The widow fievis gazed, as if on the hunt for a 
fecret. 

The Captain lobked archly, as if half in poficffion 
of one. 

Mrs. Moore at la A broke the bafhful filence. Mrs. 
Lovelace's behaviour, ilie faid, could be no otherwifc 
(o well accounted for, as by the ill- offices of that Mifs 
Howe; and by the feverity of her relations; which 
might but too probably have affected her head a little 
at times : Adding, that it was very generous in mc to 
give way to the ftorm when it was up, rather than to 
exafperate at fuch a time. 

But let me tell you. Sirs, faid the widow Bevis, that 
is not what one huiband in a ihoufMii Hio^aNiiVv^^ 
4OUC0 \ ^^-^ 
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I defired, that no part of this converfation might be 
hinted to my SpGufe\ and looked ftill more baflbfully. 
Her great fault, I muft own, was over-delicacy. 

The Captain leered round him ; and faid. He be- 
lieved he could guefs from the hints I had given him in 
town (of my aver love) and from what had now pafled, 
that we had not confummated our Marriage. 

O Jack! how fheepifhly then looked, or cndea* 
voured to look, thy friend ! how primly Goody Moore ! 
liow affcftedly Mifs Rawlins !— while the honeft 
widow Bevis gazed around her fearlefs ; and tho*only 
fimpering wiih her mouth, her eyes laughed out- 
right, and feemed to challenge a laugh from every eye 
in the company. 

He obferved, that I was a phoenix of a man> if fo; 
and he could not but hope, that all matters would be 
happily accommodated in a day or two ; and that then 
he fhould have the pleafure to aver to her Uncle, that 
he was prefent, as he might fav, on our wedding-day. 

The women feemed all to join in the fame hope. 

Ah, Captain ! Ah, Ladies ! — how happy fhould I 
be, if I could bring my dear Spoufe to be of the fame 

mind! 

It would be a very happy conclufion of a very 
knotty affair, faid widow Bevis , and I fee not why 
we may not make this very night a merry one. 

The Captain fupcrcilioufly Imiled at me. He faw 
plainly enough, he faid, that we had been at childretis 
flay hitherto. A man of my chara6ter, who could 
give way to fuch a caprice as This, muft have a pro- 
digious value for his Lady. But one thing he would 
venture to tell me ; and that was This — That, how- 
ever defirous young fkittilh Ladies might be to have 
their way in this particular, it was a very bad fetting- 
out for the man ; as it gave his Bride a very high proof 
of the power fhe had over him: And he would en- 
gage, that no woman, thus humoured, ever valued the 
man &c move for it ; but very much the contrary — 
'^^nd there were rcafons to he gi-ucn luh^ Hoc Jlo^^uld mt. 
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■ Well, well, Captain, no more of thi«fabjc<^ before 
the Ladies. — One feels [flirugging my Qioulders, in a 
ba(hful trytO'blu/b manner] that one is fo ridiculous— 
I have been punifhed enough for my tender folly. 

Mifs Rawlins had taken her fan, and would needs 
hide her face ^ behind it — I fuppofe becaufe her blaih 
was not quite ready. 

. Mrs Moore hemmed, and looked down ; and by 
that, gave hcr^ over. 

While the jolly Widow, laughing out, praifed the 
Captain as one of Hudibra:**^ metaphyficians, repeat* 

ife kne'w whafs nvhatj andthaVs as high 
Js metaphyfic wU canfiy. 

This made Mifs Rawlins blufh indeed: — tie, fie, 
Mrs. Bevis! cried {he. unwilling, I fuppofe, to be 
thought abfolurely ignorant. 

Upon the whole, I began to think, that I had not 
made a bad exchange of our profeffing Mother, for 
the unprofcffing Mrs. Moore. And indeed the Wo- 
men and I, and my Beloved too, all mean the iamc 
thing : We only differ about the manner of coming 
at the propofed end. 

LETTER XIH. 

Mr^ LoVELACE> In Continuation^ 

IT was now high time to acquaint my Spoufe, that 
Captain Tomlinfon was come. And the rather, as 
the maid told us, that the Lady had aiked her, If 
fuch a gentletaan [defcribing him] was not in the 
parlour ? 

Mrs. Moore went up, and requefted, in my name, 
that (he would give us audience. 

Bur Ihe returned, reporting my Beloved's defire, 
that Captain Tomlinfon would excufe her for the 
prefent. She was very ill. Her lp'\r\\s viwt \q^ nr^*?^ 

Vol, V. H \r. 
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to enter into coQverfation with him , and (be nnift lie 
down. 

I was vexed, and at firft extremely difconcerted. 
The Captain was vexed too. And mf concern, choa 
mayeft believe^ was the greater on his account* 

She had been very much fatigued^ I own. Her 
Fits in the morning muft have difordered her: And 
ihe had carried her refentment fo high, that it was the 
lefs wonder fhe ihould find herfelf low, when her 
raifed fpirits had fubfided. Very low, I may fay; if 
Sinkings are proportioned to rifings ; fot (he had been 
lifted up above the ftandard of a common mortal. 

The Captain » however fent up in his own namei 
that if he could be admitted to drink one di(h of Tea 
with her, he (hould take it for a favour ; and would go 
to town, and diipatch fome neccITary buflnefs, in order, 
if poflible, to leave his morning free to attend her. 

Biit £be pleaded a violent head-ach; and Mrs. 
Moore confirmed the plea to be'jufV. 

I would have had the Captain lodge there that 
night, as well in compliment to him, as introductory 
to my intention of entering myfelf upon my new-taken 
apartment.: But his hours were of too much import- 
ance to him to ftay the evening. 

It was indeed very inconvenient for him, he faid« to 
return in the morning; but he was willing to do all in 
his power to heal this breach, and that as well f^r the 
fakes of me apd my Lady, as for that of hisdear friend 
Mr. John Harlowe; who muft not know how far this 
mifundcrftanding had gone. H^ would therefore only* 
drink one diih of Tea wiih the Ladies and me. 

And accordingly, after he had dpne fo, and I had 
had a little private converfation with him,' he hurried 
away. 

His fellow had given him, in the interim, a high 

charafter to Mrs. Moore's fervants : And this reported 

by the Widow Bevis (who, being no proud woman, is 

Mi/ /elhujf ivcU mit^ as the faying is, with all her 

Aum'i 
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Aant's fcrvants) he was a fine gentleman, a dxfcreet 
gentleman) a man oi fenfe and breedings with ihcm 
all: And it was pity, that, with fuch great bufinefs 
upon his hands, he ihould be obliged to come again. 

My life for yours, audibly whifpered the Widow 
Bevisy There is humour as well as heai-ach in Some 
body's declining to fee this worthy gentleman. — . 
Lord ! liow happy tnight feme people be if Ah 
would! 

No perfcft happlnefs in this world, faid I, very 
gravely, and with a iigh; for the widow muA know 
that I heard her. If we have not r^^/ unhappinefs, 
we can make it* even from the overflowings of our 
^ood fortune. 

Very true, and, Very true, the two Widows. A 
charming obfervation! Mrs. Bevis. Mifs Rawlins 
/miJed her afTent to it ; and I thought Ac called me in 
lier heart, Charming man I For (he profefl!es to be a 
great admirer of moral obtervations. 

I had hardly ta'ken leave of the Captain, an4 f^t 

^own again with the women, when Will, came ; and« 

calling me out, • Sir, Sir,' faid lie, grinning with a 

•familiarity in his looks as if what he had to fay in- 

titled'kim to take liberties; ' T have got the fellow 

* down J — 1 have got old Grimes — Hah, hah, hah, 
■* hah!— He is at the Lower-Fla/k — Almoft in the 

* condition of David's Sowy and pleal'e your Honour 

* QThe dog himfelf not much better] Here is his 
"* Letter — from— from Mifs Howe — ha, ha, ha, ha,» 
laughed the varlet ; holding it fafl, as if to make con^ 
•ditions with roe, and to excite my praifes, as well as 
my impatience. 

I could have knocked him down ^ but he would 
have his Say oixi — * Old Grimes knows not that I 

* have the Letter — 1 muft get back to him before he 
< mifTes it — i only made a pretence to got out for a 
"^ icw mioutcs-^Biit — but' — and then the dog laughed 

U 2 ^<l2i\vx. 
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again — f He muft (lay — Old Grimes, muft flay — till I 
' go back to pay the reckoning.' 

D — n the prater 1— Grinning rafcal ! — ^The Letter i 
—The Letter !— 

He gathered in his wide moth, as he calls it, and 
gave me the Letter; but with zfirut. rather than a 
bow ; and then fidled off like one of Widow Sorlings's 
dungbill-cocksy exulting after a great feat perfbrmed. 
And all the time that 1 was holding up the billet to 
the lights to try to get at its contents without break- 
ing the feal [for, difpatched in a hurry,^ it had no 
cover] there flood he, laughing, fhrugging, playing 
off his legs ; now flroking his fhining chin ; now 
turnipg his hat upon his thumb; then leering, in my 
face, flourifhiog with his head — O Chrifl i now-and- 
•then cried the rafcal — 

What joy has this dog in mifchief !— More than I 
can have in the completion of my mofl favourite por- 
pofes!— Thefc fellows are ever happier than their 
mafters. 

I was once thinking to rumple up this billet till I 
had broken the Seal. Toung families [Mifs Howe's 
is not an ancient one] love oilentatious Sealings: And 
it might have been fuppofed to have been fqueezed in 
pieces, in old Grimes's breeches pocket. But I was 
glad to be faved the guilt as well as fufpicion of ha- 
ving a hand in fo dirty a trick ; for thus much of the 
contents (enough for my purpofe) I was enabled to 
fcratch out in character, wiihout it ; the folds depr> 
ving me only of a few connefting words; which I 
have fupplied between hooks. 

My Mifs Harlowe, thou knoweft, had before 
changed her name to Mifs Lsetitia Beaumont. An- 
other aVms now, Jack, to if, for this billet was di- 
re£led to her by the name of Mrs. Harriot Lucas. 
I have learned her to be half a Rogue, thou fetfl. 

8 

« I 
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< T Congratulate you, my dear, with all my hcarc 

• * and foul, upon [your cfcapc] from the villain. 

• f I long] for the particulars of all. [My Mother] 
' is out: Bat, cxpefting her return every rainute, I 

• diipatched [yourj meflenger inftindy. [I will en- 

• deavour to come at] Mrs. Townfend without lofs 

• of time ; and will write at large in a day or two, 

• if in that time I can fee her. [Mean lime I J am 
« cxceffively uneafy for a Lecier I fent you yefterday 
•by Collins, [who muft have left it at J Wilfon's 

• after you got away. [It is of very] great import- 

• ance* [I hope the] villain has it nor, I would 

• not for the world [that he fhould.] Immediately 
*.fead for it, if by fo doing, the place you are at 

• [will not be] dilcovered. If he has it, let me know 

• icbyfome way [out of] hand» If not, you need 
' not ieod. 

Juni^i Ever^ Ever Tour Sy 

A. H.' 

O- Jacky what heart's-eafe does this interception give 
me!— I fent the rafcal back with the Lecter to old 
Griaies^ and charged him to drink no deeper. He 
owned, that he was halffeas over^ as he phrafed it. 

Dog ! faid I, are you not to court one of Mrs. 
Moore's maids to-night ? — 

Cry your mercy. Sir ! — I will be fober — I had for- 

fit that*-But old Grimes is plaguy tough— I thought 
ihould never have got him down* 
Away, villain ! — Let old Grimes come ; and on 
horfeback, too, to the door — 

He fhall and pleafe your Honour, if I can get him 
on the faddle, and if he can (it — 

ktA charge him not to have alighted, not to have 
fecn fl/i)/-bcidy — 

Enough, Sir ! familiarly nodding his head, to fhew 
he took me. And away went the villain — Into the 
parlouff to the women^ I. 

H 3 \^ 
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In a quarter of an hour came old Griascs on horfe- 
back, waving to his faddle-bow, dow on this fide, now 
on that; his head, at others, joining to that of his 
more fober beaft. 

It looked very well to the women, that I made no 
effort to rpeak to old Grimes (tho' I wifhed before 
them^ that I knew the contents of what he brought) j 
but, on the contrary, defired that they would inftantly 
let my fpoufe know, ihat her mefTenger was returned* 

Down die flew, violently as (he h^ the head-achl' 

O how I prayed for an opportunity to be revenged' 
of her for the ingrateful trouble (he had given to her 
Uncle's friend I 

She took the Letter from old Grimes with her own 
hands, and retired to an inner parlour to read it. 

She prefently came out again to the fellow, who 
had much ado to fit his hor(e — Here is your mooey, 
friend. I thought you long. But what (hall I do to 
get fomebody to go to town immediately for mc \ I 
ice you cannot. 

Old GiirTiCS took his money; let fall his hat in 
d'ofling it ; had it given him ; and rede away ; his 
eyes Iling-glafs, and iet in his head, as I faw. thro* 
ihe window; and in a manner fpeechlefs; all his lan- 
guage hiccoughs. My dog needed not to have gone {o 
deep wiih this tcugh old Grimes. But the rafcal was 
in his kingdom with him. 

The Lady applied to Mrs. Moore : She mattered 
not the price. Could a man and horfc be engaged for 
her ? — Only to go for a Letter left for her, ac one 
]\Ir. Wilfon's in Pdil-mall. 

A poor neighbour was hired. A horfe procured 
for him. He had his diredlions. 

In vain did I endeavour to engage my Beloved, 
when (he was below. Her head-ach, I fuppofe, re- 
turned. Shf, like the reft of her Sex, can be ill or 
wrll when (he plcafes. 
/ fee her drift, thought I : U is to'havc all her lights 
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''owe before (he rcfolves ; and to take htr 

V; Dreffing great impatience about the 

■ ^* ^'or t and deiircd Mrs. Moore to 

'd to fend any of aiy fervanis 
• ^ ,• ^ J LtticT, I luppofe, was he*- 

.ve been quite caiy on thai head ; 

aid not, had ihc known, that the 

I'omlinl'on (who will be in town be- 

^enger) wid leave there the important 

uich I hope will help to pacify her, and. 

« her to me. 

jack ! Jack ! thinkeft thou that I will take all 

oguifh pains, and be fo often called villain> for 

t yet, IS it not taking pains to cocne at the finefl 
irc in the world, not for a tranjitory moment only, 
or one of our lives! The ftruggle only, Whc- 
\ am to have her in my cnvn ivay, or in hers f 
t now I know thou wilt be frightened out of thy 
for me — What, Lovelace I wouldft thou lei her . 
a Letter that will inevitably blow thee up ; and 
up the Mother, and all her Nymphs 1 — yet not. 
1' to reform, not intend to marry I 
ience, puppy! Canft thou noiiruft thy inafter ? 

LETTER XIV. 

Mr* Lo V E L A c E . In Continuation . 

cnt up to my new-taken apartment, and fell to 
riting in character, as ufual. I thought I had 
good my quarters. But the cruel creature, un- 
lading that 1 intended to take up my lodgings 
, declared with fo much violence againd it, that 
s obliged to fubmit, and to accepc of another 
pgt about twelve doors off, which Mrs. Moore 
nmcnded. And all the advantage I could obtain » 

H 4 wast 
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In a quarter of an hour came old Grimes on horfe- 
back, waving to his faddle-bow, dow on this fide, now 
on that; his' head, at others, joining to that of his 
more fober beaft. 

It looked very well to the women, that I made no 
effort to fpeak to old Grimes (tho* I wifhed before 
them^ that I knew the contents of what he brought); 
but, on the contrary, defired that they would inftantly 
let my fpoufe know, ihat her mefTenger was returned* 

Down (he flew, violently as (he had the head-ach!' 

O how I prayed for an opportunity to be revenged' 
of her for the iograteful trouble (he had given to her 
Uncle's friend ! 

She took the Letter from old Grimes with her own 
hands, and retired to an inner parlour to read it. 

She prefently came out again to the fcHow, who 
had much ado to fit his hor(e — Here is your money, 
friend. I thought you long. But what (hall I do to 
get fomebody to go to town immediately for mc ? I 
itc you cannot. 

Old Climes took his money; let fall his hat in 
d*offing it ; had it given him ; and rode away ; his 
eyes litng-glafa, and fet in his head, as I faw. thro' 
the window ; and in a manner fpeechlefs ; all his lan- 
guage hiccoughs. My dog needed not to have gone fo 
deep with this tough old Grimes. But the! ralcal was 
in his kingdom with him. 

The Lady applied to Mrs. Moore : She mattered 
not the price. Could a man and horfc be engaged for 
her ?— Only to go for a Letter left for her, at one 
Mr. Wilfon's in Pall-mall. 

A poor neighbour was hired. A horfe procured 
for him. He had his direftions. 

In vain did I endeavour to engage my Beloved, 
whea fhc was below. Her head-ach, I fuppofc, rc- 
turned. She, like ihc reft of Ixw Scx^ can be ill or 
wrW/ when /he plcafcs. 
/ /cc her drift, thougHil-. \i\a xo^Vvv^^ >\\\x^^^\^^ 
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from Mifs Howe before (he refolves ; and to take her 
meafares accordingly. 

Up fhe went, expreffing great impatience about the 
Letter (he had fent for j and defircd Mrs. Moore to 
let her know if I offered to fend any of a\y fervanis 
to town — To get at the Letter, I luppofe, was her 
fear : But (lie might have been quite cafy on that head ; 
and yet perhaps would not, had fhe known, that the 
worthy Captain Tomlinfon (who will be in town be- 
fore her mefTenger) wiil leave there the important 
Letter: Which I hope will help to pacify her, and: 
reconcile her to me. 

O Jack ! Jack ! thinkeft thou that I will take all 
ibis roguifh pains, and be fo often called villain* for 
nothing ^ 

But yet, is it not taking pains to come at the finefl 
creature in the world, not for a tranfitory moment only, 
but for one of our lives! The ftruggle only. Whe- 
ther I am to have her in my cnvn ivay, or in hers ? 

But now I know thou wilt be frightened out of thy 
wus for me — What, Lovelace I wouldft thou let her . 
have a Letter that will inevitably blow thee up ; and 
blowup the Mother, and all her Nymphs'. — yet not, 
intend to reform, not intend to marry I 

Patience, puppy 1 Canft thou noitruft thy inafter ? 

LETTER XIV. 

Mr, Lo V E L A c E . In Continuation . 

I Went up to my new-taken apartment, and fell to 
wnting in charadler, as ufual. I thought I had 
made good my quarters. But the cruel creature, uu'- 
defilanding that 1 intended to take up my lodgings 
there, declared with fb much violence againft it, that 
I was obliged to fubmit, and to accept of anothcc 
lodgingt about twelve doors off, which Mrs. Moore 
i'^ommended. And all the advantage I could obtain » > 

H 4 \*vt% 
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^as, that Will, unknown to my Spoufcj and for fear 
of t freak, (hould lie in the houfe. 

Mrs. Moore, indeed, was unwilling to difoblige 
either of us. But Mifs Rawlins was of opinion, that 
nothing more ought to be allowed me: And yet Mrs. 
Moore owned, that the RefuCil was a flrangc piece of 
tyranny to an hufband, if I luere an huH^and. 

I had a good mind to make Mifs Rawlins fmart for 
ir. Come and fee Mifs Rawlins, Jack — If thou likeft 
her, ril get her for thee with a 'met finger^ as the fay* 
log is \ 

The Widow Bevis indeed ftickled hard for me 
[An innocent or injured man will have friends every- 
where]. She faid. That to hear much with fomc wives, 
was to be obliged to bear more : And I rcfie£ted» 
with a iigh, that tame /pints mvft always be impofed 
iifcn. And then, in my heart, I renewed my vows of 
Revenge upon this haughty and perverfe Beauty. 

The fecond fellow came back from town about nmc 
o'clock, with Mifs Howe's Letter of Wednefday laft. 

* Collins, it /c ems, when he left ir, had defi red, that 

* it might be fafclp and fpeedily delivered into Mifs 

* Lsetitia Beaumont's own hands. But Willon, un- 

* dcillanding, that neither fhe nor I were in town ^He 
< could not knoiv of our difference thou miift think"] re- 

* folvcd to take care of it rili our return, in order to 

* give it into one of our own hands ; and now deli- 

* vered it to her meflTcnger.' 

This was told her. Wilfon, I doubt not, is in her 
favour upon it^ 

She took the Letter wirh great eagcrnefs ; opened it 
in a huiry [I am glad fhe did : Yet, 1 believe, all was 
right] before Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Bevis [Mifs Raw- 
lins was gone home]j and faid, She would not for the 
world that I fhould have had that Letter, for the 
fake of her dear friend the writer; who had written 
to her very uneafily about it. 

lier dear friendl repeated Mrs. Bevis, when fhe 
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told me this:— Such mifchief-makers are always 
deemed dear friends till they are found out I 

The Widow fays, thac lam the iioeft gentleman (he 
ever beheld. 

I have found a warm kifs now-and-then very kindly 
taken. 

I might 'be a very wicked fellow^ J^ck^ if I sftvt 
to do all the mifchief in my power. But I am ever j 
more for quitting a too eafy prey to reptile RdkeSm 
What but difficulty (tho' the Lady is an Angel) en- 
gages me to fo much perfc vera nee here ? And hcre^ 
Conquer or die, is now the detcrmioaiion 1 

I HAVE juft now parted with this honeft Widow. 
She called upon me at my new lodgings. I told her, 
thac Ifaw I amft be further obliged to her in thecourfe 
of this difficult affair. She muft allow me to make her 
B handsome prefent when all was happily over. But I 
defired^ that fhe would take no notice of what (hould 
pafs between us, not even to her Aunt: for that Die, as 
Ifaw, was in the power of Mifs Rawlins: And Mifs 
Rawlins being a maiden-genilewomanj knew not the 
right and the fit in matrimonial matters, as flie> my 
dear widow, did. 

Very true: How Jhouid {he ^ faid Mrs. BeviS| proud 
of knowing — nothing! But, for her part, flie defired 
DO prefent, ■ It was enough if fhe couid contribute to 
reconcile Man and Wife, and difappoint mifchief- 
makers. ShedouDted not^ that fuch an envious crea- 
ture as Mifs Howe was glad that Mrs. Lovelace had 
eloped — Jealoufy and Love was Old Nick I 

See, Belford, Jiow charmingly things work between 
me and my new acquaintance the Widow ! — Who 
knows, but that (he may, af(cr a little farther intimacy 
(tho* I am baniihed the houfe on nights) contrive a 
roidnight'vifit for me to my Spoufe^ whea all is (1111 
abod fait aflcep ? 

H 5 Vr^AKf, 
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Where can a woman be fafe, who has once entered 
the Lifts with a contriving and intrepid Lover ? 

But as to this Letter^ mechinks thou fjyeft, of Mifs 
Howe ? 

I knew thou wouldeft be uneafy for me : But did 
not I tell thee that I had provided for cvcry-thing ? 
That I always took care to keep S;?als entire^ and to 
prcferve Covers {a)i Was it not eafy then, thinkeft 
thou, to contrive a (horter Letter out of a longer j 
and to copy the very words ? 

I can tell thee, it was (o well ordered, that, not 
being fufpeAed to have been in my hands, it was not 
eafy to find me out. Had it been my Beloved's hand^ 
there would have been no imitating it, for fuch a 
length. Her delicate and even mind is feen in the 
very cut of her letters. Mifs Hawe'a hand is no bad 
one; but is not fo equal and regular.^ That licde 
devil's natural impatience hurrying on her fingcn, 
gave, I fuppofc, from the beginning, her hand- wriiiDg^ 
as well as the reft of her, its fits and llarts, and thoCe 
peculiari-ics, which, like ftrong mufcular lines in a 
fice, neither the pen, nor the pencil, can mifs. 

Hafl: thou a mind to fee what it ^2isl permitted 
Mifs Howe to wrire to her lovely friend ? Why theu' 
reid it here, as extra6i:ed from hers of Wcdnefday 
laf}, with a few additions of my own. The additions 
undcrfcored. 

A/v dcarcji Friend^ 
XT'OU will perhaps think, that I have been too long 
-*■ filent. But I had begun two Letters at different- 
limes fince my laf^, and written a great deal each time • 
and wi h fpirit enoutji, I aiTure you \ inccnlid as I was- 
2[;ninn the abominable wre'ch you are with, particu- 
larlv on reading youis of ihe 21 (I of the pufl month. 

The FIRST I intended to keep open till I c«;uld 
give you iuittc account of my proceedings witli Mtf^ 

Towiii"- 
[a) See p. so. 
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TowAfead, Ic was fooie dafs before I faw her : And 
this intervenient rpace giving roe time to reperufe 
what I had written, I thought it proper to lay thac 
aiidei and to write m a (lyle a little lefs fervent; for 
you would have blamed me, I knew, for the freedom 
of fome of my expreffions [Execrations if you pleafe.] 
And when I had gone a good way in the second> 
the change in your profpedls, on his communicating 
to you Mifs Montague's Letter, and his better beha- 
viour, occaiioning a change in your mind, I laid thac 
aiide alfo: And in this uncertainty thought I would 
wait to fee the iffue of affairs between you before I 
wrote again;, believing that all would fooabe decided • 
one way or other.-— ^ 

* * vr- 

Here / v/as forced to* break 'off^ I am7<55 little my.- 
own miftrcfs — My Mother (^) is always up and 
down ; and watching as if I were writing to a Fellow, 
What need I [(he alks me] Jock my/elf in (c), if I 
am only reading pafl correlpondcncies ? For that is 
my pretence, when (he comes poking in with her face 
ihafpened to an edge, as 1 may fay, by a curiofity, 
that gives her more pain than pieafure — The Lord - 
forgive me; but I believe I ili*ll huff her next time 
ihe comes in. - 

Do you forgive me too, my d^ar. My Mother 
ought; becaulc fhe fays, I am my Father's girl; and > 
becauie I am fure I am hers. 

Upon my life, my Jear^ 1 am fometimes of opinion ^ that 
this vile man was capable of meaning your dijhonour, - 
When I look back upon his paji conduHy I cannot help 
thinking fo i What a villainy if Jo I — But now I hope^ 
atid verily believe^ jhat he has laid afide fuch thoughts. - 
My reafons for both opinions 1 'will give you. 

For the fir ft ; to^ufit, that 1^ had it once in his head 
to take you at advantage if he could, I conJider\d)y th\t ' 

H 6 Tcld^^ > 



Let. 1 4. Clarifla Harlowe. 157 

litms (whom Mr. Hickman knows to be a man of 
eminence in his profeffion) has aAaally as good zt 
finiflied the Settlements: That two draughts of them 
have been made ; one avowedly to be fent to this vety 
Captain Tomlinfon : And I find, that a Licence has 
actually been more than once endeavoured to be ob- 
tained, aud that difficulties have hitherto been made 
equally to Lovelace's vexation and difappointment. 
My Mother's ProAor, who is very intimate with the 
Proctor applied to by the wretch, has come at this 
information, in confidence ; and hints, that as Mr.- 
Lovelace is a man of high fortunes^ thefe difficulties 
will probably be ^ot over. 

I had once refolved to make JlriSl inquiry about Tom- 
infon / and ft ill, if you willj your Uncle* s favourite 
Hwfekeeper may hefounded, at diftance. 

i know that the matter is folaid (/', that Mrs. 
Hodges is fuppofcd to know nothing of the treaty fet 
on foot by means of Capt. Tomlinfon. But your 
Uncle is an old man ijt) ; and old nicn imagine them* 
felves to be under obligation to their paramours, if 
younger than themfelves, and feldom keep ^ny thing 
from their knowledge. — Yet, mcthinks, there can be 
DO need ; fince Tomlinfon, as you defcribe him^ is fo 
good a man, and {o much of a gentleman ; the end 
to beanlwered by his being an impoAor fo much more 
than neceffary, if Lovelace has villainy in his head.— 
And thus what he communicated to you of Mr. Hick- 
man's application lb your Uncle, and of Mrs. Nor* 
ton's to your Mother (fomc of which particulars I am 
faiisfied his vile agent Jofeph Leman could not reveal 
to his viler employer); his pufhingon the Marriage- 
day, in the name of your Uncle ; which it could not 
anf wer any wicked purpofe for him to do ; and what 
he writes of your Uncle's propoial, to have it thought 
that you were married from che time that you had 
lived in one houfe together ; and that to be made to 

^"^^^ 
(i) &rp. i/. (Q p, jc. 
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agne wltb-.4he time of Mr Hickmvi's vifn to your 
Unclpt ibe iofiftiog oo a irully perfon's being prefenc 
Rt tLc Ccremonyi it that Uncle's oomination — Thcfe 
thiogi mike mc t^urt^ that he n'-m at lafl means ho- 
nmraify, 

. BBt^,4l{tmtXf^id dcl.iyi Jh'>uld happen on his fide, 
■■ atya^nlimt, m^ wr, viih the vi'y Street inhere Mrs. 
9M4ir nifii cn^ vitre Mrs. FretchviUe't houfi it 
/itiMtd'Xviltli J OMw* find that y.u hive ever mcn- 
titmd « ymr Jinur Utters — inhich is a little cddj i 
tad' IwUl mttktJlnS inquiries of them, and f Tarn- 
&)An fa»; mpd I viiU (if your heart iviil let you take 
ti^MivutJ Jim precurt you a refuge from him loitii' 
Mri. Trm^nd. 

-But vtkf da I nowi vAm y»u Jitm iv i» ii^ fi gfiod^ 
tr^t puxxU and ptrfbx-jiu luitb mf-ratrt/ptBiMtK' 
And ytt tbtj. maj.tt ^ ijft <o j*!*, i£ aa^, dthf A^^: 
M tij ptrt. . '- 

But that i tiUnk' cannot -well- be. H^hat ymt h^- 
there/on naw ta de^ is, fa to behave to this pra^d^ 
fpirited vreicif at may hani/b from his mind all reaum" 
irante of paft difobligadons (/), and to receive bis - 
addreScs, as tbofe of a betrothed Lover. You will' 
incur the ceafure of Prudery and AfiVftatiou, if you . 
keep him at that diflauce, which you have hitherto 
kept him at. His fuddea (and as fuddeoly recovered) 
iUoefs has given him nn opportunity to find out that 
you love him [Alas! my dear, I. knew you Ipved - 
bim !] He has fcemed to chanijc-his naiurc, and is alt 
love aod geatleacfs. j^ti4 no laore quarrels new^ (' 
befeech you. 

lam very angry viith him, nevertheless, for the free* 
Jems which he took -with your perjan (m) ; and I think ' 
fame guard is necejjary, as he U certainly an encraacher. 
But indeed all men are fo j and you ore fuch a charm- 
ing creature, and have kept him at fch a diflance! — 
But no more, of (hit futjeii. Only, my dear, he not 
over- ■ 
See p. 13. . . (.m^ lot. Wv Uwci Ui, 



Let. 14. Clarifla Harlowe. 159. 

over-nice ^ now you are Jo near the State. You fee what 
difficulties you laid yourfelf under ^ when Tomliofoa's 
Letter called you again into the wretches company. 

If you meet with no impedimeots, no new caufes 
of doubt (;2), your Reputation in the eye of the world 
is concerned, that youlhould be his, and^ as your Uncle 
rightly judges^ be thought to have been hisj before now* ■ 
And yet, let me tell youy I can hardly bear to thinks 
that thefe Libertines fhould be rewarded for their viU 
lainy with the bcft of the Sez> when the worft of it 
are too good for them. 

I fhall fend this long Letter by Collins (0), who 
changes his day to oblige me. As none of our Let- 
ters by Wilfon's conveyance have mifcariied, when 
you have been in more apparently difagreeable fitua* 
tioos than you are in at pre&nt, I have no doubt that 
Tkis will go fafe. 

Mifs Lardner (/>) (whom you havefeen at her Cou- 
fin Biddulph*s) faw you at St. James's Church on 
Sunday was fortnight. She kept you in her eye du-- 
ring the whole umt y but could not once obtain the. 
notice of yours, tho' (he couricfied to you twice 
She thought. to pay her compliments to you when thcj 
Service was over^ for fhe doubled not but you were 
married — and for an odd reafon — Becaufe you came 
to church by yourlclf. — Every eye, as ufual, where- 
evcr you arc, ihe faid, was upon.you ; And this feem J 
ijQg to give you hurry, and you being nearer the door 
than fhf, you Aid out befoie (he could gp to you. . 
But (he ordered her fervanc to follow you till you were 
houfed. This fervant faw you Aep into a chair which 
waited for you ; and you ordered the n^n to carry 
you to the place where they took you up. She de^ 
fcrihes the houfe as a very genteel houfe, and fie to re- 
ceive people of fafhion : y^nd ivhat makes- me mention , 
thist isy that perhaps you will have a- vifit from her -^ 
or mejfge, at leaA^ 

. St^ 

(»; Seep. 43* W ^* 4S« ^"^ ^- "VV 
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So that you have Mr. Doieman^s tefthnony to the cre^ 
dit of the houfe and people you are with \ and he is a 
man of fortune, and fome reputation ; formerly a Rake 
indeed ; but married to a woman of family ; and ha« 
ving hada paliyblow, one would think, a penitent (q)» 
You have aijo Mr. Menne/Ps at leaft paffive tejiimony \ 
Mr. Tomlinion's ; and now^ ^<^(V> Mifs Lardner*s ; 
fo that there wili he the lefi need for inquiry : But you 
know my hify and inquifitive temper^ as well as my 
affeSlion for you^ and my concern for your hmour. But 
ail doubt willfoon be loft in certainty* 

Neverthelifs I muft addy that I would have you com- 
mand me up, if I can be of the lead fervice or plea- 
fure to you (r). I value not Fame; I value not Cen- 
fure; nor even Life itielf, I verity think, as I do your 
Honour and your Friendihip — For is not your Ho- 
nour my Honour ? And is not your Friendfliip the 
Pride of my Life ? 

May Heaven preferve you, my dcareft creature, in^ 
Honour and Safety, is the prayer, the hourly prayer, 
of 

Your ever- faithful and affeftionate 

Thurjday Morn, 5. Anna Howe. 

I have written all night. Exctife indifferent wri' 
ting. My crova quills are worn to the JiumpSy and 
I mujl get a new jufply, 

Thefe Ladies always write with crow-quills, Jack. 

If ihou art capable of taking in all my providencest 
in this Letter, thou wilt admire my iagaciiy and con- 
trivance almoft as much as I do myfclf. Thou leeft, 
that iViifs Lardner, Mis. Sindair, Tomlinfon, Mrs. 
FretchviUe, Mennell, are all mentioned in it. My 
firft liberties with her perlon alfo [Mjdel^y, mo- 
dcfiy, Bcltord, I doubt, is more contiDtd to Time, 
Place, and Occafion, even by the mod delicate minds, 
than thofe minds would have it believed to bej. And 

why 
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why all thefe taken notice of by me from the genuine 
Letter, but for fear fome future Letter from the Vixen 
ibould efcape my hands, in which (he might refer to 
thefe names ? And if none of them were to have been 
found in this that is to pafs for hers, I might be routed 
boffe and foot ^ as Lord M. would phrafe it in a like 
cafe. 

Devili(h hard (and yet I may thank myfelf) to be 
put to all this plague and trouble i — And for ichat 
doft thou aik ? — O Jack, for a triumph of more value 
to me beforehand than an Imperial Crown ! — ^Don'c 
afk me the value of it a month hence. But what in- 
deed is an Imperial Crown itfelf, when a man is ufed 
to it ? 

Mifs Howe might well be anxious about the Letter 
ihe wrote. Her iweet friend, from what I have leC 
pais of hers, has reafon to r^oice in the thought that 
it fell not into my- hands* 

And now muft all my contrivances be fet at work, 
to intercept the expected Letter from Mifs Howe; 
which is, as I fuppofe, tu dircA her to a place of 
fafety, and out of my knowledge. Mrs. Townfcnd 
is» no doubt, in this cafe, to fmuggle her off. I hope 
the viUain, as I am fo frequently called between thefe 
two girls, will be able to manage this point. 

But what, perhaps, thou aikeft, if the Lady fhould 
tike it into her head, by the connivance of Mifs Raw* 
lioSf to quit this houfe privately in the night ? 

I have thought of this. Jack. Does not Will, lie ' 
in the houfe I And isn ot the Widow Bevis my faft 
friend I 

LETTER XV. 

Mr. Lovelace, To John Belford, Efq; 

Saturday f 6 o* clocks June lo. 
HP HE Lady gave Will.'s Sweetheart a Letter laft 
^ night to be carrrjed to the Poft houfe as this 
momingi dire^cd for Mifs HowC) \^udtt .c^'^t'c v^ 
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Hickmaa. I dare fay neither Cover Dor Letter will 
be feen to. have been opened. The contents but eight 
lines — To own — 'The receipt of her double-dated 

* Letter in fafety; and refeiring to a longer Letter, 
^ which (he intends to write, when fhs ihall have a 
^ quieter heart, and lefs trembling fingers. But men-. 

* tions fomething to have happened QMy detefting 
' her (he means] which has given her very great fiut- 

* ters, confuiions, and apprehenfions : But which (he 

* will await the ilTue of [Some hopes for me hence« 

* Jack!] before fhe gives her frefh perturbiition or 
^ concern on her account. — She tells her how impa- 

* tient fhe (hall be for her next/ 6rc. 

Now, Bclford, I thought it would be but kind in 
me to fave Mifs Howe's concern on thefe alarming 
hints ; iince the curiofity of fuch a fpirit mud have 
been prodigiouily excited by them. Having therefore 
fo good a copy to imitate, I wrote ; and, taking oot 
that of my Beloved, put under the fame cover the 
following fhort billet *, iafcriptive and conclufive parts 
of it in her own words. 

HamJIead, Tuejday Evening, 
I\Iy ever dear Mifs Howe^ 
A Few lines only, till calmer fpirits and quieter fin- 
^^ gers be granted me, and till I can get over the 
fhock which your intelligence has given me — To ac- 
quaint you — that your kind long Letter of Wcdnef- 
day, and, as I may fay, of Thurld:iy morning, is 
come fafc to my hands. On receipt ot yours by my 
mcffenger to you, I fent for it from Wilfon's. There, 
thank Heaven! it lay. May that heaven reward 
you for all your pad, and for all your intended good- 
nefs to 

Your for -ever obliged 

Cl. Harlowe. 

J took great pains in writing this. It cannot, I. 
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hope, be fufpcftcd. Her hand is fo very delicate. Yet 
hers is written lefs beautifully than (he ufually writes : 
And I hope Mifs Howe will allow fomewhat for hurry 
•ffpiritSi and un ft eady fingers. 

My confideration for Mifs Howe's eafe of mind ex- . 
tended ftill farther than to the Inllance I have men- 
tioned. 

That this billet might be with her as foon as pofll* 
b!e (and before it could have reached Hickman by the 
pod) 1 difpatched it away by a fervaot of Mowbray'i, 
Mifs Howe, had there been any failure or delay> migh% 
as thou wilt think, have communicated her anxieties 
to her fugitive friend; and ihe to me perhaps in a way 
I'ihould not have been pleafed with. 

Once more wile thou wonderingly quedion — All 
this pains for a fiogle girl ? 

• Yes, Jack! — But is not this girl a Clabissa I — 
And who knows, but kind Fortune, as a reward for 
my perfeverance, may tofs me in her charming friend ? 
Lefs likely things have come to pafs, Belford. And to 
be fure I (hall have her, if I refolve upon it. 

LETTER XVI. 

Mr Lovelace, To John Bilford, E/j; 

Eight o'clocky Sat. Morn. June lo. 
T. AM come back fiom Mrs. Moore's, whither I 
-'- went in order to attend my Charmer's commands. 
But no admittance-*— A very bad nighr. 

Doubdefs (he muft be as much concerned, that fhe 
has carrried her refentments fo very far, as I have rea- 
fon CO be, that I made fuch a poor ufe of the oppor- 
tunity I had on Wednefday nignt. 

3ui now. Jack, for a brief review of my prefent 
fituation: and a flight hint or two of my piecau- 
tions. 

I have feen the women this morningi and find them 
half right, half-doubting- 
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Mifs Rawliiis*8 Brother tells her, that (he lives at 
Mirs. Moore *s. 

Mrs. Moore can do nothing without Mifs Rawlins. 

People who keep lodgings at public places exped^to 
get by every one who comes into their purlieus. Tho' 
not permitted to lodge there myfelf, I have engaged all 
the rooms (he has to fpare, to tlie very garrets; and 
thatt as I have told thee before, for a month certain^ 
and at her own price, board included ; my Spoufe'a 
and all : But (he muft not at pref^nt know it* So I 
hope I have Mrs. Moore f <ft by the intereft. 

This, devil-like, is fuiting temptations to incUna- 
tions. 

I have always obferved, and, I believe, I have hint- 
ed as much formerly (/?), that all dealers, tho^ but for 
pins, may be taken in jy cultomers for pins, fooner 
than by a direA bribe of ten times the value; efpe* 
dally if pretenders to confciencc : For the ofibr of a 
bribe would not only give room for -fofpicion ; bat 
would ftartle and alarm their fcrupuloufnefs ; while a 
high price paid for what you buy, is but I'ubmitting to 
be cheated in the method the ptrion makes a profef- 
fion to get by. Have I not faid that human nature is 
a rogue {b) ? — And do not I know that it is ? 

To give a higher ini^ance. How many proud Se- 
nators in the year 1 720. were induced, by prcfents or 
fubfcriptions of South*Sea Stock, to contribute to a 
fcheme big with national ruiii; who yet wouid have 
(purned the man who fhould have prefjmcd to offer 
them even twice the fum certain, that they had a 
chance to gain by the Stock I — But to return to tsxj 
review^ and to my precautions. 

Mils Rawlins fluctuates, as fhe hears the Lady's 
Story, or as Ihe hears mine. Somewhat of an latidel^ 
I doubt^ IS this Mifs Rawlins. I have not yet confi- 

dered 

(«) Vol. III. p. I do. 

l^) ibid. p. itfp. aad Vol. p. SS* 
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dered her foible. The next time I fee her, I will take 
particular notice of all the moles and freckles in her 
mind ; a ad then infer and apply. 

The Widow fievis, as I have told thee, is all mj 
own. 

My man Will, lies in the houfe. My other new 
fellow attends upon me; and cannot therefore be quite 
fiupid. 

Already is Will, o^er hpad and ears in love with one 
of Mrs. Moore's maids. He was (truck with her the 
moment he (et his eyes upon her. A raw country 
v^ench too. But all women^ from the Countefs to 
the Cook- maid, are put into high good humour with 
themfelves when a man is taken with (hem at firfl: 
fight. Be they ever {o piain [No woman can be ugly% 
Jack!] they'll find twenty good rcafons, befides the 
great one (for Sake* s fake) by the help of the glafs 
without (and perhaps in fpite of it) and conceit withiot 
to juftify the honed: fellows caption. 

•'The Rogue. has faved i^o/. in my Services- 
More by 50 than I bid him fave. No doubr, he thinks 
he might have done fo ; though I believe not worth a 
groat. *< The bcft of maClers I — PafBonate, indeed ; 
■* but foon appeafed."^ 

The wench is extremely kind to him already. The 
other maid is alfo very civil to him He has a huf- 
band for her in his eye. She cannot but iay> that Mr. 
Andrew, my other fcrvant QThc girl is for fixing the 
ferfon\ is a very well fpoken civil young man. 

** We common folks have *our joys, and pleafe 
«' your Honour, fays honed: Jofeph Lemon, like as 
** our betters have \a) " And true fays honeft Jofeph. 
-^Did I prefer cafe to difficulty, I (hould envy thele 
low-born finners fome of their joys. 

But if Will, had not made amorous pretenfions to 
the wenches, we all know, that Servants, united in 

one 
{a) Vol. in. Letter zlui. 
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Mifs Rawlins*8 Brother tells her, that (he Uves at 
Ifrs. Moore *s. 

Mrs. Moore can do nothing without Mifs Rawlins* 

People who keep lodgings at public places exped^to 
get by every one who comes into their purlieus. Tho' 
not permitted to lodge there myfelf, I have engaged all 
the rooms (he has to fpare, to the very garrets; and 
thatt as I have told thee before, for a month certain, 
and at her own price, board included; my Spoufe*s 
and all : But (he muft not at prefent know it. So I 
hope I have Mrs. Moore f^ft by the inter eft. 

This, devil-like, is fuiting temptations to inclina- 
tions. 

I have always obferved, and, I believe, I have hint- 
ed as much formerly (/v), that all dealers, tho^ but for 
pins, may be taken in jy cultomers for pins, foooer 
than by a direA bribe of ten times the value; efpe- 
cially if pretenders to confciencc: For the ofibr or a 
bribe would not only give room for Tufpicion; bat 
would flartle and alarm their fcrupuloufn^fs ; while a 
high price paid for what you buy, is but lubmitiiog to 
be cheated in the method the ptrlon makes a profef- 
fion to get by. Have I not faid that human nature is 
a rogue (b) \ — And do not I know that ic is ? 

To give a higher inflance. How many proud Se- 
nators in the year 1720. were induced, by prcfents or 
fubfcriptions of South-Sea Stock, to contribute to a 
fchsme big with national ruiu; who yet wouid have 
ipurned the man who fhould have prefjmcd to offer 
them even twice the fum certain, that they had a 
chance to gain by the Stock ? — But to return to my 
review, and to my precautions. 

Mils Rawlins tiudtuaies, as fhe hears the Lady's 
Story') or as ihe hears mine. Somewhat of an Iiitidel, 
I doubt, IS this Mifs Rawlins. I have not yet confi- 

dered 

(a) Vol. III. p. 160. 

(^) Ibid, p. 169, aod Vol. p. ss* 
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dered ber foible. The next time I fee her, I will take 
particuiar notice of all the moles and freckles in her 
m\nd ; and then infer and apply. 

The Widow fievis, as I have told thee, is all mj 
own. 

My man "Will, lies in the houfe. My other new 
fellow attends upon me; and cannot therefore be quite 
ftupid. 

Already is Will, over hpad and ears in love with one 
of Mrs. Moore's maids. He was (truck with her the 
moment he fet his eyes upon her. A raw country 
v^ench too. But ail women, from the Countefs to 
the Cook- maid, are put into high good humbur with 
themfelves when a man is taken with (hem at firfl: 
fight. Be they ever fo plain [No woman can be ugly% 
Jack!] they'll find twenty good rcafons, befides the 
great one (for Sake* s f ah) by the help of the glafs 
without (and perhaps in fpite of it) and conceit withiot 
to juftify the honed: fellows caption. 

** The Rogue, has faved iso/. in my Services- 
More by 50 than I bid him fave. No doubr^ he thinks 
he might have done fo ; though I believe not worth a 
groat. '< The beft of mafters I — PafBonate, indeed ; 
•' but fooD appeafed.'^ 

The wench is extremely kind to him already. The 
other maid is alfo very civil to him He has a huf- 
band for her in his eye. She cannot but fay, that Mr. 
Andrew, my other fervant QThe girl is for fixing the 
ferfon\ is a very well fpoken civil young man. 

** We common folks have *our joys, and pleafe 
«' your Honour, fays honed: Jofeph Lemon, like as 
** our betters have \a) " And true fays honeft Jofeph. 
—Did I prefer cafe to difficulty, I (hould envy thele 
low-born finners fome of their joys. 

But if Will, had not made amorous pretenfions to 
the wenches, we all know, that Servants, united in 

one 
{a) Vol. in. Letter zlui. 
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• world muft ftand ftill for iheirT^/iriVxT A goodfe- 

• male word, Jack !] : The grcateft triflers in the crca- 
^ tiofi, to fancy themfelves the mod important beings 

• in it — Marry C9me up! as I have heard Goody Sor- 

• lings fay to her fcrvanis, when flic has rated at them, 

• with mingled anger and difdain.* 

After all, methinks I want thefe tojllcations [Thou 
fecft how women, and women's words, fill my mind] 
to be over, happily over, that I may fit down quietly, 
and rcfleft upon the dangers I have pafi!ed thro', and 
the troubles I have undergone. I have a refle^mg 
mind, as thou knowefl ; but the very word reflecting 
implies All got over. 

What briars and thorns does the wretch rufli into 
(a fcratched face and tattered garments the unavoid- 
able confcquence) who will needs be for flriking out a 
new path thro' dvergrown Underwood ; quitting thai 
beaten out for him by thofe who have travelled the 
fame road before him I 



* * « ♦ 

# * 



A VISIT from the Widow Bevis, in my own apart- 
ment. She tells me, that my Spoufe had thoughis laft 
night, after I was gone to my lodgings, of removing 
fj (>m Mrs. Moore'g. 

I almoft wifli flie had attempted to do fo. 

Mifs Rawlins, it feems, who was applied to upon 
it, difTuaded her from it. 

Mrs. Moore alfo, iho* flie did not own that Will. 
lay in rhe houfc (or rather fat up in it, courting) fct 
before her the difficulties, which, in her opinion, (he 
would have to get clear off, without my knowledge; 
afluring her, that (he could be no-where more /afe 
than with her, till (he had fixed whither to go. And 
the Lady herfelf recollcded, that if flie w^nt, ihc 
might mifs the expcfted Letter from her dear friend 
Mils Howe-, which, as fhe owned, was to dircft her 
future Aeps. 

She muft alfo furely have fome curiofity to know 
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what her Uncle's friend had to fay to her from her 
Uncle, contemptuoufly as (he yefterday treated a man 
of his ioiportance. Nor could (he, I fiiould think* be 
abfblutely determined to put heiTelf out of the way of 
receiving the vifits of two of the principal Ladies oF 
my family, and to break entirely with me in the face 
of them all. — Befides, whither could (he have gone ? 
— Moreover, Mifs Howe's Letter coming (after her 
elopement) fo fafely to her hands, muft furely put h«r 
into a more confiding temper with me, and with ever^y 
one elfe, tho' (he would not immediately own it. 

But ihefe good folks have fo little charity ! — Are 
fuch fevere cenfurersi — Yet who is abfalutely perfeEi P 
— ^It were to be wiflied, however, that they ivould be 
fo modeft as to doubt themfclvcs fometimcs: Then 
would they allow for others, as others (cxcelleat as 
they imagine themfelves to be) mufl for them. 

Saturday^ One e'chck. 

ToMLiNSON at laft is come. Forced to ride five 
tQiles about {(ho' I (hall impute his delay to great and 
important btifinefs) to avoid the fight of two or three 
impeninent rafcals, who, little thinking whofe affairs 
tc was employed in, wanted to obtrude themfelves 
uppn him. I think I will make this fellow eafy, if he 
i)ehave to my liking in this affair. 
i fent up, the moment he came. 

She defired to be e^^cufcd receiving his yifit till four 
this afternoon. 

Intolerabk! — No confideration ! — None at all in 
this fex, when their curfcd humours are in the way! 
—Pay-day, pay-hour^ rather, will come! — O that it 
were to be the nesct ! 

The Captain i? in a pet. Who can blame him ? 
£ven the women think a man of his confequence, and 
gencroufly coming to ferve w/, hardly ufed. Would to 
heaven fiie had attempted to get off laft ai^hv^ 'Ww^ 
>women not mv tncmies; who knows but \3cl^ Ylw^'^^tv^" ^ 

Vol. K I ^^c^\.^^ 
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exerted authority might have met with fuch cooni- 
vance, as might have concluded either in carrying her 
'back to her former lodgings, or in confummation at 
Mrs. Moore *s, in fpite of exclamation's, fits, and the 
reft of the female obfecrations ? 

My beloved has not appeared to anybody this day, 
except to Mrs, Moore. Is, it feems, .extremely low-: 
Unfit for the interefting converfation that is to be held 
in the afternoon. Longs to hear from her dear friend 
Mifs Howe — Yet cannot expc^ a Letter for a day or 
two. Has a bad opinion of all mankind. — No won- 
der ! — Excellent creature as (he is! with fuch a Fa- 
ther^ fuch Uncles^ fuch a Brother^ as (lie has ! 

How does (he look? 

Better than could be expefted from yefterday's fa- 
tigue, and laft night's ill reft. 

Thefe tender doves know not, till put to it, what 
they can bear; efpecially when engaged in Love- 
affairs ; and their attention wholly engrofled. Bui the 
Sex love bufy fcencs. Still-life is their averfion. A 
woman will create 2i ftorm, rather than be without one. 
So as they can prefide in the whirlwind, and direft it, 
they arc happy.— But my Beloved's misfortune is, that 
/he muft live in tumults; yet neither raife them her- 
i'elf, nor be able to controul them. 

LETTER XVm. 

iV/r. I.ovELACE, 71? John Belford, £/^; 

Sat* Night f June lo. 
"TVf H A T will be the iflue of all my plots and con- 
^^ trivances, devil take me if I am able to divine. 
But I will nor, as Lord M, would fay, forejial my 
own market. 

At Four, the appointed hour, I fent up, to dcfire 
admittance in the Captain's name and my own. 

She v.'ould wait upon the Captain prcfently [Not 
upon me /J: and in \he parlour, if it were cot en- 
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The dining-room being miney perhaps that was the 
reafon of her naming the parlour — Mighty nice again, 
if fof — No good fign for me, thought I, this ftiff 
pun&ilio. I 

In the parlour, with me aiid the Captain, were Mrs^ 
Moore, Mifs Rawlins, and Mrs Bevis. 

The women faid, they would withdraw, when the 
Lady came down. 

Level. Not, except fhe choofes you (hould, Ladies.-— 
People who are fo much above-board as I am, need not 
make fecrets of any of their affairs. Befides you three 
Ladies are now acquainted with all our concerns. 

Capt. I have fome things to fay to your Lady, that 
perhaps flic would not hcrfelf choofe that any-body 
iheuld hear; not tv^nyou^ Mr. Lovelace, as you and 
her family are not upon fuch a good foot of under- 
{landing as were to be wiQied. 

LoveL' Well, well. Captain, I muft fubmit. Give 
MS aiign to withdraw; and we will withdraw. 

It was better that the exclufion of the women fhould 
come from him, than from mc. 

Capt, I will bow, and wave my hand, thus — when 
I wiih to be alone with the Lady. Her Uncle dotes 
upon her. I hope. Mr. Lovelace, you will not make 
a Reconciliation more difficult, for the earneAnefs 
which my dear friend fliews to bring it to bear: But 
indeed I muft tell you, as I toJd you more than once 
4fefore^ that I am afraid you have made lighter of the 
occaijon of this mifunderitanding to me, than it ought 
<© have been made. 

LoveL I hope, Captain iTomlinfon, you do not 
Hjueftion my veracity ! 

Capt. I beg your pardon» Mr. Lovelace — But thofc 
-things which we men may think lightly . may not 
be light to a woman of delicacy. — And then, if you 
have bound yourfclf by a vow, you oug^ — 

Mils Rawlins bridling, her lips clofo^d ^\SC \iRX 
-mouth lirct^bcd to sl fmi-lc of approbuxKot^^ \>aR\o^^^ 

I z "^"^ 
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for not battoniog) lacirly (hewed herfelf pleafed with 
the Captain for his delicacy, 

Mrs. Moore c&uU fpeak — f^ery true, however, was 
all (he faidy with a motioa of her head that ezpreiTed 
the bow-approbatory. 

For my parr, faid the jolly widow, flaring with eyei 
as big as eggs, I know what I know — But Man and 
Wife arc Man and Wife ; or they are not Man and 
Wife.— -I have no notion of Handing opon fuch nice 
ties. 

But here (lie* comes ! cried one, hearing her cham- 
ber-door open — Here (he comes ! another, hearing it 
ihut after her— And down dropt the angel among us. 

We all ftood up, bowing and courtefying; and 
could not help it: For (he entered with fuch an air as 
commanded all our reverence. Yet the Captain looked 
plaguy gi*ave. 

CV. Pray keep your feats, Ladies — Pray do not go 
^For they made offers to withdraw ; yet Mifs RsLwlins 
*vould have bur(l, had (he been fuffered to retire.] 
Before this time you have heard all my Story,. I make 
no doubt — Pray keep your feats — At leaft all Mr 
i-ovelace*s. 

A very faucy and whimfical beginning, thought I. 

Capt. Tomlinfon, your fervant, addreffing herfelf 
to him with inimitable dignity. I hope you did not 
take amifs my declining your vifit yefterday, I was 
really incapable of talking upon any fubjedt that re- 
jquired attention. 

Capt, I am glad I fee you better now. Madam, I 
hope I do. 

67. Indeed I am not well. I would not have ex- 
cufed myfelf from attending you fome hours ago, but 
in hopes I fliould have been better. I beg your par- 
don, 8ir, for the trouble I have given you ; and fhall 
the rather expeft it, as this day wil/^ I hope, conduii 
if ali. 

2'hus fctl thus deunmu^iiV xJxqm^x l—Yet to 

8 V^^^ 
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have flept upon it ! — Bat» as what (he faid was capable 
of a good> as well as a bad conftruAion> I would not 
put ao unfavourable one upon it., 

LoveL The Captain was forry, myt dear, he did not 
offer his attendance the moment he arrived yefterday. 
He was afraid that you took it amiis that he did not* 

67. Perhaps I thought that my Unde's friend might 
have wiihed to fee me as loon as he came [How we 
ftarcd!] — Buc^ Sir [to me] it might be convenUnt t9 
you to detain him. 

The devil* tt^bught I ! — So there really was rcfcnt- 
flient, as well as head-ach, as my good friend Mrs. 
Bevis obTervedi in her refuiing to fee the honed gen* 
tleman. 

Captt. Tou 'Kould detain me* Mr. Lovelace — I was 
fbr paying my refpefb to the Lady the moment i 



C/. Well, Sir, [imterrupting him] to wave thisj- 
fbr T would not be thought captious*— If you have not 
fuffered inconvenience, in being obliged tacome again*. 
I^ (ball be eafy. 

CapU [half-difconcerted]. A little inconvenience, t^ 
can't '£iy but I have fufi^red. I have» indeed, too'- 
many affairs upon my hands. But the deiire I have to* 
itrve you and Mr. Lovelace, as well as to oblige my 
dear friend your Uncle Harlowc, make great incon* 
▼eniencies but fmall ones. 

CL You are very obliging, Sir. — Here is a great 
alteration (ince you parted with us lad. 

Copt. A great one indeed, Madam ! I was very 
much furprifed at ir, on Thurfday evening, when Mf 
liovelace condufled me to your lodging?, v^aere wo 
hoped to find. you. 

CL. Have you any-thing' to fay to me, Sir, from 
my Uncle himfelf, that requires mj private ear!- 
Don't go. Ladies [fbr the women ftood up, and of-* 
fered to withdraw] — If Mr; Lovelace ftays| I am furc 



nrnti ms»p 
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I frowned. I bit my lip. I looked at the womeo^ ; 
and (book my head. 

Capt. I have nothing to offer, but what Mr. Love- 
lace is a party to, and may hear, except one . private 
word or two, which may be poftponed to the laft. 

CI. Pray, Ladies, keep your feats.— Things arc al- 
tered, Sir, fince I faw you. You can mention no- 
thing that relates to me now, to which that gentlmc^^ 
can be. a party. 

Capt. You farprife me, Madam ! I am forry to 
hear this! — Sorry for your Uncle*s fake! — Sorry for 
your fake I — Sorry for Mr. Lovelace's fake 1 — And yet 
I am fure he mu(l have given greater occafion than 
he has mentioned to me, or — 
. Level* Indeed) Captain, Indeed, Ladies, I have told 
yoji great part of my Story I — And what I told you 
of my offence was the truth : — What I concealed of 
my Story was only what I apprehended would, if 
known, caufe this dear creature to be thought more 
cenforious than charitable. 

CI. Well, well, Sir, fay what you plcafe. Make 
ivic as black as you pleafe. Make yourfelF as white as 
you can. I am not now in your power: That con- 
iideration will comfort me for all. 

Capt, God forbid that I fliould offer to plead in be- 
half of a crime, that a woman of virtue and honour 
cannot forgive I But fuiely, furely, Madam, this is 
^oing too far. * 

CJ. Do not blame me, Cajnain Tomlinfon. I have 
a good opinion of you, as my Uncle's friend. But if 
you are Mr, Lovelace's friend, that is another thing; 
for my intercfts and Mr. Lovelace's muft now be for 
ever feparated. 

Capt. One word with you, Madam, if you pleafe— 
offering to retire. 

CI You niay fay all that you pleafe to fay before 

thefe gentlewomen. Mr. Lovelace may have fecrets. 

J have noDCt You fccm to think me faulty : I fhould 

be 
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be glad, that all the world knew my heart. Let my 
enemies fit in judgment upon mj actions ; Fairly fcan- 
oedy I fear not the refult. Let them even aik me m/ 
snoft fecret thoughts, and, whether they make for me, 
or againft me, 1 will revealthcm- 

Capt. Noble Lady ! who can fay as you fay ? 

The women held up their hands and eyes y each as 
if fhe had faid. Not I. 

No diforder here! faid IVIifs Rawlins : But (judging. 
by her own heart) a confouoded deal of improbability* 
I believe fhe thought. 

• Finely /aid, to be fure, faid the Widow Bevif , flirujg- 
ging her fhoulders. 

Mrs. Moore fighed. 

Jack Belford, thought I, knows all mine : And in < 
this I am more ingenious than any of the three, and a 
fit match for this paragon. 

Ci» How Mr. Lovelace has found me out here, I* 
cannot tell. But fuch mean devices*, fuch artful, fuch 
worfe than Waltham difguifes put on, to obtrude him- 
fclf into my company ; fuch bold, fuch (hocking un- 
truths— 

Capt. The favour of but one word, Madam, in . 
private — 

CL In order to fupport a right which he has not* 
over me! — O Sir, O Capt. Tomlinfon 1 — I think I. 
have reafon to fay, that the man (There he ftands 1); 
18 capable of any vilenefs ! — 

The women looked upon one another, and up6Q. 
me, by turns, to fee how I bore it. I had fuch dart* 
iogs in my head at the inftant, that I thought I fhould; 
have gone diftra£ted. My biain feemed on fire. What"' 
would I have given to have had her alone with me 1 — 
I traverfed the room ; my clenched fid to my fore*' 
head. O that I had any-body here, thought I, that : 
Herculcs-like, when flaming in the tortures of Deia* 
oira's poifon'd fliirt, I could tear in pieces I 

Capt, Dear Lady ! iee you not Kov \.\it ^^tvc ^tw*- 

1. 4. ^\sask 



176 The History of Vol. s* 

tieman — Lord, how have I impofed upon your Un- 
cle, at this rate ! How happy, did I tell him, I fa.w 
you ! How happy I was iure you would he in each. 
other ! 

67. O Sir, you don't know how many premedl> 
tated offences I had forgiven when I faw you lafl:, be- 
fore I could appear to you« what I hoped then I 
might for (he future be ! — But now you may tell my 
Uncle, if you pleafe, that I canoot hope for bis me- 
diation. Tell him, that my guilt, in giving this^ maa 
an opportunity to fpirit me away from my iried^ my 
expemnced, my natural intti^s (harfhiy as they treat* 
ed me) (lares me every day more and most in the 
face \ and flill the more, as my fate feems to be draw- 
ing to a crifis, according to the malediflton; of my 
o^nded Father ! 

And then ihe burft into tears, which even aficficd 
that dog who, brought to abet me, was himfcif all 
Bil/orded over. 

The women, fo ufld to cry without grief, as they 
are to laugh without reafon, by mere force of example 
[Confound their promptitudes!] muft needs pull out 
their handkerchiefs. The Icfs wonder, however, as 
I myfelf, between confufion^ furprize, and concerp^ 
could hardly Aand it. 

What's a tender heart good for ! — Who can be 
happy that has a feeling heart ? — And yet ihou'lt fay, 
that he who has it not, muft be a tiger, and no man, 

Capt, Let me beg the favour of one word with you. 
Madam, in private ; and that on my own account. 

The women hereupon ofFercd to retire. She iofift- 
ed, that if they went, / fliould not (lay. 

■Caft, Sir, bowing to me, fhall I beg — 

I hope, thought I, that I may truft this folemn dog, 
inflru^led as he is. She does not doubt him. FU ftay 
cut no longer than to give her time to fpend her firft 
iire. 

/ then paiSvely withdrew^ wuh the women — But 

vi\\.h 
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with fuch a bow to my goddefs, that it wont for me 
every heart but that I wanted mofi to win \ tor the 
Aaughty maid bent not her kaee in return. 

Tne converfation between the Captain and the 
Lady, when we were retired, was to the following 
effedl: Th^y both talked loud enough for me to hear 
them : The Lady from anger, the Captain with dc- 
fignj and thou mayeft be fure there was no liflencr 
but myfelf. What I was imperftA in was fupplied 
afterwards; for I had my vellum-leaved book to note 
all down* If fhe had known this, perhaps (he would 
have been more ipariog. of her invedtives — ^aod but 
perhaps neither. - 

He told her» that as her Brother was abfblutely re« 
folved to fee her ^ and as he himfelf* in compli; nee 
with hei: Uncle's expedienr, had reported her Mar- 
riage ; and as that report had reached the ears of Lord 
M. Lady Betty, and the reft of my relations ; and a:s 
he had been obliged, in conlequence of his firft re- 
port, to vouch it ; and as her Brother might find ouc 
where flie was, and apply to the women here for a 
confirmation or refutation of the Marriage ^ he had 
thought himfelf obliged to countenance the report be- 
fore the women: That this had cmbarrafled him noc 
a little, as he would not ror the world that fhe (hould 
]^ave caufe to think him capable of prevarication, con- 
trivance* or double-dealing: ^ndthat this made him 
defirous of a private converfation with her. 

It- was true, (he laid, (lie had given her confent to 
fuch an expedient, belii-'ing it was her LOzc/^'s ^ and 
little thinking, that it would lead to fo many errors. 
Yet fhe might have known, that one error is fre- 
quently the parent oi many. Mr. Lovelace had made: 
her fenlible of the trutti of that obfervation, on more 
occafioQs than one ; and it was an obfervation that he 
the captain had made, in one. of the letters that was 
ihcwn her yefterday (a). 

I 5 Ya 

{a) Sec p, JOO, 
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He hoped, that fihe had no miftruft of him : That 
(he had no doubts of his honour. If, Madam, you 
fufpeft roe — If you think me capable — What a man 
— ^The Lord be merciful to me! — What a man muft 
you think me ! 

I hope. Sir, there cannot be a man in the world 
who could deferve to be fufpeAed in fucli a cafe as 
this. I do not fufpeft you, If it were poffible there ^ 
could be one fuch a man, I am Aire, Capt. Tomlinfon, 
a Father of Children^ a Man in yearsj of Senfe and 
Experience, cannot be that man. 

He told me, that juft then, he thought he felt a 
fudden fla(h from her eye, an Eye-beam as he called 
it, dart thro' his ihivering reins; and he could not 
help trembling. 

The dog's Confcience, Jack! Nothing clfc! — I 
have felt half a dozen fuch flalhes, fuch eye-beaiDS« 
in as many different converfations with this foul-pjer- 
cing beauty. 

Her Uncle, fhe muft own, was not accuftomed 
to think of fuch expedients : But fhe had reconciled 
this to herfelf, as the cafe was unhappily uncommon \ 
and by the regard he had for her honour. 

This fet the puppy's heart at eafe, and gave him 
more courage. 

She afked him, If he thought Lady Betty and Mifs 
Montague intended her a vifit ? 

He had no doubt but they did. 

And does he imagine, faid ihe, that I could be 
brought to countenance to them the report you have 
given out ? 

[ / had hoped to brir.g her to thiSy Jack, or Jhe had- 
not feen their Letters* But I had told the Captain, 
that I believed I muft give up this expcdlaticn.] 

No. He belitved, that I had not fuch a thought. 
He was pretty Cure, that I intended, when I faw them^ 
to tell them (as in confidence) the naked truth. 

iJc (hen told her, thai her Uncle had ahcady made 
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fome fteps towards a general Reconciliation. The ma | 
menr^ Madam^ that he knows yon are really married* 
he will enter into conference with your Father upon it;. 
Ifaving actually exprefled to your Mather ^ his defire to 
be reconciled to you. 

And what^ Sir^ faid my Mother ? What faid my 
dear Mother? 

With great emotion (he alked this quedron ; hold-^ 
tug out her fweet face, as the Captain dercrib:d her* 
with the moft farneft attention^ as if (he would Ihortea 
the way which his words were to have to her heart. 

Your Mother, Madam* burft into tears upon it z 
And your Uncle was (o penetrated by her tender nefs* 
that he could ^not proceed with the fubje^t. But he 
intends to enter upon it with her in form* as foon as 
he hears that the Ceremony is over^ 

By the tone of her voice flis wepti The dear crca 
ture, thought I,, begins <o rdent ! — And I grudged 
the dog his eloquence. I could hardly bear the 
thought* that', any man breathing (hould have the 
ppwer which I had loA, of perfuading this high-iouled 
woman, tho' in my own favour. And, wouidit thou 
think it ? this reflection gav^ me more uneafinefs at 
the moment, than I felt from her reproaches, violent 
as they were \ .or. than I had pleafure in her fuppofcd ^ 
relenting. . For there is beauty, in every thing (he 
fays and does : Beauty in her paffion : Beauty in her 
tears! — Had the Capiain been a young fellow., and 
of rank .and fortune, ^^ throat would havebeeain 
danger; and 1 fhould have thought very hardly other, 

O Capt. Tomlinfon, faid' ihe, you know not whac 
Ilive iuOfered by this man's Arange ways. . lie had, > 
as I was not alhamed to tell him yeflerday, a plain 
path beforje him,. He at firft betrayed me into his 
power : But when 1 was ii\ it— There ihe ftopt. Then 
refuroing-^0 Sir, .you know not what a ftrange man > 
he has been 1 — An unpolite, a rough-manner'd man! . 
— la difgracc of his Bjnh, and£ducauou, Wii^ti^^a^ 
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Uilge, 8D UDpolite man ! — And ib aAiog, as if his 
woi'Jly and pcribnal advantages fet him above thofe 
graces which diftinguifh a gentleman. 

The firll woman that ever faid or that ever thought 
foof me^ that's my comfort, thought I! — But this 
(fpoken to her UneU's friend behind my back) helps to 
heap up thy already too-full meafure, dearcft I — It is 
down in my vellum-book. 

CI. When I look back on his whole behaviour to a 
poor young creature(fbr I am but a x^ery young crea* 
ture !) I cannot acquit him either of great folly, or of 
deepdefign — And, laft Wednefday — There ilheftopt; 
and I fuppofe turned away her face.^ 

I wonder (he was not aihamed to hint at wfaat-ihe 
thought fo fhameful ; and that to a man, and al9»e 
with him. 

Capt. Far be it from me. Madam, to offer to enter 
too clofely into fo tender a fubjeft. Mr. Lovelace 
owns, that ycu havereafonto be difpleafed with hioi.- 
But he fo folemnly clears himfeif to me, oipremedi* 
tat cd offence — 

67. He cannot clear himfeif, Mr. TomlinfoD. The 
people of the boufe mufl: be very vile, as well as he, 
I am convinced, that there was a wicked confederacy 
— But no more upon fuch a fubjed>. 

Capt. Only one word more, Madam — He tells me, 
that you promifed to pardon him He tells me — 

He knew, interrupted ihe, that he dcferved not 
pardon, or he had not extorted that promiie from me, 
Kor had I given it to him, but to fhield myfelf from 
the vlltft outrage — 

Capt. I could wifh, Madam, inexcufable as his be* 
haviour has been, fincc he h2i%'Jome thing to plead in the 
reliance he made upon yonv promt fe \ that, for the fake 
of appearances to the world, and to avoid the mifchicfs 
that may follow if you abfolutely break vvith him> you 
could prevail upon your naturally generous mind to 
i^j an obijgation upon hin b^ your forgiveneis. 
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Capi. Your Father and Mother, Madam, deplore 
a Daughter loft to them, whom your geoerofity to Mr« 
Lovelace naj reftore : Do not put it to the poifible 
chance, that they may have caufe to deplore a double 
lofs ; the lofing of a Sotii ^ well » a Daughter^ who^ 
by his own violence, which you may perhaps preveat^ 
mav be for ever loft to them> and to the whole family* 

She paufed. She wept. She owned, that £he felt 
the force of this argument. 

I will be the making of this fellow, thought L 

Capt, Permit me> Madam, to tell you, that I do 
not think it would be difficult to prevail upon your 
Uncle, if you infift upon it» to come up privately to 
town, and to give you with his own hand to Mr. Love- 
lace-— Except, indeed, your prefent mifundcrftanding 
were to come to his ears. — Bc:iides, Madam, your 
Brother, it is likely, may at this very time be in town ; 
aiKl he is refolved to find you out — 

CL Why, Sir, fiiould I be fo much afraid of my 
Brother? My Brother has injured mey not i him. Will 
my Brother offer to me, what Mr. Lovelace has offer- 
cdl — Wicked, ikigrateful man ! to infult a fiiendlefs, 
unprotected creature,^ made friendkfs by himfelf! — I 
cannot,, cannot think of kim in the light I once 
thought of him. What, Sir, to put myielf into the 
power of a wretch, who has adted by me with fo 
much vile premeditation I who ihall pity, who (hail 
excufe me, if I do, were I to fuffer ever fo much from 
him? — No, Sir. — Let Mr» Lovelace leave me — Let 
my Brother find me. 1 am not fuch a poor crea- 
ture, as to be afraid to face the Brother who has in- 
jured me. 

Capt, Were you and your Brother to meet only to 
confer together, to ezpoftuiate, to clear up difficulties^ 
ic were another thing. But what, Madam, can you 
think will be the iffue of an interview (Mr. Sqlmes 
with him) when he finds you unmarried, and refulvcd 
never to have Mr. Lovelace \ fuppoliiv^ ^^^V^^^^sl"^ 
were ffffi to iouxfac ; which caunM \^ \i&»>^'c^^\ 
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a Wdt Sir; I oui oQlf fify I in « fO^^itMgiqr 
Cftanve I— I aioft lefigo cordue wlltof FiroildcaoB, ms 
be padent snder efll% whidi ilicr wU noc pernit «m 
toiluiii. Bai I htfc taken n J ni(nf oqn* ]fr*L6«i-^ 
lace caa never sake me liartpja ndr I him* I ink 
here only £» a Leiter*£r6fn Mnt Hove* Hut nmft 
deiemiine nic-« 

• Deiemdne yon aa lo BIr» Lovdaeer Madam! in-- 
aermpied Uie Captain. 

€Z I am alreadf determined at to Uai; 

Cdft, If it be not io hit ftvonr^ Ihave done. I^n* 
not uTe ftnmger wgomcnts than I have nfed^ and k 
vpooU lie impertinent to repeat them*. If you cannor 
for^ve hk afienee* I am fiire it mnft have been moA . 

Eater than he hat^owned to me-iryonoueaUblot^ 
ermined^ be pteafcd to kr me koM what I^fhaHfqr 
. to joor Unck ? Ton were plcafcd to iaU iiii /ri^jiiwr 
ii^ vmUfut an md Uwiatyou cklM my tfmj0i I< 
flionid not have thought it any, could I have been an 
humUe meant of recoociiing perfoat of wordi and ^ 
honour to eagh other. 

Here I entered with a folemn air. 

Lkiveli Mr. Totnlinfon, I have heard a great part' 
of what has pafTed between you and this unforgiving; 
(however otherwife excellent) Lady, . I am cut to the 
heart to find the dear creature fo determioed. 1 could . 
not have believed it poflible, with fuch profpefts, that 
I had fo little a fhare in her efteem. Nevcrthckfs, I . 
muft do myfelf juftice with regard ta the offence Ix 
was fo unhappy as to gi^e, fince I find you are ready, 
to think it much greater thanit realty was. 

CL I hear not, Sir, your recapitulations. I am^ 
and ought to be, the fole judge of infults ofifeced to / 
sny perfon. I enter not into difcuiSon with. you, nor 
hear you on the (hocking fubje*^.. And was going.. 

I^ut myfelf between her and the door*— You tnaf 

hear all I have to fay, Madam. My fault is not of 

fuch a nacurej but that you may, I will be a juft ac^ 

eufcr Q£mj(el£'g and w'llk noic vio\tfx4 ^qw ^^slv . 
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I then protefted that the Fire was a real .fire [So ic 
was]. I difclaimed [iefs truly indeed] premeditation. 
I owned that I was hurried on by the violence of a 
youthful paffion, and by a fudden impulfe, which few 
other perfons, in the like fituation, would have been 
able (o check : That I withdrew at her command and 
entreaty, on the promife of pardon, without having 
offered the leaft indecency, or any freedom, that 
would not have been forgiven by perfons of delicacy, 
furpriied in an attitude fo charming — Her terror^ on 
the alarm of fire, calling for a Toothing behaviour, and 
perfonal tendernefs, fhe being ready to fall into fits : 
My hoped-for happy Day fo near, that I might be 
prefumed to be looked upon as a betrothed Lover — 
And that this excufe might be pleaded even for the wo» 
menofthe houje^ that they, thinking us a^tuallv mar- 
ried, might fuppofe themfelves to be the leis con- 
cerned to interfere on fo tender an occafion — There, 
Jack, was a bold infinuation in behalf of the women ! 
High indignation filled her difdainful eye. Eye-beam 
after Eye-beam fiafhing at me. Every feature of her 
fwcel face had foul in it. Yet (he fpoke not. Perhaps, 
Jack, {he had a thought, that this flea for the 'women 
accounted for my contrivance to have her pais to them 
as married, when \Jirft carried her thither. 

CapU Indeed, Sir, 1 mufl fay that you did not well 
to add to the apprehenfionsof aLady fo much terrified 
before. 

The dear creature offered to go by me. I fet my 
back again A the door, and befought her to ftay a few 
moments. I had not faid thus much,^ n^y deareA crea- 
ture, but for j/02/r fakc,^ as well as iov my oun, that 
Captain Tomlinfon fhould not think I had been viler 
than I was. Nor will I fay one word m6re on the fub- 
jedt, after I have appealed to your own heart, whether 
it was not necefiary, that I {hou\d/ay/o much\ and to 
the Captain, whether o.herwife he would not h^ve gone 
away with a much worfe opinion o£ n\c^ \£ Vi^ Vwv^ 
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judged of my offence by the ?iolence of your refenc* 
ment. 

CapU Indeed IJhouU. I own I fhould. And I am 
very glad, Mr. Lovelace, that you are able to'defeodv 
jourfelf thus far. 

CL That caufe muft be well tried, where the offender 
takes his feat upon the fame bench with the judge. — 
I fubmit not mine to men — Nor, give me leave to fay, . 
to Tou, Captain Tomlinlbn, tho* I am wriiing to have, 
a good opinion of you. Had not the man been aiTured 
that he had influenced you in his favour^ he would ^ 
not have brought you up to Hamilead. 

Capt. That I am influenced^ as you call it, .Madam,- . 
is for the fake of your Uncle, and for your own fake, 
more (I will fay to Mr. Lovelace's face) th^in for his. - 
What can I have in view, but Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion ? I have, from the/r/7, blamed, and 1 now, ^j//r, 
blame, Mr. Lovelace, for adding diftrefs to dillreis, 
and terror to terror; the Lady, as you acknowledgC| 
Sir ^looking valiantly'] ready i^e/ore to fall into fits 

Lovel, Let me own to you, Captain Tomlinfon, 
that I have been a very faulty, a very foolifii man ; and, 
if ibis dear creature ever honoured me with her Love, 
an ingratefitl one. But I have had too much reafon to 
doubt it And this is now a flagrant proof that (he 
never had the value for me which my proud heart 
wiflied for ; that, with fuch profpefts bi:fore us ; a 
Day fo near j Settlements approved and drawn ; her 
Uncle meditating a general Reconciliation, which, for 
^^r fake, not my own, I was defirous to give into;, 
flv^ can, for an offence fo really flight, on an occaflon 
fo truly accidental, renounce me for ever ; and, with 
me, all hopes of that ileconciliation in the way her 
Uncle had put it in, and fhe had acquiefced with; and 
rifk all conlequencts, fatal ones as they may too 
poflibly be. — By my Soul, Captain TomUnfon, the 
dear creature niuft have hated me all the time Ihe was 
Jmeading to honour me wkhU^i: lia^ad* And now flic 
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muft refolve to abandon me, as far as I know, with a 
preference in her heart of the mod odious of men— 
jn favour of that Soimesg who^ as you teli me, accoca* 
panics her Brother: And with what hopes, with what 
view, accompanies himl-r-How can I bear to think, 
of this?— 

CL It is fit, Sir> that you (hould judge of my re* 
gard for you by your own confcioufnefs of demerit. 
Yet you know, or you would not have dared to behave 
to me as fometimes you did, that you had more qf it 
than you deferved. 

She walked from us ; and then returning, Capcaia 
TomHnfon, faid (he, I will own to you, that I was not 
capable of refolvtng to give my handt and — nothing 
tut my hamL Have I not given a flagrant proof of 
this ro the oncemoft indulgent of parents? which has 
brought me into adillrefs, which this man has height- 
ened, when he ought, in gratitude and honour, to 
have endeavoured to render it fupportable. I had even 
a iw. Sir, in his favour, I fcruple not to own it. 
Long (much too long!) bore I with his unaccount- 
able ways, attributing his errors to unmeaniHg gaiety^ 
aod to a want of knowing what true delicacy, and true 
genercpty^ required from a heart fufceptible of grate- 
ful impreiSons to one involved by his means in un- 
happy circumftances.' It is now Vfickedrtefs in hioa 
(a wickednefs which difcredlts all h\s firo/effims) to Uf, 
that his laft cruel and ingrateful infult was not a pre- 
meditated one. — But what need I fay more of this 
infuU, when it was of fuch a nature, that it has 
changed that bias in his favour, and made me choofe 
to forego all the inviting profpefls he talks of, and to 
run all bayards, to free myfelt from his power? 

O my deareft creature I how happy for us both^ 
had I been able to difcover thai bias^ as you conde« 
fcend to call it, through fuch reierves afr man never 
encountered with! -— 

He did difcover it|^ Captain Tomlinfoo. He bcou^bL<(. 
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mci mori than once^ to own Us the more needlefslf^ 
brought me to owa it, as I dare fay his own Vanity 
gave him no cau/e to doubt it\ and as I had apparently 
no other motive in not beiQg/9ru;ar^ to own it, than 
mj too judly-founded apprehenfions of his tjtfant <if 
generqfity. In a word, Captain Tomliafon (add now>. 
that I am determined upon my.meafures, I the lefs 
fcruple to fay it) I (hould have defpifcd myfelf, had 1 
found myfelf capable of Aff^iftation or Tyranny to 
the man I intended to marry. I have always blamed 
the deareft friend I have in the world for a fault of 
this nature. In a word — 

'Lovei. And had my angel really and indeed tjie- 
favour for me {he is pleafed to own ? — Deareft crea* 
tare, forgive me. Reftore me to your good opinion.. 
Surely I have not (ianed beyond forgivenefs. Ton 
fay, that I extorted from you the promife you made 
me. But I could not have prefumed to make that 
promife the condition of my obedience, had I not 
thought there luas room to expeEl forgivenefs. Permit^ 
I befecch you, the profpefts to take place, that were 
opening fo agreeably before us. I will go to town, 
and bring the Licence. All difficulties to the obtain- 
ing of it arc furmounted. Captain Tomlinfon fhall 
be witnefs to the Deeds. He will be prefent at the 
Ceremony on the part of your Uncle. Indeed he 
gave me hope, that your Uncle himfelf — 

Capt. I didy Mr. Lovelace: And I will tell you my 
grounds for the hope I gave. I propofed to my dear 
friend (Your Uncle, Madarn) that he fhould give out, 
that he would take a turn with me to my little Farm- 
houfe, as I call it, near Northampton, for a week or 
fo. — Poor gentleman ! he has of late been very little 
abroad! Too vifibly indeed declining! — Change of 
Air, it might be given out, was good for him. — But 
I fee. Madam, that this is too tender a fubjeft — 

The dear creature wept. She knew how to apply 
as meant the Captain's hint to the Qccajion of her Un- 
ck*s decliaing ftate oi lieaU\x. Caje. 
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Capt, We might indeed, I told him, fet out in that 
road, oat turn fbort to town in my chariot ; and he 
might fee the Ceremony performed with his own 
eyes, and be the defired Father, as well as the beloved 
Uncle. 

. She turned from us, and wiped her eyes. 
Capt, And, really, there feem now to be but two 
obje^ions to this; a's Mr. Harlowe difcouraged not 
the propofal — The one, the unhappy mifundcrftand- 
ing between you ; which I would not by any means 
he fliould know ; fiqce then he might be apt to give 
weight to Mr. James Harlowe's unjuA furmizes.— 
'!('he other, that it would neceHarily occafion fome 
delay to the ceremony ; which certainly may be per- 
formed in a day or two — If — 

And then he reverently bowed to my goddefs. — 
Charming fellow ! — But often did I curfe my ftars, for 
making me fo much obliged to his adroitneO. 

She was going to fpeak ; but, not liking the turn 
of her countenance (altho*, as I thought, its fe verity 
and indignation Teemed a little abated) I fatd, and had 
like to have, blown myfclf up by it— One Expedient 
I have juft thought of—* 

CL None of your Expedients, Mr. Lovelace! — I 
abhor your Expedients, your Inventions — I have had 
too many of them. 

Lovei* See, Capt. Tbmlinfon'^ — See, Sir— O bow 
wc expofe ourfelves to you! — Little did you think, I 
dare fay, that we have lived in fuch a continued mif* 
underdanding together !*— 3ut you will make the belt 
of it all. We may yet be happy. O that I could 
have been alTured, that this dear, creature loved me 
wuh the hundredth part of the Love I have iovherl — . 
Our diffidences have been mutual. I prefumed to fay, 
that fhe has too much punftilio : I am afraid, that I 
have too little. Hence our difficuhies. But I have a 
Heart, Capt, Tomlinfon, a Heart, that bids me hope 
for her Love, becaufe it is refolved to dj^fcfve it a^ 
much as maa can de/ervc it. Ca^t ^ 
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Capt. I am indeed- Airpriled at what I have feen 
and heard. I defended Mr. Lovelace, Madam, in 
the offence he has given jrou — As a Father of Daugh- 
ters niyfelf, I canmt defend him ; tho' his fault feems 
to be lighter than I had apprehended — But in my con- 
fctence, Madam, I think you carry your refentment 
too high. 

Ct. Too high. Sir ! — Too high> to the man that 
might have been happy if he would! — ^Too high to 
the man that has held my foul in fufpenfe an hundred 
times, iince (by artifice and deceit) he obtained a 
power over me !— Say, Lovelace, thyfelf fay. Art 
thou not the very Lovelace* wha by infulting me^ 
haft wronged thioc cw/i iSro^^i.^— The wfeich tfcit ap* 
pearcd in vile difguifes, perfonating an old lame crea- 
ture, feeking for lodgings for thy fick wife? — Telling^ 
the gentlewomen here, Stories ail of thine own ib- 
vention; and aflerting to them an huiband*s r^bt* 
CTcr rac, which thou haft not ? — And is it [turniaj 
to th€ Captain] to be expected, that \ (faould* give- 
credit to the protcftations of fuch a man ? 

LoveL Treat me, deareft creature, as you p-leafe, 
I will bear it; And yet your fcorn and' your violen^ce- 
have fixed daggers in my heart — But was it poifibe, 
without thofe difguifes, to come at your fpeech .^ — 
And could I lofe you, if ftudy,. if invention, would 
put it in my power to arreft your anger, and give me 
hope to engage you to confirm to me the promireJ 
pardon ? The addrefs I made to you before thxi wo- 
men, as if the Marriage-ceremony had paiTcd, was in 
confequencc of what your Uncle had advifed^ and 
what jQU had acq^uiefced with , and the rather made, 
as your Brother, and Singleton, and Solmes, were 
refolved to find out whether what was reported of 
your Marriage were true or not, that they might take 
their meafures accordingly ; and in hopes to prevent 
that mifchief, which 1 Jhave been but fcj? ftudious to 
prevent, Gncc this tamenefs has but invited infolencc 
£roin four BcothQV and his coaJtd^tax.^^,. 
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CL O thou f^rangc wretch, how thou talked ! — 
But, Captain Tomlinfon, give mc leave to fay, that, 
were I inclined to enter farther upon thisfubjeA^ I 
would appeal to Mifs Rawlins's judgment (Whom 
el(e have I to appeal to r) She feems to be a perion 
of prudence and honour ; but not to any Marl's judg* 
ticnti wheher I carry my refentment beyond tit 
bounds, when I refolve — 

Copt. Forgive, Madam, the interruption — But I 
think there can be no reafon for this. You ought, as 
yoo faid, to be the file judge of indignities offered 
you. The gentlewomen here are Grangers to you* 
You will perhaps ftay but a little while among them, 
if you lay the (fate of your cafe before any of them, 
and your Brother come to inquire of them, your Un- 
cle's intended mediation will be difcovered, and ren- 
dered abortive — /{hall appear in a light that I never 
Appeared in, in my life — for thefe women may not 
^think themfelves obliged to keep the fecret. 

Charming fellow! 

a, O what difficulties has one fatal flep involved 
me in 1 — But there is no necefSty for fuch an appeal 
to any-body. I am refolved on my meafures. 

Gip/. Ahfilutely refolved. Madam? 

CV. I am. 

Capt. What fliall I fay to your Uncle Harlowe^ 

Jdadam ? — Poor gentleman ! how will he be furprifed i 

r-Tou fee, JMr. Lovelace — You fee. Sir— turning to 

me, with afiourifhinghand — But you may thankyour 

Jelf^Ani. admirably ftalked he from us. 

7ruey by my Soul^ thought I. I traverfed the room, . 
. and bit myunperfuafivelips, now upper, now under, 
ibr ^vexation. 

He made a profound reverence to her-— And went 
.to the window, where lay his Hat and Whip ; and, 
.ts^xig them up, opened the door. Child, faid he, to 
fomcbody he faw, pray, order my fervant to bcui^ 
wjhxxtb 10 ihc doox-** 



'JEtmriL- Tod viNi^ go^ Sir;-:-l ho^ nta tfoo^t t^^^ 
I hB tfic nnluppieft man ia the world I — ToQ p«8\ 
go — Yet sUsl-^Bot joa won't go, Sirl — Tli^c 
BM? be yet ht^ei ihit Ltdj Betty may biw fbUc 

QMi Dtar Mr. XbTelicef and may not my wor- 
ll^Meadt wa alfeAiooUe Uncle, hope for /ome in- 
■ flMnci-opoo bie Dtm^tf^ecs? — But I beg pardon 
— A Letter will iUwey«.SiKl me dirpofed tnfcrvG tbc 
LKiy. feud that u veU for her fake, as for ihe Tdke 
of Bty deir frieqd. 

She had ihrowa berfelfintoherch^i ber net'caft 
dttwo': She vat eiotionleft, «■ Id a profoaod Inidf.'' 

"The Capnin bo*ed to her again ; Bot.inEt with no 

rctBrDtohii bowi Mr. L«w/ac«j faid he (withifiair 

. of e^oalliy aod iadependtiTce} lamTtiri. '' '^;* 

SiUl the dear-onaccouDtable fat u immoTeablgi^i 
fliiuc I {Itrriog neither hand, foo^ bead, noir qi^ 
I ilever before faw any one in io profound a reTCne^ 
in fb waking a dream. 

He pafled by her to go out at the door (fac fat near, 
tho' the paSage by thcocher door was bia direft way} 
and bowed again. She ino*cd not. I will not difturb 
the Lady in her meditarions, Sir, — Adieu, Mr. Love* 
lace — No farther, I hijeech you. 

She flarting, iighing — Are you going, Sir ? 

Capt. I am, Madam. I could have been glad to 
do you Tervice : but I fee it is not in my power. 

She flood up, hclding out one hand, wiih inhnt- 
table dignity and fweeinefs — I am forry you are going 
Sir! — I can't help it — 1 have no friend to advifc with 
—Mr. Lovelace has the art [or good fortune, per- 
haps I Qioiild call it] to make himCelf many. — Welt, 
Sir, — If you will go, I can't help it. 

Capt, I will mi go. Madam ; his eyes twinkling, 
[Again ieized with a £c of huicanity \^ I will not go, 
ii my longer flay can do you cither fervice or pleafure. 
What, Sir, ^luroing 10 melwVai, SAt. ■Lovtlacc, was 
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your Expedient ? — Perhaps fomething may be offered, 
Madam — ^ • 

She iighed and was filent. 

Revenge, invoked I to my/elf, keep thy throne in 
my heart. — Jf the v/urper Love once more drive thee 
from it, thou wilt never regain pojfejfton ! 

LoveL What I had thought of, what I had in- 
tended to propofe, [and I fighed] was this. That the 
dear creature, if (he will not forgive roe, as {he pro- 
•mired* will fufpend the difpleafure (he has conceived 
againft me, till Lady Betty arrives. — That Lady may 
be the mediatrix between us. This dear creature 
may put herfelf into her protection, and accompany 
her down to her Seat in Oxfordlhire. It is one c^ 
her Ladyfhip's purpofes to prevail on her fuppofed 
new Niece to go down with her. It may pafs to 
every one but to Lady Betty, and to you, Capr. 
Tomlinfoif, and to jour friend Mr* Harlowe (as he 
deiires) that we have been fome time married : And 
. .her being with my relations, will amount to a proof 
to James Harlowe, that we arey and our Nuptials 
may be privately, and at this beloved Creature's plea« 
fure, folemnizedj and your report, Captain, authen- 
ticated. 

Capt. Upon my honour. Madam, clapping his 
hand upon his bread, a charming cxpediem ! — This 
will anfwer every end. 

She mufcd— She was greatly perplexed — At laft, 
•God diredl me ! faid fhc : 1 know not what to do— A 
young unfriended creature ! Whom have I to advifc 
with ! — Let me retire, if I can retire. 

She withdrew with flow and trembling feet, and 
vrent up to her chamber. 

For heaven's fake, faid the penetrated varl||r[his 
'hands lifted up] ; For heaven's fake, take compaffion 
upon this admirable woman ! — I cannot proceed^^I 
<annot proceed — She dcferves all things— 

Softly !w.4ama the fellow I— Tkt >R^mwi «^ «^* 
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He fobbed up his grief — turn'd about — hemm'd up 
a more manly accent — Wipe thy curfed eyes — He did. 
The Sunfhine took place on one cheek, aod fpread 
flowly to the other, and the fellow had his whole face 
again. 

The women all three came in, led by tbat ever- 
curious Mifs Rawlins. I told them, that the Lady 
was gone up to confider of every-thing : That we 
had hopes of her. And fuch are prefentation we 
made of all that had pafTed, as brought either tacit or 
declared blame upon the fair PerTerfe for hardnefs of 
heart and over-delicacy. 

The Widow Bcvis, in particular, put out one lip, 
tofled up her head, wrinkled her forehead, and made 
fuch motions with her now lifted-up, now caft-down 
eyes, as (hewed, that fhe thought there was a great 
deal of perverfenefs and affedlation in the Lady. Now- 
and-then flie changed her cenfuring looks to looks of 
pity of mc — But (as (he faid) She loved not to ag- 
gravate ! — A poor bufincfs, Cod help's ! fhrogging up 
her flioulders, to make fuch a rout about ! And then 
htr eyes laughed heartily — Indulgence was a good 
thing! Love was a good thing! — But too much was 
too much ! 

Mifs Rawlins, however, declared, after fhe had 
called the Widow Beris, with a prudifh fimper, a 
comical gentlewoman! That there rouft be fomethiog 
in our Story, which llie could not fathom ; and went 
from us into a corner, and fat down, feemingly Texed 
that fhe could not. 

LETTER XIX. 

Mr, Lovelace. In Continuation, 

TH E Lady ftaid longer above than we wiflicd^ 
and 1 lioping that (Lady-like) Ihe only waited 
for ail invitation to icturu to >^S| deficcd the Widow 
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» the Captain^s name {who wanted to go to 
town 40 requeft the favour of her compaof. 

I cared oot to /end vp either Mifs Rawlins or Mrs. 
Moore -on the errand, left mf beloved fhould be in a 
9^mmunicative AfpofUion s efpecially as ihe had hinted, 
mt an appeal to Mifs Rawlins; who, befides, has fnch 
an «nbound«d curiofity* 

Mrs. Bevis prefently returned with an anfwer (wink- 
jng and pinking at ine) that the Lady would follow 
-her down. Mifs Rawlins could not but offer to retire, 
as the others did. Her eyes, however, intimated that 
ihe had rather ftay. But they not being aofwered as 
ihe fcemed to wlfli, fiie went with the reft, but with 
Hower feet ; and had hardly left the parlour, when 
the Lady entered it by the other door; a melancholy 
-dignity in her perfon and air. 

She fat down. Pray, Mr. Tomlinfon, be feated. 
He took his chair over againft her. I ftood behind 
liers, that I might give him agreed-upon fignals, (kould 
there be occafian for them. 

As thus — A wink of tbe left^eye was to figaify 
Pujb that point J Captain, 

A wink of the right, and a nod, was to indicate 
yipprobattm of what he had faid. 

My £ore-finger held up, and biting my lip. Get off 
if that ^ as f aft as poffible. 

A right-forward nod, and a ffown — Swear to it, 
•Captain. 

My whole fpread hand. To take care not to fay too 
-much on that particular fuhjetl, 

A fcouling brow, and a poiicive nod, was to bid 
iiim riffiin his temper, 

Aifi Fhefe motions I could make, even tho(e with 
my i^n4s' without holding up my arm, or moving my 
wriftf l^d^ikt women been there; aS| when the mo* 
uons wdi^f^reed upon, I knew not but they would* 

She hemmed— I was going to fpeak, to fpare hex 
fuppofed confufion: But this Lady ut\ct v(^ti\% ^fcs?- 
VOL. V. K Vwv« 
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fence of mind, when prefence of mind is necefiary ei- 
ther to her honour, or to that confcious dignity which 
diftinguiflies her from all the womei; I ever knew. 

J ha^ been coniidering, fajd^lhe, as well as I was 
dblei of every-thing that has pafTed ; and of all that 
lias been faid } and of my unhappy Situation. I mean 
no ill ; I wi(h no ill, to any creature living, Mr. Tom* 
linfon. I have always delighted to draw favourable 
rather than unfavourable conclufions; fometimes, as 
it has proved, for very bad hearts. Cenforioufnersy 
whatever faults I have, is not naturally my fault.—- 
Suty circumflanced as I am ; treated as I have beenj 
• unworthily treated, by a man who is full of contri' 
vances, and glories in them — 

Lovel. My dcardl Jiife! — But J will not interrupt 
you. 

CI. Thus treated, it becomes me to doubt— It con- 
cerns my honour to doubt, to fear, to apprehend—^ 
Your intervention. Sir, is fo feafonable, fo kind, for 
this man — My Uncle's expedient, the firft of the 
kind be ever, I believe, thought of ! a plain, honeft, 
good-minded man, as he is, not affc£Ung fuch Expe- 
ilientsr-Ycur ^^eport in conformity to it-^The confc- 
quences of that report.; The alarm taken by my Bro- 
ther; His rafti reiolution upon it^-The alarm taken 
by Lady Betty, and the reft of Mr. Lovelace's rela» 
tions — The fudden Letters written to him upon it, 
which, with yours, he (hewed me — All ceremony^ 
^moDg perjTons born obfervers of ceremony, and intitled 
to value themfelves upou ^heir diJiin8iony difpenfed 
with — All thefe iWngs have happened Jo quicks and 
fome of them/? fcafonable — 

Lovei, Lady Betty, you fee, Madam, in her Let- 
ter, difpenfes with punftilio, avowedly in compliment 
to you. Charlotte^ in hers, profeiTes to do the fame 
for the fame reafon. Good Heaven ! that the refped 
intended you bjb^tt relations, who, in every other 
^ jfift^ are^^%(l}[|SmctiUous, (hould be thus couftrued! 
\^rg>9f. # ' They 
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They were glad. Madam, to have an opportunity to 
comprimcnt you at my expence. ^Every one of my- 
family takes ddight in rallyiog me. But their joy 
On the fuppofed occaiion'-— 

CI. Do I doubt. Sir, that you have not fobiething 
to fay, for any-thing you think fit to do? I amfpeak* 
rng to Captain TomHafon, Sir. I will you would be 
pleafed to withdraw-^ At leaft to come from behind 
rhy chair. 

Atid fhe loo'ked at the Captaia, obferving, no doubt^ 
that his eyes feemed to take lefibns from mine. 

A fair match^ by Jupiter ! 
■ The Captain was difconcctted. The dog had not 
had fuch a bhifh upon his face for ten years before, t 
bit my lip for vexation ; Walked about the room ; 
but neverthelefi took my poft again; and blinked 
i^'irhmiy eyes to the Captain> as a cautioti for him to 
take more care of his : And then fcouling with my 
brows, and giving the nod pofitivei I as good as faid^ 
Refent that^ Captain. 

Capt. I hope, Madami you have no fufpicion^ that 
I am capable-^ 

C/. Be not difpleafed with me, Captain l^omlinfon/ 
I have told you, that I am not of a iufpicious tem« 
per. Excufe me for the fake of my fidcerity." There 
IS not, i will be bold to fay, a fincerer heart in the 
world, than hers before you. 

She took out her handkerchief, and put it to her eyes. 

I was goiug, at the inftantj after her example, to 
touch for (he honeffy of my heatt \ but my confcieoco 
MennleiPd upon mc; and would not fuffL-r the medl« 
fated vow to pafs my lips.— 'A devililh thing, thought 
I, for a man to be fo liiclc himielf, wheo he has moft 
occaiion for himielf I 

The vilhiin TomiiDfon looked at me with a rueful 
face, as if he begged leave to cry for company* It 
might have been as well, if he had cried* A feeiinq^ 
heart, or the tokens of it given b^ ^ %!^^Sis^ ^\^% 

K z «^ 
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are verj reputable thiogs, trhea kc^a \n ^ioottoltDaocre 
by the occalfioa. 

Aod'berelct mc fisiirly o^n to tbee^ th^t trntmUff 
times in this trying con ver Albion I faid to myfelfp 'th«c 
ccmld I faa^c thought, that libould have had ajl this 
trouble, and incurfed all this guilt, I would have been 
honeft atifirft. But why, Jaclc, is thb dear tireature 
A>iovely4 jtt fo invincible ^^-^ver heatfdft thou be* 
forcp that the fweets of May bloflbmcd in December f 

Capt. Be pleafed^— beipleaf(^d| Madam^f you kavc 
doubts of my honour— 

A whining varlet ! He !(hould have -been quite %n^ 
gry-— Tor what gave I him the nod pofitive ? Hts 
fliould have ftalked again to the window, as for his 
Whip and Hat. 

CL I am only making fnch obfei^ations as my 
youth, my hiczperience, and my prefent unhappy 
circumftances, fugged to me — A worthy heart (fuclH 
I hope, is Captain Tomlinfon's) need not fear an 
examination — need not fear being looked into— 
Whatef cr doubts that man, who has been the Caufis 
9f my Errors, and, as my fevere Father imprecated, 
the Punijher of the Errors he has caufedt might have 
had of me, or of my honour, I would have forgiven 
hrm for them, if he had fairly propofed them to me: 
For Tome doubts perhaps yt/t:/^ a man might have of the 
future conduct of a creature whom he could induce 
to correfpond with him againft parefital prohthittoiu 
and again ll the lights it hie h her own judgment threw 
in upon her I And if he had propounded them to n>e 
like a man and a gentleman, I would have been glad 
of the opportunity grven me to clear my intcntipns, 
and to have (hewn my (elf intided to his good opinion 
— And I hope you, Sir — 

Capt. 1 -^m ready to hear all your doubts. Madam, 
and to clear tbem up — 

CI. I will only put it, Sir, to your Confcience and 

The 
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The dbg &t uneaff : He (hufflsd with bift feet: 
Her €je was upon him : He wa» cherelbrey after the 
fehoff he had met with| afraid to look at oe for my 
motioiit; and now turoed his eyes towards me, thea 
ftovB m€f dfi if he would unlook his qwa looks.. 

C/. -*— That is all true, that you have wriiteoi and 
that you have told toe. 

I gave* him a rtght««f6rward npd^ and a frown — is 
much as tx> fay-, Swear to k. Captain. But the vac- 
let did* not round it off as I would have had hicn- 
However, he averred that it was. 

He had hoped, he faid, that the circumftances with 
'Which his cocnmiffion was attended, and vi^at he had 
communicated to her, which" he could not know but 
JiWi bis dear friend her Unckj might have (hielded 
him even from iltt Jbadcfm of Aifpicioo — But I am. 
contented, faid he, ftammering, to be thought — t<v 
be thought — what — what you ^cafo to- think me— 
till, till you are fatisfied — 
A WhcMre's bird I 

CI. The circumftances you refer to, I^ muft owo^< 
mfgjte-ny fliieM youj Shr, from fiij^cioo— But the man 
befb^e you is a-man that would asihe ao aogel Aifpcft- 
ed, fhould that aogel plead for him. 

I came forward. Traverfed the room— Was indeed 
!n a bloody paHion — I have n&. patience. Madam !^ — 
And again I bit my unperiuafive lip — 

a.. No man' ought to be impatient at impotttiors 
he is not aihamed' to deierve. An innocent man noilt' 
not be outrageous upon fuch imputations. A guilty 
wazn ought mt, [Moft excellently would this chaim* 
log creaturr cap fentences with Lord M. I]' But I am 
not now trying- you,. Sir, [ro me] on the foot of 
your morris 1 am oiriy forry, that I am conftraincd^ 
to put queftions to this worthier gentleman [^Worthier 
gentleman. Jack!] which perhaps I ought not to 
put, fo far as they regard kimfelf. — And I hoqe^ 
Captain Tondinfbor that you^ wbo Vos^n xio^. '^^ 

K 3, \^ 
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Lovelace fo well as^ to my .unhappinefs^ I do, and 
Trho have Children of your own, will excufc a poor 
young crcaiure, who is deprived of all worldly prq- 
tejlion, and who has been infulted and endangered by 
the mod def.gning man in the tuorUf and perhaps 6jf a 
CQnfcdertLcy cf his creatures. 

There (he ftopt^ and Itocd up, and looked at me; 
Fear, neVenheiefs, apparently mingled with her an- 
ger. And fo it ought. I was glad, however, of 
this poor iign of Love — No one fears whom they 
value nor. 

U'cmenU tongues were licen/ed^ I was going to fay- 
But my conTcitnce would not let me call her a woman; 
nor ufe to her fo vulgar a phrafe. I eould only rave 
by my motions; lift up my eyes, fpread my hands, 
rub my face, pull my wig, and look like a foul. In- 
deed, 1 had a great mind to run mad. . Had I been 
alcne with her, I would; and {he Hiould have taken 
confequcnces. 

The Captain interpofed in my behalf; gently, how- 
ever, ard as a man not quiie fure that he was himielf 
r.cquitted. Some of ihc picas wc had both indfled 
on, he again enforced — And, fpeaking low — Pi.or 
gtnilemanl faid he, who can but pity him! — Indeed, 
ilcdi^m, it is cafy to fee, with all his failings, the 
power you have over him ! 

Cl. I have no plcafurc, Sir, in diftreffing any one 
—Not even him, who has fo much diftrclFed mc, — 
lut, Sir, when I think, and when I lee him before 
me, I cannot command my temper I — Indeed, in- 
deed. Captain Tomlinlon, Mr. Lovelace has not a6lcd 
^y ^w^ either as a grateful, or a generous man; nor 
even as a prudent one \ — He knows not, as 1 told him 
ytfterday, the value of the heart he has infulted ! 

There the argel llopt^ hei handkerchief at her 
eycF. 

O Bclford, Btldfoid ! that flic fliould fo greatly ex- 
cel, as to niakc me, at limes, appear as a villain in o^y 
owp eyes i I h^^ 
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I befought her pardon. I promifed, that it (hould 
be the ftudy of my whole life to dcfervc ir. My 
faults^ I faid, whatever they had been, were rather 
faults in her apprehevjiouy than in faSl, I befought 
her to give way to the Expedient I had hit upon — I 
repeated it. The Captain enforced it, for her Uncle's 
fake. I once more, for the fake of the general Re- 
conciliation; for the fake of all my family) for the 
fake of preveniiog further mifchief— 

She wept. She feemed (daggered in her refolution 
-—She turned from me. I mentioned the Letter o£ 
Lord M. I befought her to refjgn to Lady Betty's 
mediation all our difTerenceSf if Ihe would not forgive 
me before fhe faw her. 

She turned towards me — She was going to fpeak; 
but her heart was full — And again ihe turned awajT 
ber face-*Then, half-turning it to me, her handker*^ 
chief at her eyes — Aod do you really and indeed ex- 
peA Lady Betty and Mifs Montague ? — And do yoti 
—Again (he ftopt-^ 
. I anfwered in a folemnr manner; 

She turned from me her whole face^ and paufed^ 
and feemed to confider^ But, in a pafiionate accent, 
Jigaiii turning towards me [O how dijSicult, Jack, 
for a Harlowe.fpirit to forgive !] — Let her Ladyfhip 
come, if fhe pleafes, faid ihe — L cannot, cannot wi(h 
xo/ee her — And if I did fee her, and flie were to plead 
for you, I cannot wifh to hear her! — ^The^more I 
tbink^ the \th I can forgive an attempt, that I ant 
convinced was intended to dejtroy me. [A plaguy 
Aroog word for the occaiion, fuppofing (he .was rightl J 
What has my conduct been, that an infult oi fuchz 
nature fhould be offered to me, as it would be a weak* 
nefs in me to forgive ? I am funk in my own eyes! 
•—And how can I receive a vifit that muft deprefs me 
more ? 

The Captain urged her in my favour with greater 
carQ^ftne£B than before. We bocb cstu ^\3^\s^^>^\t.^^^» 
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I maj faj, for mercy and forgivenefir. [Didft thou 
sever hear the good folks taUc of taking heaven hf 
fiorm ?] — Cootrition repeaiedij avowed — A total Re- 
fbrmatioD promifcd — The happy expedient again ur* 
ged — 

CL I have taken nay meafurcs. I have gone too 
far to recede^ or to wijb to recede. My miad is pre- 
pared for adverfity. That I have not defarved the 
evils I have met with, is my confoladon ! — I have 
written to Mifs Howe what my intentions are. My 
hean b not with you«-It is ogaxnft you» Mr. Love- 
lace. I had not written to you as I did in the Letter 
I left behind me» had I not refolved^ whatever became 
of me, to renounce you for ever* 

I was full of hope now. Severe as her expreffions 
were, I faw fbe was afraid that I {hould think of what 
the had written. And indeed, her Letter is vicrience 
Ufelf. Angry peoph^ yaci, JbauU mvtr wriU wkite 
i!mr pc/Jion bclds. 

Level. The fevtrity you have fiiewn me. Madam, 
uhetler by pen or by fpeech, ihall never have place 
in my remembrance, but for your honcttr. In the 
light you have taken things, ali is deferved,^ and but 
the natural refult of virtuous refentment; and I adore 
you, even for the pangs you have given me. 

She was filent. She had employment enough with 
her handkerchief at her eyes. 

Lovel. You lament fomeiimes, that you have no 
friend J of your own Sex to ccnfult with. Mifs Raw- 
linf, I mult confcfs, is too inquifitivc to be confided 
in [I liked notj thoii mayeft think, her appeal to 
Mils Rawlins]. She may mean well. But I never in 
my life knew a pcrfon who was fond of prying into 
the fecreis of others, that was fit to be trufted. The 
cuiiofity of fuch is governed by pride, which is not 
gratified but by whifpering about a fccrct till it be- 
con.es public, in order to (luw either their confe- 
fjucncc or their iagacity. It is fo in every cafe. What 
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man or wonaan> who is covetous tf power ^ or of wealthy. 
h covetous of either* (or the fake of makmg ar right 
nfc o£ it ! — But'in the Ladies of my famflf yoii may 
confide. It is their ambition to think of jou^a^ one 
of themfelvesr Renew but your confent to pali to /Af 
ivorUf far the ftikc of yonr Uncic's Expediency amj. 
for the prevention of mifchiefj as a Lady fame timtf 
married. Lady Betty may be atqjaacmtecl whh the 
naked trnth^ and you may ( as Jhe hopes yoti wil ) ac- 
company her to her feat; and, if rt mnjfht h, con* 
fider me as in a State of Pienitence or Probation, to 
be accepted or rejected, as I may appear to deferve. 

The Captain again ^clapt his hand on hisbreaft, and i 
declared upon his honour, that this was a propofal, chat 
were the cafe that of his own daughter, and (he were 
not refolved upon immediate Marriage (which yet he 
thought by far the more eligible choree) he £houId be 
very much concernfed, were fhe to refufe rr. 

CL Were I with Mr. Lovelace's rclationsy and to 
pais as his wifis.to the worid, I could not have any 
choice. And how could he be then in a State of 
Frobauon ?-r-0 Mr. Tomlinfon, you are too much 
his friend to fee into his drift, 

Copt. His friend. Madam, as I faid before, as I 
am /(9wrj and your VhcU% for the fake o£ a general 
Reconciliation, which muA begin witha better under- 
(landing between yourfelves.. 

Lovel\ Only, ^my deare(t life, refalve to attend the 
arrival and. vilit of Lady Betcy : and permit her to 
arbitrate between us. ' 

Capt. . There can be no harm in that, Mjidam» 
You can fuffcr no inconvenience from that^ 'If Mr. 
Lovelace's offence be fuch, .that a woman of Lady. 
Betty's character judges it to be unpardonable, why 
then — 

C/. [interrupting; and to me} If Tam not invaded 
by you, Sir — If I am (as I. ought to be) my owu. 
raiflrefV^ I think. to ftay here, in thU fr^neit h^uf^ 

K 5. ^^^ 



(And thea h;iil I an Ejf-f-e-tm, as the Captaia calls it, 
fljifhcd at mc] ill] J receive a Letter from Mifa Howe. 
That, I hope, will be in a day or two. If in that 
lime the Ladies come wliom you expcft, and if ihey 
arc deli ro us to fee ilie creature whom you have made 
unhappy, I (liall know whether I can oc cannot raceivc 
iheic *ifit. 

She turned fhort to the door, and retiring, went up- 
fiair^ 10 her chamber. 

O Sir, faid the Capiaio, as Toon as fhe was gone,, . 
frbai an angel of a woman is this ! I have been, andX y, 
dm, a very tvickcd man. But if any thing IKould 
hiippen amifs to this admirable Lady, thro' my means, 
' llhall liaremorc caufe for felf-rcproach, than for all 
the bad anions of my life put together. 

And his eyes glillened. 

Nothing can liappcn amifj, ihou fori^wfol dogi— 
What Ciijiluppen amifs? — Arc we lo form our opinion 
of tttUigi' t>^ tbe romaDtic notiook pf x girli who 
fijp[K^es<fA(ijCtb.'te,tlu'»ruicJ!l.ip^icb b .ttio.flighteft 
of ewlil'^avol Bpi. tblo. thee our whole Story ? Hat 
flie lioi broken her pronjite? Did I not gcnerotifly 
fpare her, when ill my power ? I. was decent, tho' I 
had her at fuck advantage. Greater liberties have i 
taken with girls of chara£h:r at a common Komping- 
.boui^and all has been iatjghcd off} and Mandkerchiet 
and Hcadcloihcs adjufted. and.Petticoaii fhaken lO 
.zights. in roy.prefcnce. Mejcr^ti^ai^, in the like ctr- 
cumftances, and refolvedas I wasrefolVcd, goaded oq 
a^ I vas goaded on, as wclh by her owa Se;tj at by 
the impulfctoFa-viobnt pflEoa, was jcver lb deccdt. 
Tet whai mercy docs flic ffiew me ? , 
;' Now, Jack, this pidful dog w^s fuch anothernn- 
fertupaie one as tbjfclf — His arguaients TerVing to 
confiVm me in the' very purpofr he brought i&em to 
^prevail uppn. m» lo giYe up. .Had. he left.metomy-- 
lelf, lo the Lnderbclsof my own natuici moved us I 
.'wa« whcatbe Lady with^ew; and.had.he let down* 
and 
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and made odious faces, and faid nothing > ic is very 
poiiible, that I fhould have taken the chair over-againit 
him which (he had quitted; and have cried and blub- 
bered with hioi for half an hour together. But the 
varlet to argue with mc ! — Po pretend to convince a 
man, who knows in his heart that he is doing a wrong. 
thing!-^He muft needs think, that this would put me 
upon trying what I could fay for mjfelf ; and whea 
the excited compun<5lioQ can be carried from the heart, 
to the lips^ it mud evaportate in words. 

Thoq perhaps, in this place, would have urged 
the fame pleas that he urged. What I anfwered to 
him therefore may do for rhee, and fpare thee the ' 
trouble of writing,, and me of reading, a good deal of 
nonfenfe. 

Cdfrt. You were pleafed to tell me, Sir, that yoix 
only propoied to try her virtue \ and that you believed 
you ihouid a&ualiy marry her. 

L'jveL So I {hall, and cannot help it. I have no 
doubt but I ihall. And as to trying her, is ihe not 
now in the height of her trial ? Have I not reafon to 
think that ihe is coming about ? Is (he not now yield- 
ing up^her refeuuneat for an attempt which fhe thinks 
flie ought n^/ to forgive? — And if (he da, may ihe 
not forgive the laji attempt? — Can (he, in a word, . 
rofeot /W more than fhe does this? — WOmen otten, 
for their ownfakes, will keep the lajijecret'^ .but will ^ 
oftentatioufly din the ears of gods and men with their 
clamours upon a fuccefslefs ofiF^r. It was my folly^ > 
my weakaefs, that I gave her not more cauie for this 
\ktt unfparing violence ! 

Capt^ O Sir, you will never be aUe to fubdue this ^ 
Xiidy without force. 

LoveL Well, then, puppy, muft I not endeavour > 
to find a proper time and place—* 

Capt.. Forgive me, Sirl But can you think of Force - 
to fuch a fine creature I 

Ij9V4U Forcei iodeedi I abhor the thought of; aad ' 
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for what, thinkeft thou, have I taken aH the pains I 
hire taken, and engaged fo manyperfons in my canfe, 
but to avoid the neceffity of violent compulfion f 
But yet, imagined thou that I expedt dire6l confenf 
from foch a Lover of Forms as this Lady is known 
10 be ? Let me tell thee, McDonald, that thy matter 
Bclford has urged on thy fide of the queiHon all that 
thou canft urge. Mutt I have every forry fellow's 
coofcience to pacify, as well as my own ? — By my 
Soul, Patrick, ihe has a friend here ^clapping my 
hand on my breafl3 ^hat pleads for her with greater 
and more IrrcfiAible eloquence, than all the men in 
the world can plead for her. And had (he not efcapti 
.":.'*— And yet how have I anfwered my firft deiign 
o\ trying her (a), and in her the Virtue of the moft 
'virtuous of the Sex? — Perfevcrance, man! — Ptrfc- 
Tcrance — What ! wouldtt ihou have me decline a trial 
that miy make for the honour of a Sex we all fo 
dearly love ? 

T^^"» ^«r, you have no thoughts — no thoughts— 
^Ivx^ktiiij ftill more forrowfuUy^ of marrying this won- 
derful Lady ? 

Vcs. yc5. Patrick, but I have. But let me, firft> 
o siatttv r:v jnide. biing down fcrj. Let me fee, 
h^t Mc .v>vc5 mc well enough to forgive me for my 
^t: « lafce. Has the not heretofore lamemtd, that ihe 
ttaid not in her Father's houfe, tho' the confequcncc 
^}\^l}^^^ »f fcc kad^ that ihe would havl been 
" "^ ^S^*^^* Solmes ? If now ihc be brought 

W.^iae» fecft thou not, that the Rsccn^ 
Her 4$tefted reL^tlzns is the irJi^cemsnt^ 
7^\ •nd nor £«iv of wiif r— Neither her 
^^.l^^^^ ^ ciUbliihed but upon full 
gwi^»ui it^ her rciiftuncc and rcfeni- 
I have rcafon to expeft they 
'^^^ cefeunnent. Ids of hatred 
ihca ihali ihc be mine in 

her 
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Eer owi> waf. Theiii hateful as is the IL^ ^ Shackkt 
10 mc, wi!C I marry her, 

WeU, Srr^ I can only fay, that I an dough m your 
hatrdsy. to be moolded into whav fkape you pfeafe. Bur 
if, as I faid before — 

None of thy Satds-bc/on^ Patrick* I retnember 
all thou faidA— And L know all thou cmA further fay 
— Thou art only, Pontius Pilate like» wafliing thine 
own hands (don't I know thee?) that chou mayik 
have fomctbiog to filescc ihj confcience wifh by 
loading me* But we have goae too far to recede. 
Are not aU our engines m readincfs I — Dry up* thy 
forrowful eyes. Let uaconcern and heart's eafe once 
more take pofieiGon of thy folemn features. Thou 
haft biiherto performed esMremely well. Shame not 
■ thy faji by thy futun behaviour y and a rich reward 
awaits thee. If thou ^Mrt doughy bg dough ; and I 
Ilapt him on (he fhoulder-^Beuime but thy formes 
ibs^pe — And Til be anfwerable for the event. 

He bowed aflent and compliance r Went to the 
glafs; and began to untwift and unfadden his fea- 
lures; Fulled his wig rights as if that,, as well as his 
head and hearty had been difcompofed by his com- 
XHinSion^. and once more became old Lucifer's and 
mine. 

ButdidA thou think, Jack^ chat there was fomuoh 
— ^What-flxallrl-cail-it ?— in- this Tomlinibn ? DidA 
thou imagine^ that fuch a fellow as thaty had bowels ? 
That naturcr: fp long dead and buried in him, as to 
all human efie^, (hould thus revive and exert itfelf ? 
— Yet why do I alk this queflion of thee, who, to 
sny equal furprize, hall ihewn» on the fame occafion^ 
tin:' like compsffionatc fenfibilities } 

As to lomlipibn, it looks as if Poverty had made 

i hiro the wicked fellow i< is 1 as Plenty aud Wanton- 

. aefshave made us what vtc are. Nne^ty^ after ail^ 

is the Teft of Principle*. But what is there^ in this dplt 

word^ or things called Homestt^ t.h.?x ts^tw V^V<c^ 



MMOt lit liy.pnifittc Wivvt ly . ftfff^ fay it;. c»aao»: 
help chbleiog. cieo' ahe aocidi^ul4£«MiottkMU* of it 

Ucof.fuchr. 



^n H 1 8 ddriite^btfiwcdli ike Qipciud 4iadl me wi» 
*lGft Ra^Hftf, ^ eme^ed, hoping Ka ^bthifiao-^Bift 
likcljr to: tctoaAnodacoi 'V^' '^-> <'"! ' :'/•.>-' ... .^mt 

Sesmtift^^o ilMffeicafn; fMel^Q'4lK:irlbra^^^ . TkiCjr 
^ttuft brcoiiitei'tQCOmjpl/^withvtliei^owff h^ppine& 
;A lttcky<ilpeditfirm«^ havt hit upon. ^ The- •IJQcfe 
bas his doubtfe of oor Marriag^. He cannot beiicYe, 
' iior> will. All j'-bodf) that iti» poffiUe thata maa fo 
much in Love, the Lady fo defirablc-*^^ 

Thej all« look the hiiu — It was avcryeKtraordi- 
nary cafc^ the two widows alk>wed. . Women, Jack, 
. E*J* I helievcl h»yt obfcFved- (tf)'eliewhese] have a 
hign opinion of what they can do for us.— Mifs- Raw- 
lins defined, if I'plcafcd, to let them know the Ex- 
pedient I and looked a& if there was -no need lo pro- 
ceed in ihc reft of -roy fpeech^. 

I beggedi^ that they woukJ not let> the- Lady ^know 
I bad told them what this ^xpedient^ was $:and they . 
flitmld hear it* * . 
They prooiiied^' 

It was this: That to oWige and fatisfy 'Mr. Hiiir. - 
.lowe, the Ceremony was to bcagam per/brmeet. He 
was to be privately prifentf znd to give- his Niece to 
. me with his, own hand»-^And ihe was retif ed' to <oft* 
fidcrof it. • 

• Tkoo 
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Thou feed. Jack, thai I have provided an excufe, 
to fave my veracity to the women here, in cafe 1 ihould 
indineto Marriage, and (he Ihould choofe to have IVlifs 
Rawlins's afliflance at the Ceremony. Nor doubted I 
to bring my Fair one to fave my credit on this occa- 
fion, if I could get her to confent to be mipe. 

A charming Expedient ! cried the "Widow. They 
vrcvt all three ready to clap their hands for joy upoa 
it. Women love to be married twice at leaft, Jack ; 
tho' not, indeed to the fame man. And all blefled the 
recoociliatory Scheme^ and the propofer of it ; and^ 
fuppofing it came from the Captain, they looked at 
liim with pleafure, while his face (hined with the ap- 
plaufe implied. He fhould think himfelf very happy^ 
if he could bring about a general Reconciliation j and 
he flourifhed wiih his head like my man Will, on his 
■viftory over old Grimes j bridling by turns^ like Mifs 
Rawlins in the height of a Prudiih fit. 

Hut now it was time for ihe Captain to think of 

returning to jown,. having a great deal of budnefs to 

difpatch before morning : Nor was he certain that he 

ihould again t^e able to attend us at Hamftead before 

he went home. 

And yet, as evcry-thing was drawing towards a 
crifis, I did not intend that he fhould leave Hamflead 
this night. 

A ineflage to the above effcA was carried up, at 
my defire, by Mrs. Moore ; with the Captain's com- 
plimentSj^ and to know if ihe Ead any commands, for 
him to her XJnclc ? 

But! hinted to the women, that it would be pro- 
per for them to withdraw, if the Lady did. come 
, down ; left ihe fhould. not care to be fo free before 
them OQ a pronofal fo particular, a& fhe would be to 
' us who had offered it to her cooiideration. 

Mrs. IMoore brought down word, that the Lady 
was following her. They all three withdrew ; and ihe 

' entered at due door, as tbey went out ai O;!^ ^>^^^ . 
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Thr Cipttte tqpofled hari repesriif| the ^^^ 
tlie mcffi^ fenmp ; iad defired, that ibe voobf gjlve 
UarlieroottnMfloi iirrdadim to tiifftepait he«iBlt|lt' 
m«kr to Ikiev Oocfcr Hiorlove; 

I koov ODtf «ft«c CO Aft Sir,, nor w&ttt 1 woold. 
lave/Hrfo fif^'toaafy^Ubcle— IpMaptyoiTifi lufe 
Mmefr fa m«)B^Y<riM|^^ ffeof not leer lii|f Ifoele 
tUrriam hanttiiMiKft Hovtic tffl iiEte iJRfJr^ 
BBcnu-l dott'r i»o# #ft«r 10 ftf « . " .' 

I mu fc ici! cte fctoro of ttot f>Ti|p» wMchdielMdl^ 
fiy fe acf o uH y tduio wfcdgfff oifce 10 hivt Ind Ibrine^ 
f pMfimc^ I fiddf w funer fl^fTelf 4ftit tfldf Bettf^ 
fit her own perfeir, tul.ijai the OflCnxtf bf.«B off Ikdiilf^ 
WMiNI her M^i on oiy (Maoi^if Referimdoii aoA' 
CSornifftMi^ Ay pvtnit boqr mter ; VpiBRdrf^ 
pro^peAr \tk oter tdj^eftt' «ith itegttcdi to lAe geocr^a^ 
Boeon^UdofirwBDkedfcr, were fo happf.'* But lernp 
owe tf^ymtr 9mm^efmf^y^ mf ifeaneft cMitiire» fild- 
I^ rafthcr than to Che mcdSsuioifiofa»y!perJbnc» tmrtk^ 
the forghtncis I amaflbhuoibre fohor fbn How mi»ch 
more agreeaMe to ymirfelf^ O beft belovedv of my^ 
Scm}, itiiift it bCy as well zsoitiging to me, that your 
firft perfonal koowkdge of my relations, and! theiis o£t 
you (for they will not be denied attending you) fliould 
not be begun in reirriminatioris in appeals t As LadV 
Betty will be here fooo^. it will not perhaps be pO^- 
fible for you fo receive her viiic witti a^birow abfo- 
Ititdf fereue, But,., deareft, dcarefl; creslture, I be— 
leech yon, 1^ the mlfttifderfhiidtng pats a^ a lUght 
one — As a mifunderftanding cleared op*. .Appeals' 
give £r hie and Superiority to the perfons appealed to»v 
and are apt to leSen the appeUant, ^ nor only in thdr 
eye, but ifi het own. Exalr not ioco jedges thofe: 
who are prepared to take feffons and tniirttftions ttotik 
ou. The indittdaat^ of my family are as proudf a» 

am faid to be., But they will cheerfully ifefign to 
your Supeiriority^*Srou will be the firft woman of the 
Jfkmify ia every o^C'd eyes, 

Thia. 
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This might ha^w done with any other woman in 
the world but tbii^, and yet fhe is the only womao ift 
the world of whom it may with truth be faid* But 
thus, a.Dgrily^ did ihe dilclaim the compItmcDt. 

Yes, iod«ed! — [and there ihe ftopt a momen% 
her fweet bofom heating with a noble difdain^ — 
Cheated out of myfelf hom the very firft ! — A fugitive 
from my own f<unily !■ Renounced by my relations \ 
Infulted by you !-««Laying' humble claim to the pro^- 
ie£Hoo of yours !— Is not this the light in which. I 
SLiift appear not oxhly to the Ladies of your family, 
but to ftU the. world P — ^Think you,^ Sir, that in thele 
circiunftaiicc9, or even had tbeeft in the happiefi^ that 
i could be affcAed by this plea of undefer? ed Supe- 
riorly ^*^ You are a (Vrai>gcr to the mind of Clarifla 
ttarlowe, if you think htr capaU^of fo poor and! fb 
%iu!u^ a pride ) 

J5he went from us to^ the farther end of the room. 

The Captain was again aflk£ied — Excellent crea* 
tnre ! I calikd her ; aod| reverently^ approacbing^ hci'^. 
urged fi^rther \h% plea I had Haft made. 
. it is but hitely, faid I, that the opinions of my re- 
lat^at lave been more than indifferent to mr^ whe- 
ther good or bad; and it is (or your falce, more thati 
for my avui, that I now^iifh to ftand well with my 
whole lamily* The principal motive of Lady Betty's 
CCMmng up, h to purchal'e prefents for the whole 
family to make on the happy occafion. 

This confideratton, ttrrning to the Captain, with fo 
Boble-mioded a dear creature, I knowj^ can have no 
weight I only as it wHl (hew their rahie and refpeQ. 
Bat what a damp would their worthy he^ts receive, 
wece they re find their admired new Nfece,, as ihcy 
new think her,^ not only nof their Niece, but cnpabt^ 
€>f renouncing me for ever I They love roe. They 
aU love me. I have been guilty of carelefTncfs and 
leirity to them, indeed; but of careleflncfs and levity 
only ; and that owing to a Ptidc xSujl V):^ \sx ^sw^ 
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;. Jtff wh^ finQiif j#iU be guiniiitiM finr my- good 
befaayioar to tbit . deAr ^redmret-^tlietr .Mfiece^ tbdv 
PftughUr^,. their, CptfiflTt their Frkod|,' their cbdfeii 
HoippooioO' Aodr Dir^Atcff^ [aU in oiiei^-Upoii ibf 
£oDi| QipcaiOf we-«MjP| weMi|^behippf«'^ '^^ 

( Qot, -dMrefty. tleimft cretrtuce^' Jet me da iii]r kneef 
Xftoddo«pi'I;4iVH'heriB^:alltbe time, mr^ bftt£ - 
tr^iQ me, M ^flieteod H tlie windbwv htr haDdkerchief 
ofteo. at her '^eaj ^o. n^ hneee, let -me plead your 
//wii^^forgiveBcft ; eod let'uanotappefti^ to them* 
«o their vifit^^ thot induipii^f with eadi^otHnr; - Lady 
£eitf^. the aest how that Bit leet yoor wffi #rite'taer 
.opipw!ii^£ fpQg ud o< ibeiJiliteliho0dM»f.'6tiribtiire 
Aappi^efit tO';^ady Saii^ }i^:SiftcrjLA-^ak>4^r{liBd ' 
wbnian,. who oow hopce to fopplj to haielfi- in^f 
Bride^ dw-faft^Daoglmur-AcrftiUirmoqfffB 
. The Captun theo joiiied io^ aod re-urged her Ua^ 
cle*8 hopes and expc£Utioo«| axidhif reToJatioli- tSe^ 
txxMj to fet about the geperal Reconciliation; the 
.roifchief that might be prevented; and the cerlaihtf 
.that there.wasj .that her Uncle might be prevailed 
upon to give her to me with his own handj' if fhe 
made i% her choice to wait for bis coining up* Bu^, 
for his own parr^^ he humbly advifed« and fervently 
ptefled her^ to make the very next day^ or. Monday, 
at farthcft, my happy Day, 

Permit me^ deareft Lady, faidhe, and Itould kneel 
to yon myfelf [bendipg his knee] tho' I: have aoinS' 
tereft in my earneiicefs, but the pleafure I ihould have 
to be able to ferve you ail; to befeech you to give me. 
an opportunity to aiTure your Uncle^ that I myfelf 
faw with my own eye$ the happy knot tied 1 — All 
miiunderftandipgs^ all doubts, all diffideoces, will then 
be at an end, , 

And what. Madam, rejqined I, flill kneeling, caa 
^k^rc be in your new mcafures, b^ they. what they 
: ^ willr» 
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will, that can fo happily, fo reputably, I will prefume 
to fayi for all rounds obviate the preienc difficulides ? 

Mifs Howe heifelf, if (he love you^ and if fhe love 
your fame, Madam, urged the Captain, his knee ftill 
bent, mu(l congratulate you on fuch a happy cbnclufion. 

Then turning her face, (he faw the Captain half- 
kneeling~0 Sirl O Capt. Tomlio(on !— Why this 
undue condtfcenfion ? extending htr hand to his elbow, 
to raife him. I eaqnot bear this i — Ihen cafling her 
eye on oie, Rife, Mr. Lovelace— Kneel not to the 
poor creature whotn you have infuhed ! — How cruel 
the occaCion for it! — And bow mean the fubmiffion! 

Not mean to fuch aa angel! — Nor can I rife, but 
to be forgiven!— 

The Captain then re-urged once more the Day- 
He was amazed, he faid, if (he ever valued me — 

Captain Tomlinfon, interrupted ihe, how much 
are you the friend of this man' I — If J bad never vtalued 
him, he never wouid have had it in- his poiier to injult 
flra^V* nor could I-, if I had never regarded him, have 
take^ to heart as i do the infult (execrable as it was.) 
fo ucidefervedly, Co jqgratefully giyen'--But let him 
xerirc— For a moment let him retire. 

1 was more than half afraid to truft the Captain by 
hioifelf with her. He gave me a lign that I might 
depend upon him. And then I took out of my pocket 
his Letter to me, and Lady Betty's, and Mif^ Mon^ 
tague's, and Lord M's Letters (which lad (he had not 
then fccn); and giving them to him. Procure for me, 

. in the firu place, Mr. Tomlinfon, a re-perufal of thefc 
three Letters; and of This^ from Lord M.. And I 
befeech yog, my deareft Lite, give them due confider- 
atign : And let me on my return find the happy efiefls 
of that confideratiun. 

I then withdrew ; with flow feet however, and a 
xnifgiving heart. 

The Captain infilled upon this re-perufal previoufly 
to what ihe had to fay tu himi as he teli^ oit« ^Vn!^ 
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She liiiiailtd her unKappy Situation; deAiMtjof 
fSMUdl^ and not knowing ^hliher lo go, or vhaitl^ 
40> titc 9S0SA quei^ions. f'fting que/lions, about J)ier 
XFbdfc, abbtV tier FAmily, and after nhic he knevr of 
Mr. IHrfcnuoS fruitlefs application in her favour. ■ 

RkwaiWeD prepared in this particular; for [ tM 
HtnmUoi Ae Letters andExirad^of Letters of Mtft- 
n>we, w^k I had To happily coma at {a). Migtrt I 
fits be tfllfend. Hie alked him, that her Brother, «rA . 
StDgletoi^ and Sohnci, were actually in quefl of hcrf 

rR itmed'tbat they were. 

1^ afted^. If he thovght I had b«^ oFprmdiBg 
oo-hCT-to go luck (otl]«n^ * ' ' " : 

He vaa,fWthadtiW; • 
. Wm he mUy'rf ogtotea, ihwtaij Bmy iw m 
]i^hv4vifttr 

Ste had oa doobt of ir. 

IIu^ Sir : butt Optaja TomHpfea (%ipMi adi ^ 
turning from bitn, vid sgaih to him}. Ekaoir'BM 
what lo do — Bm were. 1 jaw Daughter, Sir — Were 
^ou taj awn Father — Ahst Sk, I have neither Fatbec 
HOC Mother t — 

He turiud from her, arid wiped his cfcs. 

O Sir !' you hare humaoit| i [fhe wept taoj There 
are fomc men in the woffd, thank Heaven, that can 
be moved. O Sir, I hare met with hirdvbeacted 
men — in my owti faulty too — or I could nor hne 
been lb uniiappy » Fam — But I maba cterf^hoiij 
unhappy !. • 

His eyes no doubt ran over. 

Gearcft Mad^m I HeaienXj Lady ! — Who can-^ 
who can_hefitated and blubbered the dog^ as Be 
owned. And indeed' I heard fome part of what pafled. 
tbo' they both talked lower than I wiflicd t for, from- 
the nature of their convcrfation, (here was do room 
for altttadei. Th^v, 

W s« Vol, W. V »11. >ttev 
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Tmuu^ ftod BOTtti and thet I^How it goes 
agaioft OK to include this aqgcl of a creaturej aad 
aay man on earth but myfelf, in one tvord { 

Copt. Who can forbear being affected ?«*But^ Ma* 
dam, you -can be no other inaQ's. 

CL Nor could I be. But he isTo funk with me I 
— -To fire the faoufe !-^An Artifice fo vile ! — contrived 
for the wcrft oif purpofes !^ — Would you have a Daugh^ 
fcr of yours — But what would I fay ? — Yet you lee, 
that I have nobody in whom I can confide! — ^^Mn 
Lovelace is -a vindictive man! — He could not love 
the creature whom he could iofult as he has infuUed 
mel 

•She paufed. And tbenTcfucning-^In fhort, Inever^ 
never can forgive bimj nor he f»e. — Do you think. 
Sir, I would have gone fo far as I have gone, if I had 
intended ever to draw widi him in one yoke ?— -I left 
behind mcfuch a Letter — 

You know. Madam, he has acknowleged the Jufiice 
of your refentment — 

O^yr, he can acknowledge* and he can retract, fifty 
tioiesa day-^But do not think I am trifling with my- 
feif and you, and want to be per/uaded 10 forgive him, 
and to be his. There is not a creature of my Sex, 
who would have been more expUcitip and m^re frank^ 
than I would have been, £rom the moment I intended 
to be his, had I had a heart like my own to deal with. 
I was always above JU/erve, Sir, I will prefume to 
iey, where I had no caufe of Doubt. Mr. Lovelace's 
ConduA has mademe appear, perhaps, over-nice, when 
my heart wanted to be encour^ed and ajjureds ^i^d 
when, if it had been fo, my whole behaviour would 
iiave been governed by it^ 

She fiopt4 .her handkerchief at her eyes^ 
: I inquired after the minuteft part of her behaviour, 
^88 well as after -her words. I love, thouhnoweA, to 
ipace baman nature, and more particularly female 
siatvrei thro' its moft fecret receflest 
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Th^ ptSfbl fcHow was Uft {DHilent^tdmtAdbn of 
het.^ iVha^tUut the^Uc cMmre Weeded;' ' ^ 

It k the fiue i& Vrieiqtial Uniorts. tmt'tbfthibTe ^rett^ 
nirciy thro' dieiOf frequently incur Cenfore^^i^liteii 
more hapinlj yoked, they miglit be intided to ^aife/ 
An<f (hall I not ikon an union with a man, tlrat oiMc 
lead Into efiron a creature* who flattertherfelf thic ue* 
it bteft whh Jifi indiixation to be good ; and who Wlfliea'^ 
to make ^ery ooe;happy whh whbm (he Hasaojr coik' 
liexlbn, -even to her vefy fcryahtti ' *•' 

She panfol, taking a torn about the room— -the fiel»^ 
low, devil fetch hhn» a nrammy all the dme': Theft* 
proceeded. • ' 

Fornielrly, Indeed, I hoped to be an hntnble meaiis 
of Eieferinin^ hiol. Bat, when- 1 have m fudh hope^ if 
it lijgp^firou area-ferions inah> Sir] to make a vcn>; 
tutc tEat (hall endanger my ovm moraiif - 

Still fi^eot was the varlet. If my advocate had 
Aothing to fay for me, what hope of carrying my 

caufc? 

And now, Sir, what is the rcfult of all ! — It is this 
—That you will endeaTour* if yoo have that influ* 
ence over him which a man of your fenfe and expe^ 
fience ought to have, to prevail upon him, and that 
for his own fake, as well as for minCt to leave me free 
to purfue my own dediny. And of this you maiy 
aflTure him, that I never will be any other man's, 

Impofiible, Madam! I know that Mr* Lovelace 
would not hear me with patience on fuch a topic. And 
I do'aflure you, that I !have y&w^ /^#nV, and fhould 
not care to take an indignity from him, or from any 
man living. 

^he paufcd — Then reluming— ^ And think you, Sir^ 
that my Uncle will refufc to receive a Letter from me f 
vHoiif averfcy Jackt to concede a tittie in my favour!^ 

I knowj Madam, as matters -arc ci[rcUTift?nccd, that 
ie wo»iid not anfiver it. If you pleaie, I will carry 
cue down fiom jou. 
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And will he' not purfue h'is intentions in my favour, 
nor be. bimfelf reconciled to me» except I am n^ar-^ 
ricd? , . 

From what your Brother gives* out, and affefls to- 
believe* on Mr. Lovelace's living with you in the 
fame- 
No more^ Sir — I am an unhappy creature ! 
He then rc-urged, that it would be in her power 
inftantly, or on the morrow, to put an end to all her 
difiicuhies* 

.How can that beP faid fhe: The Licence 7?/// to 
he obtained ? The Settlements y?i7/ to be figned ? Mifs 
Howe's Anfwer to my laft vnreceived? — And fhall I,; 
Sir, be in fuch a hurry, as if I thought my Honour 
in danger if 1 delayed? Yet marry the man from whom 
>only n.can be endangered! — Unhappy, thrice unhap- 
py, Clarifla Harlowe! — In how many difficulties has 
one ra(h fttp involved thee!— <-And fhe turned from 
him, and wept. 

The varlet, by way of comfort, wept too : Yet her 
tears, as he might have obferved, were tears that indi- 
cated rather a yielding than a pert/erfe temper. 

There is a Sort of Stone, thou knoweft, fo foft in 
the Quarry, that it may in a manner be cut with a 
Knife ; but if the opportunity be not taken, and it is 
expofed to the Air for any time, it will become as hard 
as Marble, and then with difEcuhy it yields, to the 
•Chizel (<]). So this Lady, not taken at the moment, 
after a turn or two .crofs the room, gained more relb- 
lution^ and then fhe declared, as fhe had done once 
before, thar fhe would wait the iiTue of Mifs Howe's 
Aniwer to the Letter fhe had fent her from hence, 
ajdd take her meafures accordingly — leaving it to him^ 
mean time, to make what report he thought fit, to her 
Uncle — the kindefl that truth could bear, ihe doubted 
not from Captain Tomlinfon : And fhe fhould be glad 
of a few lines from him, to hear what that was. 

«t 
{a) The nature of the Bath Stooe^ m ^uucx^act.. 
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She friflied hhn a .good journey. She coaiplsiocd 
of her head; and was about to withdraw: But I ftept 
round to the door next the ftairs, as i£ I had but juft 
come in from the gardeiii ^ whicht as I entered, I called 
a ^erj pretty dne) and took her reUi£lanc haad, as (be 
was going out : My deareft Life, you are not -goings 
-—What hopes Captain ?->*4iave you not fome hopes 
to give me of Pardon and Reconciliation ? 

She faid. She would not be detained. Rut I would 
not let her go, till fhe had promifed to return, when the 
Captain had reported to -me what her refolution was. 

And when be had, I fent up, and claimed her pro- 
mife } and flie came down again, and repeated (as what 
fhe was determined upon) that fhe would wait for Mift 
Howe's Anfwer to the Letter flie had written to her, 
and take her meafures according to its coxitents. 

I ezpoftulated with her upon it, in the moft fubmif- 
five and earneft manner. She made it neceflary forme 
to repeat many of the pleas I had before urged. The 
Captain feconded me with equal earneftnefs. At lad, 
each fell down on our knees before her. 

She was diftrefled. I was afraid at one time (he 
would have fainted. Yet neither of us would rife 
without fome conccffions. I pleaded my own fake, 
the Captain, his dear friend her Uncle's; and both 
repleaded, the prevention of future mifchief ; and the 
peace and hapjiinefs of the two families. 

She owned herfelf une<iual to the confli<fl. She 
fighcd. She fobbed. She wepr> She wrung her 
hands. 

I was perfcftly eloquent in my vows and protcfta- 
tions. Her tearful eyes were caft down upon mej a 
glow upon each charming cheek : a vifible anguifli in 
every lovely feature— At laft^ her trembling knees 
fccming to tail her, flie dropt into the next chair; her 
charming face, as if feeking for a hiding-place (whidi 
a Mother's bofom would have beft fuppiied) finking 
upon her own flioulder. 

I forgot 
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I forgot at the inflant all my vows of Revenge. I 
v|hrew myfelf sit her feet as (he fat ; and, fnatching 
her hand, prefled it with my lips. I befought Heaven 
^co forgive my pad offences, and profper my future 
faopes^ as I defignod honourably and juftly by the 
Charmer of my heart, if once more fhe woold reftore 
me to her favour. And I thought I felt drops of 
fcaldiog Water [Could they 1}e tears ?] trickle down 
ojpon my cheeks; while my cheeks, glowing like 
mCf feemed to fcorch up the unwelcome ftrangers. 

I then arofe, not doubting of an impiied p2Lrdon in 
this (ilent diftrefs. I raifed the Captain. I whifpered 
-him — By my Soul» man, I. am in earneft. — Now 
talk of Reconciliation, of . her Uncle, of the Licence, 
of Settlements ~,And railing my voice. If now at laft^ 
Captain Tomlinfon> my angel will give me leave to 
call fo great a bleffing mine, it will be impoflible that 
you fliould fay too much to her Uncle in praife of 
my gratitude, my affeAion, and fidelity to his charm- 
ing Niece; and he may begin as foon as he pleafes, 
his kind Schemes for effefting the defirable Reconci-* 
tiation i — ^Nor fhall he pre^ribe any terms to me 
that 1 will not comply with. 

The Captain bleffed me with his eyes and hands- 
Thank God, whifpered he. Wc approached the 
Lady together. 

Capt. What hinders, deareft Madam, what now 
' hinders^ but that Lady Betty Lawrance, when flae 
comes, may i)t acquainted with the truth of every 
^hing? And that then ihe may afEft privately at your 
Nuptials ? — I will ftay till they are celebrated ; and 
then Ihall I go down with the happy tiding« to my 
•dear Mr. Harlowe. And all will, all muft, foon be 
:happy. 

I muft have an anfwer from Mifs Howe, replied 
the flill trembling Fair-one. I cannot change my 
new meafures, but with her advice. I will forfeit all 
my hopes of bappinefs in this v«ot\^> \"^>\iw ^^-^ 
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forfeit her good opinion, and that (he fliould think 
me giddy, unready, or precipitate. All I will fur- 
ther faj on the prefent fubjeA is this. That, when I 
have an anfwer to what I have written, I will write 
to her the whole (late 4>f the niatter, as I (hall then 
be enabled to do. 

Lovet. Then muft 1 dcfpair for ever — O Captaiia 
Tomlinfon, Mifs Howe hates me ! — Mifs Howe— 

Capt, Not fo, perhaps— When -Mifs Howe knowt 
your concern for having offended, (he will never ad- 
vife, that, with fuch profpeAs of general Reconcilia- 
tion, the hopes of fo many confidecable perfons in 
both families IhouUi be fruftrated. Some little time« 
as this excellent Lady has forefeen and hinted, will 
neceflTarily be taken up^ in aftually procuring che Li- 
cence, and in perufing and figniog the Settlements;. 
In that time Mifs Howe's anlwer may be received; 
and Lady Betty may arrive ; and (he, no doubt, will 
have weight to didipate the Lady's doubts, and to 
accelerate the Day. It (hall be my part, mean time, 
«o make Mr. Harlowe eafy. All I fear from delay is, 
ironn Mr. James Harlowc's quarter ; and therefore all 
muft he conduced with prudence and privacy i — as 
your Uncle, Madam, has propofed. 

She was (ilcnt. I rejoiced in her (ilence. The 
dear creature, thought I, has aftually forgiven me in 
her heart ! — But why will flie not lay me under obli- 
gation to her, by the gencrofity of an explicit dccla- 
rition : — And 5'et, as that would not accelerate any- 
cliing, while the Licence is not in my hands, (he is 
the iefs to be blamed (if I do her juftice) for taking 
more time to df fiend. 

I propofed, as on the morrow night, to go to 
town \ and doubted not to bring the Licence up with 
me on Monday morning. Would (he be pleafed to 
alFare me, that (he would not depart from Mrs. 
IVIoore's. 

She ihould ftay ai 'Mu.^oo\^'s> till (he had an 
^^Arer from JMils Howe. \vjJA. 
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I told her, that I hoped I might have her tacit con- 
fefit at leaA, to the obtaining of the Licence. 

I faw by the turn of her countenance* that I (hould 
Boc have aiked this queftion. She was To far from 
tacitly ronfenting, that fhe declared to the contrary. 

As I never mtended, I faio, to aik her to eixter 
agam into a houfe, with the people of which (he was 
lo much oJFended, would (he be pleafed to give orders 
for her clothes to be brought up hither ? Or fhould 
DOrcas attend her for any of her commands on that 
head I 

She deiired not erer mtU'p^to fee any-body belong- 
ing to that houfe. She might perhaps get Mrs. Moore 
or Mrs. Bevis to go thither'for her, and take her keys 
with them. 

I doubted not, I -faid, that iLady Betty would ar- 
rivte by that time. I hoped (he had no objection to 
my briaging fhatXiady and my Coufin Montague up 
with me ? 

She was filent. 

To be fure, Mr. Lovelace, faid the Captain, the 
Lady can have no objedtion to this. 

She was Aill filent. So filence in this cafe was allent. 

Would flbe be pleafed to write to Mifs Howe l-^ 

8iv\ Sir ! pceviflily interrupting — No more que- 
iiioDS: No prefcribing to me. — You will do as you 
think fit. So will I, as I pleafe. I own no obliga- 
tion to you. Captain Tomlmfon, your Scrvant<. 
fiecommcnd me to my Uncle Harlowe's favour. 
iind was going. 

I took her -rekiflant hand and befought her only 
to prOmife to meet me early in the morning. 

Tp what purpofe meet you ? Have you more to 
iay than has -been faid ?-^I have had enough of vows 
and proteilations, Mr. Lovelace. To what purpofc 
Should I meet you to-morrow morning ? 

I repeated my rcqueft, and that in tht Ta^& i&r* wx * 
axiaaoer^ oamfing Six id the mormag^^ 

L % *^^o\ 
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<< Tou know, that I am always ftirring before that 
'< hour, at this feafon of the year,'* was the half-ex- 
prefled confcnt. 

She then again recommeDded herfelf tohcr Uncle's 
favour t and withdrew. 

And thus, Belford, has (he mended her marhitf as 
Lord M. would fay, and I worded mine* Mift 
Howe's next Letter is now the hinge on which the 
fate of both muft turn. I (hali be abfoluteij ruined 
and undone, if I cannot intercept it, 

LETTER XXI. 

Mr. Lovelace, To John Belforo, EJq^ 

Sat. Midnight. 
A7t7 Reji^ fays a text that I once heard preached 
*Y upon, to the wicked — And I cannot dofe my 
eyes (yet only wanted to compound for half an hour 

an elbow-chair) — So muft icribble on. 

I parted with the Captain, after another ftrong de- 
bate with him in relation to what is to be the Fate of 
ihis Lady. As the fellow has an excellent head, and 
would have made an eminent figure in any ftation of 
life, had not his early clays been tainted with a deep 
crime, and he detected in it; and as he had the right 
fide oF the argument ; 1 had a good deal of difficulty 
with him; and at laft brought myfelf to promife, that 
if 1 could prevail upon her generoufly to forgive me, 
and to rcinftate me in her favour, I would make it my 
whole endeavour to get off of my contrivances, as 
happily as I could (only that Lady Betty and Char- 
lotte m?(/? comey^ and then, fubftituting him for her 
Uncle's Proxy, take (hame to myftlf, and marry. 

Bur, if I fhould, Jack (with the ftrongeft antipathy 

to the State that ever man had) what a figure fliall I 

inake in Rakifh Annals ? And can I have taken all 

this pa-rs for nothing ? Or for a Wife only, that, 

kovi'cw:.? excellent L^ui ony ^^xxx-wx^ da I think, I 
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could make good, becaufe I could mike any woman 
fear as well as love me] might have been obtained 
without the plague I have been at, and much more 
reputably than with it ? And haft thou not feeui thac 
this haughty woman [Forgive me that I call her 
haughty I and a nvoman ! Yet is (he not haughty IJ 
knows not how to forgive wi'.h gracijufncfs? Indeed 
has not at all forgiven me ^ But holds my Soul in a' 
fufpen/e vriiich has been fo grievous to her own, 

Ac this fitent moment, I think) that if I were to 
purfue tny former fcheme, and relblve to try whether 
I cannot make a great fault ferve as a fpunge to wipe 
out the lefs ; and then be forgiven for that \ I can juf- 
tify myfelf to myfeifl and thar, as the fair Invincible 
would fay,, is all in a!k 

As it is my intention, in all my refle£lions, to 

avoid repeating, at leaft dwelling upon, what I havc^ 

before written to thee, tho* the State of the Cafe may 

not have varied ^ fo I would have thee to re-condder 

the old reafouings (particularly thofe contained in mji^ 

anfwer to thy laft {a) ezpollulatory nonfenfe); and 

add the new as they fall from my pen; and then I 

fhall think myiidf invincible; — at leaft, as arguing 

Rake to Rake. 

I rake the gaining of this Lady to be cflcntial to my 
happinefs : And is it not natural for all men to aim ac 
obtaining whatever they think will make them happy» 
be the objedl more or lefs confiderable in the eyes of 
Others ? 

As to the manner of endeavouring to obtain her, by 
falfification of oaths, vows, and the like — Do not the 
poets of two tliouiand years and upwards tell us, thac 
Jupiter laughs at the perjuries of Lovers f And lee me 
me add to what I have heretofore mentioned on that 
head, a queftion or two. 

Do not the Mothers, the Aunts, the Grandmo- 
thers, the Governeifes of the pretty Innocents, al-- 

L 3 ^V^'S^v 

(a) See Vol IV. Lcttcts hiu 
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wayt| from their verj cradles to riper years,, preach 
to them the deceiiiulnefs of men ?-— That they are not 
to regard their oaths, vows, promifes ? — What a par- 
cel of fibbers would all thcfe reverend matrons be, if 
there were not now-aod-then a pretty credulous rogue 
taken in for a juftificatioo of their preachments, and 
11 ferve as a beacon lighted up for the benefit of the 
reft? 

Do we not then fee, that an honeft prowling feU 
low is a necefTary evil on many accounts f Do we not 
fee, that it is highly requifiie that a fweet girl (hould 
be now-and-then drawn afide by him ? — And the 
more eminent the girl,, in the graces of perfon,. mind, 
and fortune, is not the example likely to be the more 
efficacious? 

If thcfe poflulata be granted meu who, Lpray^ can 
equal my Charmer in all thefe ? Who therefore b £t 
for an Example to the reftof the Sex? — At wor/l, I 
am entirely wichin my worthy friend Mandevillc's. 
aiTertion* That private Vices are public Benefits. 

Well then, if this fwcet creature muft /a//, as it is^ 
called, for the benefit of ail the pretty fools of the 
Sex, flic mvfit and there's an end of the matter. 
And what would there have been in it of uncommon 
or rare, had I not been fo long about it; — And fo I 
difmils all further argumentation and debate upon the 
queftion: And i impofe upon thee, when thole writed 
to mC] an eternal fileace on this head« 

IVafer^d on, as an after- written introduBton to the 
paragraphs ivhich foUoiv^ marked with turned com-* 
ma*s Ithus, *•]: 

T O R D, Jack, what fhall I do now ! — How one 
-*-' evil brings on another I— Dreadful news to tell 
thee ! — While I was meditating a fimple robbery, 
here have I (in my own defence indeed) been guilty 
of murder! A bloody murder! — So I believe it will 

\)rovC' 
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prove. — At her laft gafp!— Poor impertinent oppofcrL 
Eicrnally refitting ! — Eternally contradifting ! There 
(ke lies, weltering in her blood! Her death's wound 
have I given her !-— But fhe was a thief^. an itnpolior^ 
as well as a tormentor. She Bad fiolen my pen. — 
While I was fullenly meditating^, doubting^ as to my 
future meafures, fhe dole it ; and thus (he wrote with 
it, in a hand exadkly like my own.; and would havcv 
faced me down,^ that it was really my own hand- 
writing 

" But let me reflc6l, before it be too late. Oh the 
'^ manifold. perfe6lions of this- ever-admirable creature 
*' let me refled. The hand yet is only held up. 
^ The l^w is not ftruck, 'Mifs Howe's next Let- 
^' ter may blow thee up. In policy thou fHouldeit 
«* be now at leaft honeft. Thou canft not live with- 
** out her. Thou< wouldeft rather marry her than 
*> lofc her abfolutcly.^ Thou mayeft u«doabtedly 
** prevail upon her, inflexible as flie feems to be* for 
*' Marriage. But il now Ore find thee a villain^ 
** thou mayell never more engage her attention, and 
** flu perhaps will rcfufe and abhor thee; 

<* Xet already haTe I not gone too f^r ? Like a 
•* repentant thief, affald of his^ gang, and obliged 
*' to go on, in fear of hanging till he comes to be 
^ hanged, Tarn afraid of the gang of my curfedcon^ 
•** trivances. . 

««-A8 I hope to live, I am forry (at the prefent 
« writing) that I have been fuch ^ foolilh plotter, as 
^ to put it, as rfear I have done, out of my own 
<« power-to be honeft. I hate compulfion in all forms; 
« and cannot bear, even to be compelledio be the 
«* wretch. my choitf has made me I — So now, Bel- 
<'- ford, . as thou haft faid, I : am a machine at laft, 
•• and no free agent. 

^* Upon my foul. Jack, it is a veryfoolifh thing 
<' for a man of fpirit to have brought himfelf to fuch 
<^ a height of iniquity, that he muft proceed^ and 
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** canaot lidp hlmfelf;. ipd'fet to be oda to certaio.. , 
** thit'ku ver7 vifitOry wilt undo bim^ 
** Why waft fdCh ft wmaao a»tfaii,tk'rowii iato n^- 

•• way, whofc «ry fall will be bcr glory, and perhaps 
" noE only my fhamc, but my deftmfiion? 

** Wbat a bappiBefs mnA that man know, who 
** moves regularly Eo Tome laudable end, and has no- 
" thing to reproach himfelf with in bis progrefs to 
•• id when, by htmcft means, he attains this end, how 
- '* great and unmixed mull be hU enjoymcms ! What- 
" a hapmr mati^ ia this particular ca(t». had Ibecn, 
*' had it been givcQ me eo be only what I wifhed to.' 
•c appear to be I" 

Thus far had my ConfiUnce written with my pan ; 
and fee what a recreant (be had made of me ! — lifeized 
her by the ihroai — There! — Tlxn, laid I>, thou vils 
impertinent ! — Take that, and that.l — How often 
have I given thee warning ! — And now, I hope, chou 
intruding Tarletefs, have I done thy buSncfs! 

Fuleing, and low-voiced, rearing up thy detefted 
head, ilQ vain hnptorcft thou ray mercy, who, in tfy 
day haft Ihcwn mc fo little ! — Take that, for a riling 
blow!— And now will thy^ain, and my pain from /ji» 
foon be over. — Lie there ! — Welter on !— Had I not 
given thee thy death's wouod^ thoa wouldeft have 
robbed me of all my joys. Thou couldeft not have 
mended me, 'tis plain. Thou couldeft only have 
thrown me into defpair. Didfi thou not lee, that I had 
gone loo far to recede? — Welter oti, once more Ibid 
thee! — Gafpon! — That thy laft, gafp fiirely !■— How 
hard dieft ihoul — 

Adieu i'—Unhapfty Man! Apieu I 
Tis kind in ihce, however to bid me jidiey! — 

Adieu, Adieu, Adieu, to thee, O ihou inSeaible, 
and, till now, unconquerable bofom-inuuder — Adieu 
to thee foE ever ! 

LET- 
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LETTER XXII. 
Mr, Lovelace, 75? John Belford, Efq\ 

Sunday Morn. {June 1 1,) 4 o*Clock. 

A.Eew words to the verbal information thou fenteft 
me laft night concerning thy poor old roan ; and 
then I rife from my feat, fhake myfelf, refrefh, new- 
drefi, and ib to my Charmer, whom, notwithftanding . 
her referves, I hope to prevail upon to walk otit with 
me on the Heath, this warm and fine morning. 

The birds mufl have awakened her before now* 
They are in full fong. . She always gloried in accu- 
ftoming herfelf to behold the San-rife; one of God's 
natural wonders^ as once fhe called it^ 

Her- windows falutes the Eaft. The Valley mud bc; 
gilded by his rays,, by the time lam with her;, for al- 
ready have they made the Up-lands fmile, and the face 
of nature chearfuU 

How unfuitable wiltahou find this gay preface to a 
fub]e£t fo gloomy, a$ that I am now turning to ! 

I. am glad to hear thy tedious expeAations are at lafi: 
aofwercd. 

Thy fervant tells me, that thouart plaguily grieved' 
at the old fellow's departure. 

I.can't fay, but thou mayft look as if thou^wert;;. 
haralTed as thou had been for a number of days and. 
nights with a clofe attendance upon a.dying. man^., 
beholding.hb drawing-on hour— ^Pretending, for de- 
cency's fake, to whine over his excruciating pangs 

To be in the way to anfwer a thoufand impertinent 
inquiries after the health of a man thou wiflieft to 
die — To pray by him — for fo once thou wroieft to » 
me! — ^To read by him — To be forced to join in con- 
foltation with a crew of folemn and parading Do<^ors, . 
aad their officious Zanies the Apothecaries, joined . 
with the butcherly tribe of Scarificators ; allcumbined 
U) carry on the phyficiai farce, aad to cut-out thon^^ 

L s \>^^vx^ 
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both from his fleQi and his eftate — -To have the fuper*- 
added apprehenfion of dividing thy interefl in what he 
fliall leave with a crew of eager-hoping, never-to-be- 
fatisfied relations, legatees, and the devil knows who, 
of private gratifiers of paffions, laudable and illaudable. . 
— In thefe circumflances, I wonder not that thou ^ 
lookeft before fervants (as little grieved at heart as 
thyfeify and who are gaping after legacies^.as ihou 
after heirjlnp) as if thou indeed wert grieved \ and as 
if the moft wry-fac*d wo had befallen .thee& 

Then, as I have often thought, the refleftton that 
THuft naturally arife from fuch mortifying objeAsi a^ 
the death of one with whom we have been familfar, 
tnuft afford, when we are obliged to attend it in its 
How approaches^ and in its face-twining pahgs^ that 
It will one day be our own cafe, goes- a great way to 
credit the appearance of grief. 

And this it ss^that, fcrioufly reffeftcd upon, may 
temporarily' give a fine air of finceriiy to the wailings 
of lively Widows, heart-exulting Heirs,, and Refidu- 
ary Legatees of all denominations; fiace, by keeping 
down the inward joy, ihofe interefting reflexions mult 
fadden ihe afpe£t, and add an appearance o£ real coir- 
ccrn to the affuined Sables. 

Well, but, now thou art come to the Reward of 
all thy watchings, anxieties, and clofe attendances, 
tell mc what it is; tell me if it compenfaie thy trou- 
ble, and anfwer thy hope? 

As to myfclf, thou feeft, by the gravity of my ftyle^ 
how the fubjc^t has helped to moiiify me. But ibti 
necciiiry I am under of committing cither fptcdy 
IVIatrimony, or a Rape, has faddened over my gayer 
proi^^cdls, and, more than the cafe iifelf, contribuitd 
to Qi?ke ,me fympathiae wiih thy prcfent joyful 
foir')vv. 

Aditu, Jack. I muft be fooo out of my pain ; and 
my Clarifla Ihall be loon out of hers — For fo does the 
urduouliiefs of the cale requircj 

LET- 



JLct^^S: Clarifla Harlowe.. 2a.j; 

LETT E R XXIIL 

iJfr. Lav E Lite B, 7b John Belford, ^; 

Sunday Morning* 
*P Have had^che honour of my Charmer's cooipaQf 
X^ fop two complete hours. We met before Six ia 
Mrs, Moore's garden. A walk oa the Heath refii&d 
me. 

The fedatenefs of her afpe^):^ and her kind compli- 
tficein.this meeting, gave me hopes. And all that 
either the Captain or I had urged yeflerday to obtaia 
a. full and free pardon, that re-urged I; and I told 
ber, befides, that Captain Tomlinibn was gone dowa 
with hopes to prevail upon her Uncle Harlowe to > 
come upt in perfon, in order to pr^fent to me the. 
greateft bleifiog that man ever received. 

But the utmoft IjcouI4 obtain watj That (he would 
take no *refolutioo in mj^ favour till fhe received Mi& 
Howe's next Letter. 

I wHl not repeat the arguments I ufed: But I wilt 
^We thee the Subftance of what (he faid in anf\rer.ta> 

She had coniidered of every-thiog, (he told'^me* 
My whole conduct was before her.. The houfe I car- 
ried her.to/ muft be a vile houie. The. people early 
ihewed.what. they were capable of in the earneft at- 
tempt made to tailen Mifs Partington upon her ; as (he 
douotednot, with my approbation-*- [Surely, thought 
ly. (he has not received a duplicate of Mils Howe's 
Letter ofdeteftionl] They heard. her cries. My- 
ioluk was undoubtedly premeditated. By my whole.- 
recollected behaviour to her, ^previous to it, it mult 
be fo. I had the vileit of views, ,no queflion. And ^ 
my treatment of her put- it out of all dotibt. 

Soul ail over, fielford i (he Teemed fenfible of liber- 
ties, that my paflion made me iniendble of iiaving 
taken -, or fhe couU not fo deeply refent. 






She befooglit-ioe to.gWiB.of€r'jril.>luiQght»of her. 
Somedmety &c taW, Ihe- thought h^Helf 'croeUy treated 
bf her tteapcsft aad deareft rektiopi t A^Af^ ^'^h * 
f pirit of rephuDC iuuL even, of refentineDt. took- pbn^e^ 
ud the Recoo^iMipOt nt-otber tunes-fp defirable, Iwti 
am then (6 niiidi the ftvonrite i^& of-'htr heart, «|i 
was the lUieiiie fhe had: fbrmerif pl am e d . ^-bf iakintt 
htrgecdi Mbrtoa forherdbreArcCi and gulden iaa 
living npf>n'bar (mo'EftateJo the .manner her G^rttd* - 
father had btended (he Ihtottld Kve# ' ' - ^ 

Tfab feheme. flie doubted not that her Gmifio Mov^ 
iSen, who was one of her Trnfteea for that £flbMc» 
wontd enabte her (fuid that, ai flte hoped, withom-Jn- 
tigation) to porfne. And ^ he' can,, and doiea^ jrflac 
^hp let me aOLyon, faid flie^ haws I feen in jronr «bii» 
duQt ^^^ ikould' ntelce file prefer to k an tTibion'Of^ 
j(nn»efta» where tiiere isfiich a Difbniion in Miiidif . . 
' So thott 'feeft, Jaick^ thero b r]n|6ff, a»wellai^nr^ 
/fntmenty in the preference (he makes agaiiift mef— r 
Thou feeft^ that ihe prefumes to think, that flie can 
be happy without me ; and^tbat fhe moft be unhappy 
^ith me ! 

I had befought her, in the conclufion of my rc-urgcd 
arguments, to write to Mifs Howe before Mifs HoweV 
aofwer could come, in order tolay before her the pre- 
fent ftate of things ^ and if fhe *wauld/p2iy a deference to 
her judgment, to let her have an opportunity to give 
it, on the full knowledge of the cafe — 

So I wouW, Mr. Lovelace, was the anfwcr, if t 
were in doubt rayfelf, which I would prefer; Mar- 
riage, or the Scheme I have mentioned^ You cannot 
thinks Sir, but the latter muft be my choice, twilh 
to part with you with temper — Don't put me upon 
repeating — 

Part ivith me. Madam, mtcrrapted I! — I cannot 
bear thofe words ! — But let me bcfeech you, however, 
to write to Mifs Hov/c. I hope, if Mifs Howe is not 
my €DCtnj — 

Slie 
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She is BOt the enemy of your per/on^ Sir ; — as you 
would be convinced, if you/iw her Iqfi Letter {a) to 
me» But were fhe not an enemy to your a6fions^ (he 
would not be my friend, nor the friend of virtue. 
Why will you provoke from me, Mr. Lovelace, the 
barflmefs of expreffion, which, however deferved bjr 
voU| I am unwilling juft now to ufe ; having Aifiered 
enough in the two paft days from my own vehe* 
mcuce ? 

I bit my Up for vexation. I was filent. 
Mifs Howe, proceeded (he, knows the full date of 
matters already. Sir. The anfwer I expert from her 
reipe^ myfelf^ not you. Her heart is too warm in the 
eaufe of frieodfhip, to leave me to fufpenfe one mo- 
ment longer than is neceflary, as to what I want to 
know. Nor does her anfwer abfolutely depend iipoa 
berfelf. She muft fee a perfon firfl » and that perfoh 
perhaps fee others. 

The curfcd Smuggler-woman, Jack ! — Mifs 
Howe's Townfend, I doubt not ! — Plot, contrivance, 
intrigue, firatagem ! — Underground Moles thefe wo- 
men — But let the earth cover me ! let me be a Mole 
too,, thought I, if they carry their point I'^And if tlus 
Lady efcape me now ! 

She frankly owned, that &e had one thought of 
embarking out of alt our ivays for fome one of our 
American Colonies : But now that fhe had been com* 
felled to fee me (which had been her greateft dread, 
and which ftie would have giv^n her lift to avoid) £bc^ 
thought (he might be happicA in the refumption of 
her former favourite fcheme, if Mifs Howe could 
find her a reputable and private afylum, till her Cou- 
fin Morden could come. But if he came not foon^ 
and if (he had a difficulty to get to a place of refuge^ 
whether frbnv her Brother or irom any body eife [mean- 
ing me, I fuppofe] (he might yet perhaps go abroad. 

{a) The Lady inooceotly means Mr. Lovelace's forged oae. See 



a35> TOr History o/"' Vol, 5; 

FoTt to {xf the truib, (he coaM aol ihiok of retum- 
iog 10 bef Faihct'} houk ; Gncc her Bratber's rage, 
hcrSiflci't upbraiding^, her Father') auger, her Mo- 
iber's ftiil tnore-affeaing forrowiags at"! N"" own 
conrcioufnefi under ihcm all, would be iafupporcabie 
10 her. 

OJackl I am iick 10 death, I piae, I die, for 
Mifs Huwe's oexi Letter I I would biad, gagj Arip> 
rob, and do any ihiag bui murder, lo intercept it. 

But, dcterroiacd as (he Teemed to be, it was evident 
to me, iKrerthclcls, that Ihe had lIUl ioax tcudcracls 
for me. 

She often wept as (he talked, aod much ofcener 
Bgb'd. She looked at me twice with an eye of un- 
tMibte J gcallcncSs, and three times with Aa eye tend- 
ing to cooipaflion and foftaefs: But iti benign ray* 
were as oliza fnatcheH back, as I may fay, and her face 
averted, as if her fweet eye were DOE to be trufted, 
and could not fland againl^ my eager eyes ; feeking, 
as they did, for a loft heart ia hers, and endeavour- 
ing .10 peoeiraw la hec very faul, . 

More than once 1 took her hand. She llrugglcd 
DOt mufA agaioft the freedom- I pcellcd ii once with 
my lips- She wa* not very angry. A frown indeed}, 
but a frown that had more dlitrcfs in, it than iadig,tia- - 
tion- 

How came the dear foul (clothed as it is with fuch 
a filken Tefture).by all its Sieadinefs {ay. — Was it 
necelTary. ihatibe a£Uve gloom of Aich a tyrant of a 
Father, Ihould commix with fuch ai pafliic fwcctneik 
of a wiU-Iefs -Mother,.^ to - produce a Conftapcy, aa ■ 
Equanimity, a Steadioelt, in the Daughurt whicb 
neTCr woman before, could hoaQ of ^ — If fo, . fhe is 
more obliged to that defpotic Father than I j:ouId have 
imagined a creature to be, wha gave-diHinflioo to 

<flj B«e Vol. I. p. so, II. 8f. lis, HT. for wlul (he heiftK ' 
&p od dut StMdincrt which Mr. LotcUcc, tbo' « it[trati Alficier 

br it, caiuigt help adauiins* 

♦wry. 
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cverj one related to her bey ood what the Crown itfelf 
can confer. 

I hoped, I faid, that (he would admit of the iiv- 
tended vifir^ which I had fo often mentioned, of the 
two Ladies. 

She was here^ She had ieen m/. She could not 
help heifelf at prefent. She ever had the higheft re- 
gard for the Ladies of my family, becaufe of their 
worthy characters. There ibe turned away her fweet 
fiice^ and vanquifhed an half-rifen figh» 

I kneeled to her then. It was upon a verdant 
cnihion ; for we were upon the grafs-walk. I caught 
her hand. I befought her with an earneflnefs that 
called up, as I could feel, my heart to my eyes, to 
make me, by her Forgivenefs and Example, more 
worthy of them, and of her own kind and generous 
wifhes.^ By my Soul, Madam,, faid I, you ftab me 
with your goodnefs^. your undeferved goodnefs ! and 
Ic nnot bear it I 

Why, why, thought I, as I did federal times in 
this converfation^. will (he not generQuJly forgive me ? 
Why will ihe make it*neceflaiy for me to bring Lady 
Beity and my Coufin to my afliAance .' Can the 
Fortrefs expedl the fame adv^tageous capitulation, 
which yields not to tLe fummons of a refiiUefs coo* 
queror, as if it gave not the trouble of bringing up^ . 
and railing its heavy artillery again ft it ? . 

What Senfibilities^ faid the divine Creature, with | 
drawing her hand, muft thou have fupprefled ! — Wh^t 
a^dreadful, what a judicial haidnefs of heai t muft thine 
be y who canft be capable of fuch emotions as fon\e- 
timcs thou haft (hewn : and of fuch fentiments, as 
fometimes have flowed frpm thy lips^ yet canft have 
16 far overcome them all, as to be able to aQ as thou 
haft aAcd, and that from fettled purpofe and preme- 
ditation; and this, as it is Jaid, throughout the whole 
of thy life^ from infancy to this time i 
1 told ber^ that I had bopedj from the generoua 
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a (he had exprtOed for me, when I was fo Tud- 
"Kfan geroufl y taken ill.— ^Thc Ipec^cuanha- 
^Jack!] 

»Hpted mc — Well have you rewarded me 
mcern you fpeab ot"! — Huwever, I will 
fttsl^ own, now ibac I am delermined to ihint no 
■lDta6f you, chat ynu might (uDfatisfiedas 1 never* 
tlliilefl was with you] have made anintercll — 

'8lu paufed. I befought her lo proceed. 

Do you Tuppofc, Sir, and lurned away her Tweet 
An, fe we wallccd ; do you fuppofe, thac I had not 
tlioa^t of laying down a plan lo govern myfelf bj, 
whai'l found myfelf fo unhappily over reached and 
aeittd, as I may fay, out of myfeif ? When 1 found- 
tlUt Ilcould Dot be, and da, what I wifhed to be, and 
ft (6, do you imagine, thai I had not call about, what 
vu the Tuxt proper courfe to take ? — And do you be- 
lieve, that this next courfe has not coll me fome pain, 
to be oblised to— 

Thcro agaia flie ftopr. 

But let ui break off difcourfei refuned-flic.. The- 
fubjcft grows too — She fighcd— Let ns break off dif- 
courfe — I will go in — I will prepare for charch^— 
£The devil ! thought I.^ Well as I can appear in ibefe 
cvcry-day worn clothes — iookiog upon herfelf— I will, 
go to church. 

She thcD lurned from me to go into the faoufe. 

Blefs me, my beloved Creature, blcfs me with the 
coutinuBoce of this aSeJiing cooverfaiioa— ^emoHe . 
has feized my heart) — I have been cxceflively wrong 
— Give me further caufc to ciM-fc my heedlcfs folly, by. 
the coatinuaoce'of this calroj but fouUpeiietratiiig con— 
verfatioD. 

No. no, Mr Lovelace.. I have faid too mncbr. Im- 
patience begiiis to break in upon me. If you.can ex> 
cufc me to the Ladies, it will be better iat my Mind's 
fake, and for youc Credit's fake, that I do not fee 
them. Call mc to M«moTcr-iiicc, petulant, pnidilh; 
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what you pleafe call me to them. Nobody but Mifs 
Howe, to whom, next to the Almiehty, and my own 
Mother) I wifh to fland acquitted of wilful error, iliall 
know the whole of what has pafTed. Be happy, as you 
may I — Deferve to be happy, and happy you will be, 
in your own refleftion at lead, were you to be ever fo 
unhappy in other refpefts. For myfelf, if I ihall be en- 
ablfd, on due refledlion, to look back upon my own 
conduAj without the great reproach of having wilfully> 
andagaind the light of my own judgment, erred, I 
ihali be more happy, than if I had all that the world 
accounts defirable. 

The noble creature proceeded*, for I could not 
fpeak. 

This felf'acqulttal, when fpirits are lent me to difpel 
the darknefs' which at prcfcnt too often over-clouds 
my mind> will, I hope make me fuperior to all the 
calamhies that can befalme. 

Her whole perfon was informed by her fentiments* 
Sht feemed to be taller than before. How the God 
withm exalted her, not only above me, but above 
herfelf ! 

Divbe creature (as I thovght her) I called her. I 
acknowledged the fuperiority of her mind \ and was 
proceeding — But (he interrupted me — All human ex- 
cellence, faid (he, is comparative only. My Mind, 
I believe, is indeed fuperior to yours, debafed as yours 
is by evil habits: But I had not knowu it to be fo, if 
yQu had not taken pains to convince me of the ioferl- 
oriiy of yours. 

How great^ how fublimely great, this creature !— 
By my Soul, I cannot forgive her for her Virtues! — 
There is no bearing the confcioufnefs of the infinite 
inferiority (he charged me with. — But why will (be 
break from me when good refoluiions are taken 
place! — The red-hot Iron fhe rcfufes to ftrik^— O 
why will (lie fuffer the yielding wax to harden? 

,Wc had gone but a few paces tovnwdi \.\x^ V^osj^^^ 
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iAea*«vMaitt'1ir dw Inpenlacat WMOfW. indi . 
Mtks that liccaklaft «u icvif . I tonld 01^. «^^ 
«^iftadbuid% ta^le«hbcrionrciiiebi[^e.«ra.aK 
' w»ed couvsaGKiM after fanakmE - 
Not flwrnBldgo^tochnrcIi. 

. AodintOllMlioaftill^WcDt, and up-AairsdireAly. . 
Nor wanldHwaObUge me with her compinv at the : 

loficred'bf Mn. Moore to qait both the table and 
thf pulonr, rtlher than flw (hould exclude hcrfelf, or 
deprifC llu fwo widoWMlf the favour of her company. 

Thu wii ootall ibe'maucr Ihe told Mrs. Mbore. 
ShehadbecB ftmggUai to keep down her icmper, 
■thadcdft&erfomepjdnatodo it. She was de&rouv 
to cooipole herfelf, io hopes to receive beac&i b; ihe 
m^Dt Woritofitowttstnag to join in. 
. Jkba.'Uporv ueed Ctfr ner prefeace at dinner. 

Uwhadnidier Beezcufed. Tei, if fhc coatd oh- 
t^ the ftvme of oifnd the hoped for, flis might not 
heiVcHe to (be«t that fhe had gar above thofc Sen- 
fibilitiei, which gave conCderation to a man who de- 
fcfvcd not to be to her what He had been. 

This faid, no doubt, to let Mrs. Moore know, that 
the gatdcn-coQvcffation had not been a recoad ling one. 

Mrs. Moore fcemed' to wonder that we were not 
upoQ a better foot of underOanding, aficr fo long 2 
conference ; and the more, a» (he bctieved, that the 
Lady had given in to the propofal for the tepctition of 
the CcretnonjF, which V had told them was inliAed. 
upon by her Uncle Harlowe. But I accouoied for . 
th<*i by telliog boih widows^ that rhe was reftilved to* 
faeep 00 the refcrve, till Ihe heard froni Capt. Tom— 
linfon,' whether het Unde would be prefem in perlba 
at ihe Solemnity, or would name that worthy gentle- 
man for his proxy. 

Again I enjoined (IHA fecrecy, as to this particu- 

larj which was promifcd by the widows, as well for 

thcmrelvcsj as for Mifs Rawlinsj of whofe taciturnity 

the; 
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they gave me (uch an account,, as (hewed me, that 
file was Secret -kfeper 'general to ail the women of 
fafhion at Hamllead. 

The Lord, Jack I What a world of mi(chief, at 
this rate, muft Mifs Rawlins know ? — What a Pan.* 
dora's box muft her bofom be ? — Yet, had I nothing 
that was more worthy of my attention to regard, I 
would' engage to open it, and make my ufes of tbs 
difcovcry. 

And now, Belford, ihou percciveft, that all ray 
reliance i^ upon the mediation of Lady Betty, and Mifii 
Montague ; and upon the hope of intercepting Mils 
Howe's next Letter. 

LETTER XXIV. 

• iRrr.XovfiLACB, ?*<? John B£Lvord, Efq% 

•TT H E fair Inexorable is aAually gone to church* 
-■■ with Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Bevis. But Will* 
clofely attends her motions ; and 1 am in the way t9 
receive any occafionai intelligence from him. 

She did not chooje [A mighty word with the Sex ! as 

if they were aiwdys to have t]\eir own wills !] that I 

ihould wait upon her. I did not much prefs it, that 

Ae might not apprehend, that I thought I had reafoci 

to doubt her voluntary return. 

I once had it in my head to have fburvd the widow 
Bevis other employment. And I believed ihe would 
have been- as welV pieafed with my company as to go 
to church y for (he Teemed irrefolute when I told her^ 
that two out of a family were enough to go to church 
for one day. But having her Things on (as the wo- 
men call every-thing) and her Aunt Moore expeAing 
her company, (he thought it bcft to go — Left it Jboutd 
look 6ddiyij yiou know^ whifpered (he, to one who was 
above regarding how it looked. 

So here am T in my dining-room ; and have no- 
thing to do but to writei (ill they return. 
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And rtu «rUI be my TubjirA, thinkeil thou !— 
Wfc^;AfaU beaten ODC, 10 be furc; Sclf-dcbiie — 
Al^ IfMpOi'My retoorfe: For the blow being not 
AiadCf MTgnrdiin aogelU ledonUicg btsEffbita to 
ftwher. 

If k bs ml tiiiir [And yet what pover fbould ^<rr 
gonfiia H^ bave over nw 'J I ilofi*t koaw «bit it 
bf dutgivn ft check to my revenge, wbcacver 1 me- 
ditate Kofoa Sgiicn To foTcreigo a virtce. Conlckncc 
fi dead and goae, ^% I totd thee i fo it cannot be ibat. 
A yiMDg'CMifcience growing up, like ilic phceuix, 
from die. iIIme of the old one, it canaoi be fttrc/r. 
Bat if it were, it would be hard, if I could n« over- 
lap ft fnu^ Conrcieoce. 

Wdlihni, h mufi be Love, I faocy. Lov£ it- 
ftl^ infj^riag Love of 3t) objcft Co adonbic — Some lit- 
de lOeodoB pofEbly paid likewife (□ iby wbioiog ar- 
gOawDlt la her favour. 

Let LOTB then be allowed to be the tooviag prio- 
ciplei and the rather, as Love naturally makes tbe 
LoTcr loth to dilbblige the objcA of hi flame ; and 
kaowiog, that an oQencc of the mtditatii kind wiQ be 
a roorial ofieoce to ber, cannot bear that I Iboald 
think of giving it. 

liCt Lots anil me Mlk together a little on this fub- 
jeft — Be ii a Teung Confdence, or Litve^ or Tby^ft 
Jack, ihoo fceft (hat I 401 for giving every whifflet 
audience. But thit niu(E be the lad debate od thii 
fubjefl; for u not ber fate ia a oianDcr at its crifiat 
And muft not my next ftep be aa irretrievable oae, 
leod it which way it will i 

• « • • 
And now the debate is over. 
A ihoofand charming things (for Lovi is gentler 
than Comsciencb) has this little urchin fuggcAed in 
c favour. 

He pretended to know both oor hearii : And he 

would have it> that though tny love was a prodigious. 

ftroog 
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firong aad potent Lore; and tho* it has the merit of 
many months faithful fervice to plead^ and has had 
infinite difficulties to flruggle with; yet that it is not 

THB RIGHT SORT OF LOVE. 

Right fort of Love! — A puppy ! — Bur, with due 
regard to your deityfbip, faid I> what merits has fhe 
with YoTJ, that yotti ftiould be of her party ? Is hers^ 
I pray you, a right fort of Love? Is it Love at all I 
She don't pretend (h^t it is. She owns not your fove* 
TCignty. What a d— 1 moves you, to plead thus ear- 
iieAly for a rebel, who defpifes your power ? 

And then -he came with his ^V and kind's — And it 
would have ieen, zxidjiiil, as he believed, would be^ 
Love^ and a Love of the exalted kind, if I /would en- 
courage it by the right fort of Love he talked of: 
And, in jaftification of his opinion, pleaded her own 
confeffions, as well thofe of yefterday, as of this morn- 
ing : And even went fo far back as to my Ipecacuanha- 
- illnefs. 
: I never talked fo familiarly with his godfliip before^ 
Thou mayeft think therefore, that this dialed: founded 
oddly in my ears. And then he told me, how often I 
iiad thrown cold water upon the moft charming flame 
that ever warmed a Lady's bofom, while but young 
and rifing. 

I required a definition of this right fort of Love. He 
tried at it: But made a ibrry hand of it: Nor could I, 
for the foul of me, be convinced, that what he meant 
to extol, was Love. 

Upon the whole, we had a notable controverff 
upon this fubjeA, in which he infifted upon the t/n- 
frecedented merit of the Lady. Neverthelefs I got 
the better of him ; for he was ftrudt abfolutely 
dumb, when (waving her prefent perverfenefs^ 
which yet was a fufficient anfwer to all his pleas) I 
afiTerted and oflfered to prove it, by a thoufand in« 
fiances impromptu^ that Love was not gp^ctt^t^L Vs<i| 
merits nor couid be under the dookvav^iv oi (ru&etvce^ 
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or any other reafoning pr&er » And if the Lady were 
capable of Love, it was of foch a fort of Love, as he 
kad nothing to do ^ith, and vhich aercr before reignrd 
in a female heart. 

I afkcd him. What he thought of her flight from 
sne, at a time when I was moie ihao half ovcrcoine 
by the right fort cf Lave he talkedof ? — And then I 
fhewed him the Letter (be wrote, aiKi left behind her 
for me, with an intention , no doubt, mbfolutely to 
break my heart, or to proToke me to hang, drown, 
or (hoot myfclf ; to fay nothing of a multitude of de- 
chrations from her, defying his power, mnd impatiog 
ail that looked like Love in her behaviour to me, to 
the perfecution and rejection of her friends; which 
made her think of me but as a laft refort. 

Love then gave her up. The Letter, he iaid, 
deferved neither pardon nor excnfe. He did not 
chink he had been pleading for fuch a declared rebeL 
And as to the reft, he fhould be a betrayer of the 
rights of his own iovcreignty, if what I had alledged 
were true, and he were ftill to plead for her. 

I fworc to the truth of all. And truly I fwore: 
Which perhaps I do not always do. 

And now what ibinkeft thou muft become of the 
Lady, whom Love itfelt gives up, and CoxsciENCfi 
lannot plead for? 

LETTER XXV. 

Mr. Lovelace, To John Belford, Efq: 

Sunday afternoon. 

OBclford ! what a hair's-breadth efcape have I had 
— Such a one, that I tremble between terror and 
joy, at the thoughis of what might have happened, 
an(' did not. 

What a pcrverfe girl is this, to contend with her 
Fate ; yet has reafon to think, that ber very Stars 
/i/;iif '4^Mn{\, her! 1 ana \hc luckvcll qC men! — But 
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my breath almoft fails me, when I reficA upon what 
a fleoder threa'd my DelliDj hung. 

But not to keep thee in fufpenfe ; I hare^ within 
this half-hour, obtained pofiefTioD of the expected 
Letter from Mifs Howe — And by fuch an accidenti 
But here» with the formeri I dlfpatch this ; thy mef- 
icDger waiting. 

LETTER XXVI. 

Mr. LcyVELACE. In 6onfinuation* 

HUS it was — My Charmer accompanied Mrf* 
_, Moore again to church this afternoon. I had 
been very earneft, m xhcjfirfi place, to o1>tain her 
company at dinner : But in vain. According to what 
ihe had faid to Mrs. Moore (a), I was tdo confiderable 
to her to be allowed that favour. In the next place^ 
I befought her to favour me^ after dinner, with an- 
other garden-walk. But (he i^ot/Af again go to church. 
And what reaibn have I to rejoice that fhe did ! 

My worthy Triend Mrs. Bevis thought one Sermoa 
a day, nvf// obferved, enough ^ fo fiaid ait home to 
bear me company. 

The Lady and Mrs. Moore had not been gone a 
quarter of an hour, when a youn^ Country-fellow oa 
horfeback came to the door^ and inquired for Mrs* 
Harriot Lucau The widow and I (undetermined 
how we were to entertain each other) were in the 
parlour next the door; and hearing the fellow's in^ 
quiry, O my dear Mrs. Bevis, faid I, I am undone, 
undone for ever, if you don*t help me out ! — Since 
here, in all probability, is a mefienger from that im- 
placable Mns Howe with a Letter; which, if deli- 
vered to Mrs. Lovelace, may undo all we have been 
doing. 

What, faid (he, would you have me do ? 

Call the maid in this moment, that I xax\ s^'^^x^ 

(«; Sec page Ik j4. 
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{gy, caird I, in a female tone, fofily at 
Madatti} anfwered Peggy ; and came bp 

.e parlour-door. 

ell him the Lady is ill ; and has lain dowa 

couch. And get his bufinefs from him» 

ou do. 

ent Peggy. 

Fow, my dear widow, lie along on the 

I put your handkerchief over your face, 

I *will fpeak to you himfelF, he may not fee 
and your hair. — So — That's right. 1*11 

le clofet by you. 

returning]. He wont deliver his bufioefs to 
ill fpeak co Mrs. Harry Lucas her own felf. 
holding the door in my hand] Tell him^ 
is Mrs. Harriot Lucas \ and let hinn ^ome 
per him (if he doubts) that fhe is bloated^ 
and not the woman (he was. 
cnt Margery. 

Lnd now, my dear widow, let me fee what 
J Mrs. Lovelace you'll make! — Afk, If he 
1 Mifs Howe. Afk, If he lives with her. 
- {he does. Call her, at every word, your 
Howe. Offer him money-— Take this half- ' 

him — Complain of your head, to have a 
ft hold it down; and cover your forehead 
vith your hand, where your handkerchief 
your face.— That's right — And difmifs the 
Lcre he comes] — as foon as you can. 
s the fellow, bowing and fcraping, his hat 

before him with both his hands. 
3 am forry, Madam, an*t pleafe you, to 

c'n't well. 

^hat is your bufinefs with me, friend? 
^ou are Mrs. Harriot Lucas, I fuppofe, 

3fes. Do you come froovMv^^'ftti^t?. 
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ber lelToD ; and if u be as I imagine, V\\ tell you 
what yoD fball do. 

/^irf. Margaret!— Margaret ! come in this minnte. 

Loi'st. What anfwer, Kirs. Margaret, did you gWe 
the man, upon liis alking for Mrs. Harritt Lucas ? 

Peggy. I only aiked, Whai was bis bufinefs, and 
who he came from ? (For, Sir, your honour's fer- 
vant had told me how things ftood) : And I came at 
your call. Madam, before he aofwered mc. 

hovel. Well, child, if ever you wifli to be happy 
ia wedlock yourfelf, and would have people difap- 
poinied, who want to make mifchief belween you and 
-jour Holbaod, get out of him his Meffkge, or Letter 
iFhc has one, and bring \x. to me, and fay noihingto 
Mrs. Lovelace, when ihe comes in ; and here is a gui- 
nea for you. 

Peggy. 1 will do all I can to fervc your Honour's 
Worfhip for noihiog [Nevcrtbelefs, wiih a ready hand, 
taking the guinea] : For Mr. William tells mc whata 
good genilcman you be. 

Away went Pi'ggy to the fellow at the door. 

Peggy. What is your buCnefs, friend, with Mrs. 
Harry Lucas ? 

Felloiii. I muft fpeak to her her own felf. 

Ijivei, My dearefi widow, do you perfonate Mrs. 
Lovelace — ^For [leaven's fake do you perfonaie Mn. 
Jjoyelacc. 

Wifi. I perfonate Mrs. LovelacCj Sir! How can I 
'<lo that ^^She u fair : I am brown. She is Uender : 
I am plump— 

Lavil. No matter, no matter — The fellow mitj Ik 
a new-come fervani : fie is not in liveryt you fee : He 
(nay not know her perfon. Vou can but be bloated 
and in a dropfy. 

md. Brop&cal people look not fofrc& and ruddf ^ 
as I do. 

Lovel. True— But the Clown may not know Tfcat. 
Tia but lot a piefc&t iect^Aon. , 
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Peggy, Peggy, caird I, in a female tone, fofily at 
the door. Madatti, anfwered Peggy ; and came up 
to nc to the parlour-door. 

laveL Tell him the Lady is ill ; and has lain dowa 
upon the couch. And get his bufinefs from him» 
whatever you do. 
Away went Peggy* 

Lovel. Now, my dear widow, lie along on the 
Settee, and put your handkerchief over your face, 
thar^ if he /w/// fpeak to you himfelF, he may not fee 
your eyes and your hair. — So — That's right. 1*11 
itep into the clofet by you. 
I did fo. 

Peggy treturning]. He wont deliver his bufioefs to 
me. He will fpeak to Mrs. Harry Lucas her own felf. 
Lovel, [holding the door in my handj Tell him^ 
^hat This is Mrs. Harriot Lucas ; and let him (ome 
in. Whifper him (if he doubts) that fhe is bloated^ 
dropficaly and not the woman (he was. 
Away went Margery. 

Lovel. And now, my dear widow, ler me fee what 
a channiQg Mrs. Lovelace you'll make! — Afk, If he 
comes from Mifs Howe. Afk, If he lives with her. 
A£k, How (he docs. Call her, at every word, your 
dear Mils Howe. Offer him roone)-— Take this half- 
guinea for him — Complain of your head, to have a 
preteilcc to hold it down ; and cover your forehead 
and eyes with your hand, where your handkerchief 
bides not your face. — That's right — And difmifs the 
rafckl— ^[Hcre he comes] — as foon as you can. 

In came the fellow, bowing and fcraping, his hat 
poked out before him with both his hands. 

Fellow. I am forry. Madam, an*c pleafe you, to 
find you be'n't well. 

IVidow. What is your bufinefs with me, friend? 
Fellow. You are Mrs. Harriot Lucas, I fuppofe. 
Madam? 
M^idow. Yes. Do you come frorcv'SM^'S.QTiO. 
VcL. V. M ^^^^»^' 
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FtUavj. I do, Madam. 

IVidovi. Doft thcu know my rigbt name, friend ? 
Ftllow. I can give a flirewd guei's. But that is none 
of mv bulinefs. 

IVido-o). What is thybtifincfs; I hope Miis Howe 
is well ? 

FfUviu. Te», Madam; pure well, J think God. 
I wiihyou were ia too. 

IViJitw. I am too full of giiif lo be well. 
Fdlcv)- So belike 1 ha»e i'lrdfay. 
iVido'ui. My head afcea lb dreadfully, I cannot bold 
it up. I aiurt beg of you to let roe know your bufi- 
Dcfi. 

FfJhw. Nay, and that be all, my buGncfs is fooa 
IcBown. It is but to give this Letter into your owa 
fartiHar tands — Here it is, 

IVidov/. {Taking it2- From my -dear friend RK& 
How^ — Ah, my head! 

Fellov). Yes, Madam;' But I atn forry you aie ft> 
bad. 
. H'idiw, Do you live wlih Mifs Howe I 
Fellow. No, Madam; I am one of her tenant's 
fons. Her Lady-moihcr muft not know as how I 
came of this trrand. But ihc Letter, I foppofc, will 
.(ellyou all. 

Widow, How (hall I fatisfy^ou for this kind trou* 
b!c? 

Felk-w. Na how at all. What I do/is for Lore cff 
Mifs Howe. She will fatisfy me more than enough. . 
Bur, mayhap, you can fend no anfwer, you are fo ill. 
iVidari). Was youordered to wait for aa anfwer? 
Ftlhii}. No, I caooot fa.y as that I was. But -I 
was bidden to obferve how you looked, and how you 
was 1 and if you did write a line cr fo, to take care of 
it, and giie it only to our young -Landlady, in fee ret. 
IVidc-w. You fee I look ftrangely. .Not fo well as 
J ufed to do. 
fel'ow. Nay, I don't know chat J -ever Taw yon 
hut 
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but once before ; and that was at a Stile^ where I 
met you and my young Landlady ; but knew better 
than to ftsre a gentlewocnan in the face; erpecbll/ 
at a Stile. 

Widov3. Will you eat, or drink, friend ? 
Felhw. A cup of fmall Ale, I don't care if I do, 
fVtdaw, Margaref, take the young man down 
and treat him with what the houfe aiSsrds. . 

Feilow. Your fervanr, Madam. But I ftaid t© 
eat as I came along, juft upon the heath yonder ; or 
cJ/e, to fay the truth, I had been here (ooacrZT/jank 
my SfarSf thought /, thou did/}'], A piece of pow- 
dered beef was upon the table, at the iign of the 
Gaftic, where I ftopt to inquire for this houfe : And 
fo, thoffi only intended to wet my whiftle, 1 could 
not help eatings So (hall only tafte of your Ale; for 
the beef was woundily corned. 
^Prating dog ! Pox on thee ! thought L 
He withdrew, bowing and fcraping. 
Margaret, whifpered i^ in a female voice [whip- 
ping out of the clofet, and holding the parlour-door 
in my haod] Get him out of the houfe as f ift as yovi 
caoj left they come from church, and catch him here^ 
Peggy. Never fear, Sir. 

The fellow went down, and, it feems, drank a 
kirge draught of Ale; and Margaret finding him very 
talkative, told him, She begged his pardon ; but fhc 
Ihad a Sweetheart juft come from Sea, whom (he wa*« 
forced to hide in the panrry 5 fo was fare he would 
cxcufe herefrom ftaying with him. 

Ay, ay, to be lure, the clown faid: For if he could 
not mdke /forty he txould f pail none. Rut he whilpered 
her, that one 'Squire 'Lovelace was a damnation rogue 
if the truth might be told. 

For what, f^iid Margaret ? And could have given 
iim, (he told the widow (who related to me all this) 
a good dowie-of ^he chaps. 

JFor kifiing all*the women he catat tit^T* 
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At jJie fame timev the dog wrapped himlclf ronad' 
llargeiir» and giife faier a imackf ik^t^^ i]be told Mrs. 
Betii afterwards, .ihe mrght lu?e J^eard iatt ^thc parp 
.Jour. 

Sttcby Jacky ia'bamao.AatQrQ: Thiii doea. it opo^ 
rate ia iril degrees i and fo dpes tha clovp/ as .well, aa 
. hb betters^ pra^e what be t^ucea i ipnd. .ceafiue 
what he pniQfifcsi Tet thia<% de^ Wsew.aot bna the 
wench had afweJei^Aitlock^ vp'in-^ipaQiMivt Jf 
tfie friith*were hnoim, feme <rf the t<Qd|iTSim.,daiif * 
wenches might perhapa call hiin a ^BBrnM^ffMl^ 
as juftly as their bettera qf th$ £|me Jes veifififj^B^^ . 
Lofelace. . ^^, .. 

TheJcIiow told jhe .maidi that, hf ^hifr h^ dif*> 
covered of the yb^og liad>*k free, it IpgkedMlfif^ 
jio what he tooih jt to be $ an^iJie thoogbl^ lyw « fpod 
deal fatter^ as ihe hiy^ and^oot lb tall. • - v v . . • 

All women are bom to intrigtie, JstkiJaod prac* 
tife it more or lefs; as Fathers, Guardiana^ Go- 
TcrnefleSt from dear czperjeoce can fell ; and in Lote^ 
affairs are naturally expert ; and quicker in their wits 
by half than men. This ready, tho' raw wencbi 
gave an in/lance of thiSj and improved on the dropC- 
calhint I had given her. The Lady's feeming plump* 
nefs was owing to a dropfical diforder* and to the 
round pofture (he lay xn—^Very likely^ truly. Her ap- 
pearing to him to be ihorter, he might have obferved 
was owing to her drawing her feet up, from pain^ and 
becaufe the couch was too fliort, fhe fnppofed — Ad^ 
fo^ he did not think of that. Her rofy colour was 
owing to her grief and head-ache^ — Ay^ thftt might very 
*weU be — But he was highly pleaftd that he had given 
the Letter into Mrs. Harriot's own hand, as he ihould 
^Jtell Mifs Howe. ~ , . 

He deflred once more to fee the Lady at his going 
away, and would not be denied. The widow there- 
fore fat up, with her handkerchief over her fatc^ 
Icanwg her hc^d aaainft the wainfcor. 

He 
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He alked, If flic had any partiklar Meflagc, 

No : She was fo ill ihe could not wrice; which was 
a great grief to her. 

Should he call next day? for he was going to Lon-^ 
don, now be was fo near; and (hould flay at a coufin's 
Ihat night, who lived In a ftrcet called Fetter-lane, - 

Jtioi She would write as foon as able^ and fend 
by the poft. 

Well thiem, if (he had nothing to fend by hitn, may- 
bap he might ftay in top.n a day or two \ for he had 
never feen the Lions in the Tower^ or Bcdlaait nor 
the Tombs; and he would make a holiday or two, as 
he had leave to do> If ihs had no bufineis or meflagc 
ihit required hbpofting down next day. . 

She had not.' 

Bhe offered him tHe half-guinea I had given her for ' 
him; but he refufed it3 with great profeflions of dlA 
intcreftedneis, and Love, as he called it, to Mifs 
Howe; to ferve whom, he Mrould ride to the World's* 
cod, or even to Jericho. 

And fo the Shocking rafcal went away: And glad 
at my heart 'was T^when he was gone; for I feared 
oothiog fo much as that he would have ftaid till they 
came from church.^ 

Thus, Jack, got I mj bearfs-eafe, the Letter of 
Mifs Howe^ and thro' fuch a train of accidents, as 
nctakes me fay, that the Lady's Stars fight againft her. 
Boc yet I muff attribute a good deal to my own pre- 
caution, in having taken right meafures : iPor had I 
not fecured the widow by my (lories, and the maid 
by my fervant, all would have fignified nothing. And 
lb heartily were they fecured, -the one by. a fingle gui- 
nea, the other by half a dozen warm kiiles, and the 
averiion they both had to fuch wicked creatures asde« 
lighted in making. mifcbief between Man and Wife» 
that they promiied, that neither Mrs. Moore, Mifs 
Kkwliosi Mrs. Lovelace, nor any body living^^ vvll'^ 
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vcek at ]eal\ were pad. and lill I gave leave, Ihould 
know any-ihiiig of the tnaiier. 

The widow icjoitcd ih-t 1 had got ihc mifchief- 
mikec's Letier. I excu/cd myfclf to btr, add in- 
Daniiy wiihdrew wilh ii; and, after 1 had read i', 
fell to my fhori hdod, to itcquaiot thee with my goad 
Juck: Ar.d Lficy not ictuining fo Toon ss chiiith waa 
t!one (fttppiogj as it is proved, in lo Mifj Kanlios's, 
and tatrjing iheie a-whilc, to bring ihar bufy girl 
wfth ihem lo di ink tea) I wr.ie thus tar lo ihte, that 
ihou mlgbiefl, when thru camcit to this place, 
joicc wilh mc upon the cccafion. 

Thty ace all ihrce juft ccme in, 

1 hs^cn to them. 



i^ 



LETTER XXVII. 
Jitr. LovELJCE, To John BelforDj EJgi 

I Have begun atioiherLetteriothee, in comrn 
of roy Narrative: But I believe I (hall fend ihec 
iliis before I ihali finllh ihst. By the inclofed thou 
^^ill fee, thai ntithcr cf the coirtfpondents clcferve 
mercy tioni mc: And I am refolved to make tbc 
linding with one^ the I3eginn!Dg with the other. 

If thou faycA, That the provocatioas I have given 
lo otie of then;, n ill jofiify hr fietdoms ; I anlVcr, 
*'o ihej u-i!l, to any other peifon but myfelf. But be 
that is capable of giving ihofe'provocaEiohs, and has 
the power to punifli thole who abufc him /er giving 
ihem, «■/// fhtw his .refentmcnt; and the more re- 
morfclefsly^ peVhaps, as be has defirved \hc freedoms. 

If thou iayeft; It is, hi>wever, wiong to do fo ^ I 
reply, that it is ncvenhelers human nitnre ■-■^And 
wouldft thou not have me be a man. Jack i 

Here read the Letter, if thou wilt. But thon art 
not my fiicnd, if thou oSereft lo plead for ciihetof 
ihe ftivey crtatutcsi aftct thou haji read it. 
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To Mrs. Harriot Ltjcas at Mrs. Moore's, ae 

Hamftead' • 

FTER the difcovcfieff I had made of the viU 
lainous machinations of xYxtmoft' abandoned of men 
particularized in my long Letter of Wcdncfday (oj 
lafl:^ you will believe, my deared friend, that iny 
furprize upon perufing yours of Thurfday evening 
from Hamftead (b) was not fo great as tny indigoa- 
tioo. Had the villain attempted to fire a city inffead 
<if ao houfe, I (hould not have wondered at it. Alt 
that I am amazed at is, that he (whofe boail, as I 
am told, it is, that no woman /ball keep him out of her 
hJehambfTf when he has made a refolution to be in it), 
did not dtfcover his foot before. And it is as flrang^ 
to mCi that, having got you at fuch a locking aid- 
▼antage, and in fuch an horrid houfe, you ^ould, at. 
the time| efcape difhonour^ and afterwards get from 
filch a fet of b^ftrnats. 

I gave yoU| in ray long Letter of Wednefday and\ 
Thuriilay laft, reafons why you ought to miftruft that 
fpcciotts Tomlinfon, That man, my dear, muft be. 
a fi)kmD villain. May lightning from tieaven blajf 
the wretch^ nubo has fet him, and the fejl of his re- 
morseless GANG, at work, to endeavour to defiroy 
the moft confummate virtue! — Heaven be praifed I you 
have efcapcd from all their fnares, and now are out of 
danger. — lio I will not trouble you at prefent with the. 
particulars that I have further colk^icd relating to 
this abominable Fmpofture. , 

For the fame reafon, I forbear to communicate to 
you fomc new Stories of the abhor ed nvretch him/e!f 
vrhich have come to my ears. One in particular^ of^ 
fo (hocking a nature I — Indeed, my dear, the man's a . 
devil. 

The whole Story of Mrs. Fretchville, and her 
hpufe, I have no doubt to pronounce, likewife, ao 

- M 4 ^Wixixn. 

(a) See p. 30, — 4^» , (Tb'i See ^« \^> — ^^^^ 
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abfolute fiction. — Fellow.' — Haiu my foul Jpurnt tht 
Villaiti! 

Your thought of going abroad, and your reafoos 
for fo ilolng, moH IcoGi^ly ulfeift me. But be com- 
forted, my Jcar; I hope you will riot be under a ne- 
cffliiy of quilling your nJiivc country. Were 1 fure, 
thit Thai muft be ihc cruel cale, I would sbmdan 
all my own better profpci£ls, and foon be wiih you. 
And I would accompany yuu whiihei-foever you went, 
and ihart fortunes with you: For it is itnpodiblc that 
] Ihould be hHppT, if I tcne;? that you were expofed 
not only to the ptriis cf the fea, but to the kttemptf 
of other vile mcoi your peiToiia! graces atttifting 
every eye, and eapofing you to thofc hourly Atn- 
gers, which others, lefs dillinguifhed by the gifts of 
Nature, might avoid. — All thdt I know, thai Beauty 
(fo greatly coveitd, and lo greatly admired) is good 
for. 

O, my dear, were I ever to marry, and to be thft 
ipother of a Clarissa [ClariJJe. mull be the DBme, 
ifpromifiog lovely] how often would my heart ake 
for the dear creature, js (he grew up, when I re- 
lieved, that a prtidcnce and dilcrciion unexampled in 
vomen, had not, \n you, been a fuiHcient proteVioti 
10 that Beauty, which had drawn after it aa many 
admirers as beholders! — How little fliould I regrcC 
the attacks of that crjicl dillemper, as it is called, 
which frequently makes the greaieil ravages ia the 
£ue(l faces ! 

- Sat, J/UrHssn. 

I HAVE ju{l parted with Mrs. Townfend (n). I 
thought you had once Teen her with me: But flie 
fays, llie never had the honour to bepeifonaily knowa 
to you. She has a manlike f^hit. She kuows the 
world. And her two Brothers being in town, {he il 
fure flie cao eagage tktmy in fo good a caufe, and (if 

('} Foitheaccouotcf Mrt. TowoJcod, Ac. fee Vol. IV. p. tji. 
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thierc ihould be occalioii) both their Ships Crews, io 
your fervice.^ 

Give your cotifent, my dear; and the horrid vil' 
lain (hall be repaid with broken bones, at leq/i, for all 
his vilcDefii ! 

The misfortorte is, Mrs* Townfcnd cannot be with 
you till Thurjday next, or IVednefday, at fooneji : Are 
ycm fure you can be lafe where you are, till tlien.^ I 
think you are too near London; and perhaps you 
had better be i« i>. ' If you rcrnovc, let me, the very 
moment, know nvhithet, ■ 

How my heart is torn,' -to think of the neccflity fa " 
dear a creature is driven to, of hiding hcrfelf 1 De* 
viii/h felloe ! Hz muft have been fportive and wanton 
in his inventions-^Ycl that cruel, ihatfavage fportive- 
nefs has faved you from the fuddcn violence to which 
he has had recourfe in the violation of others, of 
names and families' not contempiible. For fuch the 
tftHain dXvfSjs gloried to fpread his fnare$. 

Tlievilenefs of thisfpecioui monjfer has done more, • 
than^any other- confidcraiioff could do, to bring Mr. 
likkiaaii into credit with me« Mr. Uickman alone 
knon^'lfor me) of your flight, and the reafon of if. 
Had 1 not given him the realon, he might have 
thought Jlill worfe- of the vile attempt. 'I commu- 
nicated it to him by^hewing him your Letter fromi 
Hamftead. • When he had read it [and he trembled 
and reddened, '^s ht readj hrihrew himfelfat my feet^ 
and befought me to permit him to attend you, and to 
give yoii the prote^ion of his houfe:^- The good- 
ostured man had tears in his eyes^, and was repeatedly 
cameii on this fubjedt ; propofing to take his chariot- 
and-fotif,' or a Set, and in perfon/ in the face of all 
the world» jgive himfelf ihe-glory of proteding fuch 
afi^pppeffed innocents ' 

i GOUld «ot , be'< plcafed with him. And J let him 
know that i was. I hardly expefted fo much fpiric 
6om him. But a mam's pSiffivcncfs 10 «i\it\oN^i. ^^^^ 

Jd 5 vsli 
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)f our (cT. majr nott perhaps, argue want of courage 
>Q prapcr occaGoos. 

1 ihought I ougbf, in return, to have fomc con- 
'idcratioD fjr his raficy, as fucb an open Aep would 
Iraw upon him the ycngesncc of ihc mofl villainous 
'njrrprifir in ihe world, who has always a gang of 
^elkvjs, I'uch as himrelf, at his call, ready ro Tupport 
line aoolhcr in ihc vileft outrages. Bue yei, as Mr- 
tlJckman might have ftreogthened his hands by legal 
recourlrs, I Ihould not have Hood upon it, had I not 
iinown your delicacy [fincc fuch a flep niuft have 
R)ade a grea.t noifc, and given occalion for fcandal, as 
it fomc advantage had been gained over youj aod were 
ihere ngt the grcaieft probability, that all might be 
morcfilentiy, and more effedlually, managed by Mrs. 
Townfend's means. 

Mis. Townfend will in perfou attend you — She 
htpcs, oQ WedoeliJay — Her Brothers, and Tome of 
their people, will fcalteringly, and as if tlicy knew, 
nothipg,of you [So we have conlriwed] fee you fafe 
not only lo LoniJon, hut to her houfe m Deplfbrd. 

She has a kinfwoman, who will tjke your com- 
mands there, if flie hcrfelf be obliged to leave you. 
And there you may Itay, till the wretch's fury oa 
lofing you, and his learch, are over. 

He will veiy fuoo, 'lis likely, enter upon fome new 
•uillainy, which may engrois him: And it may be 
given 9Dt, that you are gone to lay claim to.ihe pro- , 
tefHon of youi- Coufio Morden at Elurcnce. 

Poflibty, if Ke can be made to believe it,. he will, 
go over, in hopes lo find you there. 

After a while, I can procure you a lodging in one 
of our neighbouring villagrs; where I may have the 
happincfs (o be your daily vjfitor. And if ihis.Hick- 
man be not fitly and apift, and if my Mother do aoti 
do unnccoijouble things,, I may the^ ^ooner think of 
marrying, that I inay,, without controuU rcc(i»c and, 
en'cnain the darUng of niy bearU- .^ 

Uaoj 
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M^ny, verf maoyi happy days do I hope we (hall 
yeriee together: And as this is my hope, I^ expcft 
tbtt it will \ityour conroUtioo*. 

As to your Efliate^ fince you are refolved not to 
litigate for it^ we will be patien:, either till Col. 
Mordeujarrives, or till (hame compels fome peopU to 
be jfift* 

Upon the whole, L cannot but think your pro- 
^e£ts tuy\i) much happier^ than they could have been, 
bad you been aftna^y married to fuch a man as ihis* 
I muft therefore coogratuUte you upon your efcape,. 
not only frtim an horrid Libertine^ but from fo vile a 
Hujhand^ as he mnft have made to any woman ^ but 
xnore efpeciaUy to a perfon of your virtue and de-* 
ttcacy. 

You hate bim^ heartily hate him^ I hope, my dear . 
—1 ^vfufuri you do. Ic would be ftrange^ it fo muc,h . 
purity of life and nsanners were not to abhor what is 
lb repugnant to itfelf. , 

In your Letter before me,.you mentiba one writteo 
to me for. a feint [a).> liiave not received any iuclu 
Depend upon it therefore, thai he muft have it. And . 
if he has^ it is a- wonder that he did not likewifc gej^ 
my long one of the 7th. Heaven be prailcd that he - 
did ViOX\ and that it camefafe to your hands i 

I-fend this by a young fellow, whole father is one^ 
of our tenants, with commaod to deliver it to jqo other 
hands but youfs» . Heas^to return dire<5tly^ if you give 
bim any Letter. I£ not, ht will proceed to X^ondon ■* 
upon his own pleafures. He is a iimple fellow; but 
▼ery honeft.. bey you may fay axvy-thing to him. If 
you write not by bim, J defire a line or two, as fooa . 
as -poffible» . 

My Mother knows nothing pf hii going to you : . 
Norjet of your abandoning the fallow L lorgive nic F : 
JB}ic be is not intitkd to good manners. 

1 ihall long to heaf how you and Mrs, Townfend. * 

M ScepvS3'5^.- 
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order matters. I w!0i (he could have been with you 
fooDer. But I have loft no time in engaging her^ as 
you will fappofe. I refer to her^ what I have further 
to fay and advife. So (hall conclude with my pray- 
crSf that heaven will d^red and protect my deareft 
creatnre, and make your future days happy ! 

Anna Howe. 

And now. Jack, I will fuppofe, that thou haft 
read this curled Letter. Allow me to make a few 
obfervations upon fome of its contents. 

// IX ftrange to Mifs Howe, that having got her 
friend at fuch a Jbocking advantage , &c.3 Aad it is 
ilrange to me, too. If ever I have fuck another op^ 

f>rtunity given to me» the caufe of both our wonder^ 
believe, will ceafe. 

So thou (eeft Tomlinfon is further detected. No 
fuch pcrfon as Mrs. FretchvilU. . May lightning from 
heaven — O Lord, O Lord, .0 Lord ! — What an hor- 
rid Vixen is this I — My gang^ my remorfelefs gangy 
too, is brought in — Aod thou wilt plead for thefc 
girls again ; wilt thou ? — Heaven be praifed^ (he fays^ 
that her friend is out of danger — Mris Howe fiiould 
be fure of that: And that fhe herfelf is fafe. — But for 
this termagant (as I often faid) I muft furely have 
imade a better hand of it — 

IVe'iu Stories of roe Jack ! — What can they be ?— 
1 have not found, that- my generofity to my Rofebud 
ever did me due credit with this pair of friends. Very 
hard, Belford, that Credits cannot be fet againft De« 
bits, and a balance ftruck in a Rake's favoi>r, as well 
as in that of every eommon man ! — Rut he, from whom 
no good is exped^ed^ is not allowed the merit o( the 
^ood he does. 

I ought to have been a little more attentive to cha* 
zaDer^ than I have beeti. For, notwiihltanding that 
the meafurc^ of Ki^ht ^lA Wrong are faid to be fo 

^ahifcfl> 
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maoifefty let, me tell theey that chara6ltr biafles and 
runs away with all maDkiod:. Let a man or woman 
once eftablifh themielves in the world's opinion, and 
all that either of them do will be fan^fied. Nayi 
so the very Courts of Juflice, does not chdra^ler ac« 
quit or condemn as often as fads, and fometimes even 
in fpite of fa&s ? — Tet, [impolitic that 1 hsrve been» 
and am!] to be fo carclefs of mine 1-— And now^ I 
doubtj it is irretrievable. — But to leave moralizing. 

Thou, Jacky knoweft almoft all my enterprises 
worth remembering. Can this particular Story, which 
this girl hiqts at, l^ that of Lucy Villars ?->-Or can 
fhe have heard of my intrigue with the pretty Gypfey, 
virho met me to Norwood, and of the trap I caught 
her cruel hu(band in [A fellow, as gloomy and ty- 
rannical as old Harlowej when he purfued a wife, 
who would not have deferved ill of Mm, if he had 
dcferved well of A^r^— But he was not quite drown- 
ed. The man is alive at this day : And Mil's Howe 
mentions the Story as a verj^ ihocking one. Befide^ 
both thefe are a twelvemonth old, or more. 

But evirfatne and fcandal are always Mw* When 
the offender has forgot a vile faA, it is often told to 
one and to another^ who, having never heard of it 
before, trumpet it about as a novelty to others. But 
well faid the honeft cOrregidor at Madrid t A faying 
with which I enriched Lord M's collc£lion3 — Good 
anions are remembered hut fcr a day : Bad ones for 
man^ years after the Jffe 0/ the gutlty. — Such is the 
relifh that the world has for fcandal. In other words. 
Such is the defire which every one has to exculpate 
bimfelf by blackening his neighbour. Tou and I, 
Belford, have been very kind to the world, in fur« 
pifliing it wivh opportunities to gratify its devil, 

•Mij4 Howe wiU abandon her own better profpeEls 
and Jbare fortunes with her, were fhe to go abroad,'] 
—Charming Romancer .' — I muft fet about this girl. 
Jack. I i^ve always had hopes of a wotsv^^ h)Vs^<^ 
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mffions txcTj ber ibto facfa altitudes !— *Had I attaclted 
Mifs Howe nrl^ her paflions (inflamed and guided, 
fti I could h-iTe managedahem) would* luTe brought 
her to my lure in a fortnight. 

But thiokeft thou [and yet I think thou doft] that 
there it an J- thing jn thefe high flights among the Sex f 
Veriljy J^ck, thefe Tehemcnt friendfliips are nothing 
tmt chaff and ftubble, liaUc to be blown away by the 
▼cry wind that raifet them. Apes ! mere apes of us/ 
they think the word friend/bip has a pretty foundi 
with it; and it is much talked of; a famionable 
word : And fo, truly, a fingle woman, -who thinks, 
flie has a Soul, and kuiows that Qie wants fomethiag;^ 
would be thought to hairc found a feliow-footfer it 
fai her own Sex. But I repeat, that the word is a . 
99ere word, the thing a mere name with them;, a. 
cork-bottomed (huttie-cock, whteh they are fond of 
ftriking to and fro, to make one anoriier-glow in the 
frofty weather of a Single State ; but which, when a 
man comes in between the pretended infeparahles^ W 
given upi like their Muik^ and other maidenly amufe* 
ments; which, neverthelefs, may be neceCiry ta 
keep the pretty rogues out of aAive mifchief. They 
then,Jn (hort, having caught the ,^, lay afide thq 
net (a). 

Thou baft a mind, perhaps, to make an exception 
for thefe two Ladies. With all my heart. My Cla«« ■ 
rlfTa has, if -xvemjn. has^ a foul capable of friendihip. 
Her flatne is bright and (Idady. But Mii's Hoove's, 
were it not kept up by. her Mother's oppofition, is too 
vehement to endure. How often have I known op-. 

foflljon not only cement Friendlhipi but create Love i 
4oubt not but, poor Hkkmao would fare the better 

with 

(a) ^z\\^c% here to the Aoiy.of a pope, vrbo (ooce a poor 
fifhernian) thro* every picfcTment he rofc to, even to ih*»t ol the; 
Cardinalate, hung up in vie* of all his gucOs, his Met, as a tokca 
ofhamility. But, when he arrived at tlie Ponti^catc, he took !t^ 
down, f»ymgt That there wa& ao need of the it^ict, \^ea bt;.iK.jLr 
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with this Yizen, if her Mother were as heartily againft 
him, as ihe is for him. 

Thus much indeed, as to thefe two Ladies, I will 
grant thee ; that the aftive fpirit of the one, and the 
meek difpofition of the other, may make their friend* 
fhip more durable than it would otherwife be; for 
this is certain, that in every friendfhip, whether male 
or fcmtle« there muft be a man and a woman fpirit 
(that is to fay, one of them, a forbearing one)^ to^ 
make it permanent. 

But this I pronounce, as a. truth, which all ezpe^ 
rience confirms; that friendihip between women ne* 
▼er holds to the facrifice of capital gratifications, or 
to the endangering of life, limb, or eftate, as it often 
does tn our nobler Sex.' 

Well, but nexjt comes an indiAment againft poor. 
Beauty 1 — What has Beauty done, that Mifs Howe 
fliould be offended at it .'.^Mifs Howe, Jack, is a 
charming girl. Slje has no reafon to quarrel with 
Beauty I — Didft ever fee her ? — Too much fire and 
fpirit in her eye indeed, for a girl ! — But that's no 
fault with a man, that can lower that fire and fpirit 
at pleafure ; and I know I am the inan that can. 

A f>reet auburn Beauty is Mifs Howe. A firft 
Beauty among Beauties, when her Tweeter friend 
£witb fuch an aflemUage of ferene gracefulnefs, of 
natural elegance, of nati?e (weetnefs, yet conftioua 
thp* not arrogant, digoicy, every feature glowing 
with intelligence^ is not in company.. 

The difference between the two^ when together, 
I, have fooietimes delighted to read, in the dddreiTes 
of a Stranger entering into the prefence of both, when 
flanding fide hy fide. There never was an inflaoc< 
op iuch an occ^afion where the Stranger paid noi hia 
firft devoirs to my Clarifnt. 

Airefpedful fiolemn awe (at upon every feature of 
fbc avldrefier*s..£ace. His eye fcemed to afk leave to 
approach her;- and lover- than t common, whe^h^c 
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man or woman, was t^iebow or coartefy* And altUo' 
this awe was immediately diminiflied bf ' her conde« 
fceodiag fMTeetnefsy yec went it not fo entirely off, but 
that you might fee the reverence remain, as if the ^ 
pcrfoo faw mors of the goddefs than of the woman 
ID her. 

But the moment the fame Stranger ttims to Mifs 
Howe (tho' prond and faucy, and ereft land bridlingf 
(he) you wiU obierve by the turn of his countenance, 
and the air of his addrefs, a kind of equality aflomed. 
He appears to have difcovered the woman in her, 
charming as- thsit^ woman i$. He^fmiles. He feems ^ 
to expert repartee and knartnefsr and is never diiap- 
pointed. But then vifiiiiy he prepares himfelf to give 
as well as take. He dares, after iie thas been a while 
in her company, to diipiotc a point with her — Every 
point yielded up to the other, tho! no afiumlngor ' 
dogmatical air compels it. 

In ihort^ with Mifs Howe, a bold inati fees [No ' 
doubt but Sir George Colmar did] that he and (he may 
either very (bon be familiar together [I mean with in« 
nocenC(^[} or he may fo far incur her difplcafure, as to 
ht forbid her preftnce for ever. 

For my own part, when I was firft introduced to • 
this Lady, which was by my goddefs when fhe her- 
felf was a vifitor at Mrs. Howe's; I had not been 
half an hour with her, but I even hungered and thirft- 
cd after a Romping-bout with the lively rogue; and 
in the fecond or third vifit,- was mote deterred by the 
delicacy of her friend, than by what I apprehended 
from her own. This charming creature's prefence^ 
thought I, awes us both. And I wifhed her abfence^ 
tho' any other woman were prefent, that I might try 
the difference in MifsHiwe's behaviour before hes • 
irjend*s face, or behind her back* 

Delicate tvon^en make delicate women, as well as 
decent men. With all Mifs Howe's fire and fpirk,' 
it was eaiy to lee^ by her very eye, that fhe watched 

foe 
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for leflbns, arid feared reproof, from the penetrating 
eye of her milder di<ipofition*d friend (a): And yet 
it was as eafy to oblerve,* in the candor and fweet 
manners of the other, that the fear which Mifs Howe 
flood in of her, was more owing ro her own generous 
apprchenfion that (he fell fhort of her excellencies, 
\han to Mifs Harlowe's confcioufnefs of excellence 
over her. I have often, ixftce I came at Mils Howt't 
Leters, revolved this jud and fine pralfe contained ia 
one of them {b) : * Every one faw, that the prefc- 

* rence they gave you to them/elves^ exalted you not 

* into any vifible triumph over them \ for you had 
^ always fomethiog to fay, on every point you carried, 

* ihat raifcd the yielding heart, and left every one 
^ {leafed and fatlsfied with tbemfelveSf tho' they car« 
' ried not off the paloi.' 

At I propofe in my more advanced life, to endea« 
irour to atone for my youthful freedoms with iodivi* 
duals of tbe 3cx> by giving cautions and inftruAions 
to the whole, I have made a memorandum to enlarge 
upon this doArine; to wit. That it is full as necef* 
fary to direA daughters in the choice of their female* 
companions^ as it is to guard them againft the defigns 
pf men. 

I fay not this, however, to the difparagement of 
Mifs Howe« She has from pride^ what her friend has 
from principU [The Lord help the Sex, if they had 
not pride I3 — But yet I am confident, that Mifs Howe 
is indebted to the converfation and correfpondence of 
Mifs Harlowe for her higheft improvements. But^ 
both thefe Ladies out of the queflion, I make no 
icruple to aver [And I, Jack, fhould know fome* 
thing of the matter^ that there have been more girls 

ruined', 

(a) Mif« Howe, in Vol. Ill, p. 8>. fays, Thtt Jbe -was alwiyt imre 
^f^md ff CX^t'i^^ thin of her Mother ; and ia Vol. III. p. ao8. That fie 
fears her alnfifi as much cs Jhe love^ htr; and in many ether places* ill 
h^t Lettcrf, vexifi^ this obiervatton of Lovelace* 

ifi) V*l IV* p. 6%. 
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ruined, ai leaft prepared for ruin, by their owa Ses 
[lakrng in fervanis, as well as coiipanions) tliao <£- 
r^fl^ by the aitempis and delufions of men. 

Bill it is time enough, when I am old and J3y]efs, 
lo tnlarge up'in this (opjc. 

As lo the compirifon between the two L^dle*, I 
iviU cxpaiiaie more on ihil fubjeift (far I like ii) whea 
\ hav« had them io/A— Whith this Lttter of ihe Visen 
girl's, ] hope ihoji wilt allow, wanaots me to try for. 

{ return la the conCderaiion of a few more of \i% 
contents, tojuAify my vcogeanccs to nearly nuw ia 
view' 

As to Mrs. Townfend; her manlike fpiritj her 
two brothers; and their Siiips crews — ^1 fay nothlog 
but this to rhe inroleni threaieoiog— Let 'em come!— 
But as to her fordid nicnace — To repay the horrid 
vilhiriy as fltie calls me,/3r all my vilene/r, by brokek 
BOtJfLs! — Broken bones, Bclford! — Who car bear 
this pjrterly threatening! — Broken bones, Jack !— 
Damn ihe liiilc vnfgar — Give me a mm for her— 
But I banifh all fiirhu: refcniirent. If I get ihefe 
two girls into mj- power, Heiven forbid thai I (houitt 
be a fecoud Phalarb, who turn'd his Bull upon tht 
artift! No bones of theirs will I break: — They Oiil> 
come off with me upon much lighter terms! — 

But thefc fellows are Smugglers, it rcciiu. And 
am not I a Smuggler too ! — I atn; and have not the 
leaft doubt, but I Ihall have fecured my goods before 
Thurfday, or Wednefday eilher- 

But did I want a plot, what a charming new one 
does this Letter of Mifa Howe ftrike me out f I aii> 
almoCt forty that I have fised upon. one. — For here, 
how eafy would it be for me, to atTfrnbic a crew of 
Swabbers, and to create a Mrs.' Townfend (wbofe 
perfon, then feed, my Beloved knows not) to come 
on Tuefday, at Mifs Howe's repeated folicitatiom, 
in order to carry my Beloved to it warehoufc of m$. 
owa providiogf 
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This, however^ is my trumphant hope^ that at the 
vtry time that thefe RagatnuHins will be at Hacnflead 
(looking for us) my dear Mifs Harlowe and i [So the 
Faces, I imagine, have ordained] (ha)l be faft aileep 
in each other's arms in town. — Lie RiW, villain, till 
the time comes.^ — My heart, Jack; my heart! — It 
is always thumping away on the remoteA profpeAs of 
this nature. - 

But it feems, that tbe vilenefi of this fpeciovs mwi^ 
Jier [meaning me, Jack I J has brought Hickman into 
credit with her. So 1 have Aozitjbme good! — But 
to whom, I cannot tell: For this poor fellow, Oiould 
I permit him to have this termagant, will be puolihed^ 
as many times we all are, by the enjoyment of his 
own wiflies — Nor can ihe be happy,, as I take it, with 
him, were he to govern himfelf by hef wii), and have 
Bone of his own ; fince never was there a directing 
ivife, who knew .where to ftop : Power makes fuclv 
a one wanton — She defpifes the man (he can govern* 
Like Alexander, who wept, that he had no more 
worlds {o conquer, ihe will be looking- out for neir 
cxerciies for her power, till (he grow uneafy to herfelfs: 
a difcredit to her hufband, and a plague to all abouc 
her. 

But this honed fellow, it feems, with iean in his 
eyeSi znd whh bumbie prcfiration^ befought the Vixen 
to permit him to- fet out in his chariot and four ^ in or* 
dcr to give- himfelf the glory of protesting fuch an op^^ 
freffed innocent ^ in the fyce cf the ivhole world. Nay, 
he reddened, it feems ^ and trembled too 1 as he read 
the ^r complainants*s Letter. — How valiant is all this ! 
—Women love brave men; and no wonder, that his 
tearSy his tremblings and his projiratitn^ gave him 
high reputation with the metk Mifs Howe. 

But dofl think. Jack, that I in the like cafe (and 
equally ajffefted with the diftrefs) fhould have aAcd 
thus P-'Doft think, that I (hould not firft have refcued 
the Lady, and then, if needCuli \^^ ^S&s.^ t.^v^\& 
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for it. the Lady in my liaod f — Wouldfl aot thu hive 
done ibu.", ai well as I .' 

But 'tU belt 15 it 13. Honeft' Hickman may noir 
neep io a whole Ikia. AnJ yet ib^t u more perhaps 
ilian he would lnvc done (the Ladv's deliverance un- 
attempted) h<id I coma at (his retja^fted fiermi^sn of hi* 
&ny other way, than by a L:ttcr, thit k mull not be 
known I hive intercepced. 

Mifs Howe thinks I may be diverted front pur- 
fuiog my Charmer, by fomc new-flarted vilhiny. 
VtUaiaj is a word ihat Ihe \i exirctnely fotid of. But 
[ can tell her, ihit it is inipailibk I (hould, till the 
End of this villainy be obtained. Difficulty is a Jlimu- 
iui with fuch a fpirit <is miae. I tliought Mils How& 
knew me beftcr. Were fhe to offer hcrfelf, perfbu 
(<jt p=non, in the rotnaocing zeal of her fricndihip, to 
Jave bcr friend, ii Ihould not do, while the dear crea* 
ture is on vhis fide the oioon. 

8hc thinks heaven, that her friend has received her 
Letter of the ^ih. We are all glad of it. She ought 
to thank tne loo. fiut I will nut at prefcQt claim ht;r 
thanki. 

But whcQ {he rejoicec, that the Letter veat fafe, . 
docs Ihe not, jn effedl, ciU out for vengeance, and ex' 
fea it! — All in good iioie, M?fs Howe. IVhen /ettejl : 
thou outftr the Ifie eflVigbt, Love ? 

I will clofc at ibit titne with deliring thee to make a - 
Liji of the virulent terms with which the inclofed Let' 
(er abounds: Aud then, if thou fappofeft, ^bat I have 
made Aicb aooLber, and have added to it all the flow* 
•rsof thcfameBlowiin the former Letters of the fame 
fancy creaiui^e^ and tbofe in that of Mifs Harlowe 
which (he left for mc on her elopement, tbou wilt 
certainly ibink. thai I have provocations fufficient to 
jsllify me in all 1 Ihall do to cither. 

Return the iadofcd the moment thou bail per- 
tofedii. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Mr. Lovelace, To John Bblford, Efq : 

Sunday Mgbt — Monday Morning. ' 

I WENT down wirh Revenge in my hearty the 
contents of Mifs Howe'5 Letter almoft eogrofiing 
ine, the moment that Mifs Harlowe and Mrs. Moore 
(accompanied by Mifs Rawlins) came in : But in my 
countenance all the gentle, the placid, the ferene^ 
th'nt the glafs could teach ; and in my behaviour all 
the polite, that fuch an unpohte creature, as (be has 
often told me I am, could put on. 

Mifs Rawlins was fent for home almoft as foon as 

Ae came 10, to entertain an unexpedted vifitor ; to 

her great regret, as Aveli as to the difappointment of 

my Fair-ooe, as I could perceive from the looks of 

■ both: For they had agreed, it feems, if I went to 

town, as I faid I intended to do, to cake a walk upon 

the Heath ; at leaft in Mrs. Moore's garden, and 

who knows what might have been the i0ue, had the 

fplrtt of curioCty in the one met with the fpirit of 

communication in the other ? 

Mifs Rawlins promifcd to return, if poffible : But 
.fent to excufe herfelf ; her vifitor intending to ftay 
jwith her all night. 

I rejoiced in my heart, at iier meilage ; and, after 
.much fupplication, obtained the favour of my Be- 
loved's company for another walk in the garden^ 
Jiaving, as.I told her, abundance of things to fay, to 
propofc, and to be informed of, in order uhimatelj 
to govern myfclf in my future fteps. 

ohe had vouchfafed, I fhould have told thee, with 
eyes turned from me, and in an half-afide attitude, 
to fip two difhcs of tea in my company — Dear foul! 
—How anger unpohjbes the.moft polite ! for I never 
faw Mifs. Harlowe behave fo aukwardly. I imagined 
ihc knew not how to be aukwatd. 
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Wlien we were in ihe garditn, I poured my whole 
foul inio her atieniivc ear i and befought her relum- 
ing fiVODF. 

She to!J me, ihat fhe had form':d her reheme for 
her future life : That, vile as the treatment was 
which Ihe had received from me, that was not all 
the reafon flie had for rej;if\iiig my foil : Bui that, 
on ite matunfldelibfration, Iht was convinced, ihat 
fhe could neiher be hippy with me, nor make me 
faappjr ; aad Ihc enjoiQed me, fcr both our fakes, to 
think no more of her. 

The Captain, I told her, was rid down poft in a 
manner, to forward my wilhes whh her Uncle, — 
Lady Deny and Mifs Montague were undoubtedly 
arrived in town hy this time. I would fat out early 
in the morning to attend them. They adored her. 
Thy longed to fee her. They tcouW fee her. — They 
would not be denied her company into Oxfordfbirc. 
Whither could flic better go, to be free from.her 
feroiher's infuhs? — Whither, lo be abfolutety made 
unapprehenfive of any-body elfe ? — Might I have asy 
hopes of her returning favour, if Mils Howe could 
be prevailed upon to intercede for me j 

JUi/i Howe prevailed tiJ>on to mtercede for ym I re- 
peated (he, with a (cornful bridle, but a very prcitf 
one. — And there flie ftopt. 

I repeated the cociiern it would be (o me to be 
under a neceflliy of mentioning the mifunderftanding 
to Lady Betty and my CouEnj as a miftinderflaacting 
ftill to be made up; and as if I were of iiery littU 
confequencc to a dear creature who was of fo much 
to me ; urging, that thefe tircurofiances would t%.- 
iremely lower me, not only-in my own qptnioa, but 
in that of my relations. 

But ftill flie rtferied to Mifs Howc's-next Letter ; 
and all the conceffion t could bring her to in this 
whole couference, wa!!,'that flie would wait the ar- 
rivaX and vilit of the two La<lies, if they caine tD« 
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day or two, or before fhe received (he expected Letter 
from Mifs Howe, 

Thank Heaven for this! thought I. And now 
nnay I go to town with hopes at my return to find 
thee, dearcft, where I {hall leave thee. 

But yet, as fhe may find reafons to change her 
mind m my abfence, I ChaH not entirely truH to this. 
My fellow, therefore, who is in the houfe, and who, 
by -Mrs. Bevis's kind intclltgence, will know every 
ftep (he caa take, fhall have Andrew and aborfe 
ready, to give me immediate notice of her motions ; 
and moreover, go whither (he will, he fhall be one of 
ker retinue, tbo' unknown to herfelf, if pofEble^ 

Tbi« was all I could make of the fair Inexorable. 
Sbould'I be glad of it, or forry for it I — 

Glad, '^I believe: And yet my pride is confoundedly 
abated to think that I had fo little hold in the afiec- 
tions of this daughter of the^Harlowes. 

Don't tell me, that Virtue and Principle archer 
gqUe on this occafion ! — 'Tis Pride, a greater Piide 
tlian my own^ that governs her. Love, ifaehas'-noney 
thou (eeft ; nor ^ver had ; at leaft not in a Superior 
degree. Love that deferves the name, never was 
under tbe dominion of Prudence^ or of any reafining 
power. She cannot bear to be thought a vj&man^ I 
warrant ! And if, in the lafl attempt, I find her not 
one, what will fhe be the worfe for the trial ? — No 
one i% to blame for fufferiQg an evil he cannot fhun or 
avoid. 

Were a general to be • overpowered, stnd rdbbed 
1^ *a iMghwayman^ would he be Icfs fit for the cotn- 
mand of an army on 'that account ? — If indeed the 
General, pretending great valour, and having boaA- 
ed, that he never would be robbed, were to make 
but faint refiftance when he was brought to the tefl, 
and to yield his purfe when he was mafter of his own 
fword, then iadeed will the highwayman who robs 
be thought the braver man. 

8 ^>ix 
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But from tliefe lad conferences am I furoillied whit 
one argument in defence of mj favourite purpofe) 
whicK I ac?er yet pleadcJ. 

O Jack ! whut a difHcuIty mufl a man be allowed 
to have, to conquer a prcdominani paflion, be it what 
k will, when ihe gratitying of ic is in his piivtrf how- 
ever wrong he knows it to be to refolve (o gratify it i 
RtRcQ upon this ; and then wile thou be able to ac- 
count for, if not lo excufc, a projirfled crime, which 
has Saiit 10 plead for it, io a breall as ftormy as ua- 
COntrouUble ! 

This that follows, my new arguments- 
Should Ihc fail in ihe trial ; Ihotild 1 fuccced ; and 
fhould llie refuie to go on wiih me ; and even refolve 
Dot to marry me (of which 1 can have no notion)^; and 
fhould (lie (lirdain to be obliged to me for the handfomc 
proviliun I GiouM be proud tn make for her, even to 
the ba// of fv Efiate t yei cannot (he be altogether 
Di>bjppy — Is Ihe not intitled to an indcpeodcol for- 
tune ! Wilt OQi Cul, Morden, as her Truftee, puther< 
in pulfcffion of it ? And did fhe not in our former 
coiiftrence point nur tlie nay of life, that the always 
pixierred to ihe jnnrrud iif( — to wit, " To take her 
" good Norton for her direi^refs and guide, and to 
" live upon her own Eftate in the mauoer her Grand- 
" father dtfired fhe fliould Hvc (a) ?" 

It is moreover to be conlidered that (he cannot, ac- 
cording to her own ooiions^ recover above ent hat/oi 
her fame were wc now to intermarry ; fo much doe* 
ihe think ihe has luffered by her goiog off with me. 
And will ihe not be always repiningand mQHrniug for 
the lofs of the other halj ?— And if ihe moft live a lif^ 
of luch uneaiiiiefs and regret for half, may Ihe not ar 
well repine and raourn for the luhoie ? 

Nor, let me tell thee, will her own fcbcme of pe- 
nitence, in this cafe, be half lb perfeA, iffhe. donef^ 
fall, aa if Ihe dui ; For nhat a fooliUi peaitent w'tlt 
I &e 
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'{he make, who has nothing to repent of ?— *She piques 
herfelf, thou knoweft, and makes it matter of re« 
proach to me, that (be went not ofF with me by her 
own confent ; but was tricked out of herfelf 

Nor upbraid ^ou me upon the meditated breach 
-of vows io repeaitedly made. She will not, thou feeft^ 
permit me to fulfil them. And if (he ivouU, this I 
•have to fay, that at the time I made the moft folemn 
of them, I was fully determined to keep them% Buc 
what Prince thinks himfelf obliged any longer to ob* 
ferve the articles of treaties the moft factedly fwora 
tOy than fuits with his intereft or indinatiii^n ; altho* 
the confequence of the infradion muft be^ as he 
knows, the deftruAion of thoufands ; 

Is not this then the refult of all, that Mifs Clarifla 
ilarlowe, if it be not her own fault, may be as vir- 
tuous after (he has loft Jier honour, as it is called^ as 
ike was be/ore ? She may be a more eminent example 
to her Sex; and if (he yield (a iittle yield) in the trials 
may be 9i cofnpleter penitent. Nor can (he, bdt by hec 
own witfulnefs, be reduced to low fortunes* 

And thus may her old nurfe and (he ; an old coach* 
man s and a pair of old coach-horfes ; and two or 
three old maid-fervants, and perhaps a very old foot* 
tnan or two (for every- thing will be old and peniten*- 
tial about her) live very comfortably together; read* 
ingold fermonsy and o/e2 prayer-books; and relieving 
v/t/ men, and old women; and giving old ie(rons, and 
«A/ warnings, upon new fubjedts, as well as old ones, 
to the young Ladies of her neighbourhood; and (b 
pafs on to a good old age, doing a great deal of good 
both by precept and example in htr generation. 

And is a woman who can live thus prettily without 
t^trol\ who ever did prefer, and who ftill prefers, 
tbe Smgle to the Married life% and who will be 
enabled to do every-thing, that the plan (he had 
formed will direct her to do ; to be fdid to be ruined^ 
undone, andfuch fort of ftuff!— *lVxv9^ tv^^<\<&vv^t; 

Vol. V. N ^trv^ 
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»«iil) ihe pretty fools, who uie thofc ftroog words, 
1Q dtfcrihe a tran{itory evil; an evil which a mere 
(bbcch'form makci none ' 

At this riic of romancing how many flourifl>i'g 
Jltiim doft ihou. as well ai I, know ? Let us bui 
look about| and we fhill fee fame of (he haughtieft 
and moft an/artout fpirils among our acquaintance of 
that Sex, now paffing for challe wives, of whom 
ftrangc ftoi ies mlghi be told ; and others, nhofe 
l>uft>inds heari! have b.-cn made to ake for iheir gaie- 
tic!, both before and after marriage ; and yet know 
not hilf fo much of ibem, as fotne of us honeft fel- 
lows could letl them. 

But having thus faiisfied myfelfin relation to the 
worft ihatcan happen lo this charming criature % and 
that it will be her onm fault, if fhe be unhappy » 1 
hiivc not at all reflcflcd upon what is likely to be 

>::y oli-t let. 

This has always bten my notion, tho' Mifs Howe 
Rrudgcs us Rakes the beft of the Sex, and fays, that 
ilie worft is too good for us [a] ; That the wife of a 
Libertine ought to be pure, fpnilefs, uncontaminaied. 
To what purpofe has fuch a one lived a free life, but 
to know the world, and to makelits advantages of it *. 
■ — And, to be very ferious, it would be a misfortane 
to the public, for two perfons, heads of a family, to 
be both bad ; (incc, between, two fuch, a race of 
varlets might be propagated [Lovelacetatid Belfords, 
if thou wilt) <0]xo might do great mifchicf in the 
world. 

Thou feet) at bottom, that I am not an abandoned 
f'llowj and that there is a mixture of gravity in me; 
This, as I grow older, may incr^afe ; and when my 
:ift)vc capacity begins to abate, I may fit down with 
ihe Preacher, and refolve my paft life into vanity 
and vex:it;on of fpirit. 

This is certain, that I Ihall never £nd a woman fo 
well 
i") See.p «. . 
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well fuitcd to my taftc, as Mifs Clarifla Harlowe. I 
only vf\(h that I may have fuch a Lady as her to 
comfort and adoro my Serting-fun. I have often 
thought it very unhappy for us both, that fo excel- 
lent a creature fprang up a Httle too late for tnj /et' 
ting vutj and a little too early in my progreff^ before 
I can think of rgtuming. And yet, as I have picked 
up the fweet traveller in my way, I cannot help 
vrifbing, that (he wouM bear roe company in the reft 
of my Journey, altho* (he were to ftepoutof her 
own path to oblige me. And then, perhaps, we 
could put up in the evening at the fame Inn ; and be 
very happy in each others converfation \ recounting 
the dificulties and dangers we had pafled in our way 
to it 

I imagine, that thou wilt be apt to fufpe^l^ that 
fome paiTages in this Letter were written in town. 
Why, Jack, I cannot but fay, that the Weftminfter* 
Air is a liitle grofTer than that at Hamftead \ and 
the converfation of Mrs. Sinclair and the Nymphs, 
\tk inaocent than Mrs. Moore's and Mifs Rawlins's. 
And I think in. my heart, that I can fay anid write 
tho/e things atone place, which 1 cannot at the other; 
nor inded any-where elfe. 

I came to town about Seven this morning — All 
necefTaryderedlions and precautions remembered. to be 
given. 

I bcfought the favour of an audience before I fet 
out. I was dtiirous to fee which of her lovely faces 
ihe was pleafed to put on, after another night had 
pafied. But fhe was rcfolved, I found, to leave our 
quarrel open. She would not give me an opportu- 
nity fo much as to entreat her again to clofe it, be* 
fore the arival of Lady Betty and my Coufin. 

I had notice from my Proftor, by a few lines 
bi;ought by a man and horfe,juft before I fet outi that 
all difficulties had been for two days pa(^ furmouat^d\ 
and that I might have the Licence ioi lt\Oci\tk^. 
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I lenr up ihc Letter to my Beloed, by Mrs Be- 
*is, wiih a repealed requeft for admiirance lo her 
prcfence upon ir : But neither did this ftaod mc in 
iiead. I /uppofc the thought ii would be allowing 
cf the confequentes that were naturally to be ev 
pcfttd to fullow the obtsining of this inftrumenC, 
if {he h»d conl^cnted lo fee me on the cooicnts of 
(his Lciltr» having refilled me that honour before I 
fent it lip lo her. — No lurprifing her — No advantage 
to be taktn of her inaiteniiou (o the Diccll circum- 
Jlancea. 

And DOW, Bclford, I fetout upon bufim 



^ 



LETTER SSIX, 
Mr. Lovelace, To John Bhi,ford, E^, 

Monday, June iz. 

DIDST cTer fee a Licence, Jack ? 
Edmund^ by divine pernii0»n. Lord Bijhop 4 
tcndcn. 7o our viell- beloved in Chrift, Robert Leve- 
lai.e [Your ftrvant, my good Loid! What have I 
done to merit fo much geodnefs, who never faw your 
Lordfliip in my life,'] ef ihe farf/b tf St. Marttti'i in 
the Fields, Bachekr, and''Llarijja harh^ve, cf the 
fme panjb, Sfinf.er, Jendeth greeting.-^WhEREAS 
j/t are, as ts aUeoged, dettrmined to enter into the Mj 
State ^ l\iatrm.ony ['\h\s is only alledged, thou oh- 1 
fttvefl] by and with the cmjint of, 6c. 6c. 6c. end 
are very de/ireus of obtainit.g your J^iarriage tobefo- 
iemvizei in the face rf the thtiich : He art •u.tUitig 
that fiich your hanejl de/tret [Hcnell diGies^ Jack !j 
may n.oreffeedily huvt ileir due iffeEl : Jna tierefere, I 
that ye may be able to ^THUrefuch A.atriogi to leftetfy 
tfild la-wfiMy ji.letr.nized in the forif.-churih if St. Aj*r- 
tin in tie Fie/u, or St. diet's in the Fields in ite 
Cotintry cf fl'-iaclefex, by ihe iteElcr, Viiar. or Curat* 
tiericf, at anytime (f iht ye-t [Ai /.hT tiiretfilie 
yenTf Jack 'J viithmt iv.hlito.hm fi ^own-, Vrwdii, 
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that by reafon of any precontra6l [I verly think that I 
have had three or four precontracts in my tim: ; but 
llie good girls have not chitied upan then of a long 
while] con/anguinity , afit^lty^ or any other lawful 
caufk whatfogver, there be no lawful impediment in this 
behalf \ ^and that there he not at this time any aElion^ 
fait^ plaint^ quarrel^ or demand^ moved or depending 
kef ore any judge ^ ecclejiaflical or temporaf^ for or coK" 
cerning any Mtrriage comraEled by or with either of 
y9U ; and that the fiid Marriage be openly fokmnized 
in the Church above mentioned, between the hours of 
eight and twelve in the forenoon \ and without preju'^ 
dice to the Minifter of the place where the faid luo- 
man is a panfhioner : We do hereby^ for good caufet 
Pt coft me — Let me fee. Jack — What did it coft 
me ?1 give and grant our Licence^ or faculty ^ as well 
to you the parties contra6lingt as to the Re^lor, Vifar^ 
or Curate of the faid churchy where the faid Marriage 
is intended to be filemnized, to folemnize the fame, in 
manner and form above fpecified, according to the rites 
and ceremonies prejcribed in the Book of common^prayer 
in that behalf publifhed by authority of Parliament, 
provided always^ That if hereafter any fraud fhall ap^ 
fear to have been committed^ at the time of granting 
this Licence, either by falfefuggefl ions, or concealment 
^tbe truth [Now this, Belford^ is a little hard upoa* 
us : For I cannot fay, that every one ofouriug* 
geftions is literally true : — So, in good confcience, t 
ought nQt to marry under this Licence] the Licence 
Jhall be void to all intents and purpofes^ as if the fame' 
. luid not been granted. And in that cafe, we do inhibit 
eUl Mmfiers whatfoever^ if any 'thing of the premijes 
Jhadl come to their knouf ledge, from proceeding to the f^- 
lebration of the faid Marriage, without firfi confulting 
Us, or our Vicar general. Given, ifc. 

Then follow the Regiftcr's name, and a large pen- 
dent feal,- wif^# Hcfe words round it — SfiAL of the 

N'3.. N\.^wv- 
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ViCAR-Gl NERAI. AND OviICUL-FrINCIPAL Of 

THE DIOCESE OF London. 

A good whmifical innrunicnt, rake it altogether I 
}iut what, ihinkefl ihoii, are [lie arms to ihis matri- 
monial Harbinger ? — Why, in the firft place, Twa 
craljeii S-tnanls ; lo (iiew iJ.it Marri.tge is a ft.itc of 
Olfcnec as well as defence j 7*r« Linns, lo denoie 
ihsi thofc whocoier into thr.: fl.ite ought to have a 
iiijile pioporiion nf couTAgf. And [Cuuldit ihou 
hxvt imagined ilm ihcfe pritltly fellows, in Co Toleinn 
a cafe, would cut ch:ir J<ik<s upon poor fouls who 
come to have their Ajw//? d<:^rei pi't lo a way lo hi 
gratified ;] there are three crKktJ horns, fnunly lojj- 
knoiied with ribbands; which being ibe Ladies wear, 
(tern 10 indicate that ih^y m.iy very probably adorn, 
as wtU as beftow, ihc Bull's feaiher. 

lodcltiibe il accoiding to Heraldry art. If I am 
not niiftaken — Gules, two Swords, faUire-wife, Or; 
fecond coat, a chevrun fable between three bugle- 
horns, <:'R.iSo it ovght to be]; On a chief of the le- 
cocd, thiee Lions rampant cf the fi.fl— But ihe de- 
vil take iticm for iheir hicroglyphicp, Ihould I (av, if 
1 were dc;cfmintd in good eamtil to marry ! 

And dtteimintd lu marry I would be, were it not 
for [his corfiiieraiiun. That once married, and I am 
married for life. 

Tlufs tlie pbguc of it 1 — Could a man do as the 
Birds dov charijie every Valentine's day |^A nuturai 
appoiniment ! for Biids have not xhe/en/e, forfooth, 
to fetter themfelves, as we vuleacre men lakc great 
and folemn pains lo do] there would be nothing at 
all in it. And what a glorious time would ihe Lav- 
yen ha»e, on the one band, wish their N:/~.:erint Uni' 
verji's, and fuiis cummenceab'.e on rt-flituiion of 
goods and chai-cis ; and the P^rfa'S ontUc other, 
wish their indulgentis ^renewable ar.uually, as t,thfr 
LiccncsJ to the *;«y? >/,>/■« of ihur clienra ? 

Then, were a Itaicd ulC^ accjrding to Rank or 
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Fortune, to be paid on every Change, towards the 
Exigencies of the State [But none on Rtnewais with 
the old LoveSy for the fake of encouraging conftancy, 
cfpecially among the min^res'] the Change would be 
made fufficiently difficulty and the whole Public 
would be the better for it; while thole Children, 
which the Parents could not agree about maintaining 
might be confidered as the Chiidren of the Public^ and 
provided for like the Children of the ancient Spartans; 
who were (as ours would in this -cafe be) a nation of 
heroes. How, J^ck, could I have improved upon 
Ljcurgus's inftitutions* had I been a Lawgiver ? 

Did I never (hew thee a Scheme which I drew 
up on fuch a notion as this? — In which I demon- 
ftrated the convenienciest and obviated the inconve^ 
^iencies, of changing the prefent mode to this ? I be« 
lieve I never did. 

I remember I proved, to a demonHration, thac 
Tuch a Change would be a means of annihilating, ab- 
folutely annihilating, four or five very atrocious and 
capkal fins— r/^/^/, vulgarly fo called; Adultery, 
and Fornication ; nor would Polygamy be panted after. 
Frequently would it prevent Murders and Duelling : 
Hardly any fuch.thi.g as Jealouf^ (the caufc of fhock- 
ing violences) would be bJeard of: And Hypocrify 
between man and wife be banifhed the bofoms of 
each. Nor, probably^ would the reproach of Bar^ 
rtnnefi reft, as now it too often does, where it is leaft 
dcferved. — Nor would there poflibly be fuch a perfon 
as a barren woman. 

Moreover, what a multitude of domeftic quarrels 
would be avoided, were fuch a Scheme carried into 
execution ? Since both Sexes would bear with each 
other, in the view that they could help themiclves ia 
a few monihs. 

And then what a charming fubje£); for converfation 
would be the gallant and generous laft partings be- 
tween man. and wife 1 Each, perhaps a new mate ia 
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eye, and rejoicing fecrttly in the in3ouaiI:Sinii, could 
afford 10 be compUifantly-forruwful in appearancr. 
" He prcfcDted he' wiih this jewel, it will be faid by 
*' the repoitiFr fot Example fake; She him with 
•' thai: How jtu wept! Horn Jle fobb'd ! How they 
•' looked after one anoibcr!" Yei, thai'» the jcfl of 
it, ntithcrof them wilhing to flirnd another twclvc- 
jaonih's trial. 

And if giddy fellows, or giddy girls, miib^have in 
a firit Marriage, whciher from novicejhip baring ex- 
ptfltd 10 find more in the matter ihaa can be fotiaii; 
©r from perverfent/s on her pari, or fojltivent/j on 
his, each being milijken in ihe oiher [A mighty dif- 
ference, J-ick, in ihe fame perfon, an inmate, or a 
viJitor~\; what a fine opponuniiy will each have, by- 
this Scheme, of recovering a loD charadler, and of 
fetiiog al! right in the next adventure.' 

Andj O Jdck, with what joy, with what rapture^ 
would the changelings (or char.geables , if thou like 
ihai word better) number the weeks, ihc days, the 
hours, as the annual obtigatioo approached to its de- 
£rable period t 

As for the Spleen or Vapours, no fuch malady 
VDuld be known or beard, of. i?hc Phyfical tribe 
would, indeed, be the fu^rers, and the only fuf- 
ierers; fince frelh. health and frelh fpirits, the confe*- 
quences of fwcec blood and fweet humours (the mind 
and body continually pleafed with each other) would 
perpetually flow in ; and the joys of Expedlaiion, the 
bighcft of all our joys, would iavigorate aod keep alt 

But, that no Body of men tnighi fuffer, the Phy^fi' 
eittns, I thought, might turn Par/bus, as there would 
be a great demand for Farfons. Befldcs, as the; 
would be partakers in the general benefit,, they muft 
be furry fellows iiidtcd, if they preferred ThemfeUes 
to Ihe Public. 

Every one would be married a. dozea times, at 
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leaft. Both men and women would be careful of 
their charafters, and polite in their behaviour, as 
well as delicate in their perfiats^ and elegant in their 
drtfs [A great matter each of theie, let me tell thee* 
to keep pafGon alive] either to induce a Renewal with 
the aid Live^ or to recommend themfelves to a new, 
"While the News-papers would be crowded with pa« 
mgraphs ; all the world their readers, as all the world 
would be concerned to fee ijuho and who^s together^-^ 

^* Tefterday, for in{^ance, entered into the Holy 
**^'StatB of Matrimony*' [We IhOuld all fpeak reve« 
rently of matrimony then] '* the Right Honourable 
^^^ Robert Earl Lovelace" [I (hall be an Earl by that - 
titne}.** with her Grace the Duchcfs-Dowager o£ 
**• Fifty-manors; . his Lordihip*s one-and-thirtieth ^ 
**' wife.*' — I fhall then be contented, perhaps^ ^ to 
take upi as it is called, with a widow. Biit (he 
muft not have had more than one hu(band, neither* 
Thou knoweft, that I am nice in theie particulars. 

I know, J4'ck, that thou, for thy part, wilt ap« 
prove ot my Scheme^ 

As Lord M. and I, between us^ have three or 
four Boroughs at command, I think I will get into 
JParliament^ in order to bring .in a Bill for this good 
purpofe; 

Neither will the Houfes of Parliament, nor the 
Houfes of Convocation, have reafon to objedt to it. 
And all the Courts, whether ^iri/tta/ or fenfuai^ civi!^ , 
or uncivil^ will find, their account in it, when pafied 
ioto a Law 

By my foul, Jack, I (hould be apprehenfive of a 
general infurredtion, and that incited by the Women» • 
were fuch a bill to be thrown out. — For here is the 
Excellency of the Scheme : The Women will have 
equal realon with the men to be pleafed with it. 

Doft think, that old prerogative Harlowe^ for ex* - 
ample, mud not, if fuch a Law were in being, have 
puUed ia bis horns ?~So txcellent a wife as h^ Vsa.^^ 

N 5 -^^x^ 
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(ou'd nevr.r elTe have rt-nevjfd wlib fnch a gloomy I 
yrniit: Who, as well as all oilier marrlei tyrants, 
luJl tuvc been upon good behaviour from year to 

A teriuagani wife, if fucli a Law were to pafs, 
irou!iJ be a phoenix. 

Tlie CbuTiiKi would be ihe only mariet-placts for 
:hc fair Sfx; and Domcjlii: Excellence the capiral re- 
:omnientlaiipn, 

Nor woiilJ there be an Old Maid in Great Britain, 
md ail i(s tcrricoricfr. For what an odd foul niuft llie 
tie "iho could not haire her fiUtlvtm^/ith's trial? 

In (hort, a total ahcraiion for the beiier, in (he 
m'.rah and -way of life ifl Soth Ssxes, mud, in a very 
few years, be the confeiiucnce of fuch a falutary Law. 

Who mould hive exp.-fled fuch a one from mel i 
wirh the devi! owe me not a fpiie for it. 

Then would not the diftinftinn be very prettv, 
Jirfe? as in Flowers ;— Such a Gentleman, or fuch 
a Lady, U an Annual — Such a one a Peh ennijil. 
,Orie difficuliy, howcTcr, as I remetnbcr, occurred 
10 me, up'in the probability that a wife might be 
xiur'nitc, as the Lawyeis call it. huK thus I ob- 
viarcd ir. 

That no man (hould be allowed to marry another 
woman without his then wife's confent, till flic were 
brought to-bcd, and he had defrayed all incident 
chargts; and till it was agreed upon between them, 
whethtr the child ftiould be his. hers, or the puHic'i. 
The womtn in rhis cafe, lo have what ! call the coer- 
cive optien: For 1 would not have it in the man'* 
power 10 be a dog neither. 

And indeed, I gave the turn of the fcale In efery 
part of my Scheme in ilie womens favour; For dcar- 
'y do I love the fweet rogues, 

I'f'W infiiiiitly more preferable this my Siheme lo 

' '''^ Polygamy of one of the old Patriarchs ; who had 

wives 4tid cuncub:iiCj without nunibti ! — I believe 
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D^vid and Solomon had their Hun Jreds at a time. 
H y not, Jack ? 

Let xne add. That Annnal Par/iaments, and jfn^ 
nual Marriages, are the projefts next my heart. 
Mow could.!' expatiate upon tlie Benefits that would 
arife frpia both ! 

LETTER XXX. 

Tlfr.. Lovelace, To John Belford, E/q: 
'V17ELL, but now my plots thicken ; and my env 
r^ ployment of writing to thee on this fubjecTl will 
oon come to a .conclufion. For now, having got 
the Licence; and Mrs Townlend with htr Tars be- 
ing to come to Hamflead next Wednefclay or Thurf- 
day ; and another Letter poiHbly or meflage from Mifs-- 
Howe, to inquire how Mifs Harlowe does, upou 
the Ruftic's report of her ill health, and to exprefs 
her wonder that fhe has not heard from her in anlwer 
to hers on her. efcape j — L muft fi^on biow up the 
Lady, or be blown up myfelf. And fo lam prc- 
piar'mg, . with Lady Berty and ray coufin . Montague* 
10 wait up'on my Beloved. with a coach-and^four, of 
a, Sett I for Lady Betty will not flfr.out with a^pair^. 
for the world ; tho* but for two or three miles. And^ 
this is a well krsown part of her charafter. 

But as to the arms and crtd. upou the coach, and: 
trappings- ^ 

Doft thou not know,, that a Blum's mud fupply 
her while her own is new-linings and repairing? An. 
opportunity the is willing to t>ikc now Ihe is in town. 
' Nothing of this kind can be done to her mind iu-. 
the CoLintry. Liveries nearly Lady Betty's. 

Thou hiJii\ Teen Lady Betty Lawraacc fcvetal times 
—Haft thou not, Belf'jrd? 

No, never- in my life. . 

But thou haft J and lain with her too ; jor fame does 
thee more credit than thou deferve — Why, Jack^, 
JuaoFcft thou jiot Lady Betty's other name ? 
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Other oimc ■ — Has fhc iwo \ 
She has. Aad vha. thiakcft ibou of Lady Bab. 
Vjllit >. 
O the devil ! 

Now thou bafl tt. Lidf Barbara, thou knowcft, 
lifted up in circumflanccs, and by pride, never ap- 
pears or produces b<^Tfclf, but on occafions fpectal— 
To pafi to men of Qiialiiy or Price, for a Dueheft, 
cr Counicis, at leaft. She has always been admired 
for a grandeur in her air, thai few women of Quality 
can come up to: And ne»er was fuppofed to be other 
than what Ihe pafTed for; tlio' ofteu and ofienapari- 
mour for Lords, ' 

And who, tbiokeft thou, is my Coufia MoDUgoCt^ I 
Nay, how Hiould I know i ■ 

How indeed ! Why, my Hide Johanetta Golding, 
% livdy, yet modcft-lookiog girl, is my Coufin MoQ> 
lague. 

There, Belford, h an Aunt! — There's a Couliat' 
Both have nit at will. Both are cultomed to ape 
Quality. Both are genteelly defcended. Miflrefles of 
ihemfdves; and well educated — Yet paft pity.— 
True Spartan- dames ; afhatncd of nothing- but di- 
Si^on — Always^ therefore, upon (heir guard againft 
that. And in their own conceit, when afluming 
top parts, the very Quality they ape. 

And bow doft think I drcfs them out I I'll tell 
thee. 

Lady Betty in a rich gold TifTuc,. adoroed with 
Jewels of high price. 

My CouGo Montague id a pale pibk, ftanding ao 
end with CIver flowers of her own working. Char- 
lotte, as well as my Beloved, is admirable at her 
needle. Not quite fo richly jcwel'd out as Lady Bet- 
ty ; but Ear-iin^js and Solitaire very valuable, and infi- 
nitely bccotning. 

JahJDctta, thou knowel^, has a good complexion, 
a fine neck, and ears remarkably fine — So has Chu> 

lottt. Ski is Dcarlj olC^kutoux.'^ ^\%w v:x». 
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Laces bothy the richeft that could be procured. 

Thou canft not imagine what a Aim the Loan of 
die Jewels coft me;; tho* but for three days. 

This fweet gtrl will half ruin me. But feeft thou 
oot by this timey. that her reign is (hort f — it muft be 
fo* And Mrs. SiiKlair has already prepared every- 
Chingfor kcr reception once more*r 

*# # 

Here come the Ladies— attended by Sufan Mor- 
fifoDy a tenant-farmer's daughter^ as Lady Betty's 
woman; wich her hands before her, and thoroughly 
iAftruAed,. 

How- drefs advantages women! — efpecially thofc 
who have naturally a genteel air and turn^ and have 
had education ! 

Hadft thou feen how they paraded it — Coufin, and 
Goufin^.and Nephew, at every word; Lady Betty 
bridling and looking haughtily condejcendingi Char* 
Ibtie galanting her fan^. and fwimming over the floor 
without touching it. 

How I long to fee my Niece-eleA ! cries one— «^ 
Kor th^y are told, that we are not married; and are 
pleafedj that I have not put the flight upon them 
that they had apprehended from me. 

How L long to fee my dear Coufin that is to bet 
the other I 

Your La'fliip^ and your La'(hip, and an aukward 
ceurtefy at every addrefs, prim Sufan Morrifon. 

Top your parts, ye villains!— You know how 
nicely I diftinguifli.' There will be no paflion in this cafe 
te blind, the judgment, ^nd to help one meditating de* 
Jofion, as when you engage with Titled fldncrs. My 
Charmer is as cool and as diftinguifliing, tho' not 
quite fo learned in her own Sex^ as I am. Tour 
commonly aflumed dignity won't do for me now. 
Airs.of fupcriority, as K bom to rank. — But no over- 
do!— Douoting nothing. Let not your faces arraiga 
jourhearOt 
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Eafy anO unaffcib.'d !— Your very dreiHi will give 
50U priJc enough. 

A little grjvtr, Lady Betty, More figniGcaoce, 
let bridlini; in your dignity. 

That's ihc aii ! Charmingly hit— Again— You have 
it. 

Devil take you ! — Lefa arrogance. You arc got 
into airs of yntng ^talily Be iefs fenfible of your 
new Condition. People born to dignity conimacd 
rcfpe^l without needing to rtquiie it. 
Now for rear part, Coufin Charlofic ! — 
Pretty wtU. But a little too froljtky that air- 
Yet have I prepared my Beloved to expeft in you 
bo'ii, great vivacity and quality-freedom. 

Curfc thofe eyes! — Thofc glancings will never do. 
A down caft Ixilhful tyrn. If you can cdrnmand it- 
Look upon nje. Suppofe Me now to be my Dc- 
loved. 

Devil lake that Leer. Too figaificantly arch! — 
Once I knew jou ihegiil I would now have you to be. 
Sprip,hi!y, but not confidrnt, Coufin Chnrloite! — 
Be fure forget not to look, down, or afide, wb«n 
looked al- When eyes meet eyes, be yours the re- 
treating Ones. Your face wilHiear examination. 

O Lord ! O Lord ! that fo young a creature can fo 
foon forget the innocent appearance flic firft chaimtd 
byi and which I thought bora with you all! — Five 
years to ruin what twenty had been building up! 
How natural the latter le^uo! How difficult to regaia 
llic former ! 

A flranger, as I hope to be favcd, to the principal 
Arts of your Sex ! — Once more, what-u-devil has 
your heart to do in your eyes ? 

Have Inot told you, that my Beloved is a great 
obfervet of the eyes ? She once quoted upon me a 
text {a), which Ihewcd me how ihe came by her 

(a) EccIdi- »ivi. Tl'i vtireJim ef stomas mj it tmVn i» b,r 
hauihly Mt tnd t}c-lid%, Jfiirtt ivcr im vnluittl tje, jus mar-Mt 



Let. 31. ClarifTa Harlowe. ^179 

■ 

knowledge. — Dorcas's were found guilty of treafon 
the firft moment (he faw her. 

Once more, fuppofe me to be my Charmer. Now 
yoo are to encounter my examining eye, and my 
doubting heart — 

That's my dear ? 

Study that Air in the pier-glafs ! 
' Charming ! — Perfectly right ! 

Tour honours, now, devils f 

Pretty well, Coufin Charlotte, for a young coun- 
try Lady ! — ^Till form yields to familiarity, you may 
courtefy low.. You muft not be fuppofed to have 
forgot your boarding- fchool airs. 

But too low, too low^ Lady Betty, for your yeart 
and your quality. The common fault of your Sex 
will be your danger: Aiming to be young too long! 
—The devil's in you all, when you you judge of your- 
felvesTjy your wiflies, and by your vanhy I Fifty, in 
that cafe, is never more than Fifteen. 

Graceful eafe, confcious dignity, like that of mj 
Charmer, O how hard to hit ! 

B€>th together now — 

Charming — That's the Air, Lady Betty! — That^s 
the Cue, Coufin Qiarloite, fuitcd to the charafter of 
each ! — Bur, once more, be fare to have a guard 
upon your Eyes. 

Never fear,. Nephew i— 

Never fear, Coufin. 

A dram of Barbados each — 

And now we are gone — 

LETTER XXXI. 

Mr. Lo\rELACE, To John Belford, Efq*, 

- At Mrs, Sinclair's, Monday J/terno$n. 
A LL'S right, as heart can wifh !— In ifpite of all 
^^ objeftion — In fpiie of a reluftancc next to faint- 
ing — In fpite of all forefight, vigilance, fufpicion — 
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once more ti the charmer of m^ foul ia her old lodg* 
ings! 

Nuw ihrobt away cverf pulfe! Notr thumpi 
thump, tbumpt my bounding heart for fomcthiog I 

fiui I have not time for the paniculais of our cav 
ttagemcnt. 

My Beloved is now direfling Come of her clothn 
10 be patlccd up — Never more tu cnicr this houl'ei-' 
Nor ever mure wili the, I dare f^y, wheo o»ce agdin 
out of it ! 

Tet not fu much as a condition of forpivenefi/— 
The Hailowe-fpirited F*ir-(>ne will tiot ' difervi my 
mercy ! — She will wait f"r Mils Howe's nexi Letter; 
and then, if £he find a dignity in her nem Schemts 
[Thank her lor nothlngj— will— Will what?— Why 
even thm will lake time lo confider, whether I am to 
be forgiven, or for ever rtjcfted. An indiSerence 
ihai revives in my heart the remembrance of a thou- 
fand of ttie like naiure. — And yet Lady Betty and 
Mif; Montague [/? man iviu'd be tempted ta tAitik, 
Jack, that they -wijh her to provoke my vengeance']^ de- 
clare, iliai 1 ought to be fatisfied with fuch a prood 
fufpenfiun? 

Ihey arc entirely attached lO lier. Whatever Ihe 
fays, tsi muji be, gofpel ! They are guarantees' for 
htr return to Hamliead this ni^ht. They arc to go 
back with her. A f upper beipoken by Lady Beny 
ai Mrs Moore's. All the vacant apartments there, 
by my petmiffion (for I had engaged ihem for a monih 
certain) to be filled with them and their atteodaots, 
for a week at leafl, or till they can prevail upon the 
dear Pcr^erle, as ihey hope they Ihall, o rcftore me 
to her favour, aod to accompany Lady Betiy to Ox*' 
foidfliiie. 

The dear creature has ihus far condefcended — Tliit 
(he will write to Mils Howe, and acquaint her vith 
the prcfcni fiitiation of things. 

It Ihc Write, I (hall fee what (he vriies. But I 
e ihs will have ovhct cmfVo^aitx)^ V»Hk> 
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Lady Betty is fure, (he tells her, that (he (hall pre- 
y§M upon her to forgive me; tho' (he dares lay, that 
I deferve not forgivencfs. Lady Betty is too delicate 
to inquire ftridtly into the nature ot my o£Fcnce« 
But it muft be an offence againft herfi//, skg^tind Mifi 
Montague^ againft the Virtuous of the whole Sex, or 
it could not be fo highly refeoted. Yer ihe will not 
leave her till (he forgive me, and till (he fee our Nup« 
tials privately celebrated. Mean time^ as (he ap- 
proves of her Uncie*s expedient^ (he will addrefs her 
as direadjf my wife, before Jir angers. 

Steadmao her Solicitor may attend her for orders, 
to relation to her Cbancery-afFair, at Hamdead 
Not one hour they can be favoured with will they 
lofe from the company and convcrfaiion of fo dear, 
fo charming a new relatioo. 

Hard then if (he had not obliged them with her 
company, in their coach-ancJofour, to and from their 
Goufio Lcefon's, who longed (as they themfelvcs had 
done) to fee a Lady io jultly celebrated. 

* now will Lord M. be raptured when he lees her, 

* and can falute her as bis Niece i 

* How will Lady Sarah blefs herfelf I— She will 
' now think her lofs of the dear daughter (he mourns 
^ for happily fupplied ! 

Mifs Montague dwells upon every word that falls 
from her lips. She perfectly adores her new Coufin ; 
^ For her Coufin (he muft be. And her Coudn will 
^ (he call her ! She anfwers for equal admiration in 

• her Sifter Patty. 

* Ay, cry I (whifpering loud enough for her to 
^ hear) how will my Coulin Fatty's dove's eyes gliften 
«* and run over^ on the very firft interview i — So gra- 
' dbusy fo noble, Co unaffected a dear creature!' 

" What a happy (amily»" chorous we all, ** will 
^ ours be 1" ^ 

Thefe and fucb \i^t congratulatory admirations eve* 
1^ hour repeated 1. Her modefty hurt^ by the ecltatie 
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pra'ifei : — ' Her graces are too naturM to hcrftlf for 
' her 10 be proud of ihcm : —Bur (he mufl be content 

• tg be pnnilhed for exceikncies thai caft a (hade 

* upon the n^/S <xcd!eni 1' 

la fhorr, we aic here, .is at Hamfteal, all joy and 
rapture : All of us, except my Beloved \ in whofe 
fweet face [Her ainioll fainting relu^ancc to re-enter 
ihefc doors oot ovcrcoaic] r^Ltgni a kind of anxioyt 
fereniiy ! — 6uc iio;r will even that be changed in a 
few hours ! 

^fethi^kJ I begin lo pity the half-appi-eheoGvi 
Beauty I— But, avauni, thou unfcaronably-inirudinff 
piiy! Thou haft more than once already well nigli 
undone me ! — And, Adieu, Ri.fic£tion ! Begone, Con- 
lideiaiion! and Coonnifcralioii! I dirmifs ye all, for 
at leaft a week lo come! — Be remembered ber broken 
word! Her flight, when my fond foul was meditatiog 
mercy to berl — Be remembered her treatment of mc 
in. her Letter on her efcape to Hamftead! — Her 
Hamtlead virulence! — What is it (he ought not to 
cxpcfl from an unchained Beelzebub, and a plotting 
■sill Jin? 

Be her preference of the Single Life to me al(b re- 
meniberedl — That fhc defpires mc ! — That (he even 
refufes to be my WIFE!— A proud Lovelace to 
be denied a IVife!— To be more proudly rejeficd by 
a Daughter of the Harlo-iuesf — The Ladies of my 
own family [She th'mh them the Ladies of my family] 
fupplicating in vain for her returning favour to tbeic 
dtfpifed kinfman, and taking Laws from her llill 
prouder punftilio! 

Be the execrations of her vixen friend likcwifc re- 
membered, poured out upon me from her reprefeuia- 
tons anl thereby made her own uxecrotiolis I 

Be remembered Oill more particularly the Townf- 
end plot, Tti on foot between ihem, and now in, a 
day or two, ready to break out ; and the fotdid 
threaUnings thrown cut againll mc by that little furyl 

U 



X.et.3>* Claiifla Harlowe. 283 

Is not this the crilis for which I have been loDg 
waiting ? Shall Tomlinfon, (hall thefe women, be 
engaged ; fhall fo many engines be fet at work, at 
an imroenfe cxpence, with infinite contrivance 5 and 
all to no purpofe ? 

Is not this the hour of her tri:il — And in her^ of 
the trial of the virtue of her whole Sex, fo long pre- 
meditated, fo long threatened?— Whether her froft 
be froft indeed ? Whether her virtue be principle ? 
Whether, if once fubdued^ Jhe nuill not hi alwttys fub* 
duedf And will Ihe not want the very crown of her 
glory, the proof of her till now all-furpafiing excel- 
lence, if I ftop fbort of the ultimate trial I 

Now is the end of purpofes long overawed, often 
fufpended, at hand. And need I to throw the (ins 
of her curfed family into the too weighty fcale? 

Abhorred be force !—Be the thoughts cf force! There's 
no triumph over the IViil in force! Ihis I know I 
have fafd (a)» But would I not have avoided it, if I 
could ? — Have I not tried every other method ? — And 
have I any other recourfe left me? Can (he refenc 
the iaft outrage more t hao (he has refented a fainter 
effort f-^ and if her rercnimenis run ever fo high, 
canoot I repair by Matrimony I — She will not refufe 
me, I know. Jack \ the haughty Beauty vi ill not re- 
fufe me, when her pride of being corporally inviolate 
is brought down \ when fhe can tell no tales, but 
when (be her refiftance what it will) even her owa 
Sex will fuipc^t a Yielding in Refinance; and whea 
that Mcc^cfly, which n.ay £11 her bolom with relent- 
flient, will lock up her Ipeech. 

But how know I, that I have net mai'e my own 
difficulties? — Is (he not a woman ?— What rcdicfs 
lies for a perpetrated evil? — Muft (he not live? — 
Her piety will iecurc her life. — And will nut time be 
my Iriend ? — What, in a word, will be her beha- 
viour afterwards? — She cannot fly mc ! — She mud 

forgive 

{a) Vol.IV.p»i»|. 
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fori!i»e m( — Anr), 33 I have ofteo faid, once fsrgivtm 
•miU he far fvsr forgivfjt. 

VJhj then Ih^uld ihis encrratlag pity uallecl off 
foolJIh heart; 

I( Ihail not. Ail theffi things will I rcmetnbert. 
■nd tbiok of tijihitig tife, in order la kicp up a re- 
folurioa, ^lilcli tiic ivj.nco about me will have it I 
Ihall be flnl unable 10 bu!d. 

I'd teach ihe dsir charming creature to emuUn 
me in comrivante} — I'll leach h^r 10 weave webs 
anJ plots ag.iiiiit her conqueior! — I'll Ihew her, rhat 
in her fmaggling fchemcs Ihc is but a Ipider compared 
to me, and that Ihe has all this time Wea r^iaa'mg 
oal; a Cubwebt 

What diall we do now! We are imrnerred ia 

the dcpih of grief and aporehenGon ! How ill do yga- 
men bear dilappoioimeni! — Sst upon going to Ham- 
ftead, and upon quiiiiiig tor ever a houle Ihc re-en- 
icred with infinite iifluitancej what things fhe ia. 
tended to lake with her, re^dy packed upj herletf on 
tip-ioe to be gone ; and I prt-paied to atiead ber thi' 
ther; Ihe begins 10 be afraid, that Stis fliall not go 
this night i and in grief and defpait has flung hcrlelf 
into her old apartment ; locked herfclf in ; and thro' 
the kcjr-holc Dorcas fees her on hei knees .— pray iag 
I fuppore for a fafe deliverance. 

And from whatf — And wherefore ihefe agonizing 
apprehenlions ? 

Why, here, this unkind Lady Betty, wifA the dear 
creature's knowledge, tho' to her concern, and this 
mad-headed Coulin iVloniaguc laiithout it, while Ihe 
was employ'd in dircifting her package, have hurried 
away in ihi; coach to ihtir own lodgings COal/, in- 
deed, 10 put up Ibme nighi cloihes, and fo forth, in 
order to attend iheir I'wcei Coulin to Hamileadlj 
and, no leu to my Curpriic than hers, are not yet 
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I have (ent to know the meaning of it. 

In a great hurry of fpirits, (he would haireliad me 
-to go myfclf. Hardly any pacifying her! — The girl, 
^od blefs heri is "wild with her own idle appfchen* 
iions ! — What is (he afraid of ? 

1 curfe them both for their delay— My tardy viU 
lain» how he flays ! — Devil fetch thecn I Let thetn 
fend their coach, and well go without them. In 
licr hearing J bid the fellow tell them fo* — Perhaps 
-he fiays xo bring the coach, if any-ihing iiappens to 
jiioder the Ladies from attending my Beloved this 
nlghu 

DcrTtL take them, again fay I !— They framfti 

too they would not fiay, becaufe it was bur two 

nighfs ago, that a chariot was robbed at the foot of 

fianii^ead vhill ; which alarmed my Fair one whea 

<€Old of it I 

Oh I here's Lady Betty's &rvant» with a billet. 

7*0 Robert Lovelace, Efq\ 

Monday Night. 

IXCUSE us, dear Nephew, I bcfecch you, to mj 
dcauft 'Kini woman. One night cannot break 
-fbuaies. F< r here Mifs Nlontngue has been taken vio* 
len'ly ill «^ith three tainting fits, one after another. 
The hurry of her joy, 1 believe, to find youi dear 
JLady fo n.ucb iurpa«s all cx|^t Aation [Never did Fa- 
inily^love, you know, . reign fo ftrong, as among us] 
. and the too ea^cr dtiire flic h;<d <o attend her, have 
^occafiontd ic For (he has but weak fpiiits, poor girl I 
-well as flie looks. 

If (he be better, we will certainly go with you to- 
jDOrrow moining, after we bavc brcakfaded with her^ 
at your kd^ings. But, whether flie be, or not, I 
will do myielf the pleafure to attend your Lady to 
Hamflead; and will be with you for that purpofe 
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abottc Dine in the morniog. With due complimenti 
to your moll worthily bdoverf, I am 

Touri affeilianately, % 

ELlZiS. Lawringei 

Faiih and troth, Jack, I know not what to do 
*ilh myfrlf : For here, juft now, having fent io rhe 
»bove note by Boreas, out came tnj Beloved with 
it in her hand ; In a fit of phreofy I — True, by my 
Soul I 

She had indeed complained of her head all the 
CTcning. 

Dorcas ran to me, out of brcaih, to lell me, that 
her Lady was coming in fome (Irange way ; But (he 
followed her fo quick, that ihe frighted wench bad 
not time lo fay in what way. 

It feeins, when (he read the billet — Kow indeed, 
faid fhe, am I a loft creature! the poor Ciarifli 
Harlowe ! 

She tore off her head-clothes; ioquired where I 
was: Aud in fhe came, her fliinlng trtrfr^s flowing 
about her neck ; her rutSes torn, and hanging in tat- 
ters about her fnowy bands; wiih her arms I'pread 
out; her eyes wildly turned, as if ftarting from their 
orbits — Down funk (lie at my feet, as foon as flie 
approached me ; her chai ming bofom heaving lo her 
iipiified face ; and clafping her arms about my koees, 
Deal' Lovelace, faid Qie, if ever — if ever— if ever— 
And, unable to fpeak another word, quitting her 
clai'ping hold, down proflrate oo the floor funic Ifac, 
iieiiher in a Fit nor out of one. 

I was quite alloniflied.-^AII my purpofes fufpendcd 
for a few moments, I knew neither what to fay, oor 
what to do. But, recollcfiing myletf. Am I again 
thought I, in a way to be overcome, and made a 
fc»! of! — If I now recede, I am gone forever. 

1 railed her ; But down Ihe funk, as if quite dif- 

joinied; her limbs failing her — yet not in a Fit nei- 

vher. 
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ther. I never heard of or faw fuch a dear unac- 
countable : Almod lifelefs, and fpeechlefs too for a 
. few moments — What muft her apprehenfions be at 
■ that moment!' And for what?— An high-notioned 
dear foul ! — Pretty ignorance ! thought I. 

Never having met with fo fincere, fo unqueftion- 
ablc a repugnance, I was daggered — I was confound- 
,ed — Yet how (hould I know that it would be fo till 
I tried ?— -And howj having proceeded thus far^ could 
I ftop, were I not to have had the women to goad 
me on> and to make light of circumflances, which 
they pretended to be better judges of than I? 

I lifted her, however, into a chair; and in words 
of difordered paflion, told her. All her fears were 
oeedlefs : Wondered at them : Begged of her to be 
pacified : Befought her reliance on my faith and ho- 
nour: And revowed all my old vows, and poured 
forth new ones. 

At laft, with an heart -breaking fob, I fee, Ifee^ 
Mr Lovelace^ in broken fentences (he fpoke — I fee« 
I fee— that at laft— at laft — I am ruined ! — Ruined» 
if j'wr pity— Let me implore your pity!— And down 
on her bofom^ like a half-broken-ftalked Lily, top- 
heavy with the overcharging dews of the morning, 
funk her head, with a figh that went to my heart. 

All I could think of to re-afTure her, when a little 
recovered, I faid. 

Why did I not fend for their coach, as I had inti- 
mated? It might return in the morning for the La- 
dies. 

I had aAually done fo, I told her, on feeing her 
flrange uneafinefs. But it was then gone to fetch a 
doAor for Mifs Montague, left his chariot fhouid poc 
be fo ready. 

Ah i Lovelace ! fafd ihe, with a doubting face ; 
anguiCh in her imploring eye. 

Lady Betty would think it very ftrange, I told her, 
if fl\c were to know it was fo difa^rcc^bls Vi \«x v^ 
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Lcf her |B B» Ladf liwyli 

£adf Beity. 

K; Of dart Good Hnicttt 
Aat Iv flicv foo bdine «e w kri 

ftid 

Then aflbmings 
vin hH|oiiie m «af t-^ «91 |p» if 
vookl hjve nmed Vg mu 

I folded ay ens a 
iag the bed vay I hewd poor 
vhaf a ijnhcr coaccm her 
«ool«l give CO poor Charfoife. 

^fae woold believe oothing I faid, 
mfVjQ'ly order a coach (fince (he was aor co have 
Lddy B^strj's, oor w^s pcimirrfd to go co Mrs. Lcc^ 
fee's) and ice h^r go id ic lo Hamftcad, lace as ic 
was; and ail alcne; fo nroch the bcicci : For in che 
\kO\St ot pe^^, U of whom Lady Be^ij^ opon inqnirj, 
had heard a bd cb^r^a^r \Dri,ft /•J^JUy 7ku^ if 
my /ratwg new relaiiohf in ord^r to Co creda to h€rj€^% 
iy depreciating others'^, every ihiog, aod cTcry tacCf 
look ng with fo inuth mcacirg viieocis, as wcil as 
my cTin i'Tbcu art JitU tec jcTtJihle^ thought /, wy 
Charmtf!} \kt was rcfoivcd doc to flaj aooibcr 
Di|»ht. 

; Dieadiog what might happen as to her iDtcDcflsi 
and being ^cry apprchcofivc, that (he might poffiUf 
M thro* a grtac deal bctoic moining (iho* more vio- 
filt fhe could not well be with the worit flit dreaded) 
BtllMMffd hcTi and ordered Will, to cndcaiour to 

E^ get 
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get a coack diredly, to carry us to Haraftead ; I cared 
not at what price. 

KobberSj with whom I would have terrified her, (he 
feared not — / was all her fear, I found ; and this lioufe 
her terror : For I faw plainly, that fhe now believed^ 
that Lady Betty and Mifs Montague were both iiti- 
poftors. 

fiot her miftruft is a little of the lateft to do her 
fervice ! 

And, O Jack, the Rage of Love, the Rage of Re- 
venge is upon me ! By turns they tear me ! — Tht pro- 
greis already made — The womens inftigations — The 
power I ihafl have to try her to the utmofr, and ftill to 
marry her, if (he be not to be brought to cohabitation 
—Let me perifh Belford, if (he efcape me now ! 

Will, is not yet come back. Near Eleven. *- 

# # 
Will, is this moment returned. — ^No coach to be 

■got, either /or love or money. 

Once more, fhe urges — To Mrs. Leefon's let me 
gOy Lofflace ! Good Lovelace, let me go to Mrs. Lee- 
fon's ? What is Mifs Montague's illnefs to my terror i 
•i— For the Almighty's fake, Mr. Lovelace! — her 
hands clafped -^ 

O'my angel ! What a wildnefs is this ! — Do you 
Isoow, do you fee, my deareil life, what appearance 
your caufetefs apprehenfions have given . you ? — Dq 
you know it is pafl Eleven o'clock ? 

Twelve, One, 1r>vo, Three, Four — any hour*— 
I care not — if you mean me honourably, let me go 
out of this hated oufe ! 

. ThouMt obferve, Belford, that tho' this was written 
nftcrwards, yet (as in other places) I write it as it was 

- fpokcn and happened, as if I had retired to put down 

- evciy fentence as fpoken. L know thou likefl this lively 
^refenUtenfe manner, as it is one of my peculiars. 

Jufl as (he had repeated the laft^voxv^^t If Y*"^ Tneoa 
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indignatioD, told Mrs. Sinclair, that thefe apartments 
were mine; and I coiild not imagine what ffae meant, 
eidief by liftening to what paflfed between roe and my 
fpoufe, or to come in uninvited; aad ftill more I won- 
dered at her giving herfelf thefe ftrange liberties. 
' I may be to blame, Jack, for fuffering this wretch 
tb give herfelf thefe airs ; but faer coming in was with* 
out tny orders* 

• The old Beldami throwing herfelf into a chair» fell 
a blubbering and exclaiming. And the pacifying of 
hefy aiid endeavouring to reconcile the Lady to her, 
look up till near One o'clock. 

^ And thus^ between terror, and the late hour, and 
what foHowedj (he was diverted from the thoughts of 
gettitfg <»ut of the faoufe to Mrs. Leefon*s, or anf<» 
where dfe. 

LETTER XXXH. 

Mr. Lovelace, 7i John 6£LforD| E/^i 

Tue/day Morn. June i j. 
j% ND now, Belford, I can go no farther. The 
^^ affair is over. ClarifTa lives. And I am 

Tour humble Servant^ 

R. LovelaC£. 



The vjhoU of this black tranfa6lion^ is given by the 
injured Lacfy to Mifs Ifinvff in her fuhfcquent Let* 
ters^ dated Thur/day, July 6. See Vol. VI. Let- 
ters xliv. xlv. Ai. 



LETTER XXXIIL 

« 

Mr, BELi^oRDi To AoBERlr Lovelace, E/q; 

^ Watford^ Wedn. June 14. 

OThou fav^^ge-bearted monfter J What work haft 
thou made ia '^ne guilty hour^ for a ubok age of 
re|>eiiubcei O z V^^ 
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I am ioesprefliblf concerned at the fate of 
maiclilcfs Lady ! She could not have fallen intt 
ItaoUsof an^ oiher coaa breathing, and AiSercd a 
has d^'>ne niih rhce- 

f had written a great part of another long Lettt 
trjr to fgften tliy flinty heart in her favour; for I the 
i( bm loo likcty, that ihon fliouMftfucceed in gt 
her oack again lo the accurfed woman's. But I 
it would have been too lace, had I finiflied it, 
fent it awaj*. Yet cannot I forbear writing, to 
thee to make the epjJy amends thou now canft 
her, by a proper ufc of the Licence thou hafi obn 

Poor, poor Lady I It is a pain to me, that I eve 
her. Such an adorer of virtue to be facrificcd t 
vileftof her Sex; and Thou their implement i 
devil's hands, for a purpofe fo bafc, fo ungcncroi 
inhumane! — Pride thyfelf, O cruelleft of men, ij 
rcfleflion; and that thy triumph over a woman, 
for ihy fake was abandontd of every friend (he h 
the world, was effected, not by advantages talc 
her wcaknefs and crcduliiy, but by the blacked 
fice ; after a long courfe of ftudicd deceits had 
tried to no purpofe. 

I can tell thee, it \\ well cither For thee or fo 
that I am not the Brotber of the Lady. Had I 
her Brother, h« violation muft have been folloff 
the blood of one of us. 

Excufe me Lovelace ; aod let not the Lady fai 
vorfe for my conccni for Ker. And yet I have bt 
other motive to alk thy escufe; ^d that is, bee 
owe to ihy own communi<ative pen the knowit 
have-of thy barbarous vitlaioy, fincethou might 
thou wouldiV, have palled it apon me for a coo 
feduflioD. 

Clarissa lives, thou fayfft. That (he dt 
tny wonder ; snd tbele words Ihvw, that thou i 
(tho' thou couldfV, ncvRlhetcfs, proceed) hardl 
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l^fkcdft fhe would ha^ve funrived the outrage. What 
muft have been the poor Lady's d^ftrefs (watchful as 
fhe had been over her honour) when dreadful Cer* 
tainty took place of cruel ApprehenCon !. — And yet a 
ffian may guefs what it muft hare been, by that whicb 
thou paintefty when fhe (ufpeAed herfelf tricked^ de* 
ierted, and betrayed, by the pretended Ladies. * 

That thou couldfi behold her phrenfy on this occa- 
fion, and her half-fpeecblefsy half»fainting proftration 
at thy fe&t, and yet retain thy evil purpofes, nitl hardly 
be thought creclble^ even by thoie who know th^c^ if 
they have feen her. 

Poor, poor Lady! With fuch noble qualities as> 
would have adorned the inoft exalted married life, to 
to fall into the hands of the mfy man in the world, who 
'cooldhave treated her as thou haft treated her ! — And 
to let loofe the old dragon, as thou properly calleft her^ 
iopoa the before affrighted innocent^ what a barbarity 
was that ! What a poor piece of barbarity I in order 
•to obtain by Terror, what thoadefpairedfl: to gain hf 
JL<yvCj^tho' lupported by ftratagems the moft infiduous 1- 

{t LovELACB I LovELACB 1 had /• doubtcd it 
bifore^ IJhould now be convineedy that there^^mu/i be a 
World afti^r thi>s, to do jufiice to injurea merits 
Mnd to puni/b barbarous perfidy I Could the divine. 
SocRATBs, and the divine Clarissa, .otherwife 
Jiiave fuffered ? 

But let me, if podible, (or one moment, to try to for- 
get this villainous outrage on the moft excelle/it o£^ 
woiAen. 

^-|,^^2gJ^H8Pfi^"llirrKipT*i''biali"qu|t 'this houfe for 

ever. 

I have had a folemn and tedious time of it. I (hould^ 
never have known, that I had half the refpcft I really 
find I had for the old gentleman, had I not fo dofely, 
'' at his earneft deilre, attended him, and been a witnefs^ 
of the tortures he underwent. 
^ O 3 -^^ 
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This melancholy occafioo may poffiblj have coo 
tr ib jud to fiomaniz? mc: But forcly I never cooli 
have been fo remorfelefs a caitiff' as tku haft beco» ti 
a veins n of half ih\% l^^&j*^ excdleoce. 

But prifhee, dear Lovelace, if thou*rt a man^ an( 
not a devil, reiblv^ey out of hand, to repair thy fin o 
io^rfltitude, by conferring upon thyfelfthe highefthq 
cour tbon canft receive, in making ber lawfully thioc 

But if thou cand net prevail upon thyfclf to dohei 
this jt*ftice, I think I ihouid not fcruple a tilt withthci 
[]An cvcrlaiting rupture at Uaft muft follow] if tboo 
lacrificell her to the accurfed womecu 

Thou art delirons to know what advantage I reap 
by my 'Uncle's demife. I do not ceruinly kno^j 
for I have not been fo greedily iblicitous on this ful 
ycCtf as fome of the kiudicd have been, who ougb 
fo have ihewn more deccfccy, as I ha?e told theaa 
and fufiered the corpfe to have been cold before the 
had begun their hungry inquiries. But, by what , 
gathered from the poor man's talk to me, who oftene 
than I wi(bed, touched upon the fubjed^, I deem i 
will be upwards of 5000 /. in ca(h| and in the fuods 
hiitv all Legacies paid, befides the real cfl ate, which i 
a clear icpo /. a-) ear. 

I wilh fiom my heart, thou wert a Money-lover 

Were the Edate to be of double the value, thai 

fliouldlt have it every fhilling ; only upon one condi 

tion [for my circumltances beware were as eafy as I wift 

• tliem to be while I am fingle] — That thou wouidli 

trn>it me the honour of being this faiherlels I*id;^*i 

Think of this :"my dearLov^'ce : i>e nuucii . .^^, 
let me prcfenc ihee with the brighttft je.vel that mai 
ever poircircd; and then, body and foul, wile thoi 
bind to ihec for ever, ihy 

Telford, 



LET 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Mr. Lovelace, To John Bklford, 5/^; 

Thurflay^ June 15. 
T ET me alone, yoo great dog, you I — Let me 
•^ alone ! — have I heard a Icfler boy, his coward 
arms held over his head and face, lay 10 a bigger', who 
was pommeling him, for having run away with h.s 
apple, his orange, or his ginger bread. 

So fay I to thee, on occafion of ihy feverily to thf 

poor friend, whj, as thou owneil, has furniihed thee 

(ungenerous as thou art!) with the weapons thou 

brandi(he(l fo fearfully againft him — And to whac 

purpofe, whsn the mifchief is done ? when, of con* 

fe^^ucDce, the affair is irretrievable \ and when a 

Clarissa could not move me \ 

Well, bur, after all, I mud own, that there is 
fomething very fingular in this Lady's cafe: And, ac 
times, I cannot help regreting, that I ever attempted 
her \ fincc not (me 'f>o*wer either of Body or Soul could 
be moved in my favour; and fince, to ufe the ex- 
preffion of the phiiofopher, on a much graver occafion. 
There is no difference to be found between, the IkuU 
of king Philip, and that of another man. 

But people's extravagant notions of things alter not 
faAs, BelforJ : And, whep all's done, Mifs ClariiTa 
Harlowe has but rup the fate of a thoufand others of 
her Sex — Only that tl^cy did not fct fuch a romantic 
value upon what they call their Honour i that's all. 

And yet I will allow thee this — That if a perfon C 8 
t high value upon any-thing, be it ever fuch a triHe in 
itfelf, or in the eye of others, the robbing of that per* 
fbn of it is not 3. tride to him. Take the matter in this 
light, I own I have done wrong, great wrong, to this 
admirable creature. 

But have I not known twenty and twenty of the 
Sex, who have teemed to carry their oouoas of virtue 



__ ^ 

296 The History of 

high J yet, wlien brought 10 ihe left, have 
ihcir feerity \ And hnw fliould we be coavi 
any of tbem are proof, lill they arc tried ? 

A ihouf-ind times have I fjid, that I neve 
vriih fuch a tvomao ns ihis. If I had, I h^ 
ihould have aitempied Mifs Clariflj Harlone 
to (he is all anRcl. And was not thai the po 
tit retting out I propoffd to try (a).' And wi 
tabilalion e*er iny dailiiig view ! Ar.d am 1 
at l«fl, in the hijih-icud 10 it? — It is true, i 
iioiWng 10 boart of aj 10 her Will. 7X-? ver, 
Bui ROW are we come 10 the Ted, whether ( 
be-broogbt to make the bcft of an iircparal 
If fhe exclaim [She hnj realbn to exclaim, 1 
fit down with patience by ihc hour logcthi 
htr (xclamations, lill (lie is tired of ihcm 
ihcrt defccnd lo cxpcflulaiion pcriiaps: Exp 
will give me hope : lixpoftulaiion will fhcw, 
hates me nor. And if flie hate me not, fhe 
give ^ And if flie now forgive ; then will all 
:rod flie will be mine upon my own terms 
ihall then b: the whole ftudy of my futu 
make her happy. 

So, Belfoid, thou {i:e(\, that I have joui 
to this ftagc [indeed, thro' infinite mczes, a 
finite remorfcs] with one determined point 
fromthe fitft. To thy urgent fupplicatioc i 
I will do her fjraieful juilice by marriage, I 
fwer ia Matt. Prior's two lines on his hopcd- 
tordiip ; as put iuio the mouths of his St. 
Harleyi 

Let thst he done, -ivhich Matt, doth^ 

Tea, quoththeEarl — But not To-D 

Thou fceft, Jack, that I make no refoIuii< 
.WTy agaiaft doing her, one time or other, il^ 
for juAice, even were \ ro fiicceed in my princ 

(#J See VoL IH. ?. »T- 
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CciaMation. And of this I do aHure thee, that, if I 
ever many, .it muA| it (ball be MiA darilTa Harlowe. 
^i^— Nor is her honour at all impaired with me, by what 
ihe his fo far fu£fercd : But the contrary*. She muft 
only take care, that» if ihe be at iafi broughtio forgive 
inc> ihe (hew me, that her Lovelace is the only maa 
en earth whom ttxt could have forgivea on the like 
occailoD* 

But, ah. Jack I whar^ in the mran time, fhall I do 
Vith this admirable creature ! Ac prefent — [I am loth 
CO fay it— But, at prefent] fhe is quite ftupificd. 

I? had rather, methioks, ihe ihould have retained alL 

Ikcr active powers, tho' I had fuffered by her nails and 

lier teeth, than that (he (hould be funk ioto fuch a il^te. 

of abfoluie — infeniibility (QialM call ic?) as ihe has 

been in ever flnce Tuefday morning* Yet, as ihe 

begins a little to revive, and. now-and* then cc^ cali 

Aaqaes, and to exclaim, Ldreadalmoii to engage with. 

Ifae aoguiih of at rph*it that owes ita extraordinary 

agitations to a nicenefs that I^as no example either in 

ancient or modern Story. Eor, after all, what is 

there in her CAfe that ihould 7?K/»^.iuch a glowing^ 

fuch a blooming charmer .'-^xcefs of, grief, , cxcefs of 

terror, has made a perfon*s hair iland'onend, and even 

(^s we have. read) changed the colour of \u. But that: 

it ihould foftupify, as. to make a perfon, at times, 

infeofible to thoic imaginary wrongs,. which wouldi 

raife others //^ow ilupefaitioo, is very furprifing ! 

But Lwili leave this iubje^, left it ihould make me> 
too grave. 

I. was yeilerday at Ham(^ead,.and difcharged all. 
obligations there, with no fmall appiaufc L tjld 
them, ihit the Lady was now. as happy as m) felt r: 
And (hat ispo great untruth ; for lam nut altogether, 
fo, when I.allow myfeJf to /i?//?^* 

Mrs. Townleud, with her Tars, had not been then', 
there. I told them what 1 would have them lay ta^ 
lier^.if Ihc came*. 

Q. s^ '^^^'^:' 



io CDtaBglcd in my enormous web» that fl 
move hand or foot : For fo much has grici 
her, that ihe is at prcCem as deftkute of wi 
Always fcemed co be of defirc. I muft not 
think of leaving her yu for two days togeth< 

1. LETTER XXXV. 

i I; A/r. Lovelace, To John Belford, 

'• T Have jtift oow had a fpecimen of what tl 
~* menc of (his dear creature will be when q 

. ^cred: An aflifling one 1 — For, entering h 

' } mcnt after Dorcas^ and endeavouring co f< 

I - pacify her difordeied mind} in the muift of 

'^ '^y - cliibments,. (he held up to heaven, in a i 

■^^ •-♦gony the innocent Uccnce (which £he hai 

'" , own powei); as the poor diftrefild Catalans 

] ;f ! :• their Englifli treaty^ on an occafion that k 

I;- h. J. vrord of my anions in countenance. 
:«. I^ . [ She fcemtd about to call down vcngean 

A T me; when; happily* the Leaden God* in nit 
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Kkelyto have of what (he was to fuffer. A contrivaoce. 
L never had occaiioa for before, and had not thought 
of now, if Mrs. SiDclair had not propofed it to mc : 
To whom I left the management of it : And I have- 
done nothing but curfe her ever fince, lefl: the quan- 
tity fhould have for ever damped her charming, inteU 
leas* 

Hence my concern — For I think the poor Lady 
ought not to have been fo treated. Poor Lacfyp did t 
fay ? — What have I to do with thy creepingjii^c ? — 
But have not I the word of it ; fince hep iuieniibiiity. 
has made me but a thief to my own joys ? 

I did* not intend to tell thee of this little innoeent 

trick ; . for fuch I defigned it to be ; but that I hate 

difingenuoufiiefs : To thee, efpecially : And as I can* 

not help writing in a more ferious vein than ui'iial, thou 

wouldeft perhaps, had I not hinted the true caufe, have 

imagined that I was forry for the faft itfelf: And this 

would have given thee^ good dc^al of trouble in fcrib- 

bling dull perfuaCves, to repair by Matrimony; and 

nu in reading thy crude nonfenfe. Bcfides, one day 

or Other, ihou mighted, had I not coufeffedit^ have 

heard of it in an aggravated mann:*r; ,and I know 

rhoo hvift fuch an high opinion of this Lady's virtue, 

that thou wouldd be difappointed, if (hou hadft reafon 

10 think, that fhc was fubdued by her own confen*^, or 

any the leaft yielding in her will. Aod fo is Qie be- 

iioldeato me in.fom ecneafure, that, at the expence of 

my honour Ihe may fo jiiftiy form a plea, which will. 

entirely falve hers. 

And now is the whole fecrctoui. 

Thou wilt fay I am a horrid fellow !-^Aa the Lady 
docs, that I 'am the unchained Beclzehuby and a phtting 
viiiain : And as this is what you both faid beforehand, 
and nothing worfe canht iaiJ, I defire, if thou wouldfl 
not hafe roe quite ferious with thee, and thitl lliould 
think (hou meanell more by thy Tilting hint, than I 
am. willing to bch'cve ihou dofl-, that thou wilt forbear 

6 \M 
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hyinveflWes! For is not the thing done? — Cjh it 
)e helped?— And mud I not now try to make the 
left of it ? — And tbc rather do I enjoin ihec this, jod 
inviolable ftcrccy; bccaufe I begin to think, that my 
punilhnicniwi'l be grea'er ihaa ibc fault, were it 10 tt 
ioiy team my owa refieftion. ^ 



LETTER XXXVI. 



I 



J 



JM!^ Lovelace, To John Belford, 

Prido}-, Jam lA" 
AM forry to hear of iby mii^foriiiRe; but fiopt 
thou will not long tie by it. Tliy fcrwaoi iclli 
inc what a narrow efcape thou hadft with thy ntcV. 
1 wilh it may not be ominous: But 1 think thou 
feecnen not to be iD fo enierpriluig a way as former- 
ly i and yet, merry or fad, thou fteft a Rake's Dftlt 
is always in danger, if not from the hangmanj ftoo: 
bis own horfa. But 'tis a vicious toad, it lecmi: 
and I think thou Ihouldft nerer venture upon his bad 
again ; for 'tU a plaguy thing fur rider and horfe boil 
lu be vicious. 

Thy fellow tells me, thou defiren me to comioiu 
to write to thee in order lo divert thy chagrto on ih; 
forced confinement: But how caa I think it in m; 
fovier to divert, when my fubjcA is not ple^liBg h 

Cxfar never knew what it was^o be hipped, I wil 
call it, till he came to be what Pompey was; that i 
to fay, till he arrived at the height of his ambition 
Nor did thy Lovelace koow what it was to b 
gloomy, till he had completfd his wilhes upon lb 
mon charming creatHrc in the world- 

And yet why fay 1 completed? when the wiV/, th 
confint, is wanting — And 1 have flill views befoFc m 
of obtaining that ? 

Yet I could alaioft join wiih thee in the wilh, whrcl 
>hou fcDdtlt. me U£ bj' thj feivaoi, uofiiendly as it v. 
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that I had had thy misfomiDe before Monday night 
laft : For here^ the pocr Lady has run into a con« 
trary extreme to that I told thee of in my left : For 
BOW is fhe as much too lively, as before (he was too 
ilupid ; and 'bating that (he has pretty frequent lucid 
intervals, would be deemed raving mad» and I ihould 
be obliged to confine her. 

I am moft confoundedly difturbed about it: For I 
begin to fear that her intelleAs are irreparably hurt. 

Who the devil could have expected fuch firange 
eflSfiAs from a caufe fo common and fo flight ? 

But thefe high-fouled add bigh-fenfed girls, wha 
had fet up for flbtning lights and examples to the reft 
of the Sex, are with fuch difficulty brought down to 
the common ftaodard, that a wife man, who prefers 
bis peace of mind to his glory in fubduing one of that 
exalted clafs, would have nothing to fay to them* 

I do all in my power to quiet her fpirits, when I 
force mjfclf into her prefence. 

I go on, begging pardon one minute^ and vowing 
truth and honour another. 

I would at firft have perfuaded her, and offered to 
call witnefles to the truth of it, that we were aifhially 
married. Tho' the Licence was in her bands, I 
tboFUght the aflertion might go down in her difToiderf . 
and charming confequences I hoped would follow.. 
But this would not do.— 

I therefore gave up that hope : And now I declare 
to her, that it i$ my refolution to many her, the mo- 
ment her Uncle Harlowe informs roe, that he will' 
grace the Ceremony with'his prefence. 

But flie believes nothing I fay; nor (whether in her 
ienfes, or not) bears me with patience in her fight. 

I pity her whh all my foul ; and I curfe myfelf, 
when (he is in her wailing fits, and when lapprehend^ 
that intclleds, fo charming, are for ever damped.. 
But mote I corfe thefe women, who put me upo|^ 
fuch an expedient! Lordl Lord! what a hand have^ 
I" msde of it .' — Md ail Jor ufcat ?. \j8iSbc 
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L>A oight, for the frfl Ume fiocc Monday laflr, (Lc 
got to her pCQ and ink : Bm flic purrues her wrRio^ 
wiih fuch eagcrnefi lod hurry, as ihcw (oo evidemlf 
her difconipolure. 

i hope, however, thai ihU craplojrmeni will help 
to calm her Ipiriit. 

JuiT now Dorcas [ells me, that what fhe writti 
(he tears, and throws ihe paper in fragments under ili» 
lable, cither as not Icaowing what flie does, or difli- 
king it : Then gets up, wrings her baods, weeps, aod j 
Ihihs her Icjt all round ihc room: Thco iciuini w I 
her table. His down, and writes again. 

One odd Letter, as I may call it, Dorcas has this 
momcni given me from her — Carry this, faid (he, M 
the viUJi a/ m<a. Dorcas, a toad, brought it, with- 
out any further direftion, to nu. I fai down, intend- 
ing {iho' 'tis preiiy longj to give thcc ^ copy of ii; 
Hut, for o^ Ufe, I-cannoti 'lis fo extravagant. AoJ 
the original is too much an original to. let it go out of 
my hands. 

But lome of the fcr^ps and fragments, as either 
torn througli, or flung afidf, I will cop)?, for th; 
novelty of the tiling, and to ihcw thee how her minj 
works now Ilic is in this whimfical wjy. Yet I know 
I am flill furniHrng thee with new weapons againll 
myfeU, But fpatc thy comments. My own rcdcc- 
lions render them tieedleis. Dorcas thinks her Lid/ 
will alk for (hem : So wdhes to have them lo lay agjia 
under her tat>U. 

By the firft ihou'lt gucf?, that I hjve lold her ihjt 
Mils Howe is very ill, and can't write: that Ihe mny 
account the better for QOt having received the Letttt 
lieligned for her 

PAPER 
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P A P E R I. 



x*^ 



/^7*cr« in two pieces.) 

My dearefi Mi/s Horwe! 

OWhat dreadfuly dreadful thiogs have I- to tell - 
you i But yet I caoaot tell you. neither. . But 
fay. Are you ceally il1» as a vile, vile creature ioforms 
me you are ? 

But he never yet. told. me truth».and Lhope has not 
in this : And yet, if it were not true, furely I (bould 
have heard from- you before now ! — ^But what have I 
to do to upbraid? — You may well be tired of me !-— 
And if you are» I can forgive you ; for I am tired of 
royfelf : And all my own relations were tired of me - 
long before you were* 

flow good you have always beenfto me, mineL. own 
dear Anna Howe ! — But how I ramble 1 

I lat down to fay a great deal — My heart, was. full 
<— I.dtd not know what to fay firll^^And thought, 
and grief, and coofufion, and (O my poor head!) I 
cantiot tell what — And thought, and grief, and con- 
fafion, came crowding fo thick upon me; one would 
be firft, another would be firft^ alL would be fird \ fo 
1 can wxite nothing at all. — Otily that, whatever tkey 
have done to me, I cannot tellv hut I am no longer 
what I was in any one things — In any one thing 
did I fay ? Yes, but 1 am ; for I am ftill, and I ever 
will be, 

Your trtiC'^ 

Plague onjt I I can write no more of this eloquent 
nonfenfe myfclf ; which rather fhews a raifed^ than a 
quenched, imagination : But Dorcas ihall tranfcribe 
the others in fepara^e papers, as written by the whia> 
iical Charmer : 'And fome time hence, when all is 
over, and I can better bear to read them, I may aik 
thee for a fight of them. Prefiji ve ihem therefore \ 
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for we often look bsck with ptcafare c«cn upon tlie 
hcaricft gric^, when the ciufc of ttien is remoTcd. 

PAPER ir. 

(Scratch'd thra', and thrown under the 7abU.) 

AN D can yoo, 1117 dear honoured Papa, refolre 
for ever to reprobate your poor child f — But 
I am fure you would not, if you knew what Qic hai 
fuffcred fince her unhappy — And will nobody plead 
for your poor fuffering girl i — No one good body?— 
"Why, ihcn, dearcft Sir, let it be an aft of your own 
innate goodnels, which I have fo much espcrieneed, 
ind fo much abufcd. I don't prefomc to think jon 
ftiouid receive me— No, indeed— My name ii-I 
don't know what my name is!— I never dare lo wi(h 
10 come inio your family again! — Bui your heavy 
cnrfe, my Papa— Yes, I tuUl call you Papa, and 
help yourfelf as you can — tor you are my own dear 
Papaj whether you will or not — Aod tho' I am an 
unworthy child — yet I am yuur child — 

PAPER. III. 
A Lady took a great fancy to a young Lion, or a. 
** Bear, I forget which — But a Bear, or a Tiger, 
I believe> it was. It was made her a prefem ot,, 
when a whelp. She fed it with her own^ hand : She 
nurfed up the wicked cub with great tcndernefs ; aod- 
would play wiih it^ without fear or apprehenfioa of 
danger t And it w#5 obedient to all her comtoands : 
And its tamenefs, as flie ufcd to bQ-ttl, cncreafed 
with its growth;, fo thar, like a Lap-dog it would' 
follow her all over ihe houfe. But mind wha't fol* 
lowed ; At iaft, fomenow,. nfgltfting lo fadsfy its 
hungry maw, or basing O'herwife difobligicig ii on 
feme occiilion, ic refumcd its nature;, and on a fud- 
deo fell upon her, and tore her in pieces.— And who 
was,inoA to blame, Lgiayf ThcBmce, «r the Lady^ 
Th6 
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The hzdj, furcly I— For what^^ did, was out of na- 
ture, 02// of character, at leaA:'WhatfY did, was i/i 
its own nature. 

PAPER IV. 

HO W art thou now humbled in the dufty thou 
proud ClariiTa Harlowe ! Thou that never Aep- 
pedft out of thy Father's houfe, but to be admiredl 
Who wen wont to turn thine eye, fparkling with 
healthful life and felf-aiTurance, to different objects 
at once as thou paflTedft, as if (for fo thy penetrating 
Sidei ufed to fay) to plume thy felf upon the ezpcAed 
applaufcs of all that beheld thee I Thou that uledilto 
go to reft fatisfied with the adulations paid thee in the 
paft day, and couldeftput off e?ery-thing but thy Va- 
iiityi— 

• P A P E R.. V. 

Tl Ejoice not now, my Bella, my Sifter, mv Triend ; 
"^ bi^t pity the humbled creature, whofe fooliih 
heart you ufed to fay you beheld thro' the thin veilof 
humility which covered it. 

It muft have been fo I My fall had not elfe been 
permitted-— 

You penetrated my proud heart with the jealouff 
of an Elder Sifter's fearching eye. 

You knew me better than I knew myfelf. 

Hence your upbraidings and your chidings, whea 
I began to totter. 

But forgive now thofe vain triumphs of my heart. 

I thought, poor proud wretch that I was, that what 
you faid was owing to your envy. 

I thought I could acquit my intention of any fuch 
vanity. 

I was too fecure in the knowledge I thought I had 
o£ aiy own heai t. 

My fuppofed advantages became a fnare to me. 

And what now is the end of allJ-^ 
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PAPER vr, 

"WJ HAT now U become of ihe prorpedts of a hap- 
py life, which once I ihought openiiig before 
nie? — Who now (hall aflill in (he folemn prepara- 
tions ? Who now (hall provije ihe nuplial omamenii, 
which fofien and divert the apprchenfions of ihe feai- 
fiil virgin ? No court now to be paid to my fniiles ! No 
encouraging compliments to inrpirc thte wiih hope uf 
hying a mind not unworthy of thee under oblig;jtion i 
No elevation now for confcious merit, and applauded 
purity, to loot down from on a p'olVatc adorer, 'id 
an admiring wodd, and up to picafed aad lejucbg 
parcDts and relations ! 

P A P E'R VII. 
T^ HOU pernicious Caierpiller, thai preycft tipoa 
^ the fair leaf of .VirgmFame, and poiiwiefl thofe 
leaves which ihou canllnot devour! 

Thou fdl Blight, thou Eiftcrn Blaft, ihou over- 
fpreading Mildew, thai denroye(l ihe early promifei 
of the (hilling year ! that mocktil the laborious toil. 
and blaftefl: ihc joyful hopes, of ihe painful Hufband- 

Thou frciting Moth, that corrupteft the faireft gar- 
ment ! 

Thou eating Canker- worm, that preyed upon the 

opening Bud, and turneft the damalk Rofe into livid 
yellowntfj i 

If, as Religion teaches us, God will judge us, iti i 
great tneafure, by our beaevolcoi or evil aijti'ins to one 
anoihei — O wretch! bethink thee, in time bcihinlt 
thee, how gieat nioft be thy condtronadon ! 

Pi P E R. Vllf, 
AT firft, I faw fbmcilung in your air and perfnn 
*^ that dif[;leafcd me not. Your Binh and FOf- 
tuscs were uo fmall advantages to you- — You aftei 
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not igDobly bf my paflionate Brother. Every-bodjr 
faid you were brave: Every-body faid you were gje« 
nerous. A brave mao, I thought, could not be a 
bafe cnan : A generous roan^ could not, I believed, be 
ungenerous^ where he acknowledged obligation. Thus 
prepoOciled, all the reft that my foul loved and 
wifhed for in your Reformation, I hoped ! — I knew 
not, but by report, any flagrant inftances of your 
vilenefs. You leemed frank, as well as generoQs : 
Franknefs and Generoiity ever attrafled me : Who- 
ever kept up thofe appearances, I judged of their 
hearts by my own;. and whatever qualities / tvijhed 
to find in them, I was ready to find ;. and, imben found, 
I believed them to be natives of the foIL 

My Fortunes,' my Rank, my Character, I thought 
a further fecurity. I was in none of thofe refpeds 
unworthy of being the Niece of Lord M. and of his 
two rioble Sifters. — Your vows, your imprecations 
— But^ Oh! you have barbaroufly and bafely con- 
fpired againft that Honour, which you ought to have 
protefted : And now you have made me-^ What is u 
of vile, that you have not made me ? — 
' Yet, God knows my heart, I had no culpable 
mclinations ! — cl honoured Virtue ! — I hated Vice Ir- * 
But I knew nor, that you were Vice itfeif I 

PAPER IX. 
LJl A D the bappinefs of any the pooreft Outcaft ia 
•^ -* ibc wx>rld, whom I had never feePj^ never 
known, never before heard of, lain as much in rfiy 
power, as my bappinefs did in yoursy my bei^voient 
ik.o«» -"^.iJH have madq me fly to the fuccour of fuch 
-a poor djftreflcd— \viiu wu«/ j^u.r.,. «^„ia | j^ 
raifed the dgcfttd head, and comforted the defpond- 
ing heart! — But who now fhall pity the poor wicich 
who has cncrcaied, iuftead of diminilhed, the number 
pf the miferabU 1 

PAPER 
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PAPER X. 

LEAD me, where my owo ihoughu ihcmfflvci my lofe we i 
Wheie I m»y tlore ooc whit I've left of Life, 

Forget iBjfcli, lod ihiidjy'i guilt!, 

CfOfI Remcrobrance ! how flull ] appe»fe thee T 



.— -Oh ! yoa hive doB4 

Tfait bloit the flee and btalh of modelty; 



L u»ui> iiic i*tc 4U4J D'uiD oi mvucLiy; '^ Pq' B q 

Tjikeioffiherofe "^sS- 

im ihe fair foTcheid of an iiuioceat LcvCi ■€ = b** 

1 mika i bLrici ihcic ! "t^l^l 

Then down I Uid my head, e> g gj. 

'n cold e»rih, and lot a while wai tlead s | " " « 



And mr freed Soul to » Qiiogc &omewhcie fled! 

Ah! foitiJh Soul! faid I, ^ 

^hen back to in cage again 1 fiT» ii flyi Po- 

Fool! t« Tcfunc hci broken chain, o ^ 6* 

And row ihcgall«y here again! Bio." 

Fool! lothatbody toieniiD, &!? 

Where ii condema'd and deKln'd ii to bmbm • * S- 



d fpeak the wordi ofpeuc 10 mj divided Soul, 

IHun wan within mt. 
And railes ev'ry fcnfe to my confuGoD. 

I'm toil'rlDg on ihe litink 
Of peace ; add thou art all ihe hold I've left < 
AIEA me— — iti the paogt of my afflifiion ! 
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Hi 
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■When Honour's loft, 'tii a relief to die : * 5 

I^eaib'i bui a fuictetreat from infamy. ^ & 

ftf 

A ^ Then firewel. Youth, ^ f 

'»■% ^ AndallthejoysAatdwell P* ' 

^ ■'' ■^ ^- "With Youth and Life! S 

■&% * ■^^ AndUfeitfelf.farevrel! / 

iVV^ - . 



After all, Bclford, I haveiuft (ktmnied over 
theCe cranfcriptions tA Dowas-, uwi I fee there are^ 
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hod and good fcjofe in fome of them^ urild as others 
>f them are ; and that her memory* which ferves her 
b well-: for thefe poetical flights, is far from being 
mpaired. And this gives me hope, that fhe will 
bon . recover .her charming intelleAs — Tho' I (ball 
36 the fu&rer by their reftoration, I make no doubr. 
Bur, in the Letter Ihe wrote to me, tbere are yet 
greater. esitrsVagaod^s; and tbo' I faid it was too 
afieAing to give thee a copy of tr, yer, after I haye let 
thee fee the Toofe papers indofed, I think I may throw 
in a tranfcript of that. Dorcas therefore fhall here 
tranfcribe U. /cannot. The readiog of it afieSed 
me ten limes more tban the fevered reproaches of a 
regular miiid could. do, 

Ta Mr. Lovelace. 

I Never intended to write another line to you. I 
would not fee you, if I could help it — U that I 
never had I 

But tell me of a truth, Is Mifs Howe really and 
truly ill ? — Very ill ? — And is not her illncfs poifon i 
And don't you know who g&ve it her i 

What you, or Mrs. Sinclair, or fomebody (I can* 
not tell who) have done to my poor head, you beft 
kiiow : But 1 {hall never be what I was. My head 
is gone. I have wept away all my brain, I believe ; 
for i can weep do more. Indeed I have had my full 
fiiare \ fo it is no matter. 

- But| good now, Lovelace, don't fet Mrs. Sinclair 
upon me again. I never did her any harm. She^ 
affrights me, when I fee her! — Ever fince — When 
vras itf I cannot tell, ton can, I fuppofe. She may 
be a good woman, as far as I know. She was the 
vrifc of a man of honour — Vciy likely — Tho* forced 
fo let lodgings for her livelihood. Poor gentle wo** 
man ! Let her know I pity her : But don'c let her 
come near me again — Pray don't i 

JTet ihe may fie a very good woman^ 
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once I Taw : But it was a fid fight lo me then ! Little 
as I thought what I Jhould come lo nyfelf! — ThJi 
ic all I would fjy: This is all I have to wifli for— 
Then I Iliall be out of all your ways; and I {hall be 
taken care of; and Bread ;ind Water, without your 
tormentings, will be dainties ; and nxj Straw-foed 
ihc caficd I have lain in — for — I cannot tell faoir 
long! 

My clothes will fell for what will keep me there, 
perhaps, as long as 1 (hall liie. But, Lovelace, inr 
Lovelace I will call you ; for you have coll me 
Enough, I'm fure!— don't let me be made a ftcwof, 
for mj /umil/i fake; nay, for your ciun fake, don't 
do that — For when I know all I have fufTered, vbich 
yet I do not, and no matier if I never do— I may be 
apt to rave againll you by name, and tell of all your 
taafenels to a poor bumbled creature, that once m 
ai proud as any-boiiy — But of what I can't tell— 
Except of mine own folly and vanity — But let that 
pats — fiiice I am'punifhcd enough for it— 

So, fuppofe. inftead of Bedlam, it were a private 
mad-houfe, where no-body comes! — That will be 
beiicr a gieai deal. 

But, another thing, Lovelace: Don't let them ufe 
me cruelly when I am there — Tou have ufcd tne 
cruelty enough, you know!— Don't let themnfe tnc 
cruelly; for I will be very iraftable ; acid do as any- 
body would have me do — Except what you would 
have me do— for thai I never will. — Another thing, 
Lovelace 1 Don't let this^onf woman ; I was going 
lo lay vi/t woman ; but don't tell her ibat — Becaulc 
flie won't let you fend me to this happy refuge per- 
haps, if (he were to fcnow ir— 

Another thing, Lovelace : Aiid let me have peO| 
tnd ink, and paper, allowed me— It will be all my 
amufement — But they need not fend to any- body I 
(hall write to, what 1 write, betaufc it will but trou- 
ble them: Aodlbmebody may do you a mifcbicf, 
ua; 
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may-be — I wiih not that any-body do any-body a 
mifchief upon my account. 

You tell me, that Lady Betty Lawrance and your 
Coufin Montague were here to tak^ leave of me ^ 
but that I was aflccp, and could not be waked. So 
you told me at firftj I was marriedi you know ; and 
that you were my hufband — Ah! Lovelace 1 look to 
what you fay.— But let not them (for they will fporc 
wirh my miicry) let not that Lady Betty, let not tSat 
Mils Montague, whatever the reaJ ones may do, 
nor Mrs. Sinclair neither, nor any of her Lodgers, 
nor her Nieces, come to fee me in my place — Reai 
ones, I fay ; for, Lovelace, I {hall find out ail your 
villainies in time— Indeed I (hall — So put me there 
as Toon as you can —It is for your good-^Thcn all 
will pafs for ravings that I can fay, as, I doubt not, 
many poor creatures exclamations do pafs, tho' there 
may be too much truth in tbem for all that — And 
you know / began to he mad at llamftead — So you 
faid. — Ah ! villainous man t what have you not to 
anfwer for ! 

A LITTLE interval lecms to be lent me. I had 
begun to look over what I have written. It is not 
fit for any one to fee, fo far as I have been able to 
rc-perufe it: But my head will not hold, I doubt, to 
go througli it all. If therefore I have not already 
mentioned . my earned dclire, let me tell you, it is 
this : That I be fent out of this abominable houfe 
without delay, and locked up in fome private Mad- 
houfe about this town ; for fuch it feems there are ; 
fsever more to be feen, or to be produced to any* 
body, except in your own vindication, if you fhould 
be charged with the: murJer of my perfon \ a much 
iighrer crime, than that of my honour, which the 
^reateft villam on earth has robbed me of. y^nd 
deny me not this my laft r,qucft, I bsfcecb you ; 

Vol. V. P and 
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ami Ode other, and that is, Never lo Jet me fee you 
more I Thii fureiy tuny be granted ro 
The mifirahly abufid, 

Clarissa Hahlowe. 

i WILL not heap tliy heavy preacbmenis, Belford, 
npiin tlii* Hdcdting Leiicr. So, not a word of thai 
(oct ! The paiier, tliou'it fee, is bliller'd with ihe 
Tcais even vi the hardeii'd iraDlcriber; which bai 
made her ink run herc-and-ihere. 

Mrs- Sinclair is a true hcroitie, and, I think, flunwi 
115 all. And (Tie is a -woman too ! Thou'lt {if, The 
bcii thin^j! corrupted become ihe worft, Bui ibis i^ 
tci'tain, that whatever the Sex fet their hearts upon, 
they make thorough work of it. And hence ir is, tbat 
a niifthicf which would end in (imple robbery among 
min.rogues, becomes murder, if a woinin be in it, 

I know ihou will blame me for having had recourfe 
to ^rt. But do not phyficians prefcribc opiates Ifl 
acute ca(es, where the violence of the difordcr would 
be apt to throw the patient into a fever or delirium^ 
1 aver, that my motive for ihis expedient was mercy, 
nor could it be any thing clfe. For a Rape, thoU 
knoweft, to us Bakes, is far from being an undefirabU 
thing. Nothing but the Law Hands in uur way, upon 
that account; and the opinion of what 3 modell wo- 
man will fu9er rattier than become a viua voce accu- 
fcr, teflens much an honcH fellow's apprchenCoiu on 
that fcore. Then, if thcte /(.mnivs/encei [I hale the 
word s/'iVfeion thif occalioo^ l^ave turned bcr head, 
that is an cfftH they frequently have upon 4ome con- 
fliiuiioDs } and in this cafe was raihe^ the fault of die 
dofe thsn th? delign of the giver. 

But is not Wine iifelf an opiate io df grcc ? — How 
tpany wopen have been taken advantage of by vunei 
and o<licr Qill more intoxicating viands? — t,et me 
tell iliee, Jack, that the experience of many of the 
jx^Jfjve ii.i, and the ccr/ciencei of many moit.of rhe 
* - afiivt, 
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aBive^ appealed to, ^ill tcflifj that ihf Lovelace is 
not the word of villains. Nor would I hare thee puc 
me upon clearing myfelf by comparifons. 

If (he efcape a fettled delirium when my plots un« 
ravel, I think it is all I ought to be concerned abou^» 
What therefore I dcfire of thee, is, That, if two 
€OQ(lru£tions may be made of my actions, thou wile 
afford me the moft favourable. For this, not only 
friendfhip, but my t>wn ingenuoufnefs, which has 
furnifhed thee with the knowledge of the fafts againft 
nvbich thou art fo ready to inveigh, require of chee. 

Will is joft returned from an errand to Ham^ 
flead; and acquaints me, that Mrs. Townfend was 
ycflrerday at Mrs. Moore% accompanied by three or * 
four rough fellows ; a greater number {as fnppofed) 
at a diAance. She "was ftrangely furprifed at the news 
thai my fpoufe and I arc entirely reconciled; and 
that two fine Ladies, my re1ation», came to vifit her^ 
and went to town with her : Where flie is very 
happy with me. She was fure we were not married, 
ihe faid, unlef^ it wiis while we were at Hamflcad : 
And they were fure the ceremony was not performed 
there. But that the Lady is happy and ^afy^ is un- 
qucftiooable : And a fling was thrown out by Mrs. 
Moore and Mrs. Bevis at mif chief maker s^ as ihev 
knew Mrs. Townfend to be acquainted with Mifs 
Howe. 

Now, iince my Fair-one can neither receive, nor 
fend away Letters, I am pretty eafy as to this Mrs. 
Townfend and her employer. And I fancy Mifs 
Howe will be puzzled to know what to think of the 
matter, and ah aid of" fending by Wilfon*s convey- 
ance; and perhaps fuppofe that her friend flights her; 
or has changed her mind in my favour, and is afiiauiCd 
to own it ; as fl^e has not had an aafwer to what (he 
vrote; and will believe thai the fiuftic delivered her 
XdH Letter into her own hand. 
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Shall I tell thee my projeft > Tis not a ! 
— •Til this — ^To get hither Mrs, Moore. J 
lins, and my Widow Bevis ; for they are d 
make a ^ifit to my fpoufej now we are fo ] 
gether. And, if I can order it right, Beltc 
bray, Tourville, and I, will (hew them a 11 
of the ways of this wicked town, than they 
know. Why fhould they be acquainted w 
of my chara£ter» and not be the Better and 
it? — I would have ^very-body rail againft B 
judgment and know/edge, if they will rail. 
thefe women gave me a great deal of tron 
the thirdj I am confidentj will forgive a m< 
ing. 

ThoD wilt be curious to know what the 
fhefe women are, to whom I intend fo mu< 
tion. I think I have not heretofore menti< 
thing charadteridic of their perfons. 

Mrs. Moore is a widow of about Thirty 
little morti6ed by misfortunes; but thole arc 
nierrie{^ folks, when warmed. She has ann, 
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lover of mirth, and one whom no grief ever dwelt 
with, I dare fay, for a week together; about 
Twenty-five years of age: Mowbray will have very 
little difficulty with her, I believe ; for one cannot 
do every-thing one's felf. And yet ibmetimes women 
of this free ca(V, when it comes to the . point, anfwer 
not the promifes their cheerful forwardnefs gives a 
man who has a view upon them. 

Mifs RawHns is an agreeable young Lady enough \, 
but not beautiful. She has ienfe, and would be 
thought to know the ivorUy as it is called^ but, for 
her knowledge^ is more indebted to Theory than Expe- 
rience* A mere whipt-fyllabub knowledge this, Jackj 
that always fails the perfon who trufts to it, when it 
fhottld hold to do her fervice. For fuch young 
Indies have fo much dependence upon their own 
underftanding and warinefs, are fo much above the 
cautions that the lefs opinionative may be benefited 
by, that their prefumptioo is generally their overT 
'tDh>w, when attempted- by a, man of citpericncc, 
who knows h6w to flatter their vanity^ and to mag- 
iAfj their wifdom, in order to take advantage of 
their folly; Bur, iot mifs Rawlins, if "I can add 
Experieme to her Tbecry, what an accompliflied 
perfon will (he be I — And bow much will (he be 
obliged to- me ; and not only Jbe, but all thofe who 
may be the better for th^ precepts (he thinks herfelf 
already fo well qualified to give I Dearly, Jack, do I 
love to engage with thefe precept-givers, and example*' 
fetters. 

Now, BeIfor4, ahho* there is nothing ftrtking in 
any of thefe . characters } yet may we, at a pinch, 
make a good frolicky half-day with them, if, after 
we have Ibftened their wax at table by encouraging 
viands^ we can fet our won^en and them into dan- 
cing : Dancing, which all women love, and all men 
ihould therefore promote, for A^M. their. fakes*. 

E 3 K\iA. 



wuiiicu, uy iiicir laugiiiiig iiccuum^y cue 

tliCB) lo bicdk ihro* ail ihcir cuAomary ; 
For Women lo \Vc;n*cn, ihou knovrcA, s 
tiiici& and int.eD(:Ms; not one of ibcm h 
b: ou'donf cr ouiujicu, when iheir hcar(s 
lOJgliiy warmed. 

1 know, at fiiO, the difEculcy will be 
ilental abfence of my dear Mrs. Lovelace, i 
principally they will dcijgn their vifit: Buc if 
f exhiKiaie them, ihcy Hont then wilh to J 

and I can form twenty accidcnis and cxcuf 
one ])Our to anoihcr, fur her ablence, till e; 
have a lubjedt to take up all her thoughts. 

I am really fick at heart for a t'rolic, aod 
djubt lut this will be an agreeable one. T 
ii:en already ihii^k me a wild fellow ; nor do 
L' fzr the lejijor ity as I can perceive ; and I ik 

- tare ihai ch(.y Ihali be treated with fo much 

Ufure one another's laccSj that in policy tl; 
kt'tp each other's counfcl. And won't fhis t 
a kind thing by them? fince it will knit an 
luble band of union and friendship betwee 
Women who are neighbours, and at prcfcnt h; 
iiommon obli^^ations lo one another: For ihou 
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has (he b^en the means of faving fcorcs of her S x i 
yet without her own knowledge. 

Saturday Night, 
By Dorcas's account of her I^adj's behaviour, the 
dear creature feems to be recovering. 1 ihall give the 
earlieft notice of this to the worthy Capr. Tomlin* 
foHj that he may apprize Uncie John o^ it. I mud 
be properly enabled, froaa that quarter, to pacify^her^ 
or at lead, to rebate her firR violence. 

LETTER XXXVir. 
Mr. Lo7ELacE| To John Belford, Efqs 

Sunday Afterrmnt 6 o'clock {June 18.) 
T WENT out early this morning, and returned 

not till juft. now ; .when I was informed, that my 
Beloved in my abftnce,. had taken it into her head 
to attempt to get away. 

She tripped down,. -with a parcel tied up in a hand- 
kerchieft her hood on; and was actually ia the eniry, 
when Mr£. Sinclair faw hex. 

Pray, Madam^ whipping betweea her and the ftr.eet- 
door, be pleafed to letxne know wfaiihcryou are going^ 

Who has a right to control me ? was the woid* 

I have. Madam,, by order of yoar Spoufe : And^ 
kemboing her arms^ as (he owoed^. I dciire you will 
be pleafed to walk up again. 

She would have fpoken; but could not: And, 
burfting iato tears, turned back« and went up tu her 
chamber : And Dorcas was taken to taik for lufferiuj 
her to be in the pafTage before ihe was ieen. 

This (bdws, a& we hoped lad nighty that (lie is re-^ 
covering her charming intellects. 

Dorcas fays, Ihe was viflble to her but once before, 
the whole day ; and then feemed very folemn and* 
fedate. 

I will endeavour to fee her. It muft be in her owa 
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< bamber, I ruppofe ; for (he will hsrdlf tnctt mc ia 
rbe Dining-room. \Vhit advantage will the cooG- 
tlence of our Sex pIvc tae over the mudefty of bcrf, if 
/he be rccoBtred! — /, the moft confideni of ineoJ 
Sbr, I he moll delitaie of won»;n. Swtci Soul! me- 
ihiaks, I h^v± hei before ate i Her face avtried: 
Speech loft in fighs— Abalhcd— Confcious — Whut 
iriumphanl afpcA will this give me, when I gaze ia 
her liowncail lounicn^iiice 1 

This tnomcni Dorcai ulli me) (he bclievei iLe a 
tonkinfi to find me uuc. She allccd bcr after mc 
And Dorcas lcF[h<:r, drying her rcd-fwolo cyciuWc 
glafs [No defign of moving me by bcr icjrs '.J ; figh- 
ing too feoHbly for my courage. Bui lo what pur- 
pole have I gone ihui far, if Ipurfuc m>i my princi- 
pal cud I h'iCtat'tS mui't be a Hftte abated. Sbc 
knows (he wurlh That Ihe cannot fly idc ; thai the 
mud r<:e me; and that 1 cjq look her itiio a fwcci 
cunfulion ; arc circum fiances greatly in taj faTOur. 
Whit can Ok do, but rav: and exd-iim ? 1 am ufed 
lo raving and enclaimiog — Butj if recovered, I firall 
i'tt bow Oie beluTei upon lh» oar firfl fcafible later- 
view after what ilie has fuffcrcd. 

Jkre flic comei! 

L E T T,E R XXXVIII. 

/Ur. LoTiLACE, To John BllfokDj Efi; 

Sunday, Night, 

"^EVER blame me for gWing way Ift have An 

■^~ ufed with this admiFable creature.. AH ihe 

princes of the air, or beocatb it, joining with mei 

could never have fubdued her whi^ flic had her fenfci. 

I will not aniicipJtc — Only to tell ihee, that I am 

too much awakened by her lo ihinfc of llecp, were I 

to go 10 bed i and io (tiall have uothiag to du, but to 

wiiie ao account of our odd coaverfation, while it ii 



Let. 38". Clarifla Harllowe.^ 32 f 

rp ftroog upon my minj that I. can thiokof nothing, 
dfe. 

She was dreflcd in a white datnaHs. night-gown» 
vith le{s negligence than for iboie days p^Uh I was 
Btting with my pen in my fingers ^^ and ftood up ';. 
wlieo I firft faw her, witk great complaifaoce, as if - 
the day were ftiil her own* And (b indeed it is. . 

She entered with fuch dignity in her manner^ as } 
ftruckmc with, great awe, and prepared me for chtf '; 
poor figure I made in the fubfeqaent converfation. Ai 
poor figore indeed! — But I. will do her jufliice. 

She came up with quick (leps, pretty ciofe to me; 
a white handkerchief in her hand ; her eyes neither 
fierce nor nuld» but ¥ery'earoe(i; and a fixed fed^tc-^ 
nefs in her whole afpeft^ whicfa^feemed to be the eff^fk 
of deep contemplation;. And thus fhe accofted me^ 
with ao air and aftion chat I never faw equalled. 

Vou fee before you> Sir, the wretch, whofe pre- 
ference of you to alL your Sex you have rewarded-— 
as ic indeed d!r^rii#</. to be. rewarded. My Father'sL 
dreadful curfe has already operated upon me in. the 
very latter of it, as to This life; and ifrieems to me 
€00 evident, that ic will- not be your fault, jhat it is 
not cntireW completed in4he lots of my Soul,,, as well 
as of my lionour*— Which yoUr»villainous man ! have . 
robbed me of» with a bafeuefs fo unnatural, (o inhu 
man, that, it fcems^ you, even >oi/x had not the 
h^arc to. attempt: it, . till my fenfes were made the pre- - 
vious facrifice. 

Here I. made an hefitating effort to fppak^ laying: 
down. my pen: But (he proceeded: — Hear me Out,, 
guilty wretch! — abandoned man l-^^Man did liay^ — 
Yet what name elie can li fince the mortal worry" 
iogs of the fierceU beaft would have been more natu* 
xal, .and infinitely more welcome, than what yo;i 
have a£ted by me; and ihat with a premeditation and . 
-Contrivance worthy only of that fingle heart, whicn 
iU9isr, baj€.2A well as ungrateful a& thou ar^^ feems to. 
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([ualc: wi'hin ihee. — And well may'ft ihou quakej 
Kcll may'ft thou tremble and faulicr, and hcGiate, as 
1I10U dtil>( when ihou refleileft upon what 1 have fuf- 
t'cfcd for thy dke, and upon the returns thou hift 
ifiAde (lie I 

By my Soul, Belford, ray whole frame was (haken: 
For QOi only her looks, and her aftions. but her 
Voice, To fitlcmn, was inesprciGbly afl'tifting: And 
ihtn Diy curled guilt, and her iiinocencf, and merit, 
und rank, and ftiperiority of talents, all ftared me at 
thai inllant in the f^ce fo formidably, that my prefeDt 
atxouQ', to which Uie uiiexpcftedly calttd me, feemeil, 
M i iheQ ihi>ughi, to r<:t'emble thai general one, to 
which wc are told we fhall be fummoocd, wlitn our 
ConfcieufC Jhail be our accuftr. 

But Ihc hdd had time to colIcA all ihc powers oE 
her eloquence. The whole day prob.ibly in her in- 
leileiJti. And then I was the more difappoii.tcd, as I 
had rhoughi 1 could havegazcd ihe de;ir creature into 
confiifion — Ilut it is plain, that the Ccnfc ihe has of 
hec wrongs fets t!;is matchlclii woman above all UJfet, 
.i.;i.j.;,7i;rnJulidcran(>os. 

M) deal— i\ly lovt— I— 1— I ntver— No never— 
Lips (ivmbiing, iirabs qunking, voice inwaiil, hcii- 
i.iiiog, bioken — Neser lurely did mifereant look fo 
'iki a mifirear.i ! While thus Ihe proceeded, waving 
her fuowy hand, with all the graces of muviog orai- 
loiy. 

J have no pi ide m the confofion vifible in thy whole 
peilbo. 1 have been all the d^y praying for a com- 
piifuie, if 1 could not cfcajie from this iile houle* 
that lliould once more enable me to look up to ray 
dtltiuyer with the confcioufnefa of an innocent fuf- 
Iiur., Thou feell me, fince my wrongs are beyond 
ihe power of ivo'dt to ex;refs, ihou feeft- me, calm 
tnci/gh lo wi/h, lint ihou nmy'li continue hara/Ttd by 
tiic aoikmos of thy own Confcienee, till cftta^aJ 
i.;ji::iunc: L-kt iioU t-f thtCj that h thou may'ft nui 
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ferfpit all litle to tikit mercy which thou haft noc 
fhe\iirn to the poor, creature now before thee, whof 
had fo well deferved to meet with a faithful friend*, 
where (he met with che worit of eneoiies. 

But tell me (for no doubt thou had /ome fcheme tOs 
purlue) Tell me, iince I atn a prifoner, as I fiod, in. 
the vilefl of houfes, and have not a friend to proteA' 
or fave me, what thou intended (hall become of the. 
remnant of a life noc worth' the keeping f-^Tell roe, 
if yet there are more evils ref^rved for me ; and wiie- 
ther thou had entered into a compadt with the grand, 
deceiver, in the perfon of his hoirid agent jn this 
huufe ; and if the ruin of my Soul^ that my Father's' 
curfe may be fuUiilcd, is to complete the triumphs of 
fo vile a confederacy ? — Aofwer me i-r-Say, if thou 
baft courage to fpe^k out to her whom thou haft. 
ruined, tell me what further S am to futFer from thy 
barbaric)?? 

She ftopped. here; and,, flghing, turned her fweec 
face from mc, drying up wiih^hcr handkerchief 'hofe 
tears which flic endeavoured to rcftraiii; and,, whea 
die could not, to conceal from u>y dght. 

As 1 (old thte, I had prepared myielf for high paf- 
fjons, raving, fl/mg, tearing, exc:.craiions: Thele 
ti'aniieiit violences, the workings of, fuddcn griei, . 
and ihame, and vciigcauce, would have fct us upou. 
a par wich each uihcr, and quitied fcons. Thcie 
have I been accuftomcd to*, and, as nothing violenc 
is lading, with thclc I could have widi;d to encoun- 
ter. BiiC fucn a majedic compolure — Stcking me~ 
wiioai, yet it is plain, by her attempt to get aA^ay, 
ihe would have avoided iceii»g- — No L?»cretia-Iik,': 
vengtaiice uprn hcicleif in her thought — Yet fvva.-- 
Juwcu up,, her whole mind Iwalio.vcd up, as I may 
fay, by a griet io heavy, as, in her own won s. to 
be beyond the powci ef fpccch to txprefs — and to t>c 
a>lc, dilcon;polcd as iii.: was, to the very niurn:nj,. 
t*>put fuch a home c^ i.e.: ion to iv.c, aV if Qie.had pj- 

i* 6. neir-: 
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n?tr»tfd my fuiure view — How fould I avoid looking 
lise a tool, and anfwcring, as before, in brolten fen- 
tCfifes, anil confufion ? 

What— Whai-a~What has been done— I, I, I 
^^annoi but Tjy — Muft own— Muft confefs — Hem 

.j-Jficm la not tight—Is not what ihoiild have 

l»een — Bui-a— But— Bur — 1 am truly — truly — forry 
for it — Upon my fpul 1 am — And — And — will do 
all — do every ihitig — Do what — What-evcr is in- 
cumbent upon me — all that you — that you — ih« 
you Ihall require, to make you amcDda ! 

OB;lford! Belford! Whofc [he triumph now-'— 
Hers, or Mine. 

Amends I O thou truly defpicable wretch' — ^Tbeti 
lifting up her eyes — Good Heaven! Who fhall piiy 
the creature who could fall by fo bafe a mind! — 
Tei— and ihfn ftie looked indignanily upon me — 
Yet, 1 hste ihec not (bafe and low-fouled as ihou 
srt !} half fo ffiucb. aa I hate myfelf, thai I faw thee 
not fooccr in ihy proper colours I — That I hoped 
cither Morality, Giatiiude, or Humanity, from a 
Libu-'in", vho. lo he a Libcriine, muft have got 
over and de£ed all moral (anAions {a). 

She then cjllcd upon her coulin Morden's name, 
as if he had warned her agatnll a man of free prin- 
»:ip'es;.and walked towatds the window ;. her h^nd- 
kei^chicf at her tyes : Cot, turning flion towards me, . 
with an air ef mingled fcorn and majelly — {What, at. 
tki moment, waiM J kavf given never to ha-ue injured 
hr.'2 What amends haft ticu to propole ! — What 
amends can fuch a one as Thou make to a perfon of 
fpiric, or common fenfc, (or the evils, thou had fo 
iohiinianly m,)de me lutler i 

As foon, Madani — As foon— as — As fooo as your 
Uncle — or — not waiiing — 

Thou woulilft lell ivc, I fupp' it — I know whai 

;«) Uir cffiB Mtr 'tn'-' tvirdi le ler in hit '. tiler from Itirmv- 
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thou wooldeft teH me — But thinkeft thou, that Maf* 
riage mil fatiifi for a guilt iiki thine f Deftitiite at 
thou haft made me both of friends aiid fortune, I too 
much defpife the wretch, viho could rob himfel/ofUs 
'wife's virtue^ to endure the thoughts of thee, in the 
light thou feemeft to hope I will accept thee in !-— 

I hefitated an interruption: But my meaning died 
away upon my trembling lips. I could oiily pronounce 
the word Marriage-^AnA xhiii fhe proceeded : 

Let me therefore ktiow, whether I am to be con*^ 
trouled in the future difpofal of myfelf \ Whether, in 
a Country of Liberty, as tUs^ where the Souoreign 
of it muft not be guilty of your wtckednefsy and where 
you neither durft have a^ttemped it^ had I one friend 
or relation to look upon me } I am to be kept here a 
prifoner, to fuftain frelh Injuries? Whethert in a. 
word, yon intend to hinder me from going whither - 
my deftiny Diall lead me ? 

After a paufe ; for I was ftill filent ; 
Can you not anfwer me this plain queftiop ?— If 
^uit all clairo^ aU ezpeAation, upon you — What right 
have you to detain me here ? 

I could not fpeak. What could I fay to fuch a 
queftion ? 

O wretch ! wringing her upliited hands^ had I ' 
sot been robbed of my fenfcs, and that in the ^/i^' 
manner-^You heft know how-*-Had I been able to^ 
account for myfelf, and your proceedings, or to have 
l^nown but how the days pafied \ a whole week fliould 
DOC have gone over my head, as I find it has done,, 
before I had told you, what I now tell joM-^That 
ike man luto has befn the viUain to me you have been, 
Jhall never make me his wfi^ — I will write to my 
Uncle to lay afide his kind iotentions in my favotc: 
—-All my prorpeAs are ibut in — I give myfelf up for 
a loft creature as, to this world-^Hindcr me not from 
cntcriog upon a life of fevcre penitence, for corre- 
fyonding, after prohibtion^ with a. wretch who has 
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100 wdi iuOitied M iher waruingsaad invcceriicy ; 
and for itirowing mylcK inio 'lie puwei of yonr vile 
artilicci- Let me ny to iceurc tlic only hoi^e I h,i»e 
left. Tliig is all ibe amends I ^llc of you. I repeat, 
therefore, am Inaisr at Liberty to difpufe ofmyfetf as 
Iplcafc; 

Now comei the fool, rhe mircreaat again, heG- 
Uling hi> biukcD aalVer : My dearcft Love, I am 
confo:indcil, quite coiifoimcled, at the thought of 
what— of what hat bceo dune i and ac the thought 
of — To vbom. I fer» 1 fee, there ii no wiibdand- 
ing your cluquence ' — Such hieliJlible projfs of the 
Love of Virtue /or ill ov,n/aie — did I oevcr bear of, 
nor meet wt'h, ia all my leading. And if you ua 
forgive a i-cpeaiant vilhin, who thus on his koets 
implores your fbrgivencfi [Then down I drupr, atj- 
t'ulutelyin earoeft in all L laid J J vuw by all that's 
Sacred and Jufl (and may a ihundcrbolt llrike rue 
dead at your fcei, if ! am not finceci;!) that 1 will 
by Marriage, before lo-aiorraw nuon, wiihouc wait- 
ing for your Uncle, or aiiy-body, do you ail ihe, 
jultice I now ci/j do you. And you ih^ill ewer aft ;;r 
control and direct mc a$ you plealu, liil yuu have 
made me more worihy of your angelic puruy, u»<io 
now I am: Nor wjll l prefume fo m^ch as to touch 
your garment, lill I have the honour to call fo great, 
abltlliag lawfully mine. 

O thou guileful betrayer! There is a juA CoJ, 
whom Ihou invokcil ; Yet the Umiideibolt defccnds 
D0[ ; and ihou livelt to imprecate 4nd deceive.. 

My dcareit Life! riling j for 1 bupcd the was re- 
lenting— 

Hadll ihou not finned beyond the /(j^M/^ji ^yor- 
gi^enefi, intetruptcd ibe;, and ihis had been the liiit 
time that thus then: I'oteianly promif^fl and invokcit 
(he vengeance thou lult as of'ii^n defied i, the del'pc- 
ratcnels of my condiiiju lui^ti: hjvc inauccd mc 10 
think of taking a wretched chuoce uiiii a mm fo. 
prohi^ate.. 
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proflrgate. But, after 'what 1 have fuffered by thee^ 
it would be criminal xn me to wi(h to bind my Soui' 
in covenant to a man fo nearly allied to perdition. 

Good God! — how uncharitable! — I offer not to 
defend — Would to Heaven that I could recal — ^j 
nearly allied to perdition^ Madam! — So profligate a 
man. Madam 1^ 

how fhort is expreflion of thy crimes^ and of my 
fufterings I — Such premeditation in thy bafeoefs I— » 
To proftitute the charaAers of perfons of honour of 
thy own family — And all to delude a poor creature 
whom thou ougbteft — But why talk I to thee \ — Be 
thy crimes upon thy head \ — Once more I aik theet 
Am I, or am I not, at my own liberty mv)? 

1 offered to fpealc in defence of the women* decia-* 
ring that they really were the very perfons 

Prefume nor, interupted [he> bafe as thou art, to 
fay one word in thine own vindication on this head* 
I have been contemplating their behaviour, their con- 
verfation, their over-ready acquiefcencies to my de^ 
clarations, in thy disfavour \ their free, yet affedledly 
referved light manners : And now, that the fad event 
has opened my eyes, and I have compared fa£ts and 
pafTages together, in the little interval that has been' 
lent me, I wonder I could not diftinguiil) the beha- 
viour of the uomatron-like jilt whom thou broughteO: 
to betray me, from the wonhy Lady whom thou halt 
the honour to call thy Aunt: And that I. could not 
deted the fuperficial creature^ whom thou palledjQ: 
upon me for the viituous Mifs Montague. 

Amazing uncharitablenefs in a Lady fo good her- 
felf! — That the high i'piriis ihofe Ladies were in cp 
iccyou^ fhould fubjedl them to fuch ccnfures I — I di> 
moft folemnly vow^ Madam— 

That they were, interrupting me, verify, and in- 
dead Lady Betty Lawrance, and thy couiin Monta- 
gue ! — O wretch ! I fee by thy folemn averment [/ 
had not yet averred itj what credit ought to be givcij 
io ali the reft. Had I no other goot 



■ tvtr been mj eaeaxf : Marc fo t^m^ no < 

■ from the conteaii of the Letter (he bid writ 

* her 00 her firft cooiiag to Hamftcad : That I 

■ not to ftind the event of fucb a Lcrter ; at 

■ glad of ao op[>oRui)ity, bj Lady Betty's ai 
*- Gpufia*! 'meant (rho'thy knew not my mot 
' get her back to town ( frir, at the fiffH, from { 
' ing the outrage which my defpair, and her n 

* confidence io me, put me lb vilely upon.'^ 
I. would, have proceeded; and particuarl/ 

have faid fomeihiBg of Captain Tomlinrdn ai 
Uncle i but the would not hear me further, 
indeed it wai with vifible iodigaation, and not 
out fevcral angry iotcrruptioas, that fhc hei 
fay fo much, 

Would I. dare, (he afked me,, to ofEer at a 
dOD of my.bafcnefif The two womea, ftie wa 
vioced, were imponor;. She koewoot but C 
Tontliofon, aad Mr. Mconcll, were fo too. 
whether tAry were fo or not, / was. And the i\ 
apoo being at her own difpofal for the remain 
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Andoow, Jack, I muft addrefs one ferious para- 
graph particulariy to th^e. r 

I have not yet touched upon Cohabitation— Her 
Uncle's meditation (he does not abfolutely difcredir, 
as I had the pleafure to find by one hint in this con« 
verfation^-Tet Ihe fufpcAs my future views, and has 
doubt about Mennell and Tomlinfon. 

I do fay» If ihe come fair /y at her Hgktty at her 
clues, or what ihall I call them ? her penetration is 
nuonderfiil* 

But if ihe do not come at them fairly, then is her 
incredulity, thin is her antipathy to mr^ evidently 
aecouDced for. 

• I will fpeak« out«— Thou couldft not, forely, piay 
me 4iooty, Jack ?-^Surely thou couldft not let th^ 
weak f ky for A#r lead thee tor an impardooable.'bfeach 
o€ truQ to4hy /rinK^y- who hat been lb ^oreferved ia 
his communicattons toihse?' 

I cannot believe thee capable ^of fuch a bafenefs. 
Satisfy 'me, however, upon thishead. I mfuft mike 
1 corfed figure in her eye, -vowing and protefiing, as 
] fhall not fcrupleoccafiooaliyto vow and proteA, if 
ah 'the time (b6 hat^hadjunquefiiooable Informations 
of my perfidy. I know thou as little feareft' me, as 
1 do thee, ih any pdin^of -ntanhodd}' and wilt feorn 
to deny it, if' ihoyx 'baft- dokie it, wheo thus' hoibef 
prefled* 

And here I have a good mind to fiop, and Write 
oofanhe^, till I have thy anfwer. 

And fo I will. : ^ 

Monday MomJpaft three. 

L E T T E R XXXIX. 

Mr. LovELacs, Tb John Belford, Efq ; 

. !^ Monday Mom. 5 o'cUck {Juno i^) 
^ Muft write on* Nothing elfe can divert me : And 
^ I think thou caoft not have been^ a do^ ta tsA. 
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I would fam hike clofcd <ny eyes : But Sleep fliu 1 
oc. WtUfay* /isryw, as iraiifl*ied bj (^sw/ifyi 

Tbe ha/cy-,iSif.,-p will never buiU hli nefl 
-/» am Jlirnnj hreajl. 
^^B *7is nai enof'gh, that ht daesjind 
^^T ' C\a\iAi and bjricnels tn the mind .■ 
^P" Darkncli hut h«}/ hii tK^rk -wiU do. 

*Tis mt tnoii^b . /^c muflfnd Qiiitt lio. 

Kotr indeed do I fiom mj' heart «i(h ihai 1 had 
■Mvfc koonn (hit Ltdy. But who would bite 
ihcuGhi (here had heca fucb a nomaa In the worfd/ 
Of all the Sex 1 have biih'rto known, or heard, ot 
reid of, it wxs nKct fuJifutd, and at-uiays /ubdiiti- 
The fi//i ftrtipglc wai gettcrally the /j/? ; or, at Itiii, 
rhe fubCntuciii rirnggki were Co much fainter aod 
fainter, ihoi a niin would rather hav£ ihem, than be 
witboui ihcm. iJut how koo* 1 yet — 

It ii now ne»r Six — The Sun for two bonrs pall 
linabeen illuininaring cTtry-ihing about me ; For tbat 
iDipariial orb fliincs upon mother SincUir's h^ule, ts 
vieW i$ upon jujr other: Bat uoihio^ within o\s aa 
it illuminate. 

At day-dawa I looked thto" the tey-hole- of mf 
Beloved's door. She had declared fiie Would not put 
off her tl<nhc! any mOre in ibij houfe- There I be- 
held ber in a fweei ilumber, which I hope will pro*e 
rcfrelhing to her difturbed.fearei-,^filiing,in !iereU)OW- 
chair, her apron over her head; her head fQpponed by 
one fweet hand, the other hand hanging dfy^n upon 
her fide, in a (lecpy hfeltfrncfs ; half of one pretty . 
foot only vHible. - ■ 

See the difference in our cafes, thought 1 1 She. 
ibe charming injuicd, can fwectly fleep, whire the 
varlet-injuret cannot clofe his eyes; and bas been try 
ing tq uo purpofe the whole itighi to direct bii ms . 
laocboj/^ aad.to fly from bimfelt I , 
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As every vice generally brings on its own punidi- 
xnent, even in this life ; if anj-thing were to tennpt 
me to doubt of futwe punifhment, it would be, that 
there can hardly be a greater than that which I at 
this inHant experience in my own rcmorfe. 

I hope it will go ,off. — If not, well will the dear 
creature be avenged % for I (hall be the mod miferable 
of men. 

Six o'clock. 

Just now Dorcas tells me, that her Lady is pre* 
paring openly,, and without diiguife, to be gone. 
Very probable. The humour fhe flew away from me 
in laft night, has given me expectation of fuch an 
cnterprize. 

Now, Jack, to be thus hated, and defpifed !-i^ 
'And if I have finned beyond forgivenefs-— » 

BiTT (he has fent roe a meflage by Dorcas, that 
(he will meet me in the dining-room; and deflres 
X.Odd enough I] that the wench may be prefent at the 
convcrfation that (hail pafs between us. This meiTage 
gives me hope. 

Nine o\lock. 

Confounded Art, Cunning, Villainy!— By mjr 
Soul^ (he had like to have flipt thro' my fingers. 
She meant nothing by her melTage but to get Dorcas 
out of the way, and a clear coaft. Is a fanhed dil^rcfs 
fiifficient to juftify this Lady for difpenfing with her 
principles? Does (he not fhew me, ihat ihe can wil- 
fully deceive, as well as I ? 

fiad fhe be^ io the fore-houfe, and no paflTage to 
go thro' to get at the flreet door, Hie had certainly 
been gone. But her haite betrayed her. For Sally 
Martin happening to be in the fore-parlour, and 
hearing a fwifier motion than ufual, and a ruAling of 
£lks, as if from fomebody in a hurry, looked out ; 
and feeing who it was, itept between her and the 
door, and fct h^r back againft it. 
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You muCl DOt go, Madzm. Indeed 7011 moft not. 
By whai righi ? — And how dare you ? — And fuch- 
ilcc imperious airs the dear creaiurc gave hecftlf.— 
While Sally called out for her Audi ; and h^ilf a 
lozen roices joined infttntly in ibe cry, for me to 
tancQ down, to haOen down, in a moment. 

I was gravely ioftru^ing Dorcas above -(lairs, and 
wondering whai would be the fubjedt of the confer- 
fation 10 which the wench was lo be a witDeTs, when 
ibcre outcries reached my ears. And dawn I flew. 
—And (here was the charming creature, ihc f«ei 
Receiver, panting for breaih, h«r back againl) ibt 
partition, a parcel in her han^ [Women iu?kc no 
cxcutGons wiihcui ibcir parcels] Sally, Polly (tau 
Polly obligiogly pleading for her) the Mother, Ma* 
belli and Peter (the footman of thehoufe) about her; 
iJl, however, keeping their diAancc i the Moihcr and 
Sally between her and the door — In her foft rage th* 
dear Soul repeating, I ■uiUI go — Nobody ha» a right 
—I ivill go ! If you kill me, womcn^ 1 won't go up 
again I 

As foon as Die faw me, ihe Hept a pace or two 
towardi me ; Mr. Lovelace, / ivHl go ! faid the— 
-Do yoQ authorize thefe wotiKHr— What right haic 
they, or ^ou cither, lo ftop me i 

Ii this, my dear, preparative to the coDverlaiioii 
you led me to expcA in the Diniog-rooiD i And do 
you tbiokl can part with you thus X — Do you think 
I will. 

Aod am I, Sir, to be thus berciP — Surrounded 
thus I— What have thefd women to d<^with me i 

I defired them to leave us, all but Dorcas, who 
was down as foou as I. I then thought it right to 
aSiime an air of refoluttoo, having found my taroenefs 
fo greatly triumphed over. And now, my dear, fatd 
I (urging her reluctant feet) be pleafed to walk into 
the fore-patlour. Here, liace you will not go up 
ilairs; here, nc may btild cur ^aiUy ; aod Dorcas be 
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witnefs tof^ x/.— -Acid now, Madam^ feating her^ and 
ftickiog tsKj handsin my fides, jrour pleafure I 

Infolont Villain ! iaid cho furious Lady. Aod, rifiog^ 
ran to the ^window, and threw up the Safli [She 
knew not, libppofci that there were iron rails before 
the windows'). And, when (he found (he could not 
£et out into the ftreet, claiping her uplifted hands 
together, having dropt her parcel— *For the Love of 
God, good honcft man !— For the Love of God» 
miftiisrs— -[to two paflcrs-byj a poor, a poor creature, 

iaid (he. ruined I 

I ckifped her in my arms, people beginning to gather 
about the window : And then (he cried out, Murder I 
Help! helpl — And carried her up to the Dining* 
room, in fpite of her' little plotting heart (as I may 
now call it) altho' (he- violently ilruggled, catching 
hold of the bani(ters here and there, as (he could. I 
wouki have feated her there ; but (he funk down lialf- 
mdtionlefs, pale as a(hes. And a violent burft of 
tears happily relieved her. 

Dorcas wept over her. The wench was aAually 
moved for her I 

' Violent hyfterics fucceeded. I left her to Mabell, 
Dorcas, and Polly ; the latter the moft fupportable to 
her of the SiAerhood. •- 

This attempt, fo refolutely made, alarmed me not 
a little. 

Mrs. Sinclair, and her Nymphs> are much more 
concerned ; becaufe of the reputation of their houfe^ 
as they call it, having received fome infuUs (broked 
windows threatened) to mike them produce the 
young creature who cried out. 

While the mobbi(h inquifitors were in the height 
of their office, the women came running up to me, 
to know what they (hou)d do; a Conftable being 
aAually fetched. 

Get the Conftable into the parlour, faid I, with 
Arec or four of the forwardeft of the mob« and ^ro- 
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doccone of the Nvmplii, onion-ey«d, in aTnome[it,< 
wiih diroi'dcrcd hcad-drefs and handkerchief, and let 
her own herfelf the pctron: The occaBon, a female 
fkirmilh; but ratisfied with ihe juflicc daae her. 
Then give a dram or two 10 each fellow, and all jriH 
be well. 

Eleven o'clock. 
All done, as I advifcd ; and all is well. 
Mrs. Sinclair wilhes (he had ncccr fcen the face of 
To fkillifh a Lady; and ihe and Sally are extremely 
prefliog wiih me, to leave 'he perverfc Beauty lo tbeir 
hreak'mg, as ihey call ir, for four or five days. But 
I'curfed them into filence: only ordering double ^te- 
cauibn for the future. 

Polly, tho' flic confoled the dear perverfe one all 
Jhe could, when vj'tth lar, inCIs upon it to me, tbai 
nothing but terror will procure tne tolerable ufage, 

Dorcas was challenged by the women upon her 
tears. She owned thetu real. Said, She was alhamed 
of herfelf i but could not help it. So (incere, fo un- 
yielding a grief, in (o/iveet a l.ady ! 

The women laughed at her: But I bid her make 
no apologies for her tears, nor mind their laughing. 
I was glad to lee ihem/o rtady. Good ufe might be 
mide of fuch ftrangers In fhort, I would have her 
indulge them ofcen, and try if it were not poflibte to 
gain her Lady's confidence by her concern for her. 

She faid, That her Lady did take kind notice of 
them (o her; and was glad to fee fuch tokens of hiu 
manity in her. 

Well then, faid I, your part, whether any-ihiog 
come of it or not, is to be tender-hearted. It can do 
1^0 harm, if no good. But take care f ou are oot no 
Juddenly, or toa officioujly compafiionnte. 

So Dorcas will be a humane good fort of creature, 
1 believe, very quickly with her Lady. And as it be- 
comes women to be fo, and as my Beloved is willing 
10 think highly of her own Scx; it vyill ihc more 
«.■"'■' '"■ with her. I 
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I thought to have had one trial (having gone fo far) 
for Cohabitation. But what hope can there be of 
fucceeding? — She is invincible! — /4gainft all my no* 
tionSf agamfl ail my conceptions (thinking of her as a 
woman, and io the very bloom of her charms) Jbe is 
ahfolutely invincible. My whole view, at the prefenr, 
18 to do her legal juflice, if I can but once more get 
her out of her altitudes. 

The Conjent of fuch a woman muft make her ever 
newy ever charming. But aftonifhing! Can the want 
of a Church Ceremony make fuch a diffeience. 

She oxc;^/ me her confent ; for hitherto I have had 
nothing to boaft of. All, of my fide, has been deep 
remorfe^ anguijh of mind, and Love encreafed rather than 
abated. 

How her proud Reje£lion ftings liie! — And yet I 
hope Oill to get her to liften to my Stories of the Fa- 
mily-reconciliation, and of her Uncle and Capt. Tom- 
linfon. — And as fhe has given me a pretence to detaia 
her againfl her will, fhe muft fee me, whether in temper 
or not — She cannot help it. And if Love will not 
doj Terror, as the women advife, muft be tried. 

A nice part, after all, has my Beloved to aA. If 
file forgive me eafily, I refume perhaps my projects : 
-^If (he carry her rejeftion into violence, that violence 
may make me defperate, and occafion fre(h violence. 
She ought, fince fhe thinks (he has found the women 
out, to confider ivherejhe is. 

I am confoundedly out of conceit with myfelf. If 
I give up my contrivances, my joy in ftratagem, and 
ptot, and invention, I ihall be but a common man : 
Such another dull heavy creature as thyfelf. Yet what 
does even my fuccefs in my machinations bring me^ 
but regret, difgrace, repentance ? But I am over- 
matched^ egregiouily overmatched, by this woman. 
What to do with her, or without her, I know not. 

LET- 
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LETTER XL. 

Mr. LovKLACE, To John Bhlford, £ 

IHa»e this moment intelligence from Simi 
foni, one of Lord M.'s (towards, that bis L 
is »ery ill. Simon, who is my obfetjuious fer 
virtue of my prefumpiivc hcirOiip, gives me a 
his Lciter, ihai my prefeocc ai M. Hall will 
amifs. So, I muft accelerate, whatever be thi 
I OiaII be allowed or compelUd lo labe. 

No b^d profpefts for ibis charming creature 
old Peer would be fo kind as to furreoder; an 
t fummons has his gout gi*cn him. A good 
«-ycar, and perhaps the Tiilc Reverflooary, 
higher, would help me up with her. 

Proudly as ihis Lady pretends 10 be above a! 
grandeur will have its charms with her"; for gi 
always makes a man's face (hine in a womaj 
I have a prctiy good, becaufs a cIcjf, EAat 
i?. But what a noble variety of irjifthief will 
K-year eoable a man to do? 

Perhaps thou'lt fay, I do already all that 
into my head : But that's a miftake — Not 01 
I will affurc ihe^ And even good folki, as 
heard, love to have the power of doing m 
whether they make vfecf it, or r.ot. The late 
Anne, who was a very good woman, was 
fond of pnrogative. And her Minillers, in her 
in more infl^nces than one, made a mimjieriai 
this her foible. 

But now, at laft. am 1 to be admitted 
preleilce of my angry Fair-one : After ihrce < 
nevenheiefs; anH ifertmptory from me, by I 
that 1 muft fee her in her chamber, if I can 
her in the dining room. 

Dortas, however, tells me, that (he fays, 
were at her own liberty, the would never 
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snore; aod that- (he had been afking after the tharac- 
Icrs and conditions of the neighbours. I fuppofe, 
«x>w (he has found her voice^ to call out for help 
^m them, if there W'ere any to hear her. 

She will have it now, it feems, that I had the wick* 
ednefs from the very beginning, to contrive for her 
'T910 a houFe fo convenient for dreadful mifthief. 

Dorcas begs of her to be pacified — Eqtr^sats her to 
Toe me with p^ience-^Tells her that I am' Cne of the 
-fDoft> det^mined of men* ais ihe has heard. fay —That 

Sntlenefs may 'do with ine ; but that nothing elfe will^ 
e believes. And what, as her Ladyfliip (as (he al^ 
^■ays ftyles her) is married, if I had broken my oath^ 
Qc tniefid£d to break it ! 

She hinted plain enough to the honeft wench, tliat 
^(be was not marrled.*^But Dorcas would not under- 
'ft^nd her. 

This (hews, that (he is refolved to keep no met- 
Tures^ And. now is to be a trial of (kill, whether (he 
Hull or not. 

Dorciishas hinged to htr my Lord's illnefs, as a piece 
Oi intelligence tliac dropt in converfation from me* 

But here I- Hop. My Beloved, purfuant co tnf 
peremptory me(rage, is juft gone up into the dining* 
TOOtn. 

LETTER XLL 

Air, Lovelace, To John Brlford, E^; 

Aionday Afternoon* 

P;ITY me, Jack, for pity's f-ike; ifince, if thow 
doft not, nobody ehe will: And yet never was 
there a man of my genius and lively temper that 
wanted it more. We are apt to attribute to the Devil 
«very*thing that happens to us, which we WQuld not 
have happen: But here, being (as perhaps thou'k 
fay) the Devil myfelf, my plagues arii'c from an An- 
gel. I Tuppofe all mankind is to be plagued by its 
Gohtrary* 

Vol. V; Q^ ^\kR. 
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She began wirh me like a irue woman ^She in the 
fault* i to be blamed] tbe moment I entered tbe 
dining-room :-<->-Not the leaft ipologj, not the leaft 
excuie, for the uproar fhe had inadej and the tronble 
file had given me. 

I come» faid ihe, into thy detefted prefence, becaufc 
I cannot help it. But why am I to be imprifoned beref 
-— Akho' to no purpofe^ I cannot help— 

Deareft Madam, imerruptedl, give not way fo lb 
much violence. Tou muft know, that your deten- 
tion is entirely owing to the defire I have to make 
you all the amends that is in my power to make jou. 
And This, as well for your fake as my aufn^^^Surdif 
there is ftill oni way left to repair the wrongs yoa' 
have fuffcred 

Canft thou blot out the paft week 1 — Several wecb 
paft, I (hould fay; ever fince I have been wich thee? 
Canft thou call time back ? — If thou canft 

Surely, Madam, again jnterruptmg her. If I may 
be permitted to call you kgally mine, I might have 
tut anticip ■ 

Wretch, that thou art t Say not another word upot 
this fubjeft. When thou vowcdft, when thou pro* 
mifedil at Hamftcad, I had begun to think that I muft 
be thine. If I had confented, at the requeft of thofe 
I thought thy relations, this would have been a prin* 
cipal inducement, That I could then have brought 
thee, what was moft wanted, an unfuUied honour ia 
dowry* toa wretch deftltute of all honour; and could 
have met the gratulations of a family to which thy 
life has been one continued difgrace, with a confci- 
oufnefs of dej$rving their gratulations. But thinkeft 
thou, that I will give a Harlot-niece to thy honour- 
able unde, and to thy real Aunts; and a Coufin to 
thy Coufins from a Brothel I For fucb» in my opi- 
nion, is this detefted houfe ! — Then, Jifdng up her 
clafped hand« * Great and good God of HeaveUt 
< faid ihe, give me patience to fupport myfelf under 
' the wtaghi of ihQ& 9SBii{&;^i&> ^\Adak ThoUt for 
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* wife and good end?, tho^ at prefent impenetrable 
« i>y me, liaft peitokted !' 

Tbeii, turning towards me, ^bb knew neither 
what to fay to ber, nor for myfclf, 1 renotince thee 
for ever, Lovelace !— Abhorred of my Soul 1 for ercr 
I Tcnounec tbcel--^ek thy fortunes wherefoevec 
thou wilt !^*Oply now, tiiat thou haft already ruined 
me ^ 

Ruined you, Madam«-^Tfae world need not — I 
knew not what to fay. 

Ruined n>e in myvivn eyes ; au<3f that is the fame to 
me, as if ail the ivor id knew ic — Hinder me not hoisx 
going whither my myfterious defttnyfhall lead m«. 

Why hefifatc you, Sir ? What right have you to 
ilop me, as you lately <lid ; and to bring me up by 
force, nyy hands and armsbrulfed with yotjr vtoience ! 
What right have you to detain me herei 

J am cut to the hearty Madam, whh inveAives fo 
violent. . 1 am but too fenfible of the wrong I hav«. 
"done you, or i could not kear your reproaches. The 
xpaD' who perpetrates « villainy^ and refolves to go on 
with it, Oiews not the compunAion I Aew. Yet, 
if you fhinl^ youTfcIf in »my power, I would caution 
you. Madam, not to make me defperate. For you 
/baii be^ine, or uxy life ihall be the foifeit! Nor i« 
life worth having without you-!«»— -> 

Be Hsinel — I be ti?ine^ — faid the paflionate Beauty. 
O how lovely in her violence f— ^ 

Yes, Madam, Be mine! — I repeat. You Jlkili be . 
mice 1— My very crime is your glory. My Love, 
my i^dmiration of you is encreafed by what has pafled : 
jtTid Jo it wght^ 1 am willing. Madam, to court 
your Tcturning favour: But let me tdl you, were 
the hpufe befet t)y a thoufaod armed men, rtfolved 
to take you irom me, they fliould not cffeA their 
purpofo, while I b«d life. 

^I ne'ter, never will be yours, faid (he, clarpingher 
hands togeiheri aud lifting up lui c^^^I^^Ii^lC^^xni^^ 
)c jovn i Qljz, ^^ 
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'We may yet fee many happy years. Madam- All 
your friends may be reconciled to you. TbQ treaiy 
for that purpofe is in greater forwardncGi. than jou 
imagine. You- know ^eti^r than to think the vH>rfi.' 
of yourfelF for fufiering what you cauU not Mfi^ En* 
join but terms I can make my< peace with yqa 
upon, and I will inftantly comply. 

Never, never, repeated flic, will I be yours ! 

Only forgive me, my deareft life, this.tfft^timel 
A virtue fo invincible ! what further view, can Ihftvt 
againft you ? — Have I attempted any furtber outrage? 
— -If yoti will be mine, your injuries wiU be injuries 
done to myfelf. You have too well gueficd at the 
unnatural Arts that have been ufed. — But can a 
greater teftimony be given of your Virtue ?— And 
tiow I have only to hope, that altho' I cannot. Qiake 
you complete amends, yet you will pernxit cic to maike 
you all the amends that can poflibly be made. 

Hear me out, I befeech you, Madam ^ for (he was 
going to fpeak with an afped unpaci£edly angry: 
The God, whom you fervc, requires bur repentance 
and amendment. Imitate Hm, my deare(l Love, 
and Weft me with the means of reforming a courfeof 
life, that begins to be hateful to me. That was wee 
your favourite point. Refume it, dearqi^ creature: 
In charity to a Soul, as well as Body^ which oiice, as 
1 flattered myfelf, was more than inditfercnt to you, 
refume it. And let to-morrrow's Sun witn^s to our 
c(]3oufals. 

/ cannot judge thee, faid fhe; but the God. to 
whom thou fo boldly refcrreft, can; and aillire thy- 
felf He will. But, if compundtion has rea//jr taken 
hold of thee J if indeed thou art touched for ihy un- 
grateful bafcnefs, and meancft any-thing by pleading 
the holy Example thou recommeodeil to my imiia- 
f ion ; in this thy pr^iendcd tt^\\x.wi\. m<^mcnt« let 
me lift thee thorougli\7 •, «^^^ ^^ ^^\ ^t&^«L\ ^Cto:^ 
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Tell mc then, Is there any reaHcy in the treaty th Jii 

.baft pretended to be on foot between my Uncle an I 
Captain Tomlinfon, and thyfelf ?^-Say, and hefitate 

:ii6t, is there any truth in that Story.' — But, remem* 

•ber, if there be notf and thou at oweft that there is, 
ivhat further condemnation attends thy aTerment, if 
it be as folemn as I require it to be ! 

This was a curfed thruO. ' What could I fay ?— 
Surely this merciiefs Lady is refoWed to damn me» 
thought I, and yet accuics me of a defign againft her 
Soul! — But was I not. obliged to proceed as I had< 

'beguo i 

In ftioft, I folemnly averredythat there wasl^ 
How onfe crime>. as the godd folks fay^ brings oa' 

iWother 1 

ladded, That the Captain* had been in town, and 
wouia have waited on htr, bad (he not^been indiF* 
pofed: T<faat he went down much nffiiAed, as well 
on licr account, as on that of her Uncle ; tho' I had 
not acquainted him either with the nature of her dif- 
orderi or the ever-to-be rcgreied occafion of it;., 
having told him, tbat it was a viglenc fever: That 
lie had twice fince* by Jier Uncle's dtfire^ fent up to 
inquire after her heaUb : And -that Lhad already d4f- 

^patched a mttn and horfe with a Letter^ to acquaint 
him (and her Uncle thro* him) with her recovery ;,; 

'.making it- my earneft requeft» that he would renew 
his application to her Unde for the favour of his prt« 
icnce at the private celebration of .our Nutptials ; . and 
thatlezpedted an anfwer, if not this night, as to- 
idbrrow* . 

Let me ai)c thee next, faid fhe (Thou knoweft the 
opinion I have of the women thou brou'ghteft to m& . 
»t Hamftjcad v and who have feduced me hither to my 
Tutn; Ltt me afk thee) If, r/a/Zy and /rsf/y, they were. 
Lady Betty Lawrance and thy Coufin Montague ?-^ 
What fayeft thou— Hefitate not— What faycft thou 
no. this qucftion^ - 
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Let mcy my dearcA Love, be enabled 
to call j^ou lawfully ixiioc^ and we will 
next day, if you pleafe, to Berkihire, t< 
M's, where they both are ai this time^ am 
cooyince yourlclf by your owo* eyes, ar 
own ears;, which you will believe foonci 
can fay or fw<ar.. 

Now^ Belfordy I had reaUyfome apprc 
treachery from thee; which, made me fc 
et adc y for elfir, I could as- fafiely have fi 
truih of ihisy. as to^that of the former: Bu 
iing me fiill for a categorical anfwer, 
plumb; and. fw^rc to.it ^Lovers Ctaths^ J 
ibey were really and. truly Lady Betty Lav 
my Coufin Montague. 

She; lifted up her hands and. eyes-— \ 
. think i— What can I think 1 — 

You think me a devil, Madam;, a very 
you could, not, after you have pat thefie o 
me, feem to doubt the. truth o£ anfwers i\ 

Ita/nrn tr\ 
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of you before they fee out for Berkfiitre : But ths 
•ffefts of my ungrateful crime (fuch, with fhame an<2 
9cmorfe» Iowa it to be) were the reafbo you cou^d 
jtoi fee them. Nor could I be fond that they (houli 
iee you : Since they neiKr would have forgiven me^ 
had they known what had pafled-^And what reafun 
kad I to expert your filence oa the fubjeA^ had yoa 
been recovered? 

It fignifies nothing now,^ that the cau(e of their ap- 
pearance has been anfwered in my ruin, tvh or wbai 
they are : Bat if thou ha^ averred tEus^ folemnly to 
two falfeboods, what a wretch do 1 fire before me! 

I thought fhe had aow rcafoo to be fati»fied y and I 
begged her to allow me-to talk to her of to-morrow, 
at of the happieft day of my life. We have the Li- 
cence^ Mad^m>— And you m^ ezcufe me^ that I can- 
not let you go hence till I have tried every way I can^ 
trjf to obtain your IbrgivenefSk 

And am I then [with a kind o£ frantic wildnefs] to* 
he detained a prifones in thi» horrid houfe ? Am !». 
Sir ? — ^Take care I Take care I holding tip her hand; 
menacing} how you make me defperate f If I fall, 
tho* by my own band>. inqpifition will be made fov 
Biy blood : And be not out iathy plor^ LovelacCf. if 
it /h§uid be fo — Make fnre work, I charge thee : Dig 
^ hole deep enough to. cram in and conceal this un- 
Jbappy body : For» depend upon it, that fome of thofe, 
who will not ftir tQ proteA me livings will move Hea-- 
ven and Earth to avenge me dead i 

A horrid dear cr^atusel — ^Bymy Soul, (he mado 
me ihndder! She had need indeed to talk of btr un j 
happinefs in falling into the bands o£ the only man ia 
the world, w)io could have ufed her, as I. have ufed 
her— She is the only nuoman in the world who could 
kave (hocked and difturbed me, as fhe has done.^j 
So we are upon a foot in titat refpeA^. And I think 
I have the luorft of it by much : Since very little has. 
keen my joy j very much my trouble ; And her pui^ 

0^4 \)^&xs&»^^ 
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ftilhmeat. i« Ibe calls it, b ever ; Bot when i 
will, vr what ii tmy if, who en <cll f 

Here, only retipitulating (ihink, ihcn, how I it, 
be aflifted at ihc lintc) 1 was forced lo leave t 
*nd Gng » long lo myleif. I aimed ai a lively a 
bat I crnakcd rather than Tung. And fell iaro il 
eld diCmEil Thir(i(.th vf Jantury Drain : I hcmnt 
up foi a fpriglidier noie ; bui it would not do : An. 
»t laA I ended, like a malefwflor, m a dead-jifxlm 

High-ho '■ — I gape like an unfleilged kito in i« 
nefl, wantinj; to fwalloft a thicken, bobbed si ill 
luoiiiU by io mu-auding dim !— 

Whai a devil aiU dk:)— I cm neuhcr ibiuk Bit 
»rJte ! 
- 'ifit dowiv pen, i»t awomect t — ■ . 

*" LETTER XLH. 

Jffr. LoTELaCE, 7i> John BELPOitB, Ej^i 

•THRRE is ceT(BinV? a-good deal in tite obftrr*. 
* tio3, 7/>»t it c^ffs « -trrtn few tVfifl mcrt fahu ft 
to loiiifi/,, fihan it Twwtf */? iim to fe J»rf. Wfe« 
a ccmrouadcd nnviber of coMirvanen fiave i h«d n- 
eourfeio, in order locBrrynif point with tfc*s -charm- 
ic^ creature ; ta^, tfier ft]], how bare I ^tnctcA 
siy4«lf byki a«d yet i»m nvtr tmaiXia^ kitD ifac.pft 
Mitch vt wai the end «f til nty plots va Ihvn 1 WfaaC 
3 happy man had % %een with fuch an eKcvn«ncci 
could I haw brou^t my mtad loindriy when I firft 
prevailed apon her <o quit Ker Fitthn's heuief 'Bnt 
2/vt, as 1 have often vitttScd, bow bad I ka9wn, rliat 
a but blodbming Beaury, who cotilrf carry od a iprnHK 
eorrefpoiulcnee, aod run ibdi riftt wiifc 8 iroio- 
riuus wild fellow, wat fiot pron(p<ed by iaclinarion, 
■hicfa one day n>ight f;we fuch a free Incr a* iT^yfelf 
s much pain to reflect «pon, as, at the limc, it gave 
tcplcafucel Thou remcinbcicft Ac Hoft'j T«4e i» 
^cioilo. 
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Ariofto. And fA^ experieoce, as well as mntf^ can far- 
nifb out twenty FiamHta'% in proof of tne imbecil- 
Iky of the Sex. . 

But to pr6cecdv with my Narrative. 
The dear ereature refumed the topic her heart was 
'to firmly fixed upon \ . and infifttfd UfK>n qoittiog the 
' odUut houfe^ and that in very high terms. . 

I urged her to meer me the next day at the altar, 

in either of the two churehes mentioned in the Li* 

' cence. Atid I befougbt ber,. whatever witre het re- 

- folution». to. let me debate this -matter calmly with 

her 

IF, (he iUid-, I would^have her give what I defired 
the leaft momeni*s confideration, I .mud not hinder 
her from -beinfj her own miftrcft. To what purpofe 
did I alk^her ^cenfenti if ihe had not a power over . 
either her own pcrfon or adtens I : 

WiU you .give me your Honour, JVladam, if I 
eonfenttto your qvptiing. a hOule. fo diiagreeabie (o 
you ?— - 

My 'Hdno«r,- Sir ! faid the dear, creature-^ A^as I— 
And lumed weeping fromme with inimitable grace-«—^ 
As if (be had fHid-f^-Akis!— -*f ou have lobbed me of 
my honour ! : 

I hoped then, |hat^ her angry pa(fions were fuhfi* 
^ifig \ hut I <wsM mi^kfiin : For, urging her warmly . 
for the Day ^ iind that foe the £»ke uf our mutual hc- 
iiour, and the honour of both our families $ in this - 
high*(laWn and htgh-sfoulded ilrain (he aniVered me: . 

Ars) canil thou, Lovelace^ be fcr m^d/z**-as to wi(}i 
to mak^.a wife of the creature^ thou had ia^Ued, . 
dtlhonooTed. and a^ufed, as., thou haft me.^' Was ic 
neceiTary to homble me down to the low level of thjT 
bffienefs, .beforexl couldi- be a wi{e->.ineec for theci^ 
Thou hadlt a Fatb^r, whd>was a man of honour: A . 
Mother^ who deferved a better Son./ Thou iiaft. an 
Utvcle, who is nodifhonour to^theji'eerageof a king- - 
dom^ , whole Peers are more reipeAahlc (ban the no« 
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billty of any other country.. Thou haft oiber ReU- 
lions alfo, who nxAj be thy boaft, tho" thou canft no[ 
be ihein—'Aad canlV ihou oot ioiagioe ihat thou 
liearcft them calling opoa thee; the Dead from theic 
mODUtnents } the Living from their laudable pride; 
not to diflionour thy aQcient an J fplendid houfc, b^ 
entering iato wedlock with J creature whom thou 
hift levelled with the dirt o£ the Street, and claffed 
with the Tilcfl of ber Sex i 

I extolled her Greatnefs of Soul, and her Virtue. 
I execrated myfelf for my guilt ; And told ber, ho* 
grateful to the Manes of oiy Anceftor.o, as well a \a 
ibc Wiihei of the Livio^ the honour I fupplicatci 
for would be. 

But Aill (he inCfled i^pon being a free agent; of 
feeing herlelf in other lodgings before fhc would gite 
what I urged the leaji c on lid e rat ion. Nur would Ski 
j^H-omife me fa-vour even then, or to permit mc vifii;. 
How then, asLalktd her, cuuld I comply, wjibout 
lefulviug 10 lole ber for ever? 

She put her hand to her forehead often as Ihe 
•alked ; and at lal>,. pleading difordcr in her hend 
retired i neither of us fatisfied wiib the oibcr. But 
_/he ten times more dilTatisfed. with me, than I wiih 
her. 

Dorcas fccms to be comtnj^intofavoor witt her 

What BOW 1— What now I — 

Mmday Nigbt. 

How determined is this Lady !^-Again had Jhe tibe 
to base cfcaped us!— What a fixed refentitiaoi !— 
She only, I find, alfumed a link calm, iip order to 
<iuiet lufpicion. She was got dawn^ and aftuaily haj 
unbolted the Sireet-door, before tcau'4 get to her; 
alarmed ai I was by Mr&. Sinclair'^ cook-maid, who 
vat the only oue that faW her % ibra' tbc. pafikgej 
Yei lightning was not quicker than I, 

Agnin I brought her back to the dining-room'} with 

'Efinitc r(iluftanca.on ber pan., Audbeforc her facs, 

\ ordered 
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ordered a fervant to be placed coaftaatly at the bot<^ 
com of the flairs for the future* 

She feemed'e^CQ choked' with grief and xlifappoiat] 
snent. 

Dorcas was exceedingly affiduou» about her ; . ancf 
eonfidentljr gave it as her own opiaioc^ that her dear 
Lady flioald be permitted to go to another lodgings 
fihce this was fo dffagreeable to her : Were (he to bi 
Killed for faying fo, (he would fay it* And was £a^ 
Dorcas for this afterwards. 

But for fome tio^ the dear creature was all paJBoa' 
and violence — 

I fee, I fee, faid (he, when I had brought- her up« 
what I am taexpefl from your new profeiEons^ O' 
vilcft of men ! — 

Have I. offered to you, my beloved creature, any* 
thing that can juAify rhis impatience after a more 
hopeful calm i 

She wrung her hands* She difordered her head- 
drcfs. She tore her ruffles. She was in a perfedb 
phrcnfy, 

I dreaded her returning malady: But entreaty ra* 
ther exafperating,. I affected an angry air. — I bid her 
txpeA the worft (he had to fear — And was menacing 
on, in hopes to intimidate her> when^ dropping dowa 
at my fectj 

Twill be a mercy,. fa»d fhe,^ ^hc higheft aft of^ 
mercy you^candcxi. to kill me butright upon this fpot 
— This happy fpor^.as I' will,. in my laft' moments^, 
callitlr— Then,, baring, with a ftill aiore frantic vio- 
Itnce, part of her enchanting neck — Here,. here, fai(|t' 
the foul-harrowing Beauty^ let thy pointed mercy er- 
terf And I/will thank thee, and forgive thee for all. 
the. dreadful paft !— With my latcft gaTp will I forgive 
Skod thank thee.! "— -Or help me to - the- means, and I* 
will myfelf put out of thy way^ To mlferable^ a wretch t: 
And^blefs thee for thofe means ! 

Whji all ibi9 extravagant paiEoh •' Why all thefe 

QjS. exclamation:?: 
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excltmstlon* ? H»ve I offered any new injory I 
iny deateri life ? What % phrcnfy is ihis ( Aa 
ready lo make you all the reparations ihai I car. 
you? Had I not reafon to hope — 

No, no, no, Qo — half a dozen times, as £aft 
could rpcik. 

H»(i I not reafon to hope, ihat you were n 
tin(; upon the meaas of making me h^ppy, and 
fdf not mirerable, rather tbao upoti a flight (b 
lefs and fa predpiiatc ? — 

No, DO, no, no, as before, fhaklng her hea 
wild impatience, as refblvtd not to attend lo 
iild. 

My refolutionj arc fo honourable, if yovwl 
nit them to take effeft, thil I need not be fwl 
whiiher you go, if you will bui permit my »i& 
receive my vows. — And God is my wimefs, 
bring you not b.ick from the door with aoy * 
your dillKinour, but the contrary : And this rr 
I will fend for a minilUr to put an end to » 
doubts and fear;. 

Say this> and £iy a ihoufand times more, an 
every word with a folemn appeal *o that God 
Miou art accufVomed id invoke lo the truth of th 
falfehoods, and all wi!) fVill be fnan of whnt ih< 
vowed and promifed to me. And, were not mj 
•o abhor thee, and to rife againft thee, for thy 
riety as It doeSt L would not,. I tell thee once m 
would nut, bind, my Sou) in covenant with 
Siiin, for a thouf^nd worlds! 

Compofe yourfclf, however. Madam ;■ for;>«i 
^kt, compofe yourlclf. Permit me lo raifc yt 
i$if;arred M I-arckof your foul! — 

Nsiy. i£ 1. mnit not touch you v for Ifae wildl 
my hands ; but wuh fnch a fweet paOlonau Ai 
bofom heaving and throbbing as (he looked up 
thai ahho' I wa* muft fincercly enraged} 1 couJ 
Iraofgoit tufC piciTcd her lo miac. 
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If 1 muft not touch you, I will not. — But depend 
vpon it [and I aflTumed the fteroeft air I could afiume^ 
9o try what that would do] depend upon H, Madam^ 
that this 19 not the way to at oid the evils you dread. 
lict me do what 1 wiilj I cannot be ufed.worfe — ^Dor* 
cas. begone f- 

She arofe, Dorcas being about to withdraw;^ atitl 
.wildly caught hold of her arm:. O Dorcas ! If thou 
art of mine own Sex, leave me not, I charge thee! 
— Then quitting Dorcas, down fbe threwherleif upon 
Jher knees, in the furthermoft corner of the room, 
.filaijping a chair with her face laid upon the bonom of 
il ! — Q where can I be fafe ? — Where, where can I; 
be fafc,, from this man of violence ? — 

This gave Dorcas an opportunity 10 confimt her- 
fclf in her Lady's confidence : The wench threw her- 
£elf at myfeety whilelfeemed in.vtolent wrath; and, 
embracing my knees, Kill me. Sir,, kin oie, Sir, if 
you pleafe !-^I muft. throw; myfeif in your way, to . 
lave my Lady, I beg you. pardon, Sir--^But you muft ■ 
be fet onl^God forgive the miichief^makers ! — But 
your own heart, if ieft^to itfelf, would not permit 
thcfe things ! — Sparc,, however. Sir! fpace my Lady, 
Ibefeechyou!— buftlingon her knees about aie, as if 
I: were intending to^^yproacbher Lady, had I aoc beea 
reftrained by her. 

This, humoured' by* me,. Begone, cbvilJ-«»bffi. 
cious devil,, begone ! — ftartied the dearxreatufe; who, 
fnatchiogup hafttly her head from, the chair, and as 
haftily poppng it down again in -terror,. hie her nofe, 
I foppofe, agnioft the edge of the. chair ; .aod it gufli- 
cd out with blood; numtng i^ a ftrcam down hytr 
bofom ; ftie herfel^ too miKh.a&igfated to heed it J 

Never was mortarman in fucbr^terror and.agiuntm 
as T; for I inftantly conciaded, thatihe faadvftabbod 
her felf with Tome coscealed injftrnment, 

I ran to her in a wild agony^^For D^roaa was 
Righted out of tU her mock interpofitsoa— 
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all I appr«heoded was but a bloody Dofe^ 
far as I know (for ic coald not be ftopped i 
ter o£ ao hour) majr have faved her head ai 
telleAs. 

Buc I fee by this fcene, that the {Weet c 
but a pretty coward at bottom ; and. that I-c 
her out of her virulence againft me» whcni 
on (lernne(a and anger. But then, as a q 
the advantage this gives. me over her^ I find 
be a coward too, which I had not before \ 
fioce I was capable of being fo eafily tei rifi 
apprebenfioDS of her offering violence to hei 

LETTER XLIII; 

Mr% Lovelace, Tip John Beleord, . 

BUT with all this dear creature's refcn 
gaiaft me, I cannot, for^ny heart, thinl 
will get all over, and confent to enter the ] 
me. Were (he even to die to-morrow, and 
ihe (bould, would not a woman of^her fenf 
punAilio, andin her fituation, and of fo pre 
mily, rathcrjdie married than otherwife ? — ^ 
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folvc agaioA it, and detertnine to preft my {avourite 
fcheme for Cohabitation* Bot when I am with her, 
I am readjr to fa^, to fwear, and to do^ whatever I 
think will be moft acceptable to her : And were a 
Farfon at hand, I ihould plunge at once, no doubt of 
it, into the State. 

I have frequently thought, in common cafes, that it 
is happy for many giddy fellows [There are giddy fel* 
lows, as well as giddy girls. Jack ; and perhaps tho/e 
are as often drawn, in, as the/i'] that Ceremony and 
Parade are neceflary to the irrevocable Solemnity; and 
that there is generally time for a man to recoIleA him- 
ielf in the (pace, between the heated over-night, and 
the cooler next morning.; or I know not who could 
efi^ape the fweet gypfies wbofe fafcinating powers are 
fo much, aided by our own raifed imaginations. 

\^ vjifis at any time^ \ ufed to fay^. I had ever con- 
fidence and vanity enough to think, that no wom^ 
breathing could deny her band, when I held out mine* 
1 am confoundedly mortified to find, that this Lady is 
able to hold meat bay, and to refufe all^myl&o/a^ 
vows. 

What force [Allow me a ferious refie£lion, Jack : 
It luiU be put down t What force] have, evil habits 
upon the human mind ! When we enter upon a de« 
viotis courfe,^ we t^iipk we ihall have it in our power 
when we will to return to the right path. But it is 
not fo, I plainly fee: For,, who can acknowledge with 
more judice thb dear creature*& ipecits, and bis own 
errors, thaal? Whofe regret, at times, can be deeper 
than mine, for the injuries I have done her ? Whofe 
refblutioos to r.epair thofe inj^uries ftronger L — Yet 
how traniitory is my penitence I— How am I hurried 
away— Caoft thou tell by what ? — O devil of Youth, 
and devil of Intrigue, how do you miilead meJ.-^How 
often do we end in occafions for the deepeil.remorfe, 
what we begin in wantotinefs I — 

At tlic. prefcm writing, however^ the. turn of the 
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fcalc ii in behalf of Mairimony — For I (lefpair of cw- 
lying with htr my fivouriic point. 

The Lad; tells Dorcas, that ber heart is broken ; 
and ihai ftie j>i>tll Vne boca (iiils while. I chink no- 
thing ot that, if we piarry. 1q the drd place, fht 
knows not what a miod unapprehenfi^e will do for 
her, ID a Stare <o which alt ibe Sex look forward with 
high fatisfa^oa. How often have the whole fxcred 
Conclave been thus deceived in (heir choice of a Ffipe ;. 
sot coafukring, that the new dignii; it of iifelf fuE- 
ficient 10 give new lite I A fen months heart's eaie will 
gi^^e my Charmer a qtMie different notion of thing) ! 
And i dare lay, aalhauc heretofore faid (a), Oote 
ttarricd, and I am married for life. 

I will allow, that her Pridf, in one (entd, has fuffani 
abafement : But her TiiniBph is the greater in every 
other. And while I caa think that all her trijb are 
but additions to her honour, and thai I have laid the 
foundations of her glory in my own (hime, can ] be- 
called cruel, if I am nat aficfled wi;h her giicf as finAe 
men would be ? 

And for what fliould her heart be broken ? Hrr 
will is unviolated;— At fv/fHf, however, her wilt is 
unviolated. The deftroyinj; of good habits, and the 
introducing of bad, to the corrupting of the wboie 
he^rt. is the vinlatioiv. That htr «iU is not lo be 
corrupted, that her mind is not to bedebafEd, Jhehai 
hitherto unqucftionably proved. Aod if (he give caule 
for fuifher trials, and hold faft her imegriiy. what 
ideas wib fhc have to dwell upon, that will be able 
to corrupt her moraU i What vejiige, what rcmem- 
iraneejf but fuch as will iafpice abhotrenoe of the 
aCtempter ,' 

What nonfenlfi then to fuppofe, that fuch a mefc 
tictisnal vio/alion as flie has ("uffcred, fliould be able to 
cut afundcr the ftrings ot life ? 

Her Keligon, nianied, or not married^ wlUrethtr 
abuEC 
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above making fuch a trifling accident, fuch an involun* 
tary fuffcring fatal to her. 

Such conflderaiions as thefe, they are, that fupport 
me againfl all apprehenlSons of bugbear confequeoccs : 
And I would have them have weight with thee, who 
art fuch a doughty advocate for her. And yet I al- 
low thee this ; That (he really makes too much of it : 
Takes it too much to heart. To be fure (he ought 
to have foigot it by this time, except the charming^ 
charming confequence happen, that Aill I am in hopes 
will happen, were 2 to proceed no further. And, if 
fhe apprehend this herfelf, then has the dear over*nice 
loul fome reafon for taking it fo much to beait: And 
yet would not, 1 think, refufe to legitimate. 

O Jack! had I an imperial diadem« I fwear ta 
thee that I would give it up, even to my enemy, to 
have one charming Boy by this Lady. And ihould 
fhe £/£afe me, and no fuch effect follow, my Revenge 
on her family, and, in/u4:hz cafe, on herfelf, would 
be incomplete, and I fbould reproach myfelf as long 
as I lived. 

Were I to be fure, that this foundation is laid [And 
why may I not hope it is ?] I ihould not doubt ib 
have her flill (ihould (he withftand her day of grace) 

on my own conditions: Nor ihould I, if it were fo» 
queftion that /ez;ii;^(/afit^ion in her, which a woman 

leldom fails to have for the father of her firil childj 
whether born in wedlock, or out of it. 

And prithee, Jack, fee in this my ardent hope, a 

diAin^ion in my favour from other Rakes ; who,. aN 

mod to a man, follow their inclinations without trou* 

.bling themiet>fes about conkquences. In imitation^. 

as one would think, of the iUutting villain of a bird,. 

which, trom feathered Lady to feathered Lady,.purfue8 

bis imperial pleafures, leaving it to his il^ek paramours. 

to hatch the genial produ^ in l^v^es and corners of 

their owq findins out. 

' CON^ 



[ 355 I 
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Lett. 

LOVELMCE^ r» Belfori, Ditlogoc with aarifla, the ^oor be- 
tween them. Her Letter to Uoi. She vrill not fee him for 
a week. 

ir. FrortHbeJami. Copies of Letters that pais between them. Goes 
to the GommonA to try to get the Licence. She (hail iec him, he 
declares, on his return. Love and compai&on hard to be fepara- 
ted* His fludtiMting reafonings on their piefent .fituation, li 
jealous of her fupcciot qualities. Does juftice to htr immoveable 
Virtue. 

in. From thijanu* The Lady elcapedk Hu rage. Stakes a iblema' 
vpw of icvesge, if once more he gets her into his power. Hif 
man Will, is gone in fearch of Ber« His hopes. On iiiiatgrcnind» 
JHe will advcrtife her. Defciibesher dreis. Letter left behind her. 
Accufes her [thai is f /«;, LoviLACS ttecujji$ btr} of ^Ticcncfsy^ 
Prudery, A0e<^tion. 

IV. From thefimc. A Letter to Miff Howe from ClaciflW BJlsint*- 
his bands; which, had it come to hers, WQuld. have laid open 
and dete<£ted all his defigns. In it ihe acquitt Clariflfa of Pntiinr, 
Coquetry^ and •nJke JUfervi, Admires, applauds, blefies her for the 

. example ihe has fet her Sex, and for the credit ilie has done it, 

by her condu«^ in the moft difficult fituations. 
This Letter may he conftderei 4S t kind of Summary of CUrlffaU trUb, 

perfecutious, i Mil examplary eonduB hitherto ; and of Mr* Lovelace's 

intrigues^ plots^ gnd views^ fo fear as Mifs Htwe cwld he Juppofed t0 

knovf them, or to gueft at them* 
A Letter from Lovelace, which farther ibewt the fertility •f Jul- 

contriving genius. 

V. Clariffa, To Mifs Hefwe. Infbrms her of Lovelace's viUainy, and 
of her cfcapc. Her only concerns, what. The courfc (he intends to 
purfue. 

VI. Lovelace, To Belford, Exults on hearing from his man Will, that 
the M^ly bas refund herfelf at Hanufead. Obferv^tfons in a 
Xlyle of levity on fome paifages in the Letter (he left. behind her* 
Intimates, that Tomlinfon is arrived to aid his purpofet. The 
chariot is. come; and opw, dreiTed like a Biidegroom^ attended 
by a footman. (he never faw, he is already, he fays, at Hamftead. 

yil^vni. From the fame, ^uits on his contrivances'— —By 
what nieaas be gets Into, the Lady's prcTcAce at Mis. Moore's. 
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ai xn. xm. xtv. xv. svr. rnm lit/amt. < 

-n-irinn* Uevit. PtrpofTeirn the -wamrn if;.iiiift Mifi t 
tbcm la ihink n:e it Id Love vhh Mm, Apl himfelf 

£Ddw^7. UoMrn like not nontn : And WbJ 

far xphori^ aaimldtCTHd «] --•—'niililiclbti «rt 
HHBTerfjtioti betwtm) (heiri. Mift R^wimi'i prudery. 
gtd Lntft hi iRtititnm of MiTi Hoire'i, Vo, f*. 
ftiTiDCA m dcTuSe ibt tjtN, Mitl iqaA 'rircwanreti' 
XVIi. XVIII. XiX. XX. FniH tic fimc. .FiFtkuIai 

fnicrtOhig TODVerAtlotn tawrta "hiotCiX, Tottilinfi 
LiOy. XnfaiTtnttigetmttvt fhetito'tonipt. Utr 
~— -He telli TotnKnfcra >»(&» her, thai lie &e*n hv 
of affeAiaa train htt. Hi fi-aill^ iraai tit rttrri fit 
Km. ' r\e had bf otrgbt -her, "ftRtefU n^iinlAi^ti and 
* itn tail to own it to him. ' Nor did hit tntti i^ni 
" fu'e, p»Jtiit him (j iuil tf it. Ht tad k»pt 

■ fufVcBt- an hundred ihn«t. B«h taea ^ti 

tybei liable b A nJour, and jrcit fcnTTmetiit.— ^— ' 

orajti*, pionrjilODi, » iBCTetier m irlait Htt di 

' SriCT. XKII. ^amibr/sm, RiccoiidiiiODal piomift 

foti in cbe 1.1(1^^ fiiTtiiir. HFt pteai md argimirt 

SrcTent tliuMim, ami on hit ditling saA hitherto b: 
ii wbimlic*! comett nith bii Cmil'dciiee. His Izft 
— — '-Hli (trar^ Icvfrj, vbich he ealli pxvhj, on 
£cJfaid'i Uade. 
3tmi. XXTV. yhiin Iti /tmt. Acfeioun him njil 
in ihe raiden. Her comaorutc. Her coDTciraiioi 
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'«f obt2^in!Dgit — Hi* remarks upon it. ObTcrvations on finale 
frient^/liips. Comparifon bctM^een Clarifla and Mifs Howr. 

XXVIII. Frfim the fame. Another convcrr^tton with the Lady. 

'His plaufiUe argumcptc to re-obtain her favour incfie^aal. fiii 

pride piqued. His revenue incited. New arniiQcnts in favour 

of his wicked projedl«. His notice that, a Ljccncc ii-adually 

obtained. 

ISC^IX. XXX. Lovelace, To Bclferi, Copy of the Ijcencc ; witli bis 
oblervations upon it. His Schene for Annual Marriages ~—^ He 
is preparing, with Lady Betty and Mifs Mont<iguc, to wait upon 
Clariria. Who thcfe pretended Ladies are. Hpw drefled* They 
^^e thomfelves airs as of quality. Hum<xuoufly inftrudts thcoi 
how to a^ up to their aflumed charadlers. 

XXXL XX^il* From the fame. Once cnpre is the charmet of his 
foul iq ber old lodgings. Brief account of the horrid ImpoftureSj. 
Steels his heart by revengeful rcGolIedlioni. Her agonizing ap- 
prehenfions. Temporary didraifUons. is ready to £^11 into fits* 
■ But all her diflrefs all her prayers, her innocence, her vir* 
tue, cannot favc her from the moft viil vinous outrage. 

'XXX (XL Bdford, To Lovelace. Vehemently inveighs againft him. 
Grieves fbr the Lady. Is now convinced, thai there mufl he d 
Ivor Id after rWi, to do jujiice to injured merit. Befeeches him, if he 
be a man, and not a devil, to do her all the poor juftice now ia 
his power. 

XX XIV. Lovelace^ To Belford. Regrets that he ever attempted her. 
Aims at extenuation. Does he not fee that he has journeyed oa 
to this ftage, ivitb one dsiermined, potnt 14 view from the firfi? She 
is at prefent ftupificd, he fays. 

XXXV. From the fame. The Lady*s affedling behaviour in her de* 
iilium. He owns that Art has been ufed to her. Begins to feel 
remorfe. 

XX XVI. From the fame. The Lady vrrites upon fcraps of paper 
'flie tears, and throws under the table. Copies of ten of thcfe 
rambling papers; and of a Letter to him moft affeaingly inco- 
herent. He attempts further to extenuate his villainy. Tries to 
rcfume hii ufual levity ; and forms a fcheroe to decoy the people 
at Haradead to the infamous woman's in Town. The Lady 
feems to be recovering. ' 

XXXVir. From the fame. She attempts to get away in his abfence. 
Is prevented by the odious Sinclair. He exults in the hope of 
looking her mto confufion when he fees her. Is told by Dorcas, 
that fhc is coming into the dining-room to find him out. 

XXXVIIL From the fame. A high fcene of her exalted, and of hii 
depreiTed behaviour. Offers to make her amends by Matrimony^ 
She treats his offer widx contempt. Afraid Belford Dhvs him 
falfe. ^ ^ 

XXXIX. From the fame. Wifhes he had never fccn her. "With all 
the women he had known till now, it was, Once fubdued, and al" 
-wajs fubdutd, His mifcrablc dajeOioa. ilit wmaife. ^Ja& vl- 



ile»^ to efetpe. A nob niM. ' Hit ^uick i n v ca ikm lo pnafj 
te. Otft of cooeok ^ih liiiniclf, tad lut contrivaacet. 

XL* XLI. tHm theMie. Lord M. irery £H. His prcfiNice iMTciTa- 
ry at M. Hall. . niti Dorcas ii|Mifi iDgratiatt&f herfclf . with her 
Ladv.^— He ve-vrfet inarrtage to her. She ambiutely, from tbe 
voft noUe motiTet, tc{eAi him. 

■XLIL ttveUctt T9 M^ifwrd, Rdftedi opoo himlcit It cofts, be 
lap, more |iaiai to be wicked than to be £ood. The Lady's fo- 
lemn eapoflplatioo with him. EiCtoh her grcatnefs of Ibul. bor- 
eal (omiof into favour with her. He is atatmed by another at- 
tempt of the Lady to |et olF. 3ie is in agonies at being pre- 
irented. He tries to intimidate her. Dorcan pleads for her. On 
die point of dramig his fword againft himfet^ The occafion. 

XLIIL Tnm thtftmt* Cannot yet jperfoade himftSf but the Lady - 
will he hts. ReaioBS for his opinion. Opens bis heart to Bel- 
fbrd« at to his intentions by her. Mortified that fhe tefuies his 
lioneft Towi. ficT violation bnt notiooal. Her trinimph greater 
than "her ftifierinn* Her %^JI vn^iolatcd. lie is « beuei man| 
^fays, dUHimcwJiLakcs': Aadwhy« 
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